Ex-sheriff loses

\2/3/02-

Kang COUNTY CHRONICLE

pension after

- theft conviction

EUREKA (AP) — Former
" Woodford County Sheriff Bill
Myers has lost his $2,500 a
month state pension after
being convicted of stealing
more than $233,000 from the

county. - .
The Illinois Municipal
Retirement Fund has ruled the

felony theft case was related to
Myers’ official duties as sher-
iff, which automatlcally can-
cels pension beneﬁts under
Ilhnms faw.

Myers, who began serving a
three-year prison sentence last .
week, had been collecting pen-
sion benefits since November
2001, when he resigned as
sheriff after the missing money
was discovered.

Pension checks were halted
in late- October, days - after
Myers was sentenced for fed-
eral mail fraud and money
laundering charges, said Mike
Weinstein, -associate general
counsel for the IMRE

Myers, who was sheriff for
12 years, has until late January
to appeal the IMRF ruling. His
attorney, Thomas Penn Jr. of
Peoria, could not be reached for
comiment on a possible appeal.

The former sheriff pleaded
guilty to using county-issued
credit cards to steal about
$200,000, which prosecutors
said he used for personal ex-
. .penses such as motorcycle
equipment, cameras, guns and

. hotel rooms.

He also pleaded guilty to
misuse of nearly $30,000 from
a - federal grant from ' the

Juvenile Justice reform fund.



Jail overcrowding
-~ _highon list

~ ByTOMSCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

committee and a plan for 2030
are all issues with which the
Kane County Board will wres-
tlenextyear. - T
On - Thursday,
Mike McCoy
—distributed a
list of “2003
goalsand ob-
jectives” to
the chair-
men of each
standing
comumittes, a o
group that @m Ny
comprises :
. theExecudve . McCoy
Committee.

Crowding at the jail is one
of the biggest issues, and
though the board has author-
ized spending $12 million to
build a 200-bed addition,
coming up with the money to
staff it is another story.

Enter the referendurm, State
law allows counties seek ap-
proval from the voters to levy a
sales tax in quarter-cent incre-
ments. The income is restricted
to public safety purposes.

A quarter-cent sales tax
hike would raise $8.2 million
annually.

McCoy favors the National

[ Institute of Corrections rec-

l

ommendation that the county
form a criminal justice coordi-
pating committee to OVEIsee

McCoy sets
‘Kane’s goals
for next year

GENEVA,—-A-publi;: safety ,
referendum, a criminal justice”

the courts and the jail.

Last month, Sheriff Ken
Ramsey invited the NIC repre-
sentatives to give their assess-
ment of the county’s criminal
justice systern. Their top sugges-
tion was to form a committee
that examines the criminal jus-
tice system as a way to keep f'ail
populations as low as possible.

“It's something that we -

- should do so that we're all on

the same page,” McCoy said.
The 2030 plan is to followin
the steps of the county’s award-
winning 2020 Land Resource
Management Plan. Both
Development and Executive
comumittees will be focused on

- developing the plan, he said.

In addition to the 2030
plan, McCoy wants the
Development Committee to
tackle the issue of growth and
school financing.

“Bvery school district in
our county has some type of fi-
pancial problem,” McCoy said.

The Executive Comrnittee,
which McCoy chairs, will head
the jail addition project and
the veterans’ memorial.

He also wants to set up
strategic objectives. The board
wrote up some objectives six
years ago, he said, and have
followed them closely.

The Transportation Com-
mittee will focus on the
Anderson Road extension near
Elburn, and Randall Road.

“There’s always Randall
Road,” McCoy said.

Other issues the board will
tackle next year include the
animal control facility, reno- -
vating the coroner’s office, pri-
vatizing services atthe jail, the
circuit clerk’s office build-out
and a new telephone system.
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| l'Woodruﬁﬁfst E
- woman lieutenant
in jail's history -

KANE COUNTY CHRONICLE ~

GENEVA = —  Lynne ()
Woodruff has been promoted "X,
from sergeant to lieutenant at =
the Kane County Jail, the sher- .
iff announced Wednesday. ‘

Woodruff, who has been a
sergeant since 1995, has been
with the sheriff’s office for 13
years, Sheriff Ken Ramsey said.

She was the first woman ser-
geant in the corrections de-
partment and, now, is the first
woman lieutenant, he said. '

Woodruff is pursuing certifi-
cation as a jail manager through
the American Jail Association,
Ramsey said. She earned a
‘bachelor’s degree in business
management 'and leadership
from Judson College. ‘




DuPage to 'study};abmty to bri
water to Geneva, ¥

Existing pipes m

ight b’e; too crusty

-2 /f'JL fr\’)
12

By BRENDA SC,I-_IO.RY
Kane County Chronicle
—-—————\-_- *

ELMHURST — The DuPage Water
Commission must study the condition
of its pipes before it can offer excess
water to Geneva and North Aurora.

Commissioners at Thursday's
meeting said they must determine the
condition of the inside of the transmis-
sion pipes, such as mineral deposits, to
know if the pipes could adequately
serve Kane County commumtles with
Lake Michigan water.

“What complicates thlngs is an
issue of c-factors, engineering stuff, hy-
draulic issues we need to resolve,”
DuPage Manager of Water Operations
Robert Martin said,

“It has to do with the smoothness
inside the pipes. There's deposit built
up on the inside of pipes, aluminum
hydroxide and polyphosphate from
the treatment that interrupts its trans-
portability and changes the type of
flow,” he said.

The comrnission supplies an aver-
age of 80 million gallons a day to

DuPage comumunities. In Qctober, offi-
cials suggested they could sell excess
lake water to Geneva, Batawa and
NorthAurora. =~ -

Geneva and North Aurora oﬂ‘imals
are interested, but Batavia aldermen
voted to build a water treatment facility
to remove excess radium from its
water. Radium is an element that oc-
curs in water naturally, but is known to
cause cancer. New radium standards
call for reducing the amount in drink-

 ing'water.

X DuPage can sell Geneva4 million
gallons a day of treated water, Geneva
would not have to build a $21 million
treatment facility. -

North Aurora officials still are wait-
ing to learn what it would cost before
they would commit to buying it. North
Aurorawould need 2.6 million galions a

- day if the village chooses to participate.

Martin said the commission would
send letters to all three municipalities
to determine interest. .

Areport distributed at the meeting
states the commission could supply
less water if the municipalities mixed

deep well water w1th treated Lake';:"
. Michigan water to: cornply w1th ra-

chu.m standards. v

- If they choose to take half water
from Lake Michigan to reduce tadiur:
levels, “Te will be necessary for them to™
construct improvements to their water -
systems to bring the water from the -
deep wells to a central mixing facﬂlty,”
the report states.

“Engineering ‘estimates state full
water service mains could cost $20
million, half water service mains could
cost $15.3 million to supply water out-
side DuPage County. Parucxpanng mu-
nicipalities would pay for thernains.

Size could be reduced by installing
a pumping station in the general area
of Geneva and Prince Crossing roads,
just east of Route 59 in unincorporated -
West Chicago, the report states.

The commission is expected to re-
visit the issue at its next meeting Jan. 9.

Geneva Water Superintendent
John Donahue supported the idea
when first proposed.

“Lake water is definitely a more vi-
able source than aquifers are right now:.
It would certainly guarantee us maxi-
mum water — as much as we could
hope for —in the foreseeable future,”
he said,




Lake water in

Kane?

Geneva, Batavia, N. Aurora ponder

_12/pfp2 |
Iy Garrett Ordower Bea(m)

TTAFF WRITER ‘
‘ELMHURST — Lake Michigan water could

iream into some; Kane. Couty communities as-

hey look to increase water quality and prevent fu-
ure shortages. -= - -

T o
" Batavia, Geneva and North Auirora — the three .-
-for the county.

Ommunities eyed:by the DuPage Water Com-
nission for service — have shown varying levels
f interest in the discussions.
<At this point, Geneva appears to be most inter-
$ted, according to DuPage's Water Operations:
Aanager Robert Martin, and the city has put its
tans for $20 million of water system upgrades on
iold pending talks with DuPage County.
~.“We're looking at doing a full replacement of
ar water supply to improve water quality and re-
ability of the future supply,” said John Donahue,
uperintendent of water and sewer for Geneva.
-Combining lake water with well water also
ould help the three towns reach federally ac-

“Vondra said,

ceptable radium levels. - :
Additionally, a study by the Northern Illinois

Planring Commission has-indicated the urban- "
~'ized areas of Kanie County could see well water

shortages in the near future: ,

- At the comimission’s Thursday morning meet-
ing, Chairman Mike Vondra pointed to the three
communities as a source of increased revenues

“My goal is to sell water and make money,”

Vondra said a five-year capital improvement
plan being looked at by the commission has no
new sources of revenue and that bringing water
west could reduce operating costs and increase
profit margins, _

Many questions concerning the viability of ex-
tending water service remain, however, including
DuPage bumping up against its water allocation

* ‘and, during the summer, its maximum pumping

pressure. )
Those concerns could mean a new pumping

WATE

P_‘ rom page Al

pected to take care of water needs for
20to 30 years. :

“Batavia would be interested in
finding out what they have to offer
us,” said John Dillon, superintendent

“If the costs are o high, they

" might not be interested in going any
further,” Commissioner Rick Wilcox
said. “To really know what it would
take is going to take a further study.”
In‘addition to engineering costs,

. the legal costs, both in time and
money, of DuPage providing water

outside of the county also coudd run -

high. State laws may prohibit such ac-
tion, and the move would need to be
approved by communities already
part of the DuPage water system,

“The bottom line is that, if we have
to take in all those costs; it might not
be profitable for us either,” Commis-
sioner William Mueller said.

Batavia will move ahead with $18
million of improvements to its water

system regardless of the DuPage de-

“cision after approaching the county
several years ago and being told they
were not interested in supplying lake
water to Kane County, :

However, the city will keep its op-
tions open for the future, as its cur-
rent round of improvements are ex-

of water and sewer.

North Aurora contacted the com--

mission as a way of “checking out al-

ternatives” to a $1.6 million water
treatment plant the village will need -
in order to meet radium guidelines,-

Village Manager Rob Nelis said.

North Aurora residents saw a 12 per-
cent water rate increase this year, but

Nelis doesn't expect the construction
will cause another hike.

- Both Batavia and Geneva said the

cost of bringing lake water to town,
even if it is high, still might be com-
petitive with existing plaps. As it
stands now, Geneva expects water
prices to go up 60 percent in the near
future, and Batavia's rates soon will

double from where they were gix

months ago: :

- DuPage intends to move aliead
with a further study of the idea, pro-
vided at Jeast one of the communities

will make funds and personne] avail-

able to work with the county.
“Everyone is waiting to see the
numbers,” Martin said.

[y

station or other capital improvements would be

needed before water could reach the cities, and
that could make the costs for everyone involved
prohibitive.

+ Turn to WATER, A2
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‘Animal-control

‘shelter draws
closer to vote B

B Cost an issue:
Kane County Board will
'decide facility’s location

By Steve Lord ¢ WY] :
" STAFF WRITER ;

GENEVA — The location of a propased §1.2
million Kane County Animal Control shelter:
will be decided by a vote of the County Board.

