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The Coroner in General

Overview

A county coroner is a law enforcement officer with countywide jurisdiction primarily responsible for
confirming and certifying the deaths of individuals, investigating the cause of death, and helping to
confirm the identity of persons who have died within the county. In the exercise of his or her duties, the
coroner possesses the same law enforcement powers as the sheriff. _Whenever a statute uses the term

“coroner,” the term means the elected or appointed coroner as weII as any deputy or other person
performing the duties of the coroner, generally or in speual/cases

Sources of Authority ./\\\ S
Vs
The Hlinois Constitution - Article VII, Sectiorf 4 ,~

The constitution of the State of illinois provides that each county may elect or.appoint a coroner in the
manner provided by law or by county ordinance. While the corone/r s specrﬁc duties are set forth in state
law and county ordinance, as is the case W|th other county ‘officers, the coroner is also vested with the
duties, powers or functions derived from common law or hlstor/lcal precedent unless altered by law or
county ordinance. 2 The coroner’s offlce may be- elrmlnated by\an act of the lllinois General Assembly or
by countywide referendum The way in WhICh a county selects |ts§oroner and the coroner’s term of

S

. N
~ \

office may also be changed in this'manner. \ \ i
N \ /
. p \ ~_
Illinois La N N S
s Law \ « \ i

3 7

NN \
The Counties Code 55ILCS 5/3 \/3001 et. seq. \\ N
Division 3:3 of the Countles C\Sde sets forth the ba5|c powers and duties of county coroners. It describes
/ ~ ~N N NS
general!y the manner of\the\coroners electlonxand assumptron of office, general duties, and office
organlzatmn As is the case" W|th other county offlcers a county board may assign additional duties to its
coroner, but it~cannot mterfere wrth the\coroner s statutory duties nor interfere with the internal

Ay

operations of his oraher office. 5 N

Other Statutes \ ;
Additional laws impacting\cognty coroners are found throughout the illinois Compiled Statutes. These

. R )
laws include, but are not Ilmxt\ed to:

The lllinois Anatomical Gift Act
The Autopsy Act

The Code of Civil Procedure
The Code of Criminal Procedure
The Property Tax Code

151LCS 70/1.08
2 |LL. CONST. art. Vil, §4{c), (d)

5



County Ordinance

County boards are empowered by the state constitution as well as by statute to provide for the duties of
the coroner. However, no county board may alter the duties, powers and functions of county officers
that lllinois law imposes specifically. A county board may alter any other duties, powers or functions or
impose additional duties, powers and functions upon county officers, but in the event of a conflict, State
law prevails over county ordinance. 3

Common Law and Historical Precedent

Sheriffs and coroners can trace the history of their respective offices back hundreds of years to post-
Norman conquest England. Many of the coroner’s statutory duties\pnrelated to death investigations
derive from the historic role of coroners as local agents of the,Engljsh/monarch and their court. Because
the Hlinois constitution specifically vests county officers, including the coroner, with the duties, powers
or functions they inherited from common law or hlstorlcal precederk,\lllmons statutory law does not
fully enumerate every power or function a coroner may possess Nevertheless the state legislature and
a county board may alter these powers by law orzo/ dlnance respectively \\\-

The Coroner’s Office

About the Office

Overview // ™~
As is the case with other county officers, a coroner’s term® commences on the first day of December
immediately following_ his electlon \Unless a\c}af;nty has by referendum changed the manner of
selection, coroners are elected for four-year terms in the general elections that coincide with the
election of the-President of the Umted States, state S attorneys circuit clerks, and county auditors and
P N N
recorders6f deeds.” ™ ¢ RN
\\ \ \\\ Sl \ e

The governor officially commnssnonS\the\coroner once the coroner has taken his oath of office and
posted bond.®*.The coroner’s bond must be $5,000, paid by the county, with 2 or more sufficient
sureties, unless.the.county provm!es bond through its self-insurance program. This penal sum is payable
to the People of the State of Illinois ‘and is intended to insure that both the coroner and any deputies
will faithfully discharge all. duties that are, or will be required of him.”

\/ ,/'/
The Oath of Office
The oath of office required of ¢ coroners is found in Article Xlll, Section 3 of the lllinois Constitution and is

as the same as the oath required of other state office holders:

3 ILL. CONST. art. Vi, §4 (d); 55 ILCS 5/5-1087
%55 ILCS 5/3-3002

%10 ILCS 5/2A-18

€55 ILCS 5/3-3001(a)

7 55 ILCS 5/3-3004

6



"I do solemnly swear [affirm] that | will support the Constitution of the United States,
and the Constitution of the State of lllinois, and that | will faithfully discharge the duties
of the office of Coroner to the best of my ability [so help me God).”

After a signing a written copy of his oath, the coroner must file oath with the county clerk. 8

Training

lllinois law requires that a newly elected (or appointed) coroner (or his chief deputy coroner) must
complete the Coroner’s Training Program approved by the lllinois Law Enforcement Training Standards
Board within six (6) months of assuming office however, he must apply.to the program within thirty (30)
days of assuming office. Additionally, the law requires coroners tofco/mplete twenty-four (24) hours of
continuing education each calendar year. ° ’ .

,/\\\\
Additionally, the Illinois Law Enforcement Training a/nd'Standards Board provides a training program in
death and homicide investigation for coroners. Orily cor/oners who successfully complete the training
program may act as lead investigators in coroner's mvestlgatlons but fallure of. a coroner to complete

the program does not affect or impede the power of his office to- lr{vestlgate aII deaths as provided by

law.* \// . ‘5

A
The coroner may maintain a special f(]nd\from which the cgﬁnty board shall authorize payments by
voucher between board meetings, to pay nece\s\sary travel dues and other expenses incurred in
attending workshops educational seminars‘and organizatlonal meetmgs for the purpose of providing in-

service training."* //_‘ \ / .. \/

Compensation and Benef{ts

Each county board sets the compensatlon of its coroner subject to the limitations of the Counties Code
and the bgcal Goverr\\\r\nerk\Ofﬁcé;' Cor;Bensatlon\Act The county board must set a coroner’s
compensatlon at least 180 days\prloi to the- corone\r\s election.'? The Illinois Pension Code classifies
coroners as “elected county officers™ for the purposes of participation in the Illinois Municipal
Retlrement Fund's alternative annuuty for cognty officers, however in August 2011, participation in this
alternative annuuty closed to new partlupants /

\ '1
Offices and Equipment ‘- ]
County Boards are speci\fi‘cajly required to provide reasonable and necessary expenses for the use of the
\ .
coroner. However, as is not thé case for other county officers, there is no express statutory requirement

8 55 ILCS 5/3-3005

? 55 ILCS 5/3-3001

950 1LCS 705/10.11

155 1LCS 5/3-3012

2 g5 |LCS 5/4-6001, 4-6002; 55 ILCS 5/5-1010, 50 ILCS 145/2
B340 1LCS 5/7-145.1

7



for the county board to provide proper rooms and offices for the coroner’s accommodation or furniture.
14

General Administrative Duties of the Coroner

Control of Internal Operation of the Office

Illinois law authorizes the coroner to control the internal operations of his office.” This is a significant
restriction on the county board to require the coroner to adopt policies or practices which it may make
made applicable to its own employees and departments.