That is, of course, if the board votes to
support t.he facility. .

Almost everything about the-project, about
“two years in the making, stillis on the table as it-
careens toward a County Board vote,

“Ultimately, this body will decide,” Board
Chairman Mike McCoy, R-Aurera, told the
Executive Commitice Thursday “We're
following a certzin schedule. We've been
considering this, and now it's here. Maybe the
board will decide to reject 1t, but it's time to
make a decision.”

The timing in recent months has been
prompted by developments at the pnvate
Anderson Animal Shelter in South Elgin, The
shelter has told Kane County it is crowded, and

. gdﬁngdoscibatimcwhmitnolmga‘w{ﬂbeable
to take animals picked up by Kane Animal Control.

Traditionally, stray or dangerous animals
collected north of Intcrstate 88 in the county
have been taken to Andetson. South of 188, the
?arg]rlpals €0 to the Aurora Animal Control,

ty.

Recently, Auderson raised the fées it charges
the county, which resulted in the county raising
its fees to the public. The basic fee to retain an
animal picked up increased from $50 ta $150.

Board member Paul Greviskes, D-Aurora,.
said a Kane animal shelter is needed for the
county to fulfillits stabutory obligation to pick up
“biting” or dangerous animals in both the
unincorporated areas and the municipalities in
the county.

“If we don't build the facility, we don't avoid
the obligation,” he said. “We realiy need the
-facnhty now — for when Anderson isniot an
option.”

Municipal participation

Board® member Karen Steve-
McConnaughay, R-5t. Charles, said that, while
she supports building the facility, she has had a
tough time reconciling to constituents who ask
her how the county can afford a $1.2 million
facifity when it has a budget crunch,

“We have more obligations than money, soit
becomes a question of priority,” she said, *Do
you feel this a top priority?”

Board member Jim Mntch elt, R-North
Aurora, said the county has had the money for
the facility set aside, collected from pet license
{ecs. He said board members should make it
clear the anital control facility “pays for itself”

with user fees. Morcover, when the facility is .

. built, the county no longer will have to charge
residents the fees it now pays Anderson.

Several board members agreed the county
should consider charging the municipalities
something to put toward the shelter, While the
county has an obfigation to pick up dangerous
animals, it does not have to pick all strays within
municipal boundaries, It has expanded its
obligation somewhat to do that.

“T think it's reasonable to ask the’
mumcmalmes to participate,” McCoy said.”
“They won't agree to pay us; we'll have to
threaten them ™

The board would vote, too, on the location of
the shelter. Greviskes said he is recommending
the county pick 2 site it already owns at Peck
and Kestinger roads in western Geneva. He said
roads and existing land contours favor thar. site
over one in Elgin.

Engineering tests at both facilities showed
‘the Peck and Keslinger site would be about
$50,000 cheaper. Although the county does not
own the proposed Elgin site, the Elgin City
Council has agreed to buy the land for the «
county if it picks that site,



C duhty official balks’ at spéndihg o
$1 million on animal control fa(:lhty

By DAVID R. KAZAK
Daily Herald Staff Writer \

|ol0”

With budget cuts and shm-

i prospects for new money the talk of
the day, a Kane County Board

_ member Thursday questioned why
plans for a $1.2 million animal con-
trol facility were moving forward.

“Is this really a priority?” said Karen
Steve-McConnaughay, a St. Charles
Republican and member of the
county executive committee.

For more than a year, animal con-
trol officials, headed by board

- member Paut Greviskes, an Aurora
" Democrat and former ieader of the
- board’s public safety committee,

have been developmg plans forsuch
afacility. .
It’s needed, Greviskes said,

because the Anderson Animal Shel--

ter, a private facility in South Flgin, is
too crowded to take Kane's animals.

"Anderson is the only facility that .
takes the strays picked up by Kane
- benefit from that service should be

County.
The last hurdle to bu:]dmg a
county-owned facility is answering

the question of whereto puti it inthe.
" Geneva area or in Elgin.

Greviskes, a staunch supporter of
the proposed facility, said he’s both-

ered by Steve- McConnaughay’s_

question.
“We have an obligation, a legal

obligation, to promde (ammal con-
trol)-services,” Greviskes said.

~ But Steve-McConnaughay said she
wonders whether the county is pro- -
viding services above and beyond its
obligation when it coines to picking
up strays. .

If 50, then maybe the towns that

helping pay for the shelter, she said.
“Ijust don't see how we can justify
this right now,” she said. .
The matter will be addressed at the
public safety committee’s next meet-
ing in January. The committee’s new
chainman is Lee Barrett, a Republican

. county board member from East

Dundee.



McCoy
lays out
priorities
for Kane

I P

|Mccoy:

Cash—strapped

| Kane to look
{at pI‘lOl“ltleS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1- -
ihto office Tuesday, can sort

‘| through the issues and estab-

lish priorities.

grams that McCoy suggésted m
clade::. -
B Upgradmg some of the™

county's- communications and

business systems, intluding tel-
ephone and -purchasing,. and
building out half of the. former.
8t. Charles "department store
space now bemg leased to house
the Circiiit Court ¢lerk. .

@ Shepherding the - ‘planned
200-bed expanswn of the County
Jail, examining .opportunities
for jail privatization and pursu-
ing whether ajail-bond referen- -
dum proposal is feasible. .

Chalrman wants
list to bring focus.

By William Presecky

“Tribune staff reporter ‘Z//j/ﬁ 2,

-~ Grabbing the chance to urge
. the Kane County Board to
quickly set priorities, Chair-
i man Mike McCoy on Thurs-
I day outlined about 30 projects,
;including expansion of the
| County Jail and construction
of a' veterans' memorial, coro-
ner's building and animal-
control facility.
- His list of 2003 goals and ob-
jectives for the newly seated
Executive Committee, of

contain any surprises, but it
was a rare attempt by the Aur-
dgra Republi-
can to lay out §
the challeng- }
es facing the
board. - -
It marked
‘only the sec- [+
ond time he |4
has  offered p.
such guid- Clo.afta
ance,i he said, McCay
the first being
| when_he was elected board
chairman in 1996.
McCoy said his list does not

importance. It is the legisla-
tive prerogative of the board,

- “These are just things that 1
think the committeés need to
work on,” McCoy said. “These
are optlons .

McCoy said he plans to ‘ask
“for a retreat-type session scon
at which the County Board, in-
| cluding five mémbers sworn

PLEASE SEE MCCOY, PAGE 107

which he is chairman, didn't -

rank the projects and goalsby -

he said, to set those priorities.”

He said the highly charged po-
lmc_al atmosphere that dom-
inated the past year, when the
boundaries of all 26 districts
were rédrawn and board mem-
bership was up for grabs was

dlstractmg

“We need to refocus on some
things that are hanging out
there,” he said. “We've shaken

up thé committees some, and .

it’s a good time to refocus. As a
board, we work best when the
committees are doing commit-
tee work. Sometimes I feel like
I'm doing more of the work.”

. Taxpayers will watch closely
as the board establishes spend-
ing priorities at a time when

fastgrowing Kane is cash-'

strapped, said longtime board
member Karen Steve-McCon-
naughay (R-5t. Charles). McCoy
assigned her the task of solving
the county’s recurring problem
of jail overcrowding.

“How does the County Board

‘rationalize building an animal-

control facility when you can't
solvejail problems?” she said. “I
can’t possibly be the only board
member who is asked that. We
have more obligations than we
have money. We've got.a lot of
top priorities and not enough
money to pay for them.”

- The list of projects and pro-

| Updating th€ county’s ¢om-
prehensive plan using projected
2030 population and employ-
ment figures and continuing to
assess the county's future water
supply. . '
g Constructmg a -wveterans
memorial and animal-control -

facility and addressmg the need-

for a coroner’s office..

£ Paying greater attention to
state and federal legislation af-
fecting the county; establishing
a legislative agenda and pre-

"senting it to the countys new

state delegation.
Although McCoy's goal-set- .

“ting effort comes as he begins

the final two years of his second
four-year term as board chair-
man, hesaldthehstlsnottledto
his political future.

McCoy said he has not made
up his mind whether to seek a
third term as chairman, but
said he has ruled out seekmg
any other elected post. :

“I'have no interest in any oth- -
er office but-1 haven’t decided
for sure whether I will run for
another term as chairman.
Truthfully, I'm trying to kind of
avoid [that decision] for at least
& couple of months. I'm proba-
bly intending to [run] but I

-haven’t made a final decision,”

McCoy said.
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By William Presecky - . -
Tribune staff reporter
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‘Mediator to hear court la

Kane County -officials and
Teamsters hegotiators are
. scheduled to meet with afederal
 mediator Wednesday to try to
avert a strike by the 16th Judi-
cial District’s probation officers
and youth home counselors.

“The meeting came after a re-

.quest Monday by newly sworn
Chief Judge Philip DiMarzio to

the regional office of the Federal’

Mediation and Conciliation Ser-
vices in Hinsdale. DiMarzio
asked the office to enter the la-
bor talks between the county
apd Teamsters Local 330 in El-

. DiMarzio took office Monday
as the chief judge of the 16th Cir-
cuit, which includes Kane, Ken-
dall and DeKalb Counties. He
succeeded Judge Grant Wegner,
who declined last week to ask

“for federal mediation. -
A one-year labor agreement
with the union expired Nov. 30.
Court Services Administra-
tion Director James Mueller

and labor attorney Carl Tomin-

bergof Chicagoare scheduled to
represent the court system in
the mediation proceedings, ac-
cording to Court Administrator
Doug Naughton. Dominic Ro-
manazzi, secretary-treasurer of
Local 330, will be the lead nego-
tiator for the union. _

Romanazzi said he welcomed
thie decision by DiMarzio toseek
mediation but would not rule
out a strike. . S

“Tt-is our intent to bargain in
good faith. We have agreed- to
mediation. However, I did not
relinquish my right to take
strike action,” Romanazzi said.

_“There could be strike action

during mediation.” -

A majority of the 114 members
of the bargaining unit voted
Nov. 22 to authorize a strike
rather than accept a one-year la-
bor pact that, among other
things, included a 2 percent sal-

_ary increase. The strike vote

was 66-24. An emergency meet-
ing ai which strike instructions
and directions were to be issued
to union members was set for

bor dispute
Tuesday night in Elgin, accord-
ing to Romanazzi )

The circuit’s last offer, which
union members voted to reject,
would have added $550 a year to
the current $27,500 starting sala-
ry of a probation officer. The
union is seeking an across-the-
board salary increase of 13 per-
cent. ' L

Romanazzi has argued that
the circuit’s probation officers

need a double-digit percentage
increase if they hope -to ap-
proach parity with their higher-
paid counterparts in some of the
collar counties. _ )
“This {parity issue}] is a'long- |
standing problem,” Romanazzi
said. ’ e
" The operating budget for the
county’s fiscal year, which be-’
gan Sunday, includes a nearly 6
percent cut in personnel ex-
penses. About half the cuts were
restored from . contingency
.funds that were unexpectedly |
enhanced by about $1.5 million
after a lower-than-expected in-
crease in medical -insurance
costs. : o
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focuses on education,
Guethle on,hogSiIigi '
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AURORA - Governor-alect Rod Blagojevich
has tapped two lacal political leaders to help
craft the' state’s-educationi and housing policies -
.as he prepares to take office.> § ;= LT

T,

Aurora-Alderman David’,Mairc{ﬁez, asocial- -

studies teacher at East Aurora High School, will
i help the governor with-his education policies.
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.. Mark Guethle-of North Aurora, chairman of
the Katie County PDemocratic Party and the
political director for district-council No. 30 of
the Intériiational Union of Painters and Allied
Tradesy will hélp Blagojevich with housing
ISSUeR. AT Ay nbays e o ML

“Tm serving 2t the pleasure of the governor-
elect in order to help him'to fifid $olutionis'to a
Iot.of different problems-we're facing in
educgﬁon,—?ﬂl:.(lagque'z ! s:i‘i'cll‘ff{‘f;tfs_’;af'g;‘éﬁt hopot.”

* Marqiiez and Guethle were both asked by
meinbers -of Blagojevich’s staff to serve on the
commiittee within the:last two weeks and
readily accepted the appomtments. o
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¥~ “Pm happy to help the state any
i-vay 1 can do it,” Guethle said.
- Both men cited relevant career
- gxperiences and involvement with
" the Democratic Party as reasons for
the committee appointments.
+Guethle said he has been involved
:“in organized labor for more than 25
t‘years and with the paintérs union
<"for about eight years, ‘
"+ Marquez has served as a teacher
“here for five years and been in-
*:volved with youth programs for 10
_.years. He was the Aurora area coor-
" “dinator for Blagojevich’'s primary
"-¢ampaign and helped get out the
--'yote in November. :

:‘:::-ﬁeginning work
. Guethle has already had one

“meeting with his committee in

. Chicago Monday, and has meetings
*:scheduled Thursday and Friday.

-+His committee is chaired by Rep...

-“Bobhby Rush, D-Chicago.
. Marquez does not have a
" -§cheduled meeting yet, but will
*"derve on a subcommittee dealing
“"with translating education into
careers, one of about 12 education
. subcommittees. Marquez also
:.intends to advise subcommittees
" dealing with youth viclence, teacher
.- .retention and school funding. '
.. The topics are something

*‘Marquez has only started grappling
_.with and he doesn’t yet have any
~ concrete ideas on whathe will bring
{0 the committee.
~ "Fe're just in the beginning
process,” Marquez said. “As we g0
along and collect the information
‘we'll be passing it on to the
'&ducation committee and then to
.the governor.”

- Guethle already has some issues

that he intends to bring up before’
the housing committee. :

“One of the most important
issues for folks that live in our
district would be to create some .
resources for people that are
homeless so they have a place to

~ live,” Guethle said.

] want to help our area as much

as possible. Kane County is a pretty
.large county and we need help, but
hopefully I can benefit it.”

Guethle also said he wants to en-
sure construction contracts go to in-
state contractors. As it stands now,
each county has its own rules for
construction contracts, but he
would like more of the 12 or 13 -
agencies throughout the state that -
deal with housing to mimic Chica-
go’s housing program, which only
uses in-state labor. . ’

“T've seen contractors come in
from out of state and never pay pre-
vailing wage and never pay a dime
in taxes,” Guethle said.

Outlining challenges

Guethle said -the time
commitment for his committee’
should only be a couple of hours a
week and won't affect his other

* responsibilities.
Both Guethle and Marquez said
" their commitments to Blagojevich's
transition efforts are temporary and
that they aren’t looking for
permanent positions with his
administration. . .

The education and housing
cémmittees are two of the 16
transition committees whose
membership  Blagojevich
announced Tuesday. .

- The committees are tasked with
submitting reports to Blagojevich
by the end of December that outline
immediate challenges in each policy
area and practical advice on
translating campaign promises into
realities.



Cook County school district_l
broke; 23% more could follow

H2M lpa

'THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

" SPRINGFIELD — As Tllincis law-
smakers tried to find money to bail
iout a bankrupt Cook County school
«district Tuesday, educators warned
sthat it's just one of 20 districts that
fcould go broke by spring.

i State Superintendent Robert
:Schiller told a House education
_comymittee that declining state sup-
“port, eroding property tax bases and

districts borrowing money have led

to a crisis. :

- More than eight in 10 school dis-

fricts could face deficits by the end

of the school year, he said.

- Preliminary figures suggest
_-about 20 districts could be so deep

-n the red that they could not pay

bills, Schiller said.

. The pending crisis could fuel de-
bate over a plan to shift the school

_funding burden to state income

taxes, increasing them by $3 billion,
while rebating $3.5 billion in proper-
fy taxes.

“We must fund education from
the state of Illinois and not from
these little property taxes that can
decline through no fault of the chil
dren,” said Rep. Monique Davis, D-
Chicago, ' :

Schiller was promoting efforts to
aid the Hazel Crest School District,
a Cook County district that doesn’t
have enough money to meet its
$320,000 Dec. 20 payroll.

Its financial demise was so sud-
den that the district would be closed
if the state followed its usual proce-
dure of analyses in February.



Officials: Competiffﬁn
will keep waste

di | costs down -
isposa coi s down

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle
’———'-_"'——-——

GENEVA — The firm that wants to
build a waste transfer station said a neg*
ative vote next week by the Kane County
Board could skyrocket disposal costs. -

However, some officials believe

- S . e . S
ton will influence prices mor

" next Tuésday's Vote! ™ ™
furict Woodldnd Landfill on Route'25

. Committee will consider the transfer
station at today’s meeting. . - |

. ,.gw
- - ,Waste Management spokesman Lee.

“Adelman said if the application s re-
* jected, sticker prices could increase
"when municipalities negotiate,.their
‘gatbage contracts, . . . ..
_*“when Settler’s Hill closes they'd be

hard-pressed to keep costs down,”

' The': board, will vote’ on Wasié
Management's. application "to’ §ité a
transfer station on.the site of the de-

near South Elgin. ‘The Executive .

et

htion, theunpactwﬂlbegmt'b show when

municipalcontracts comie to anend.”

vSome officials said "the cost of
garbage disposal is dictated by the mar-
Ket. If Waste Managemerit's application
is denied, another. company will step
forward to apply for another site.

~ “Economics will dictate if someone

wants to site a transfer“station,” said
DanWalter, R-South Elgin. * - .

. 'Walter said the courity board's solid,
waste plans call for a series of transfer
stations in place of landfills. Woodland
Landfill closed last monih. Settler's Hill

is scheduled to close Dec. 31, 2006.

good old-fashioned business competi-

Adelman said. “Without a transfer sta-

.am " :
Station -
Continued from page 1

“] support our solid waste
plan. We recognize the need to

address the cost of disposal,”
‘Walter said. - ;

As a meniber of the'boc{y '

that will approve or deny
Waste Management's applica-
tion, Walter is restricted in
- what he can and cannot say,

even though many of his con- .

stituents in South Elgin would
prefer the Woodland site stop
accepting garbage.

Instead of traveling di-
rectly to a landfill, the trucks
that pick up curb-side waste
from residences first would go
to the transfer station, where
the loads of several trucks are
put into semi-trucks and
hauled to downstate landfills.

Walter said a transfer sta-
tion or stations could be lo-
cated anywhere.’ ‘

: “Any of them would have
to meet the criteria,” Walter
said. _ '

Settler’s Hill is the second-

largest landfill in 1]1ino"1],s.
based on the more than 1 miil-
lion tons of waste it accepte

lastyear. . ‘

.. By comparison, the largest
in‘Illinois — and the second-
largest in the nation — near
Pontiac in Livingston County,
owned by Allied Waste

Systems, took in 2.9 million.
" tons. And, while Settler's will

close in four years, the Pontiac
landfill has capacity for an ad-
ditional 60 inillion tons, or an-
other 20 years. ‘
Groot Industries owns and

‘operates the DuKane Transfer
-Facility on Powis Road just in-
side the DuPage County line. -
-And Batavia may site its gwn

transfer station in an indus-

“trial patk on the city’s east

side. _
County board Chairman
Mike McCoy said the Batavia
facility, if approved by the city,
would benefit Tri-Cites resi-
dents once Settler’s Hill is
closed. ' : :
But the neighborhood
garbage trucks cannot travel
more than 12 to 15 miles to a

" See STATION; page 2

R

landfill or transfer station and
remain economical, McCoy
said. .

If the Woodland site is de-
nied, it could work to increase
costs for northern county res-

_idents, he said. .

“That's really the trade-off
of not having one, higher
costs,” McCoy. said. “In the
long term, say 20 years, we're
going to see significantly
higher disposal costs.”

Adelman said there is an-
other economic benefit to the
county that will be lost if

. board members deny the con-

tract. - S

The county receives “tip-
ping"” fees, which go into two
special funds, one restricted
to environmental programs,
calied the Surcharge Fund,
and one that can be used for

anything, . called the
Enterprise Fund.- .
The county withdrew $16

‘million from its Enterprise

Fund to build the proposed
200-bed addition to the jail.
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Belvidere priest faces charges

Geneva parlsh girl

is allegjasq yictim - -
leZ

By Ted Gregory - e

Tribune staff reporter

A Catholic priest from Bel-
videre has been charged with
sexually assaulting a 14-year-
old girl who was a student at
‘the Geneva parish where the
priest lived in 1995

Kane County authormes
said Wednesday that Rev

Mark A. Campobello, 37, who

was admmwtrator of - St.

James Catholic Church in Bel--

-, videre, has'been charged with
" aggravated criminal’ sexual
assault and aggravated crimi-

-nal sexual-abuse:-He was re-
. lieved of all duties by the Ca-

tholic Diocese of Rockford af-
terhisarrest. .

Geneva Police Lt. Joe Frega
said Wednesday that Campo-
bello assaulted the girl, who
was an 8th grader at St. Peter
Church’s school in Geneva,
““on a quasi- or fairly regular
basis” from January to May
1999. Prosecutors allege”Cam-

- gpiritzal  di-

pubello ‘assaulted the gu'l at
least five times.

At the time ‘
of the alleged [fs
abuse, Cam- [
pobello. was
assistant -
principal and

rector at Aur-
ora Central
Catholic High :
Schoolin Aur- Campobello
ora but was

living in St. Peter’s pectory.
From June 1994 through Sep-
tember 1995 he served as assc-

c1ate pastor at St Peter.

Frega said the assaults "oc-
curred at various placés dur-
ing this several-month peri-
od,” but not in the church or
school

Police began their mvestlga

tion Qct. 22 after an attorney:

for the girl, now 18, notified po- -
lice of the alleged misconduct,
Frega said. Police arrested
Campobelio on Tuesday in his -
office at St. James Parish in
Belvidere. He was released af- .
ter pastifig $7,500 cash bond,
“This young lady is tremen-

dously brave and she’s strong, -

PRIEST:

7 parishes
served since
‘91 ordination

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

pobelio on Tnesday when it was
notified by authorities of the
criminal allegations, Phelps
said.