ya
// \)

Purchase of Equipment and Materials e

Subject to the applicable county appropriation ordinance, the coroner shall procure necessary
equipment, materials, supplies and services to perform! the dutles of the office.’® The coroner must
make purchases of equipment in accordance with any ordmance requlrements for centralized
purchasmg through another county office or through “the State wh|ch\are appllcable to all county

\
offices.” O\

Y \\
Appointment of Deputy Coroners \ ~

Each coroner may appoint one or more deputEs as he inhis sole discretion, determlnes necessary and
appropriate, subject to county board approprlatlon{ % The appomtment shall be in writing and signed
by the coroner. Deputy coroners, once duly appomted and quallfued may perform all of the duties of the
coroner in the name of the coroner. The Iaw prowdes that the acts of.such deputies are acts of the
coroner.” Each deputy,shall before entenng upon the- dutues of his ofﬁce take and subscribe an oath or
affirmation, in like for{n as, reqwred of coroners, whuch shaII be flled in the office of the county clerk. 20
\ '\
Compensatnon of Deputles and Other Employees N
The coroneris generally empom(el/d to fix the compensatlon of his deputies and employees, subject to
budgetary I|m|tat|ons estabhshed by the county board However the section of the Counties Code which
speaks to the appomtme\nt of deputy co\roners 55 ILCS 5/3 3040, provides that a deputy's compensation
shall be determmed by the county boa\rd In. DuPage County, the county board has provided for salary
ranges wnthl\n\whnch the coroner, may compensate his deputies. In Cook County, the county board has
the authority to cre\ate a posmon cIassnﬁcatlon agency and to delegate to such agency the power to
establish and mamtam a pc@tl?classmcatlon and compensation plan for all county employees.”
AP

Law Enforcement Dut\i‘eg of the Coroner

¥ 55 |LCS 5/5-1106
15 55 jLCS 5/3-3003
16 55 1LCS 5/3-3003
7 55 |LCS 5/3-3003
8 55 1LCS 5/3-3040
55 |LCS 5/3-3042
2 55 |LCS 5/3-3041
1 55 |LCS 5/3-14002

8



Coroner as Peace Officer

Each coroner shall be a conservator of the peace in his county, and, in the performance of his duties as
such, shall have the same powers as the sheriff.?2 Conservators of the peace have the authority to arrest
offenders, and in the context of having the same powers of the sheriff as a conservator, the coroner is
empowered to prevent crime and maintain the safety and order of the citizens of that county, and bring
them before the proper court for trial or examination.”

In fact, every coroner has the duty when a criminal offense or breach of the peace is committed or
attempted in his or her presence, to “forthwith to apprehend the offender and bring him or her before a
judge, to be dealt with according to law; to suppress all riots and/u/nlawful assemblies, and to keep the
peace, and without delay to serve and execute all warrants,and other process to him or her lawfully
directed.”® The Criminal Code also requires that coroners engage“in “fresh pursuit” of every person
guilty of a felony that comes to the knowledge of the coroner."i5

/
As a law enforcement officer, a coroner may operate a motor vehicle with _red or white oscillating,

rotating, or flashing lights when local authontles\m writing, designate or abthonze the vehicle as a law
enforcement vehicle and the coroner carries a copy of the designation or authorlza\t:on in the vehicle.”®

/ N /'/ AN
Coroner as Acting Sheriff /
In the event that the office of shenff |s vacant and there is no desngnated undersheriff or chief deputy
sheriff, the coroner shall perform all the dut|es requured by law to be performed by the sheriff, and have
the same powers, and b/e liable to the same penaltles and proceedmgs as if he were sheriff, until
another sheriff is elected or appomted and quallfled S|m|IarIy, when the sheriff or a close relative of
the sheriff is a party to Iltlgatlon or is . prejudlced tc{ agamst another party in litigation, the court may
direct the coroner to serve summons, execution or other process in like manner as if he were sheriff. 8

— NSO

Acting u;arden ™~ PN BRI

Should the sherlff be- arrested and in the custody “of. h|s county’s jail, the coroner becomes the jail’s
warden: untrl the sheriff is released 2 \\\ o

AN N,
Youthful I\toxmated Dr1ve>s \Vlsnatlon Program Site
As part of a Youthful Intoxicated Drlvers Visitation Program, and with the approval of the coroner, the
county coroner's offlce or the county morgue may serve as a facility for offenders to observe

appropriate victims of motor yehucle accidents involving persons under the influence of alcohol, under

e
e

2 55 |LCS 5/3-3007
B 55 |LCS 5/3-6021
24725 |LCS 5/107-16
25

%6 625 ILCS 5/12-215
77 55 |LCS 5/3-3010
%55 )LCS 5/3-3008
» 730 1LCS 125/8

9



the supervision of the coroner or deputy coroner as part of their supervision, conditional discharge, or
probation. *°

The Coroner as an Officer of the Court

Service of Court Process

Several statutes provide that the coroner may serve subpoenas, summons, or other court orders in
relation to pending judicial matters.> In these instances, the language typically provides that the
process be directed to the “sheriff or coroner,” although the;e\instances where the coroner is
authorized only when the sheriff is conflicted. However, the Attorney General has opined, that, in at

. T . . .
least some instances, the coroner may only serve process when th\e sheriff is conflicted as described in
55 ILCS 5/3-3008.* AN
e

p NN
ractice of Law Prohibited N
Because of the various duties imposed upon the coroner that require h|m to act as an impartial agent of
the court, a coroner may not practice law in the county which he serves.

O\ N
Investigations and Reports Requir.ed of the a)r_o\ner' e

M
~ //

AN

Preliminary Investigations - Questlonable Deaths

N
Whenever the coroner becomes aware that\a dead body is lying within his county and the cause of
death is “questionable” the-law requires the: coroner to: go toxche location. of the dead body, take charge
of the body, and begin‘a prehmmary lnvestléatlon into the cwcumstances of the death. Questionable
deaths fall into the foIIowmg categones e )

rd
/

(a) A sudden or wolent death whe’gher apparently suicidal, homicidal or accidental, including
but not” hmlted to deaths apparently caused or contributed to by thermal, traumatic,

chem!cal electrlcal or\radla\tlonal |njury, ora compllcatlon of any of them, or by drowning or
4 suffocatlon or. as a result of. domestlc violence as defined in the lllinois Domestic Violence

N,
Act of 1986; NN .
(b) A\mat{ernal or fetal‘deat\h due'to ab_ortion, or any death due to a sex crime or a crime against
nature; \ '\ e

{c) A death where the\ curcumstances are suspicious, obscure, mysterious or otherwise
unexplalned or\where in the written opinion of the attending physician, the cause of death
is not determined;,” K

(d) A death where add|ct|on to alcohol or to any drug may have been a contributory cause; or

(e) A death where a Ilcensed physician was not attending to the decedent.