“We are saddened by the alle-
gations in this case,” Phelps
said in a prepared statement.
“Most especially we express our’

. sorrow to the alleged victim and

her family Sexual abuse of mi-

. norsisboth atragedy and a trav-

esty, and we will not tolerate it
in our diocese.”

Theresa Malkowski, a parish-
ioner at St. Peter’s, said she
“was shocked" to hear that
Campobello had been accused of

_sexual misconduct.

"Of course, you don't think
it’s going to happen in your own;

~had hopéd her .
wouldn't find out about the al- |
leged indiscretions, but they |

parish,” she said Wednesday in
the parish parking Iot.

- Malkowski added that she
children

had and she would try to explam
the situation to them.

Patricia Kowalkowski, an of-
fice worker at St. Peter, had sim-
ilar sentiments.

“Everybedy is pretty much
saying the same thing. We're all
saddened by these allegations;
and we're all praying,” she said.

After being ordained in 1991,
Campobello served at seven dio-

cesan parishes in Reckford, Ge- |
neva, Aurara, Crystal Lake and |

Belvidere, mostly as an associ-
ate pastor. :

The diocese covers 11 counties
from the Mississippi River to
the Fox River and includes 105
parishes where a total of 371,322
Catholics worship, according to
the diocese Web site.

Penny Wiegert, a spokes-
woman for the diocese, said
“there was really no reason oth-
er than the needs of the diocese”
that Campobello moved seven

times in the decade after his or-
dination.

She said Campobello is “with -
family.” Efforts to contact him-
Wednesday were unsuccessful.

If convicted of the most seri--
ous charges, aggravated crimi-
nal sexual assault, he would be
sentenced to a minimum of 4
years in prison. The maximum
sentence is 15 years in prison.

Conviction for the less seri-
ous felony of aggravated crimi-
nal sexual abuse carries a mini-
mum penalty of probation. The
maximum sentence is 7 years in
prison.

Campobello’s next scheduled
court date is Jan. 9.

- and we hope that-she'll get

{hrough this,” Frega said. “We
‘can't say enough about how
strong she is for ¢oming for-
ward at this time.,” .-

-The Rockford diccese “has
relieved Father Campobello of
all duties at St. James Parish
in Belvidere and removed his
faculties to function as a
. priest,” said Owen Phelps, the
diocese's director of commu
nications. ‘

The diocese first learned of
passible misconduct by Cam-

PLEASE SEE PRIEST, PAGE 2
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Chicago firm to oversee Kane 'jail projéCt

Business linked
to top city official -
12 /5 /o2

By William Presecky
Tribune staff reporter
st

A Chicago-based. manage-
ment firm with family ties to a
top city official was ‘recom-
mended Wednesday to oversee
next vear's planned construc-
tion of a 200-bed addition to the
overwrought Xane County
Jail. .

The County Board’s Execu-
tive Committee voted to recom-

mend that d’Escoto, Inc. be
hired  for $534,648 -to take
charge of the estimated two-
year, $14 million construction

- project. The decision to recom-
" mend the firm, which is owned

and operated by the family of
Chicago Transportation Com-
missioner Miguel d’Escoto,
was made based on a detailed
review of the proposals from
the company and three others
by a special committee headed
by board member Lee Barrett
(R-East Dundee).

The full County Board is

‘scheduled to vote next Tuesday-
.Board Chairman Mike McCoy"

(R-Aurora), who had suggested

the county hire the firm based
on his own analysis of its pro-
posal, ordered a second review
by Barrett after some board
members questioned whether
they were all compared evenly.
A minority-run firm, d’Esco-
to originated in Aurora. In re-
cent years it has worked on
construction projects at Cook
County Jail, O'Hare Airport
and McCormick Place. {
“Basically, the committee

felt that after they really broke .

itdown and compared apples to
apples, [d’Escoto] was still
quite a bit lower than anybody
else,” McCoy said. “The com-
mittee liked their approach to

the job—the way they want to-
break it down into five or six
main contracts. 1 wasn’t in-
volved but those were the exact
reasons that I liked it.”
“Hopefully, we'll get contrac-
tor bids in early 2003,” he said,
adding that it was unlikely the
proposed addition would be de-
railed, despite a recent sugges-
tion by federal consultants that
the jail be demeclished and
anew one built. The jail, on Fa-
byan Parkway in Geneva, was
designed to house about 400 in-
mates. The county’s daily in-
mate population is now about
600 withabout 150. housed in
other counties. ‘



Court Workers cancel strlke
after 3:year deal negotiated

The president of the labor
union representing more than
100 probation officers and youth
home counselors in the 16th Ju-
dicial District said he has called
off a strike planned for Thurs-
day based on the outline of a
three-year salary agreement.

Details of the pact, which is
expected to include a 13 percent
across-the-board pay increase
over the course of the contract,
‘were being worked out late
Wednesday after a day of federal
mediation, said Joseph Degand,
president of Teamsters Local
330 in Elgin.

Degand said the umon hopes
to hold a ratification 'vote Fri-
day He said approval “looks

very promising.” !

Union -members were pre- '
pared to go on strike Thursday
morning, he said. ’

“I'm calling people telling
them the strike’s off for [Thurs-
dayl,” Degand said.

“This was planhed even if
they gave us an offer, There was
a meeting [Tuesday] night and
the people told us what they |
were willing for us to bring back
and if.they didn't reach that
mark we would have been out
[Thursday] morning,” he said.

The union's one-year pact
with the circuit court district,
which includes Kane, Kendall
and DeKalb Countles expired
Saturday.

2 /8/02 '\‘o\bur\a/
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. By Dave Parro W

STAFF WRITER

© AURORA — A new count of the
city’s population could make Auro-
ra the second-biggest city in the
State ~— and could bring in almost
$5 million in additional municipal
revenue in the next four years.

. A special census, which Aurora
already has applied for, could bring
in more than $1 million in addition-
4l money annually for three years
starting in 2004, based on an esti-
thated population increase of
12,000 people. The count could

-W

by

nn . ‘_{'J_:;;“‘ : ' N v. ‘N ) -
R T S ?if e -
stimate 2,000.more-Aurorans
bring in more than $300,000 +Zlower: incomie.tax revende to the ™ $2 ﬁimon," Stover said.
the fourth quarter next year.~, =, .city to continue béyond next During the néxt four years, the
The extra funds, which include year.,, o new population count will result in

state mcome tax and motor. fuel tax»...a Certainly. economic numbers
funds, are already budgeted for next _could improve and make things
year.and will help soften the blow of - better, but we'te not expecting it to
a weak economy. The city adjusted 'be-too much better in 2004," he
next year’s budget because itex- said. B
pects to see a decrease of $1 rillion
in expected income tax revenue for
2003, . . :
That number would have been " creases in revenue because of the
worse without the added révenue downturn in the economy.
from the special census. Brian “T ast time we did it (in 1998), we
Caputo, the city’s finance direc- = spent $250,000, and that resulted in
tor, said he expects the trend :

special census will help offset

N T
R R k)

Mayér David Stover said the’

- tgome of the city’s projected de-

of anincreaseinourrevenuebysome

__an additipnal $3:6 million in income
tax-and local-use funds, and more
than $1.1 million in additional
‘motor fuel tax funds.

The new count would bring in
an extra $265,000in income taxes
and local-use funds next year
aloiie. Once certified by the state,
the results will pay for the
$185,000 special census within
four months. ‘ .

& Turn to CENSUS, A2

ottt O AN Y e

~CENSUS

Aurora’s count of 142,990,

The special census could o
early next year, and the resiﬁlg
__s'hou]d_lge certified in time to bring
_n additional revenue for the Jast
_three months of 2003, Caputo said
- An additional 12,000 people,-a

. how it's happened.”
That is, unless Rockford

Aurora from continuing

.;'_‘.'r’conservative estimate, would bri bi "
17 :-?5“51"81‘&1 8 population to aborv.llgt iggest cities.
19,000, which could potentially . Contact Dave

f : _;‘gnakt_e the city the largest in the state

" behind Chicago. Rockford's 2000
Chicago. 2
. bopulation is 150,115, comp:reg 23 '

“We have not strived to b
str econe
the second largest city in the state
of Hlinois,” Stover said, “but that’s

or anoth-

er city sees enough growth to stop

its leap-

frogging up the list of the state’s

_ Farro at
_801-5495 or dparro@scn z(gfff

¢
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By Marie-Anne
STAFF WRITER

AURORA — Word spread quick-
ly through the community
Wednesday of the arrest on sexual
‘ charges of!a
Belvide 11
priest, fon‘ner]y

- prigcipal’and
spiritual du-ec-

School and an

; .., tor’at Holy An-
" gels in Aurora

‘and St Peter’s Cath hc Church in

Gene A wlh‘ Yo

. an- assis tant

tor at Aurofa . K
b Cle'n et r*a’l
‘Catholic High

assocmte pas- v

u'l-o'u

7**hsu _r

st Pcter’s defm‘cd comment to. oy .

lthc Rockford DIOC&§¢, ‘garishioners
¥ d.l

15, 1deér son had
Campobello as a teacher before
graduating from Aurora Central in
‘1999 “It xé kmd of l1ke, there Jt

i munmatlons forthe Rocldord
. Cathiolic: Diocese Listens to |
o Oountr State s Attnmey Meg

M as she announces sax-ahusé

pobelln Wednesday moming.
IR Y AT QN T X D

goes agam, but I want to*reserve °
‘ judgment until later

R e ,.44"{:.

R T fo mu»:sr

PRIEST

From PageAl

. Bonifas added that, while the j jury
~is still outin the allegations of the vic-

“tlm girl, who has come forward sev-

eral years after the fact and did not at-
tend Aurora Central, the troubles sur-
rounding the lives of priests in the
- United States have saddened her,
“It is kind of a slap in the face to
have something like that happen

=-with someone you trust,” she said.

“Unfortunately, we've just lost trust
and faith in the priesthood.” -
. Meanwhile Wednesday, Kane

i ‘;County State’s Attorney Meg -

Gorecki held a press conference
asking that any more victims con-
-tact authorities by calling the Gene-
va Police Department at (630)
232-4736 or the Kane County state’s

| attorney’s office at (630} 232-3500,

If convicted, Campobello faces a
maximum of 22 years in prison, said
Gorecki.

The priest stands chargcd with
five counts of criminal sexual as-
sault, an offense that lmght earn

+1him 4 to 15 years in prison, shduld
: .Campobello be found guilty. Also,
[the priest faces five counts of crimi-
.-nal sexual abuse, an offensec for
- - which he could be sentenced to pro-

- .bation or 3 'te 7 years in prison.

. Campobgllo had posted $7,500

% -cash and bailed himself out as of
= Wednesday, but he could not be

- reached for cornment,

In the meantime, Owen Phelps,

¢ommunications director for the
- Catholic Diocese of Rockford, an-

: ;_ .nounced that Campobello had been

-relieved of all his duties at his

«» ~parish, St James in Belvidere, and
: \-was removed of his faculties to per-
*Zform as a priest, as outlined in the

- Code of Canon Law.
At issue are the allegations of an
18-year-old Geneva woman, police
"said. She claims she was sexually

. *"abused by Campobello between

January and'May 1999.
At the time, the girl, who would

have been 14 and an eighth-grader -
- .t the St. Peter’s School, knew Cam-

> _pobello because her famﬂy attended
;. -church there, police said.
It took some time for her to come

'-‘ " .forward because of the soulsearch-

- mg involved, police said.
Authorities wouldn’t dlsclose

.where the abuse took place, but po-

- lice said it did happén within Gene-

- va city limits and not at St. Peter's
. -Church or the assaciated school.
.- Atthetime, Campobello lived at St.

K Peter s Church, said Mass and had
:éome duties there, but was assigned
to Aurora Central Catholic High
School, where-he served as assistant

« . principal and spiritual director.

.+ Aformer student, Mark Chilelli,
-now 21, recalled in a telephone call
t;hat Campobello was wc]l-hked
- .among students. ‘

- " had him for religion; he was a

good teacher, pretty outgoing,”
Chilelli said. “He brought us dough-
nuts to eat sometimes when we had
him in the mommg Anybody could
bring up anything.”

Another former student, Julie.
Breyne, said she and her group of
friends were close with Campobel-
lo, who would “talk to you as if you
were an adult.”

“We always went and talked to

* him whenever we had any trou-

bles,” the Eureka College senior
said. “He was always down to earth
and helped us out”

Genevan Mary Lu O'Halloran,
who has attended Mass at St.
Peter’s for 20 years, is Irish-Italian-
and said she had been in touch with

- others in the community today, talk-

ing about the gregarious priest she-.
remembered as a true ItaHan, a
happy Italian man.”

“Our hearts are broken,” she said.
“We're a family here. In a family,
when something happens to some-
one, we're all devastated. Our hearts

" go out to Father Mark, and our hearts

go out to the victim and her family,”

O’Halloran said she prays the
truth will come out and all would
learn from it.

In Aurora, Bob Scanlan and his
wife Jean, panshloners at Holy An-
gels, where Campobello setved in
1999, both expressed shock and dis-
may when they read about the
charges against him. :

Scanlan, who was a Rockford Dio-
cese priest until he married hig wife
in 1973, remembers Campobello as
a “nice young man" and respected

. in the parish.

Scanlan, who sits on the advisory
board of a 10-year-old national
group called “Celibacy is the
Issue,” believes the celibate.
lifestyle priests are forced to lead is

. ane of the reasons these kinds of

situations arise.

Others in the priesthood simply
expressed dismay.

“If anything happened, I am
sorry,” said the Rev. Jerry Leake of
Aurora, who formerly worked with
Campobello. “I would want to minis-
ter to the {victim's) family.”

Campobello was ordained May
18, 1991, at the Cathedral of St.
Peter, Rockford. He became associ-
ate pastor at Holy Family Parish in

Rockford, On June 16, 1994, he be-
* came assoclate pastdr at St Peter’s

in Geneva. On Sept. 26, 1995, he be-
came associate pastor at Cathedral
of St: Peter, Rockford.

On June 18, 1996, he became asso-
ciate pastor of Holy Angels in Aurora.
On June 10, 1997, he became assis-
tant ptincipal and spiritual director of
Autrora Central Catholic High Schoeol.

On Oct 6, 2000, he became asso-
ciate pastor of St. Thomas the Apos-
tle in Crystal Lake. On June 4, 2001,
he became parochial administrator
of St. James in Belvidere. .

Staff writer Garrett Ordower
contributed to this report,




County set to hire jail construction manager

® Closer look: Some board
members say d’Escoto, of
Chicago, still is the best bid

!?_/5— /D2

By Steve Lord %Qa@-ﬂ

STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — Upon further review, the
result was the same.

Or; in National Football League
parlance, there is no compelling visual
evidence for the Kane County Board to

overfurn a recommendation to hire

d’Escoto Inc. of Chicago to manage and
oversee a $12 million, 200-bed jail
addition.

After a month of detailed review of
the top three bids for managing the

addition project — which included -

"interviewing the three bidding
companies — a subcommittee headed
by board member Lee Barrett, R-
Carpentersville, recommended hmng
d’Escoto.

“I’Escoto was the cheapest bidder,”

said board member Rudy Neuberger, D-
Aurora, . who served on the
subcommittee with Barrett. “They want
to see Kane County contractors and
subcontractors and said they will hire as
many Kane County workers as they
possibly can.”

Some board members were
concerned about d’Escoto being a
Chicago firm. Neuberger said the firm
started in Aurora about 30 years ago but
moved its base to Chicago to get more
work. Now, they have moved back to
this area and have opened a new office
on Farnsworth Avenue in Aurora,
Neuberger said.

After examining the bids, Barrett said
all three of the bidders guaranteed
adequate services the county needed. He
said comparing exactly how much
manpower each would use was hard to do,
so his subcommittee looked at whether
they all would give the county what it
needed.

I’Escoto still was the lowest bidder at
$534,648. Next was Lamp Inc., $845,875.
The subcommittee also talked to Turner

Construction Company, which bid $1.3
million.

“1 originally recommended d'Escoto
because it was the lowest price, and I
think their approach to the job was the
best,” said board Chairman Mike McCoy,
R-Aurora.

It seems apparent the board will go
ahead and approve the contract and
begin the jail addition as soon as
possible, even though federal
consultants whao recently studied Kane
County's situation recommended the
county might want to scrap addition
plans and look at a new jail.

While some board members, including
Neuberger, said they were interested in

.that proposal, most have said the addition

1s so desperately needed, the board
should go ahead with it. Board members
might then look at a new jail.

The jail population has been running
more than 650 prisoners daily, with
about 125 sent to other ¢ounties. That
still leaves about 550 in a-jail designed
for 450.




~ Teamsters

- continue talks A

s ot
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. By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

. :GENEVA— ltwasadayoflong
meetings and caucuses Wednes- -

day between union probation offi- -
vcers and youth workers and Kane
County court representatives.

_ :They met all day with a federal
‘mediator to try to hammer outa
last-minute agreement that would
avoid a strike by about 115 proba-
~tion -officers, youth home workers
and other support workers repre-
- gented by Local 330 of the Team-
. sters union, headquartered in

By late Wednesday night,

though, there was no word on the .

talks’ progress.

. ~Workers voted to strike last
week after turning down by a
more than 2-1 margin what 16th
Circuit Court representatives said

 was their final offer. It would have

“iricluded a 2 percent raise for the
. next year and a small bonus. The
current one-year contract expired
_ Nov. 30. '

* Union officials had asked for an
4éross-the-board, $3,500-a-year,
salary increase for every member
 :of the bargaining unit. Workers

gaid they are trying to increase the

entire salary range. :

.. i Workers have complained for

the past several years — and in
.gome cases with agreement

from County Board and court of-
ficials — that probation workers

and youth home workers are low
paid in comparison with compa-

. rable court circuits in the Chica-

go area. :

‘While union officials asked for
federal mediation last week, court
officials turned it down. This
week, court officials turned
around and asked for the media-
tion session that took place
Wednesday. -

Court officials said they turned

_down mediation last week because

of the holiday and because the
16th Circuit was transitioning be-
tween former Chief Judge Grant
Wegner and the new chief judge,
Philip DiMarzio, who took office
Monday. '

Their letter to the union, howev-
er, did not mention any of those
things, saying only that they did
not think mediation would be ben-
eficial. ' .. _
~ The negotiations have been dif-
ficult during the past several
weeks, with union officials filing
unfair-labor-practices charges
against the circuit. They said man-
agers at the youth home were {y-
ing to convince union members to
leave the union. -
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McCoy names
new committees

m Many changes:
Board members
must approve set-up

atafu]l eeting
\2./5/02.
Steve Lord

St RO

. GENEVA — Kane County

Sheriff Ken Ramsey got his wish

—sortof. -

Ramsey had asked County
Board Chairman Mike McCay,
R-Aurora, to appoint a new
Corrections and Rehabilitation
Committee chairman after the
Nov, 5 election.

Ramsey has been at
loggerheads for menths with
Corrections Chairman Doug
Weigand, R-Batavia, a situation
that escalated into Wexgand
openly opposing Ramsey in his
re-election bid.

When the committee
assignments came out
Wednesday, McCoy named
Karen Steve-McConnaughay, B-
St. Charles, as the new
Corrections chairman. Weigand
will not even be on that
comimittee.

That does not mean Ramsey
. and Weigand necessarily will
escape having to work with each
other, however, McCoy
appointed Weigand as chairman
of the Finance Committee,
another committee that often
runs up against the'sheriff's
office on budgetary matters.

Still, after secing the
appointments, Weigand said, “I
think this will be a lot calmer.”

McCoy had promised big
_changes in the committeg
assignments; and évery
committee  chairmanship
changed except ane. The only
holdover is Gerry Jones, D-

Aurora, who will continue as |

chairman of the Public Health
Committce,

The appointments include
some first-time chairmen,
including: Barb Wojnicki, R-St.
Charles, whe will head the
Human Services Committee; Lee
Barrett, R- Carpentersvnlle, who,
will head thie Public Safety

* Committee, and-Bill Wyatt, R- -
Aurora, the new Transportauon )

Adrinistration; Cathy Huilbut 5
R-Elgin, Development; Jim

Mitchell, R- Nurtl& Aurora .

]udlcnary. Rob
McConnaugh LR-Geneva
Public Servic

. Dne notabl semorbnard
member Sleftiout of . the

.

clected Forest Preserve District
president at the next regular
mecting Dec. 10. All the
committees must be approved by
the full board at the full buard

_ meeting that day.

Coin flip -

Board members also found out
through the flip of a cein which
of the 26 board members must
run for office again in two years
and which will serve four- year
terms. ‘

All 26 board members stood
for election on Nov. 5, the first
clection after redistricting.
which is done every 10 years.

So, using  the coin flip
Wednesday, it was decided that
board members in odd-
numbered districts will serve two
four-year terms, followed by a
two-year term; and evea-
numbered districts will serve &
two-year term, followed by two
four-year terms.

.

cha1rmansh1ps “Was ]ohn_ .