30625 1LCS 5/11-501.7

3 5ee e.g. 35 ILCS 200/22-15,705 ILCS 405/5-525, 725 ILCS 5/115-17, 735 ILCS 5/10-110, 735 ILCS 5/11-106, 735
ILCS 5/12-201

321 Att'y Gen. Op. No. S-865 (Feb. 4, 1975)

205 ILCS 205/10

10



In the case of death as set forth in (e), the decedent’s body may be moved with the coroner's consent
from the place of death to a mortuary in the same county. A coroner in his discretion may notify
physician authorized to perform an autopsy in his county to attempt to ascertain the cause of death,
either by autopsy or otherwise.

Deaths in State Institutions and of Wards of the State

Additionally, all deaths in State institutions and all deaths of wards of the State in private care facilities
or in programs funded by the Department of Human Services under its powers relating to mental health
and developmental disabilities or alcoholism and substance abuse or funded by the Department of
Children and Family Services shall be reported to the coroner of the county in which the facility is

located. / //
AN

V4 N

If the coroner has reason to believe that an investigation i§ needed to determme whether the death was
caused by maltreatment or negligent care of the v’v/ard of the State the coroner may conduct a
preliminary investigation of the circumstances ofﬁsuch death as in cases of questionable deaths.

\ N \\

DuPage County Questionable Death Protocol AN \ N ‘

DuPage County has adopted a Homnc:de and Questlonable Death Protocol in accordance with 55 ILCS

5/5-1085.5 which sets forth additional; dutles and respon5|b|I|t|es for the coronerin these situations.

N . Y

When Chemical Analysis Is Requiredxi‘_* \7\\,\ . AN \\‘

~.

~

N h \
All Questionable Deaths~~ = ~ . \ \ ‘;. ™~ N
In all cases of questlon’a/ble deaths as descrlbed above the~ coroner shaII require that the decedent’s
blood, and whenevenpossrble urine samples shaII be. analyzed for.the presence of alcohol and other

drugs. As noted below, the Iaw requires specuallzed anaIyS|s in certain instances.*
“ \ N

Boating | Déaths ™ \\ ¢ o “x\\ \

Wlthm/G hours after 3 death resultmg from a boating: accrdent but in any case not more than 12 hours
after the. occurrence of the boatlng accudent the cokner must withdraw a blood specimen of at least 10
cc shall be withdrawn from the body of the decedent The coroner shall forward the blood so drawn to a
laboratory ar})roved\by the State Pollce for anaIyS|s of the alcoholic content of the blood specimen. The
coroner causing the blood to be withdrawn shall, upon notice of the results of each analysis made,

forward the results of each analysis to the Department of Transportation.*

Suspected Drug Use 4 //

When the coroner suspects that drugs may have been involved in the death, either directly or indirectly,
a toxicological examination shall be performed which may include analyses of blood, urine, bile, gastric
contents and other tissues.*®

¥ 55 ILCS 5/3-3013
35 625 ILCS 45/6-1
%6 55 ILCS 5/3-3013
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Motor Vehicle Deaths

In cases of accidental death involving a motor vehicle in which the decedent was (1) the operator or a
suspected operator of a motor vehicle, or {2) a pedestrian 16 years of age or older, the coroner shall
require that a blood specimen of at least 30 cc., and if medically possible a urine specimen of at least 30
cc. or as much as possible up to 30 cc., be withdrawn from the body of the decedent in a timely fashion
after the accident causing his death, by a physician authorized to perform an autopsy, or by the coroner
or deputy coroner or a qualified person designated by such physician, coroner, or deputy coroner.”

If the county does not maintain laboratory facilities for making such analysis, the coroner shall send the
blood and urine so drawn to the Department of State Police or any other accredited or State-certified
laboratory for analysis of the alcohol, carbon monoxide, and dangeroos or narcotic drug content of such
blood and urine specimens. Each specimen submitted shall'lbe accompanied by pertinent information
concerning the decedent upon a form prescribed by such Iaboratory \Any person drawing blood and
urine and any person making any examination of the blood and urine |s rmmune from all liability, civil or
criminal, that might otherwise be incurred or rmpéed/ N \\\\
., .

Toxic Substance Ingestion N \\ AN

When the coroner suspects a death |s dyf to toxic sub\stances .other than drugs \the coroner shall
consult with the toxicologist prior to collectlon of samples. lnformation submitted to the toxicologist
shall include information as to height, welght age, sex and race of the decedent as well as medical

history, medications used by and the manner of death of decedent

‘\

Other Special Cases / \ \ N\ s \
o \ N ,
Homicide \ AN \ \ / T

When the coroner that the c}use of death is due to ho\mladal means, in additional to any other findings,
specimens or lnformatlon the Ia\\7v may rqufFe ‘the coroner to provide, he shall cause blood and buccal
specimens (tissue may. be submltted if o un\c‘ontammated blood or buccal specimen can be obtained),
whenever p/055|ble to be wrthdrawn from the body of the decedent in a timely fashion. Within 45 days
after the collectlon of the spe\amens\the co\roner shall deliver those specimens, dried, to the Illinois
Department of State Police, Division of Forensic Services, for analy5|s and categorizing into genetic
marker groupings- to be mamtamed bY the Illinois Department of State. *

!
Death of a Child N / (,"

Whenever the coroner has, reason to believe that a child has died as the result of abuse or neglect, he
must investigate and within 72 hours of the completion of an autopsy provide an oral report to the local
law enforcement authorities, to the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) and the state’s
attorney’s office or his findings. If the original report of abuse or neglect came from a hospital the
coroner must provide a report to that hospital as well.** He must further provide a written report of his

% 55 ILCS 5/3-3013
® 55 1LCS 5/3-3013
%9 55 ILCS 5/3-3013
0325 ILCS 5/4.1
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findings to the same entities within 21 days. The coroner himself is a mandated reporter of suspected
child abuse or neglect and must report any suspected or neglect to DCFS.** Additionally the coroner
must grant a Child Death Review Team (CDRT} investigating a child’s death access to any relevant
coroner’s investigation records.”?

Child Death Review Teams

The Director of DCFS appoints a CDRT in each of the Department’s subregions. The team must consist of
one representative of at least 11 categories, one of which includes coroners or forensic pathologists. 3
Thus, though the Director may appoint a coroner to one of the Department s CDRTs, he or she may
satisfy the requirements of state law by appointing a forensic” pathologlst instead. CDRTs are not
required to investigate every child death, however they must review ‘deaths when the deceased child is
a ward of the department, the subject of an open DCFS caée, the\subject of a pending child abuse or
neglect investigation, a previously abused child, or any other child whose. death is reported to have been
due to abuse or neglect. ** CDRTSs are required to review, Chl|d deaths\as soon as possible and within 90
days following a DCFS investigation under the/Kbused and Neglected Chrld Reportmg Act or after
receiving necessary information from the coroner dependlng on the nature of the' case.

\

> p
When Reports to External AgencneSIAre Requlred\ \ / \\
. / »

Abuse and Neglect of a Long Term Care Faahty Resident. ™

If a coroner has reasonable cause to belleve any reSIdent of a long-care facility with whom they have
_direct contact has been subjected to abuse\or\neglect he or\sLhe 1 r\equrred to immediately report or
cause his suspicions to bé reported to the III|n0|s Department of Public Health.”