Hoscheit, RSt Chatles, who had. .
beenthe Finance Committee
chaitman. That fueled fusther

specilation that Hoscheit will be

-
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o GENEVA News that a former -
" St Peter priest has been accused of =
. sexual ' abuse is spurring local
. Catholics fo pray for the wctlm s
and the priest. - «{e
oI Ttalso hasled some to defencl the _
. faith and the church,"and issue a re-
: nundermatﬁledlalgesareallegauons.“
‘Mark A. Campobello, 37, of
Be]v:dere was charged Tuesday with
- pefive counts each of criminal sexual
# ;v assault and aggravated criminal sex-
vt : ual abuse. The vie-.
f*"““» i timwas 14 and an
' elghth -grader” "at
'St. Peter Catholic
.School when the
alleged abuse-oc-
b e "L | curred " “betweern |
o ‘ - January and May
= " 1999 =
< Campobello
- 'Was san_ assistant
'\pastor at 5t. Peter
on Kanewlie Road
in 1994 He was living at the parish
I and"serving as assistant principal
I vand’ spiritual director at Aurora
|

-i-_

‘Central Catholic High School at the [
time of the-alleged abuse; Hewas ar-
Tested Tuesday at St. Jamies Catholic
+*Church in Belvidere, wheré he had |
beénservinguntil hisamest. % = *
- i He was very outgoing: We eri-
~-joyed him as a priest,” said Sue Arnold
Js.of Geneva. Arnold has eight children, |
+.;fourwho graduated from St. Peter and
{ ‘four who still attenid. Campobello-also
,.rtaughthersonatAuroraCentraL S
) 1;_‘ ~ "Buit priests are not the church. It |
“f-thas nothing to dowith St. Peter Parish
1 .1ortheschool. It's ahuinari problem and
. iE'not something where you can say all
A2 pnests are perpeuatom, Amold said.
1. .- “The parish is coming together
it the 8:30 2.m. Mass. {today} to pray
" for this: We will be praying for the - L ‘ il ;
" victim and her, t: family and for Father - S ., . Bab Gerrard <- Chranicle photo staft

o Mark and his fa"“lY and ""hat theY Kane County States Attomey Meg. Gorecki listens as spokesman for the Rockford diocese; Dr. Owen Phelps,
' ot ANSWErS questions at a press conference Wednesday at the Kane County State's ' Attorney Ofﬁce Phelps dis-

' : * o s» PRIEST ‘page 2 ke, - *cussed the arrest of a forrner S’f. Peter Camohc Charch pnes_t for the alleged sexual assault of a minor,
;-. e M .w‘mmh gl LI Hrw : T S

- 0 n*
S m,_-,-g ,....‘ .-‘r"’"‘""ﬂ_:ﬁsﬂ:é‘inﬁ—nuf. -
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i |
Priest
Cantinued from page 1

Mary Lu O'Halloran of
Geneva, a parishioner at St.
John Neumann Catholic

Church in St. Charles, attends .

Mass every morning at St
Peter and knew Campobello
when he celebrated Mass,

“It's devastating to all of
us,” O'Halloran said. "It is
devastating to our ' priests.
Some of these men we trusted
violated their vows, the sacra-
ment - of ordination. This
makes us very sad.

“He was always laughing.

He was a happy Italian man,”

she said.

O'Halloran said that con-
tinuing news of priests ac-
cused of sexnal misconduct
creates an unfair aura of sus-
picion on all priests. "

“Most priests are true ser-
vants of the Lord and when
these allegations happen, it
hurts all of us — our priests
and all the Catholics around
the world,” she said.

“My heart also goes out to
this young lady. Our compas-
sion in the church lies with
the younglady and her family
who have been victimized,

- and to Father Mark and his

family,” she said.

School officials from St.
Peter and Aurora Central re-
ferred all questions to the

" Rockford Diocese. Campobello

was relieved of his duties at St.
James after his arrest.

Kane County . State’s
Attorney Meg Goreckd said one
critninal count of each charge

was filed for each month the

abuge is alleged to have oc- -

curred. Gorecki would not dis-
cuss the frequency or location
of the alleged contact.

The charge of criminal

sexual assault specifies that

penetration occurred, while
the charge of aggravated crim-
inal sexual abuse indicates the
accused was in a position of
authority over the victim,

Gorecki said she did not
knowifthe victim orher parents
contacted the church or the dio-
cese before going to police.

Gorecki praised the
Rockford diocese’s quick ac-
tion in removing Campobello
from his duties.

The diocese has a compli-
cated policy regarding sexual
abuse allegations, said Owen -
Phelps, diocesespokesmarn.

Whien an abuse complaint
arises, the diocese advises the
victim to call police and be-
gins a simultaneous internal
investigation, he said.

In this case, though, the
church did not learn of the ac-
cusations - until -~ Monday,
when prosecutors contacted
the diocese, Phelps said. He
said he was not aware of any

investigation. being con-
ducted by the church.
Phelps would not explain

. why the diocese removed

Campobello from his min-
istry so quickly.

Jody Gleason, one of the
assistant state's attorneys who
will prosecute the case, said
she will seek a grand jury in-
dictment, but she did not
know when she will present
the case to the grand jury.

" At the same time police -
say the abuse was occurring
in Geneva, Campobellowasa
telebrant at weekly Mass at
St. Pamricks Church in
McHenry. .

In addition to St. Patrick’s,
Campobello also ministered
at St. Thomas the Apostle
Church and $t. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Church in Crystal Lake.

B Staff writers Victoria A.E-
Camron and Eric Olson con-
‘tributed to this report.



Coin
decides
board
terms

12./5/02
By TOM SCHLUETER
- - Kane County Chronicle

, GENEVA — With a toss of a
coin, Kane County Board mem-
bers learned whether their first
term of the new millennium
would be two or four years.

Chairman Mike McCoy se-
cured a coin from auditor
William Keck. He flipped it and
itlanded on heads.

Heads meant the 13 board
members representing odd-
number districts would serve
one two-year term and.two
four-year terms.

The 13 representatives
from even-numbered districts
would serve two four-year
terms and one two-year term.

The coin flip is conducted
every 10 years after the census
and redistricing. Every 10
years, all 26 board members
face re-election the same year.

Case law supports the coin
flip as fulfilling the statutoryre-
quirement that the decision be
random, assistant state’s attor-
ney Robert Sandner said.

Before flipping the coin,
MeCoy had Democrat Paul
Greviskes inspect it to ensure
its suitability. - -
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derman on Wednesday at the Hliriois Mathem
£

A _ ,
to recognize the only Nobel Laureate in Kane County, Kane County
e McCoy, right, reads from a proclamation honoring former Fermilab
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Zoning proposal
would affect
existing homes

Teardown/infill hearing

continues fonight
' ?‘/fo BRENDA SCHORY
Kane County Chronicle
L e = -
GENEVA — Potentially lost in the tear-
_ down/inflll debate is that the proposed

changes might affect modest remodeling -

efforts to houses built before 1989, critics
said. -

For example, critics said zoning pro-

posals could prohibit the addition of a
baby's room for an ex- .
pecting couple or a Inside
larger garage for a grow- :
ety 2O | Alook at
“That is a concern,” | Proposed and
said Dan Tkach, 46, who *| existing
built a bi-level house on | teardown/infil

Sunset Road in 1986. regulations.
“We built it under
one set of zoning regula- Page 6A

tions, and now that we

want to put on an addition, we would be
séverely restricted {under the proposal),”
Tkach said. '

He said he would like to add an addi-
tion to his garage for a third car for when
his son begins driving, but under the pro-
posed regulations, he could only cover up
to 12 percent more of his lot.

Tkach said this is an unnecessary
restriction because the lot is big
enough for the addition not to jimpact
the neighbors.

“We are nowhere near the setbacks, we
are not going to block any neighbors' view.
We just are very limited in what we can do
because weTe near the limit on square
footage” under the proposed regulations,
Tkach said. -

See ZONING, page 6



Zoning

Continued from page 1

. City Planner Dick Untch
said it was possible some exist-
ing houses would not qualify
for a room addition if the lot
coverage is already large, But
based on staff research, most
properties could qualify for an
addition under the proposed
zoning changes. ‘

The changes are dubbed
teardown/infill to more closely
regulate those who buy a
house in an established neigh-
borhood, raze the structure
and build a new house that
does not fit with the neighbor-
hood. The architecture could
be out of place or the house
could be so large it blocks the
sun from entering a neighbor’s
windows,

Supporters say new regu-

lations .are needed to pre--

serve a neighborhood’s at-
mosphere as housing stock

turns over. Critics, such as-

Genevans Against Rezoning,
contend the proposal goes
too far and not only limits
-personal property rights but
could prohibit modest home
additions.

Testimony continues at
7:30 tonight,at city hall, 109
James St. This will be the third
continued hearing,

The proposed regula-
tions would affect houses
built before 1989 that were
not part of a planned subdi-
vision.

The changes involve a two-

part shift in philosophy, city
officials said. The first is a
change in theory from maxi-
mum living space to maxi-
mum building coverage. The
second theory change is from
maximum lot coverage for
buildings to minimum open
space on the lot. .

Proposed Teardawn/Infill Regutations ]
Proposed Zoning Amendment for Residential Area 1 .
" Percent allowable Allowable Building Coverage Allowable Height Based on Lot Width
Lotsize  Building Coverage (RE, R1, R2, R3, and R4 Bonuses (RE, R1, R2, R3, and R4, Minimum Open | 50 Feet __,._Mm than _sma than | Mare than
Space Requirement] or fess |50 Feet up to |80 Feet up to] 120 feet
LA SF One Story Aached | Dgtzcned | Poreh | o R o, Raa 80fest | 120 feet
m_%w N_@Mma fl. o1 3
More than 21 (1,365 square ft. 31 (2,015 square ft, - R4 R4 R4 R4 .
6,500 squar . up ,u_sf.w square f.A00 | plus f.w sguare ?xwo 250 square ft.| 400 square ft.J200 squara ft.|  55percent. | 30 feet |- 32 feat 32 fest 32 feet
t0 8,400 square fi| _Square ft. of ot area square ft. of lot area
" "| above 6,500 square . above 6,500 square ft.
More than 18 (1,912 square ft. 28 (2,352 square ft, _ . R3 A3 R3 R3
8,400 square f, up| PIUS 11.8 square ft/ ih plus f..\‘ square ft/ dmo 250 square 1400 square f. {200 Square .| 55 percent | 307eet | 32feet | g5ooerenmn| 35 paroin
ta 10,000 square ft] _Square t. of lot area square ft, of lot area
_ above 8,400 square ft. | _above 8.400 square ft. bonus banus
17 {1,700 square ft. 26 ,m.m% Square a.m R2 R2
More than R2 R2
lus 8.3 square /100 lus 13.0 square ft./100 33 feat 34 feet
u%mmwmmﬁ_mmﬂm Mr,% ume_ma % of lot area p square n.pg, iotares {300 square ft.] 500 square ft.[20¢ square ft.] 55 parcent J0fest | 32feet | 35fest with| 36 feet with
U7 SRUere TH above 10,000 square f. | above 10,000 squars ft boaus bonus
More than 15 (1,950 square . 22 (2.860 square §t. ‘ R R1 R1 Ri .
13,000 square ft. ug u_m_%_mh mﬁﬂwﬁ _amo u_uw%mw.%%a%ﬁmﬁhhms 300 square ft 500 square f[o00 squara ft  55percant | 30feet | 32%eet | oSuaronin | apper i
10 20,000 squars 1) 4hoye 13,000 square fr. | _above 13,000 square t . . bonus | " bonus
More th 10523 S B0 | gl s stsee o . RE Re 3o | adtee
ore than plus 2.5 square ft, us 2.5 square ; gat eet
20,000 square ft. | - squars ft. of lot area uss:m ot lotares (200 Sauare fL{ 500 square ft.f200 squarefty G5 percent | 30fest |  32feet | a5°agt with | 35 feet with
-1 above 20,000 seuars #t. { abave 20,000 square ft. : ___bonus bonus
« At least 1G feet of interior living space must e focated in front of an attachsd, side-load garage to be efigible for the building coverage bonus
* N0 more than ong garage bonus can be applied to a zoning lot _
« On corner lots, the attached garage banus only applies to garages with garage doors faging the interior side ok lina.
Any construction would width of 50 feet or less could
have to be filtered through have a house 30 feet high. A Existing Teardown/intil} Regulations .
both changes to be approved, lot width of 50 feet to 80 feet . : ,
the proposal states. could have a house up to 32 . Existing Zoning Regulations
feet hi Bulk Regulation — _ - — —
The - proposal offers a feethigh. . RE Residential  [R1 Residential [R2 Residential |R3 Residential A4 Residential
mathematical formula based Lot width of 80 H,mmﬂ.s 120 District District District 1District Dlistrict
on lot size and how far the feet could have a house 33 | Minimum LotArea |59 400 <o vare 1. 13,000 square ft{10,000 square ft. {8,400 square ft. |6,500 square f.
house is built from the street  feet H.:mr..r_.: no.Ea g0 up to T ::.
and the neighbors to decide 35 feet with-a side yard set- | jfnios 110 feet 100 fest - 75 fest 60 feet 50 feet
how much open space must cmnw.w.oscm if the property Minimum Setbacks i
be included on the lot, owner increases the side yard | (Stret 40 fest 25 feet 20 feet 20 feet 20 feet
There are size “bonuses” if  setback by two feet on both Side 20 feet 12 feet 8 feet 6 feet 6 fest.
the owner builds a front porch ~ sides. This bonus also applies Rear 60 fesl 23 feet 25 fest 25 feet 25 feet
or a detached garage in the to lots of more than 120 feet .
- Lot 30 percent 40 percent 40 percent 40 percent 40 percent
back yard. Houses also could in width, as they could be 34 Maximum 5
: : . . . . X ! square ft. 14,000 square ft. [3,360 square ft. |2,600 square ft.
be taller if the side yards are ~ feet high or 36 feet high with Coverage 5.000 square ,.m%c g quare H05q 1
bigger than the minimum, the - the bonus. Maximum Floor 0.2 04 0.4 0.4 0.4
proposal states. The proposal’s full text is Area Ratio 4,000 square ft. {5,200 square f.[4,000 square ft. {3,360 square ft. |3,360 square fL
Although the maximum available at the Geneva Public Maximum Bulding
building height nowis 35 feet, Library, 127 James St., and on Height 35 feet 35 feet B 35 feat 35 feet 35 feet
the proposed changes would the citys Web  site,
base height on lot width. Lot www.geneva.il.us.
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By DAvID R. KAZAK '
" Daily Herald Staff Writer -
——nrellt