™ NV AN
N P ~ -
Child Abuse or NegIect \ A < '
As noted above, the coroner isa mandated reporter of SL\lspected child abuse or neglect and must report
any suspected or neglect to DCFS .’ P Y
I S \ ’ BT N N
- \\ \\ \ \,\ e . T
Domestrc Violence \\ ~.

N
In every case where the coroner determmes that domestic violence is a contributing factor in a death,
the coroner shaII report the death to the State Pollce

N

Fires N
In every case in which-a fire is determmed to be a contributing factor in a death, the coroner shall report

the death to the Ofﬂc\e\of ‘the Sta/te Fire Marshal. The coroner shall provide a copy of the death

325 1LCS 5/4

20 ILCS 515/25(b).
320 ILCS 515/15
20 ILCS 515/20
3210 1LCS 30/4

% 325 1LCS 5/4

7 55 ILCS 5/3-3013
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certificate (i) within 30 days after filing the permanent death certificate and (ii) in a manner that is
agreed upon by the coroner and the State Fire Marshal.®®

Traffic or Boating Fatalities

All coroners shall on or before the 10th day of each month report in writing to the Administrator the
death of any person within their respective jurisdiction, during the preceding calendar month, as the
result of a traffic or boating accident giving the time and place of the accident and the circumstances
relating thereto.*® The Department of Transportation may solicit supplementary reports coroners during

special investigations of motor vehicle accidents. .

N
Unidentified Human Remains e
Law enforcement officials shall inform the coroner whenevef they conduct a death scene investigation
involving unidentified human remains. When the coroner has custo@ o{human remains that he cannot
identify within 24 hours of discovery, or custody of rer’r’\al‘,ns that cannot be\getermmed to be human or

not, the coroner shall notify the Department of State PoliEe. \
/

The coroner must make a reasonable attempt to |dent|fy human, remams promptly that he has charge
of. No coroner shall dispose of or engage in actions that would matenally affect the\onldentlfled human
remains without first obtaining samplé suntable for DNA ldentsflcatlon photographing‘the unidentified
person or human remains, and exhaustmg all other approp\rlate ‘steps for identification. If the human
remains have not been identified wnthm 30 days the coroner sha?l make reasonable efforts to obtain
prompt DNA analysis of blologlcal samples. \\‘ AN \ \\

“ . 4 \"\ NS
The coroner shall obtam a ‘DNA sample from" any mgvudual whose remains are not identifiable and
forward this sample to the Department of State Pohce for mclusnon in the State and National DNA
Databases. Prior to burying or- interring an unknown ;hdlwdual's remains the coroner must assign that
individual afDNA log number\place a tag- stamped w1th that number on that individual, and if possible

tag that- number on the. unldentlﬁed |nd|V|duaI’s toe tag. 50/

{ AN \ \ ~
\\\\\ N\ \
\ N

Coroner Inquests N

\ . v
Inquests in General\ ;
\x N /" v"

K \\ s /

Though once an important part of the determination of the cause of death, in most instances, lllinois
law no longer requires a coroner to conduct inquests.”® However, a coroner may, in his discretion,
conduct an inquest in cases of apparent suicide, homicide, or accidental death or in other cases.

55 |LCS 5/3-3013

% 625 ILCS 5/11-413, 625 ILCS 45/6-1
%50 ILCS 722/25

*1 55 |LCS 5/3-3013
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The Coal Mining Act requires a coroner to conduct an inquest upon notice by a mine operator whenever
anyone is killed in a mine. During an inquest into a death that occurred in a mine, the State Mine
Inspector may question and cross-examine any witness testifying at the inquest. 32

Additionally, the Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Code requires that the coroner conduct
an inquest in the event of a sudden or mysterious death of any recipient of services at any public or
private mental health or developmental disabilities facility.”’

Notice of Inquest to Decedent’s Family

The coroner shall make a reasonable attempt to notify the family, spééifically the parents, children, and
siblings of the deceased, and all known eyewitnesses to the‘death,*of the date an inquest is to be held.
The coroner shall provide such notice shall be given at \Ie‘ag] /days before the date of the inquest and
afford the family members or eyewitnesses, if they request, the opportupity to testify at the inquest. >

p
No Embalming Permitted Without Coroner’s Permission

No licensed embalmer or person shall embalm the deadxb\'c}dy of any person with, inject'therein, or place
thereon any fluid or preparation of any kind~ before obtalnmg perm|55|on from the coroner where such
body is the subject of a coroner's |nqu<;§1 Any\person who wolates this prohibition commits a business

offense and shall be fined not exceeding $5 OOO \)

Empanelment of Coﬂr S. ]ury }x

In cases of apparent &mde hom|c1de or accudental death or in other cases, the coroner may in his
discretion conduct__a\rlmquest \Ir}xcountles\wnh jury commnssmns including DuPage County, the jury
commissipn. shaII provide_at least 8 JuFB—r?to thé-coroner,\from whom the coroner shall select any 6 to
serve a$ the Jury for the.nquest. Inquests may be-continued as the coroner may deem necessary. The 6
jurors originally chosen in a-given ca;'e\may\wew the body of the deceased. if at any continuation of an
inquest on&wrmore of the 6\"juro‘rs originally.chosen shall be unable to continue to serve, the coroner
shall fill the vagancy or vacancies. At thé-coroner's discretion, the jury commission shall supply
additional Jurors\b fillsuch vacanaes The county board shall set the fees of each juror attending an
inquest at the same amount it pays to grand and petit jurors, but not in excess of $10 per inquest or $40

per day payable, from the ¢ unty treasury 7 If a sufficient number of jurors so summoned do not
attend, the coroner may summon others from among the bystanders to make up the jury.

%2225 ILCS 705/10.03

33 405 ILCS 5/5-100

455 ILCS 5/3-3027

%355 |LCS 5/3-3037

%8 55 |LCS 5/3-3013

%7 55 ILCS 5/4-11002, 55 ILCS 5/3-3013.
%55 |LCS 5/3-3022
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Additionally, a coroner’s juror who fails or refuses without good cause to act as a juror or misbehaves in
that capacity, shall be guilty of a petty offense and be fined not less than $3 nor more than $20.%°

Organization of Jury; Oath

When the jury is assembled, the coroner shall appoint one of the number as foreman, and administer to
him an oath or affirmation, in the following form, to-wit:

You, as foreman to this inquest, do solemnly swear {or affirm, as the case may require),
that you will diligently inquire, and true presentment make’,“how, and in what manner,
and by whom or what, the body which lies dead, camé t(}itgdeath' and that you will
deliver to me, the coroner of this county, a trU/nquest\thereof according to such
evidence as shall be given you, and accordlng to the best of your knowledge and belief;

so help you God.*°
The coroner shall then administer the following oaﬁo the other jurors:

The same oath which your foreman has just now take/on his part, you and each of you
do solemnly swear (or affirm, &s € the. case may reqwre) to keep on your respectlve parts;

so help you God. &t AN

™~ \
The coroner may sum@nd com,SeI the att ndance of- aII wthesses whose testimony may probably
be requisite to provmgxthe iject of\an inquest. The co/roner may “also, upon a showing of good cause,

Testimony of Witnesses

request the circuit judge of the coroner.s county to issue a subpoena for the delivery of documents or
records relatifig to the_object of‘an mquest or\necessary\ to complete an investigation.”’ Any witness
appearing at thé’inguest shall have the right tocounsel. %A “competent person” must record all witness

testimony dg\rmg the mquest Ir{the\ab ence of a recording, the coroner must file a signed copy of the

testimony |r\1h<<ﬂce. \ w

Records of Inquest

/ﬂ\

For every inquest that is\h\e.lg}he c/c/)roner must keep a record of the names of the person upon whose
body the inquest is held,*thé names of the jurors, the names, residences, and occupations of every

witness, and the verdict. If t‘h\e*name of the deceased is not known a description of that person and any

N

%55 |LCS 5/3-3023
%55 |LCS 5/3-3024
51 55 ILCS 5/3-3024
%2 55 ILCS 5/3-3026
% 55 ILCS 5/3-3030
% 55 )LCS 5/3-3031
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facts and circumstances attending the death which may lead to the identification of the deceased must
be preserved.®

Verdicts

A jury shall inquire into how a body came to its death and deliver a verdict to the coroner. As part of its
verdict, the jury may recommend that the death not fead to criminal prosecutions.?® The verdict of a
coroner’s jury is not admissible in actions or proceedings for the recovery of damages arising from or
growing out of injuries caused by the negligence of any person,/fi(m or corporation resulting in the

death of any person or for the collection of a policy of insurance. 27>

Unlawful Slayers

~ ; N
\\ ~ \
Witnesses / \ \

If the evidence of a witness implicates a person”as the unlawful slayer of the person over whom an
inquest is held, the coroner shall reqwre that w:tness to appear in the c1rcwt court on a designated day
to provide evidence on the matter.® % If the witness refuses to entér mto a recogmzance required by the
coroner, the coroner shall remit the witness to the county jail and prowde the court.with a copy of the
inquest’s verdict. © P N

Slayers “\\ NN \‘\\\

If a person implicated by an mquest as the unlawful slayer of the deceased or an accessory thereto is not
in custody therefor, thé coroner actmg upon the S|gned verdlct of hIS jury shall, in his capacity as
conservator of the pea\ce,epprehend such person and |mmed|ately bring him before a judge of the
circuit court of his county.to be dealt with accordmg to law on a criminal charge preferred on the basis

of such verdict.”- . - \'\ \/ o \ \
h \\ \//

s g ~ _
// o N \ \ \ ‘*\\\’\\
Access to Records \\
N \\ \
Abuse of Adults»with Disabiliti:‘es S
\ 1]

When the Office of Inspector General of the Department of Human Services has reason to believe that
the death of an adult W|th dlsébllmes may be the result of abuse, neglect, or exploitation, it must
immediately report the matt_eE,to the appropriate coroner and cooperate fully with any subsequent
investigation.”* Further, with\ the exception of the identity of the person making a report, the

8 55 |LCS 5/3-3032
% 55 |LCS 5/3-3025
%7 735 |LCS 5/8-2201
% 55 ILCS 5/3-3028
% 55 |LCS 5/3-3029
55 |LCS 5/3-3036
720 ILCS 2435/25 (f)
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department may make any records concerning the reports of abuse, neglect, or exploitation of a
disabled adult available to a coroner who has reason to believe that abuse or neglect contributed to or
resulted in the death of an adult with disabilities. 7

Child Abuse

A coroner who has reason to believe that a child has died as the result of abuse or neglect shall have
access to the records of DCFS concerning reports of child abuse and neglect in the furtherance of
purposes directly connected with the administration of the Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act or
the Intergovernmental Missing Child Recovery Act of 1984, 73

Elder Abuse \\

In accord with established law and its internal protocols *procedures and\pollcres the Department on
Aging or one of its designated provider agencies shaII prowde access to records of elder abuse, neglect,
financial exploitation, or self-neglect, but not access to the |dentrty of the person or persons making a
report of alleged abuse, to a coroner or medical e\)\<am\|ner who’ has reason to belleve that an eligible
adult has died as the result of abuse, néglect, flnanCIaIEXpTortélon, or self-neglect. The.provider agency
shall immediately provide the corone\r or; rnEdlcaI examiner, W|th all records pertaining to the eligible
adult. Further, a coroner or having proper Junsdlctlon, pursuant to a written agreement between a
provider agency and the coroner, under whuch the provrder agency?\may furnish to the office of the

coroner a list of all eh%/lble € adults who may be a’{ imminent risk of death as a result of abuse, neglect,
financial exploitation, or self-neglect ) N S
\ \ \ /«/ . >

Autopsies - N / \ \ \
-~ Ny . .
When@uto\psnes Are Requlred \\\ S

The public mterest requires tha\t the coroner .cause an autopsy, including the taking of x-rays and the
performance of.other medical tests as he deems appropriate, to be performed where a death has

occurred AND \\\ !
N

a) The circumstances\‘concerning the death are suspicious, obscure, mysterious, or otherwise
unexplained and |n\the ‘opinion of the examining physician or the coroner the cause of death
cannot be established "definitely except by autopsy, and

b) Where the death appears to have been caused by Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS);

c) Where a death has occurred while being pursued, apprehended, or taken into custody by or
while in the custody of any law enforcement agency.

7220 ILCS 2435/55(g)
325 1LCS 5/11.1
74320 ILCS 20/8
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An autopsy is not required based solely on the fact that the decedent was under treatment by prayer or
spiritual means alone.

Preparation for Autopsies

The coroner shall give instructions not to embalm the body until toxicology samples are drawn, and if a
child dies from suspicious a suspicious cause, the coroner shall secure the services of a pathologist. The
Department of Public Health shall provide coroners and pathologists with a child death autopsy

protocol. °

Who May Perform Autopsies

The coroner may not perform an autopsy unless he is a patb’ol6g§‘*and~is performing the autopsy at the
request of the coroner in another county. In all counties other than Cogk €ounty, physicians appointed
or designated by the Director of the lllinois Department of Public Health must perform all medical
examinations or autopsies. Such physicians must_be, duly licensed to practice>medicine in all of its
branches, and whenever possible, have special training in\pathology\ Historically,»and.as is still reflected
in statute, the Director makes his or hef'éppomtments or\deSIgnatlons upon the recom?‘nendatlon of the
Advisory Board on Necropsy Service to\Coroners after the board has consulted with the elected coroner.
However, after former Governor Blagojevich dlssQLved this b;}rd in.2003, the Director consults directly

with the elected coroner before demgnat%i\?\hysmans for.. autopsy\servuce Except in Cook County, the

2N

coroner has no authority o desngnate thes \bhysmlan hlmself Y The e _examining physician shall file
copies of the reports o/results of hlS or her autopsije€s and medlcal examinations with the coroner and

with the Department of«Publlc Health

SIDS Auto sws T
P \

Where\an <|nfant under 2 years of age has dted“suddenly and unexpectedly and the circumstances
concerning the death are\unexplamed the coroner shall cause an autopsy to be conducted by a
physician whe_is*also a pathologist Parents or:guardian of the child shall receive a preliminary report of
the autopsy within'5_days of the,infant's death. The coroner shall report all suspected Sudden Infant
Death Syndrome cases to the Statewcde Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Program within 72 hours. If the
finding of Sudden Infant Death~ yndrome is medically justified pursuant to the Department of Public
Health’s guidelines, the child’s death certificate shall list that cause and be forwarded to the Department
of Public Health within 30 days'6/f the death with a report that includes pertinent data and documents.