Kane County jail expansion can
move forward again now that a panel
has determined the construction
management firm selected to oversee
the project will do the same amount
of work as other companies, but for

less money:

Last month, a divided county
board voted 13-12 to delay the project
and examine board Chairman Mike
McCoy's decision to hire the con-

struction firm . d'Bscoto Inc. to

manage the $12 million, 200-bed
addition for about $500,000.

pany’s managing partmers is Miguel
d'Escoto, who is Mayor Richard
Daley’s transportation commissioner.

Other companies that wanted the
‘job pitched their services at much
higher costs; some topping $1 mil-
lion. Some board members

questioned whether d'Escoto would -

provide the same level of service.

With issue resolved, jail project can resume

On Wednesday, county board
member Lee Barrett, an East Dundee.
Republican, said his board subcom-
mittee, which re-interviewed all the
potential managers, determined that
d’Escoto’s was the best deal. g

The full board will vote whether to
approve the contract at its Tegular
monthly board meeting Dec. 10.

One of the Chicago-based com-

v DaviD R. KAZAK
aily Herald Staff Writer

!, To most, county government is
unty government. A machine.
interchangeable. :
County Board Chairman Mike
cCoy proposed swapping some of

ose parts Wednesday with his selec-

, tion of new leaders for the board's
miany committees. ’

For the uninitiated, committees

rommittee:Corrections and rehabil-
jtation committee.
- Yougettheidea. . ~
.Leadership on these committees
has remained unchanged for years,
and in the past month, McCoy has
promised a shakeup.
Politically, however, a shakeup can
be a zero-sum game. That's because
s0Ime comimittees are more gcrwerful,
d thereby, more desired. Aurora
publican Bill Wyatt, for example, is
McCoy's pick to head the mighty
bowerful ransportation committee,
hich oversees all road matters in

ion committee chairwoman Karen
{

handle specific issues. Their names -
e susltgell-explanatory. Trans-
bortation committee. Public health -

€.
L The loser? Longtime transporta- -

Steve-McConnaughay, a St. Charles |
" Republican. McCay moved her to

head the corrections - commitiee,
where she now will take on all things
county jail

The previous chairman of the cor-
rections committee, Batavia
Republican DougWeigand, gotintoa

bitter and very public feud this year .

with Sheriff Ken Ramsey, who took

. the unusual step of asking McCoy to

remove Weigand from the post.

‘He was removed, and now-leads '

the “boards: finance -committee,

which sets the county’s budget.' -
Missing from.the list of chairman

assignments is St Charles Republican

. John Hoscheit.

McCoy said Wednesday thats
because Hoscheit asked to be kept
out of a chainman position becatise

he wants to challenge Jack Cook, an.

Elgin Republican, for the presidency
of the Kane County Forest Preserve
board. :

in ousting Cook (the commissioners

themselves vote for their president) -

he'll be less influential without a
county board committee of his own.

Hoscheit didn't return calls seeking
comment Wednesday.

“He's taking a risk” McCoy said,
- noting that if Hoscheitis unsuccessful
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Strlke averted 1 n probatlon 0

2/s /02

By DAVID R. KAZAK

| Daily Herald Staff Writer

Sixteenth Judicial Circuit Court
leaders and the union for Kane
County’s probation officers and
youth home counselors reached a
tentative agreementWednesdag ona
three-year contract that calls for an
immediate, $2,400 bump in pay,

according to a source familiar with,

the negotiations.

The agreement, which affects the
115 court services employees repre-
sented by Teamsters Local 330, also
calls for a 2-percent pay hike in the
contract’s second and third years.

It remains unclear how the
union’s members — most of whom
work in Kane County —willteact to
the proposed deal, which provides
for less than the $3,500 across-the-
board pay hike .the members
wanted.

A membership vote on the con-
tract is scheduled for Friday.

“Progress has been made,” said
26-year-old youth home counselor

Adam Christiansen, amember of the .

negotiating team. Asked if that
progress is good or dlsappomtmg, he
replied:

“Any movement is looked at as
positively,” he said.

Talks between court officials and
the union had been ata standstill for
weeks. Last week, then-Chief Judge
Grant Wegner declined the union’s
offer to enter mediated talks, saying

'to do so would have done no good.

At the time, the gulf between the
union’s pay warnis (a 13 percent pay

- hike) and what the court was willing

to give (2 percent) was wide, and nei-
ther side was willing to budge
Union spokesman Dominic
Romanazzi said at the time that
Wegner's move all but guaranteed a

membership Nov. 22.
Then, Wegner’s successor, Iudge

Phil DiMarzio, who took over as chief !

cer talkg

‘strike, which was authorized by the

judge Monday, decidedhed dipatoe

into the mediation waters. Each side |
'went into Wednesday’s marathon -

negotiations with little optimism.

Yet it appears that didn't stop a

deal from being struck.

Neither DiMarzio nor Romanazzi :

immediately returned calls seeking |

cornment on the deal.

Justhearing that a deal was on the
table was good news for many of the
union workers. Alice Klimpke, a 34-
year-old probation officers from
Aurora, was one.

“I'mrelieved,” she said when told
about the tentative. deal. She
declined to comment on whether
she thought it was fair, saying only
that the movement was “encourag-

”»

.ing.
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 Tentative pact
 'between Kane, |

B Strike avoided?
"Teamsters Local 330
members will vote
on proposal Friday

2/ jo2——

By Steve Lord )
. STAFFWRITER BeaaCO{)
* GENEVA — Probation officers
.and youth home workers in the
“16th Circuit will vote Friday on a

‘new threeyear contract.
.. 1f approved, the last-minute
+ agreement would avoid a strike by
-about 115 probation officers,
youth home workers and other
support workers represented by
Local 330 of the Teamsters union,
headquartered in Elgin. The
people work in Kane, DeKalb and
Kendall counties, which comprise

‘the 16th Circuit.

.. The new agreement reportedly
5111 have about a 13.percent
®Whcrease in it for the workers
during the three-year life of the

contract. That is not too far from

- the across-the-board, §3,500-a-
year, salary increase for every

. member of the bargaining unit

: officials asked for.

** Workers have said they are

trying to increase the entire salary .

- range. They have complained for

probation staff

the past several years — and in
some cases with agreement from
County Board and court officials
— that probation workers and

* youth home workers are low paid
“in comparison with comparable

court circuits in the Chicago area. -
. The tentative agreement came

- after an eight-hour federal

mediation session Wednesday.
between Local 330 members and
representatives, and -

‘representatives of the 16th Circuit. .

Kane County Board member Jan
Carlson, R-Elburn, also sat it on
the session. o
- Carlson said Friday he did not
participate in discussions unless:
there was a specific question
about how much money Kane
County had to cover salary raises.
“This is an unusual and difficult -
process because the chief judge
negotiates and signs the contract, .
but the County Board funds it,”
Carlson said. A -
1f the union membership
approves the contract Friday,
Chief Judge Philip DiMarzio also
must sign it. T
The last contract between the
two entities expired Nov. 30, and -
union members threatened a job
action, perhaps as early as’

“Thursday or today, if the

mediation session did not work.
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# In.an affdavit,

FBI Spedial

e Still Meadows sub-4jcotnbinatiop barrel 9 Tillime-5"Agent Paul Bock said a éearkhi”

Chicago after they ~ ter semi:automatic pist

. hotme’ Thiursday *Was traced 10 Orpsco. 155,

th commbat géarand .3 '~ The, FBI" said *the

8. District Coust lat

A

pons. 'He “was t{wartant was issued’as part of
clitinial com-stan ongoing federal ifves ;
ption intd the "distributio

i e -
Arrest
Continued from page 1

“The basis for this search
warrant was John Qrosco’s al-
leged leadership role in a street
gang organization in Aurora,”
Bock said in the affidavit. Tt
was also (issued) upon alleged
narcotics distribution activity
of John Orosco.”

Flbum Village President
Jim Willey said Thursday night
hie was still trying to gather in-
formation about what had
happened. .

- As far the Incident hap-
pening so ciose to Elbum,
Willey said he was “not aware

of any complaints from the
neighborhood. But  they
would not necessarily have
complained to Eiburn police.”

Two wecks ago, 29 alleged
members of the same gang
were indicted on federal drug
charges in Chicago.

Bock said Orosco previ-
ously had been convicted of at
least two felonies, including
pne drug conviction and one
weapans convicton.

Neighbors said they have
not Had extensive contact
with the family However
neighbors said they have not
had problems with Orosco.

*They havent been bad
neéighbors,” said Rick Schieve,

who ].wes across Pouley Road

-from Orosca. "They've put

huge amounts of timé and ef-
fort into making massive im-
provements to the property.”
“They seem like really nice
people,” said a woman who

_ lives to the north of Orosco. “1

have met themn. L see (the wife)
mowing the lawn. They've
been real nice.”