Corneal Transplant Requests

73 55 1LCS 5/3-3015(b)
55 1LCS 5/3-3014
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Upon request by a physician licensed to practice medicine in all its branches, or by an eye bank certified
by the Eye Bank Association of America, and approved by the coroner, in any case in which a patient is in
need of corneal tissue for a transplant, a coroner who orders the performance of an autopsy may
provide corneal tissue of a decedent whenever all of the following conditions are met:

(1) The decedent from whom the tissue is taken is under the jurisdiction of the coroner or county
medical examiner.

(2) There has been a reasonable and good faith effort by the coroner or county medical examiner or
any authorized individual acting for the coroner or county medical examiner to contact an
appropriate.

(3) No objection by the decedent or, after the decedent's d ,by an appropriate person is known
to the coroner or county medical examiner or authorlzed mdwrdual acting for the coroner or
county medical examiner prior to removal of the cofneal tl\s\sue*

(4) The person designated to remove the tissue is qﬂuglif_iea to do.sc under this Act.

(5) Removal of the tissue will not interfere with the subsequent\course of an investigation or
autopsy.

(6) The individual when living did not make_khown in writing his or her-objection on religious
grounds to the removal of his or her cornealwigsue.

Objection to the removal of corneal ti@may be made known,to the coroner or authorized individual

=, \\

uringhis or her lifetime or by the following persons, in the

order of priority stated, after the decedent's\dSSth

NN

(1} anindividual acting as {§ as the-decedent' age n t under a power of attorney for health care;

(2} the decedentxs/surrogate decmon ma e \/ entlfle/ci\by the. attending physician in accordance
with the Health Care Surroga{te Act; 4

(3) the guardian of the decedent's person at the tlme of death;

(4) the decedent's spouse\/ \

(5) any of the decedent's adult sons ot daughters,

(6) |ther of the dece\dent 3 parents

(7) any of the decedent s\adult brothers or 5|sters,

(8) any adu\lt grandchlld ofthe decede}n

(9) a ciose friend of the decedent \\>

(10)the guardlgn of the decedent's estate; or

(11)any other person authorlz‘ed or under legal obligation to dispose of the body.

acting for the coroner by the individual d

If the coroner or county medical exdminer or any authorized individual acting for the coroner or county
medical examiner has actual‘notice of any contrary indications by the decedent or actual notice that any
member within the same class specified above, in the same order of priority, objects to the removal, the
coroner or county medical examiner shall not approve the removal of corneal tissue.

The coroner or any authorized individual acting for the coroner authorizing the removal of corneal
tissue, shall not be liable in any civil or criminal action for removing corneal tissue from a decedent and
using the same for transplant purposes if there has been compliance with the provisions of the law.

Exhuming Bodies for Autopsies

20



If the coroner deems it advisable to exhume a body for the purpose of investigation or autopsy or both,
and the coroner would have been authorized by law to perform an investigation or autopsy on the body
before it was interred, the coroner may exhume the body after consulting on the matter with the state's
attorney and upon the order of the circuit court directing the exhumation upon the petition of the
state's attorney.”’

Payment of Expenses

The cost of all autopsies, medical examinations, laboratory fees, if any, and travel expenses of the
examining physician and the costs of exhuming a body shall be/p/ayable from the general fund of the

county where the body is found. e ‘
PANR

e

. \\,/
Duties Upon Conclusion of lnvestigatidné

Issuance and Registration of Death Certfﬁcates

\ SO N
The coroner shall register every death occurring in his county, or if the body was found in his county, by
filing a death certificate with the county cIerk’s offlce W|th|n 7 days of the death and before cremation
or removal of the body from the State of IIImons, except when the death is subject to investigation by the
coroner.” When a death occurs without medlcal attentlon or when it.is the subject of an investigation
by the coroner, the coroner shall\slgn the death certlftcate W|th| 4§/hours except as provided by

lati rt b A LN
reguiation in certain pro em cases\ \ \\ / = ~. \

~ -
7/
'\ N —

When a fetal death occur\s W|thout medical attendance upon the mother at or after the delivery, or
when mvestugatnon is requlred by law the coroner shall be responsible for the completion of the fetal
death cert:flcate and shall sign'the medlcal cemﬁcat\r\on wrthm 24 hours after the delivery or the finding
of the fetus except as prowded by regulatlon in speual problem cases.’

\ \ \

\ N
If the decedent was under the age of 18 years at the time of his or her death, and the death was due to

\

injuries suffered as a result of a motor vehicle’ backing over a child, or if the death occurred due to the
power window of.a motor vehrcle the coroner or medical examiner must send a copy of the medical
certification, with mformatlon documentmg that the death was due to a vehicle backing over the child
or that the death was caused by a power window of a vehicle, to the Department of Children and Family

Services.® \\ v

Cremation Permits

77 55 1LCS 5/3-3015(c)
78410 1LCS 535/18

7 410 ILCS 535/20

% 55 jLCS 5/3-3018

21



Prior to cremation of any body, as the statutory cremation-authorizing agent, the coroner must issue a
permit to the funeral director or other person having custody of the dead body. The coroner's permit to
cremate shall be presented to the local registrar in applying for the Permit for Disposition of Dead
Human Body provided for in the Vital Records Act, and the local registrar shall attach the coroner's
permit to cremate to the Permit for Disposition of Dead Human Body which is issued. No crematory shall
cremate a dead human body unless a Permit for Disposition of Dead Human Body with an attached
coroner's permit to cremate has been furnished to authorize the cremation. Human remains may not be
cremated within 24 hours of the time of death unless the deceased had an infectious or dangerous
disease and the coroner waives the requirement in writing or becaus-egf religious requirements. 8

Return of Body to Family of the Deceased , /

As soon as may be consistent with the performance of+his duties, the cor\ciner shall release the body of
the decedent to the decedent's next of kin, personalfepresentative, friendsror to the person designated
in writing by the decedent or to the funeral direCtor,selected by such persaons;.as the case may be, for
burial, and none of the duties or powers of coroners.shall be const{?ed to mteri?re\wnth or control the
right of such persons to the custody and burial o\the‘decedent .upon completiomof the coroner's

NV Y
investigation.®

Unclaimed Bodies and Remains

if there are no persons ﬁé&ept\the body‘or‘the re alns the coroner shall cause the body or the
remains to be decehtl/uned cren\w\ated or d\onéted for- medlcal scuence purposes in accordance with
the Cadaver Act,®® the xpenses to be pald fromthe, pﬁ)perty of the deceased, if there is sufficient, if
not, by the county. The coroner. ma//not,approve the cremation or donation of the body if it is necessary

to preserve-tfie body-for law enforcement-p;ﬁoses

If the State Treasurer, pursuant to he Uniform Disposition of Unclaimed Property Act, delivers human
remains to the coroner, the cokmer shall cause the human remains to be disposed in a similar fashion. If
the police de&mment of any, mt\mlupal@or county investigates abandoned cremated remains,
determines that«they are human'remains, and cannot locate the owner of the remains, then the police
shall deliver the remains to the coroner, and the coroner shall cause the remains to be disposed of in

the same manner.

Disposition of Personal Property of the Deceased

When any valuable personal property, money or papers, are found upon or near the body which is the
subject of a coroner's investigation, inquiry or inquest, the coroner shall take charge of the property and
deliver it to those entitled to its care or possession.

®1 410 ILCS 18/15, 410 ILCS 18/35
8¢5 |.CS 5/3-3021
# 410 ILCS 510/et. seq.
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If the property is unclaimed, or if the property shall be necessary to defray the expenses of the burial,
the coroner shall, after giving 10 days' notice of the time and place of sale, sell such property, and after
deducting coroner's fees and funeral expenses, deposit the proceeds thereof, and the money and
papers so found, with the county treasurer. The proceeds shall remain in the possession of the county
treasurer subject to the order of the legal representatives of the deceased, if claimed within 5 years
thereafter, or if not claimed within that time, to vest in the county.®

o

Removal of Bodies / i

Interference with Duties of the Coroner

No dead body over which the a coroner has jurlsdlctlon or.the personal property of such a deceased
person, shall be handled, moved, disturbed, embalmed or removed’ from the place of death by any
person, except with the permission of the coroner, unless the same shall* be necessary to protect such
body or property from damage or destruction, orunless necessary to protect Ilfe\safety, or health. Any
person knowingly violates this restriction is guilty of a: Class A mlsdemeanor \b

~ //

Failure to Notify Coroner of Questlo\ltﬁble Death \ N

\ \ ~.
Every law enforcement official, funeral dlrector ambulance attendant hospltal director or administrator
or person having custody of theé body of a deceased person where the death is subject to investigation,
and any physician in attendance upon such a dec\edent at thetime of hIS death shall notify the coroner
promptly. Any such person who fa|ls to notlfy the _coroner promptly shall be guilty of a Class A
misdemeanor, unless such person has reasonable cause to believe that the coroner had already been
notified.?® This obllgatlon is résta’ted in the Juvenlle Court Act of 1987 and provides that if a law
enforcement ofﬁcenhas reasonable cause to suspect that a minor has died as a result of abuse or
neglect he ‘or she shall |mmed|ately report such suspected abuse or neglect to the appropriate medical
examlne\r or coroner

\_ \ \ \

Failure to Notlfy Coroner of\the Dlscovery of Human Remains

O
Any person who knowingly fails- to report the discovery of human skeletal remains within 48 hours is
guilty of a Class C mlsdemeanor unless such person has reasonable cause to believe that the coroner
had already been so notlfned If such remains appear to be from an unregistered grave the coroner shall
prior to removing the remains promptly notify the Historic Preservation Agency.® Under lllinois law, an
unregistered grave is any grave or location where a human body has been buried or deposited, that is

# 55 1LCS 5/3-3033
55 |LCS 5/3-3019
% 55 ILCS 5/3-3020
%705 ILCS 405/2-6
820 ILCS 3440/3.
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over 100 years old, and is not in a cemetery registered with, licensed by, or under the authority of the
appropriate state organization.89

Vacancies or Other Occurrences in the Office of Coroner

Temporary Absence Due to Military Service

If a coroner is called into active duty military service the office of coroner shall not be deemed to be
vacant and the presiding officer of the county board shall appoi/nt'/a\competent person to perform the
duties of the coroner until such time as the coroner shall be discharged from active military service.”

Absence of Coroner 4 \\;\

N\
if there is no coroner, or if the coroner is a party to“or otherwise int’er\e\s’ted in a matter under his
investigation, his duties may be executed by a deputy.coroner which the coroner designated to perform
his dutles or in the absence of a designation, to any sheriff, sherlff’s deputy,-or pollce officer in the

t \\ \,\\ /
coun y / o N S

\ »\\ “ -
\ \\\ "\\ \

VA \\
Whenever a vacancy occurs in the office of an elected coroner the* chalrman of the county board may
appoint a replacemer;( wrth the. advrce and con\sent of the cou\nty board in the manner set forth in the
Election Code.”* When a vacancy occurs in the officé of an appornted coroner, the county board shall fill
any vacancy in the office_ within 60 days. A sherlff who also serves as an appointed coroner may be
compensated his or, her se>v1ce in that capac:ty \
/ "~ \ ,‘ \ \

Abohtlon of Ofﬁce By Referendum “\ >

AN \\ N AN \ v

If a county- abollshes the offlce of coroner ‘the county board shall within 60 days select a person to
perform the dutles previously carrred out by the coroner. If the sheriff of a county performs these duties
he may be compensated for domg s0.’

\\\/

s

Vacancies

Finances

Statutory Coroner Fees

% 20 ILCS 3440/1(b).
% 55 |LCS 5/3-3038
%1 55 ILCS 5/3-3009
%255 |LCS 5/3-3039
% 55 |LCS 5/3-3043
% 55 ILCS 5/3-3044
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Under the Counties Code, the coroner is entitled to charge the following amounts as fees for his
. 95
services:

For a copy of a transcript of sworn testimony: $5.00 per page.
For a copy of an autopsy report (if not included in transcript): $50.00.
For a copy of the verdict of a coroner's jury: $5.00.
For a copy of a toxicology report: $25.00.
For a print of or an electronic file containing a picture obtained by the coroner: actual cost or
$3.00, whichever is greater.
6. For each copy of miscellaneous reports, including artist's-drawings but not including police
reports: actual cost or $25.00, whichever is greater. / h
7. For a coroner's or medical examiner's permit to cremate” a dead human body: $50.00. The
coroner may waive, at his or her discretion, the permit fee. |f the coroner determines that the
person is indigent and unable to pay the permit fee or. under other special circumstances.
All of which fees shall be certified by the court; in the/case of mmates of. any State charitable or penal
institution, the fees shall be paid by the operating department or comm|55|on from the State Treasury.
In counties other than Cook County, the State's attorney shall collect such fees ‘out of the estate of the

deceased. N N N \
N \ N7 / NN

Same Fees as Sheriff 7 NS s

Except as otherwise provided by Iaw,}rvhenever the coron\e\r is requlred by law to perform any of the

duties of the office of the sheriff, the coroner is_ entltled to the Ilke fees and compensation as are

allowed by law to the shenff for the performance of s|m||ar servrces Slmllarly, whenever the coroner of

any county is required to travel in the performance of hus or h\e\r‘dut\l\es\he or she shall receive the same

nepwN R

mileage fees as are authonzed for the sherlff of such county \«\)
\

Payover of Fees to Specnal\Fund e \ \

The coroner § office- must pay\over any fees it- collects ‘or were collected on its behalf, to the county
treasurer for,deposn |nto a special account in the county treasury. Moneys in the special account shall
be used solely for the purchase of eIectronlc and forensic identification equipment or other related

supplies and the operatmg expenses of the coroner's office.
AN N N
AN \ \ /

Inquest and Bu_rial Expense‘s \

: i
When the wrongfu| act of a common carrier or manufacturer cause a death, the person or company

owning or operating such’ facmtles or means of transport is liable to pay for the coroner’s inquest and

the burial of the deceased.%\ /

% 55 1LCS 5/4-7001
% 55 ILCS 5/3-3035

25



Other Statutory Provisions Impacting the Coroner

Illinois Anatomical Gift Act

The following provisions of the lllinois Anatomical Gift Act”’ specifically apply to the Coroner:

755 ILCS 50/5-20 - Manner of Executing Anatomical Gifts
This section describes how donors can make anatomical gifts, permissible documents for such gifts and
donees.

AN
,

(f) — Noting in this section shall be construed to authorize mterference with the coroner in carrying out
an investigation or autopsy.

755 ILCS 50/5-45 - Rights and Duties at Death Q \

The Anatomical Gift act is subject to the provisioris of- the Counties Code pertalnlng to the office of
coroner, as well to lllinois laws that prescribe the powers and duties wrth respect to autopsies, and to
state statutes, rules, and regulations governing the tran\sportatuon@nd disposition-of deceased human

bodies. . ~\\ v // Y

N
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) U \ \

\ oS

\

The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) is generally a\ﬁpllcable to. corgners and their offices. Most
-

requests will need to be- comphed with wuthm 5 busmess days unless the coroner extends that time to

the extent and for the reasons authorized by the Actf \\\>

\ \. \ \ \ /“
The coroner must designate\a jiOIA Ofﬁcer within ‘h{s’o\fﬁce who is responsible for performing various
duties under-FOIA, rnclgdlng managmg mcommg requests and completing a mandatory annual training

program aﬁaﬂable from the Attorney General's weEsrte v’

. \\ W\ >
Thougr; FOIA takes the posrtlon that “records of publtc bodies are presumed to be open for inspection
and copymg,\the Act does prowde n\umerous exemptions which the coroner may assert when
appropriate. While the list of exemptlons is extensive, many of the exemptions frequently applicable to
the work of the coroners office pertain to instances where disclosure would be an unwarranted
invasion of personal prlvacy (ie autopsy photographs), obstruct a criminal investigation, involve records
provided to a mortality revrew team and or include certain information pertaining to the interment of

human remains.

Interaction with State Agencies

Department of State Police

7 755 ILCS 50/1.1 — 5.50
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Dental Records

Every county medical examiner and coroner shall, in every death investigation where he or she cannot
determine the identity of a dead body by visual means, fingerprints, or other identifying data, have a
qualified dentist, as determined by the county medical examiner or coroner, conduct a dental
examination of the dead body. If the county medical examiner or coroner, with the aid of the dental
examination and other identifiers, is still unable to establish the identity of the dead body, the medical
examiner or coroner shall forthwith submit the dental records to the State Police — which serves as the
central repository for these records and sets rules for the form and manner of their submission. 98

The State Police receives and files dental records submitted by coﬁht? medical examiners and coroners
from unidentified dead bodies and submitted by law enforc’e/ment agencies from persons reported
missing for more than 30 days. It further provides lnformatlon from. this file on possible identifications
resulting from the comparison of dental records submltted with th\ose records on file, to county medical
examiners, coroners, and law enforcement agencies/” - \‘\

Ve

DNA Fingerprint Analysis < \\\\A

AN
A coroner shall provide the State Police with a sample of dried blood and buccal specimens from a dead

body for DNA fingerprint analysis when the State Pollce notifies the coroner that it has determined that
providing that sample may be useful for Iaw enforcement t purposes in a crlmmal investigation. In
instances where the coroner cannot obtaw_unco_n_tgmmated blog_d_pr buccal specimens, he or she may
submit a tissue sample instead. In addition, if a local law enforcement agency notifies a coroner that
such a sample would be useful in a criminal exammatlon, the coroner shaII provide a sample to the local

N
law enforcement agency for subm|55|on to the State Polrce \

\\ ‘\‘ \ 3 ;/

Forensic Services \\ N $

The State Pollces mternaI\Drwsuon of Foren5|c Servrces is tasked with the duty of establishing and
operatlng a forensm screnge Iaboratory system lncludmg a forensic toxicological laboratory service, for
the purpose of testing" specumenS\submltted by coroners and other law enforcement officers in their
efforts to determme whether aIcohoI drugs or p0|sonous or other toxic substances have been involved
in deaths, accidents, o illness. 19\1 . NN

AN N N

AN N A
Department of Public Health

Advisory Board on NE“cn;psy Service to Coroners

Illinois faw provides for the: creatu/)n of an Advisory Board on Necropsy Service to Coroners within the
lllinois Department of Public Health 92 The Governor appoints the members of this 11-member board
which is empowered to counsel and advise the Department’s director on the administration of the

%8 20 ILCS 2630/9

%9 20 ILCS 2605/2605-380 (formerly 20 ILCS 2605/55a-8)
19950 1LCS 2630/9.5

101 50 ILCS 2605/2605-40 (formerly 20 ILCS 2605/55a-4)
192 50 ILCS 5/5-565(c) (formerly 20 ILCS 5/5.06)
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Autopsy Act. By law, 3 of the 11 board members must be elected coroners, 3 must be physicians, and 5
must be neither physicians nor coroners. At least one member must be a senior citizen over the age of
60. Former Governor Blagojevich abolished this board by executive order in 2003, however the lllinois
General Assembly not taken any action to remove references to it from statute.

Alzheimer’s Disease Information

The Department shall provide information to coroners regarding the importance of autopsies in the
diagnosis and in the conduct of research into the causes and cure of Alzheimer's disease and related
disorders. It must also arrange for education and training programs that will enable coroners to oversee

autopsies necessary for a proper diagnosis of Alzheimer's drseaseor related disorders as the cause or a
v

contributing factor to a death.'® / P
TN \

Toxicological Laboratory Services o

The Department is authorized to establish and operate a toxucologlcal 1aboratory service for the purpose
of testing specimens submitted by coroners, physicians’ and law enforcement officers in their efforts to
determine whether poisonous, biologically infectious or radioactive substancesxhave been involved in
deaths, accidents, or illness; providing technical assrstance and-advice on the ;arfe handling of such
specimens; and for the further purpose\of testing samples/of water air, and “other substances to
determine the radioactive or chemical’ mgredlents of pollutants of industrial wastes WhICh are or may be
emptied into, or found in the streams, waters and atmosphere and for similar purposes.’®

\ A ~. ~
Task Force on Organ Transplantatlon \\\“--,\ \ \x \\
The Department is also home toa 21- member\Task Force on. Organ Transplantatlon The Director of the
Department of Public Health appomts 15 of these members one of whom must be a representative
from the Illinois State Coroners Association. '®® Among the responsibilities of the Task Force was to
conduct a comprehenswe \exammatlon of. the medlcal legal, ethical, economic, and social issues
presented by human organ procurement and transpla\ntatlon and report its finding to the General

-
~,

Assembly and the Governor by Janua\r\? 1 1999 O

\'\ N N O N
. \ \ N
N .S S/

103 70 ILCS 2310/2310-335
104 410 ILCS 60/1
19590 ILCS 2310/2310-395 (formerly 20 ILCS 2310/55.72)
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