Records show the title to
the house is in the name of
Cgorina Tomres. Her relation-
ship with Orosco is not knowr.
The complaint did not ndi-
cate the name of Orosca’s wile.

If convicted, Orosco could
face 10 years in prison. Ne bond

- was given in the complaint,
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Forest preserve slates entertainment i

Music from decades of ’403 to ’70s featured

l*‘4‘/(9/

By TOM SCHLUETER

Kane County Chropj

GENEVA — The Kane County Forest
Preserve  Commission’s  Enterprise
Committee on Thursday approved a series
of concerts and shows for next summer.

.Five concerts will feature music from
the 1940s, 50s, 60s, 70s, plus country. Two
shows will feature variety acts, such as
magic, puppets and juggling.

All shows will be free. Dates for the
shows have notbeen set. :

“It's something we can give back to the
community,” committee Chairman Robert
McConnaughay said.

The forest preserve will pay $25,000 up
front for performer fees, stage, lighting,
posters and fliers.

In return the district will receive 70
percent of the sponsorships. Onesti enter-
tainment, the promoter, will receive 30
percent.

Once the district eamns its money back,
Onesti and the forest preserve will evenly
share the sponsorshlp income.

The music of the 1940s will feature The
Rhythm Rockets, a swing band that plays
songs from World War II.

The Stingrays play music from the
1950s, such as “Rock Around the Clock,”
and “Rock and Rol is Here to Stay.”

Motown music of the '60s will be a trib-
ute to Barry White, Gladys Knight and
Aretha Franklin,

. Infinity, which plays music of the
1970s, has been the crowd favorite at
Ribfest.

The country music will be brought in
by radio station US29., - ,

The “Kids Spectacular” will feature
marionettes, an interactive music show,
jugglers and balloon art. -

“An Evening of Magic and Nlusion” will
feature juggling, fire eating and acrobatics.



Panel recommends d’Escoto |
to oversee jail construction

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

. GENEVA — It appears
Kane County will use the con-
struction manager recom-
mended by county board
Chairman Mike McCoy to
handle the 200-bed jail addi-
tion.

In November, McCoy sug-
gested using d’Escoto Inc. of
Chicago, which worked on the
Cook County Jail addition, but
board members delayed a de-
cision.

McCoy then appointed a
subcommittee that was to
compare three firms’ propos-
als to ensure they were com-
parable. '

As a construction man-
ager, firms would charge on a

. per-hour basis. A general con-
tractor would charge a flat fee,
D'Escoto estimated its cost at

$534,648, while Lamp Inc. of
Elgin estimated it would cost
$845,875, and  Turner
Constructionn Co.,. $1.3 mil-
lion.

Lee Barrett, R-Elgin, led
the subcommittee.

“We tried to flesh it down
to where the proposals were

- similar to the others,” Barrett -

said.

On Wednesday, Barrett's
panel recommended d'Escoto
to the Executive Committee.
The comrmittee then voted to
put the recommendation cn
Tuesday’s county - board
agenda. :

Barrett said it would take
another three or four months
to draw up construction doc-
uments, meaning building
the addition could begin in
the spring. - )

. - ‘_"' N \ .




| Schmitz elected to House
nggl/loblican Leadership team

KANE COUNTY CHRONICLE
__—-———_‘—-—._.______

GENEVA — Members of
the House Republican
Caucus Wednesday elected
State Rep. Tim Schmitz, R-
Batavia, to serve on the
House Republican
Leadership team. _

Schmitz will serve on
the team during the up-
coming  93rd  General
Assembly.

Schmitz said he wiil

work hard to maintain the
trust and confidence hig
colleagues have placed in
him. '

‘1 sincerely appreciate
my colleagues’ vote of con-
fidence in my leadership
abilities,” Schmitz said. “It
is an honor to have been
elected an assistant leader,
and I will do my best to
provide strong leadership
to ensure that the neceg.-
sary public service pro-

grams are funded, while
looking at ways to stimu.
late our economy.”

Schmitz was one of four
House Republicans elected

to the leadership team

under incoming House
Republican leader Tom
Cross (R-Oswego). Schmitz
will begin serving as an as-
sistant leader when Rep.
Cross officially assumes the
post of House Republican
feader on Jan: 8. :



Committee calls
for all Kane cities
to join disaster plan |

FEMA funds available
to planners
to mitigate damages

—2ulpe

By TOM SCHLUETER

Kane County Chronicle

I-—-—-"-_b

GENEVA — If cities want federal
money after a natural disaster, they
should sign up with Kane Cdunty as it
writes its disaster mitigation plan.

With. 2 change coming in how the
Eederal Emergency Management Agency
distributes money earmarked to prevent
damage in natural disasters, county offi-
cials are asking villages and cities to join
with them. ‘

FEMA is requiring local governments
to write a Hazard Mitigation Plan by
November 2004 to be eligible for mitiga-
tion funds.

“After that date, if you get a disaster
declaration, you will not be allowed to get

- any of the money without a-plan,” said
French Wetmore, president of Frénch &
Associates, a consulting firm hired by the
county to help write the plan.

Wetmore said FEMA money is divided
into several pots. Disaster aid will be
available after an event, but money to
prevent further damage will not be avail-
able without the plan.

Thursday was the first meeting of the
Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee.
Representatives of 16 of the county’s 28
municipalities attended.

An example of mitigation would be re-
moving a building from a flood plain or
reinforcing existing buildings to prevent
storm damage.

The committce will meet for the next
nine months and follow the procedures
Weimare said will satisfy FEMA's réquire-
ments. Wetmore has worked with other
counties and cities to develop similar
plans.

With 17 inches of rain inundating the
county in 24 hours in 1996, flooding is
first on everyone's minds when thinking
of natural disasters.

But northeastern Illinois can be home
to all sorts of nasty natural disasters, such
as tornadoes, strong thunderstotms,
earthquakes and winter ice storms.

During an ice storm, the damage is
.not caused by ice on utjlity wires, but
from the weight of the ice breaking trce
limbs that fall across the wires.

“How many communities employ ar-
borists?” Wetmore asked.

FEMA distributes huge amounts of
disaster aid and mitigation funds.

Wetrnore said Nlinois used millions of
FEMA dollars to buy 6,000 buildings after
the 1993 Mississippi River floods.

“There's often a lot of money available
after a flood,” he said.

Havinig a disaster plan alse can reduce
National Fload Insurance rates, he said.



/o

C SCHELKOPE
Kane County Chronicle
__.—-‘__—-—"‘_'—

NORTH AURORA — The
election is more than two
years away. :

But Village President Mark
Ruby said
he probably
will run for
a third term
in April
2005. Ruby
was elected
to his sec-
ond term in

Ruby

things
right now, I :

would run again,” Ruby said
this week. ' '

Ruby said he is making
the early announcementbe-
cause people have been ask-
ing him if hé will run again.
So far, he has no chal-
lengess.

Ruby said he would wel-
come other candidates into
the race. He faced no opposi-
tion when he was re-elected
president last year. |

“QOhviously it is up to

the voters. But somebody
.running for office would
bave to have some experi-
ence. It is not something
you can just step into,”
Ruby said. :

North Aurora iilage president
' to run for third termin 2005

Ruby was on the village
‘board for four years before
“being elected village presi-
~dentin 1997 ina two-person
tace. .. :
~ .Oneof the goals Ruby said

he would like to accomplish is
- repairing the village's streets.
“We still have roads in the

f *village that are way behind in
. ;needing'i‘mprovement," Ruby

said. - .
Another goal is. to bring -
‘more commercial develop-
“ment into North Aurora “to

&~ produce more revenues for

“the village,” Ruby said.

- Hesaid officials must find
a solution to the space woes of
the village hall and the police

 station.: - o

" ewe" have to come 10

‘some sort of resolution with
‘a plan for an improved po--

‘lice facility and village hall.
The police department is
‘woefully overcrowded,”
Ruby said. - '
~ Ruby said he has been .

“fortunate to have a good

“staff and village board to

‘work with during his
tenure. '

“That has made the job
enjoyable. We have a very pro-
ductive board. I am fortunate
to have good board members
‘who are conscientious and se-
rious about trying to work to-
gether,” he said. -
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- Kane board as&gnments te]l

By William Presecky .
and H. Gregory Meyer
Tribune staff reporters

Tuesday for president of the
Kane County Forest Preserve
Commission, incumbent Presi-
dent Jack Cock (R-Elgin) could
remain one of the county’s busi-
est officials even if he loses. -

His competition is Commis-
sioner ‘John Hoscheit (R-St.
Charles). . Hoscheit, who is
chairman of the Kane County
‘Board’s Finance Committee, is
mum - about his active hehmd-
the-scenes campaign to win the
forest- commission presidency
But Cook is keenly aware of the
cha]lenge and sa1d he is prepar-
ing to meet it.-

.The list of new County Board
committee. assignments - an-
nounced this week by Ghairman
Mike McCoy (R-Aurora)
speaks volumes about the seri-
ousness of Hoscheit's intentions
regarding the Forest Preserve
District. It also says a lot about
the seriousness with  which
McCoy views Hoscheit's chanc-
s,

McCoy said last month he
i didn’t intend to replace Hos-
cheit as head of the finance pan-
el, so the omission of Hoscheit's

‘name from the list:of committee

- Depending on the.voting next,

chairmen announced Wednes
day was glaring. :

No less conspicuous was .the
addition of Cook’s name to four
board committees and the coun-

. ty’s Liquor Control Comimis-

sion. Except for holding ex-offi-

cio membership on: the County.

Board's Executive’ Committee
by virtue of being -Forest Pre-
serve Commission president,

Cook.isn’t a member of ‘any of .

the board's standing or ad hoc
committees.

McCoy. said Hoscheit’s pur-.
suit of the forest commission

presidency, which is a demand-

-ing, time-consuming post, pre-
cluded his availability as Fi- -
.hance Committee chairman. -

“That [chalrmanship] needs a
full-time commitment,” ‘satd

" MeCoy, adding that he consulted

with Hoscheit about the move.

-As Finance Committee chair-
man, Hoscheit automatically
would have continued as a mem-
ber of the board's. infliential,
agenda-setting Executjve Com
mittee.

“If he’s successful in [bemg

- elected forest commission presi-
‘dent], he'll be back on the Exec-
. utive Committee,” said McCoy:

lot about forest district race

. County_ s swearlng-m ceremony'

Monday evening, County Board
Chairman Robert Schiller-

strom in a keynote address laid "’

outa vision that includes a lot of
concrete and asphalt. )
Starting with the c0unty’

continuing. jail expansion. and
courthouse addition, Schiller-
strom went on to plug for a:
wider Eisenhower Expressway
east of the notorious Hillside
Strangler, the extension of Inter- -
state Highway 355 southbound
into Will County and a highway
spur connecting the western

" suburbs .with O’'Hare Interna-

tional Airport.

“It's time that we quit holdmg
this program hostage in the bat-
tle over O’Hare,” Schillerstrom
said of the prcuect

Young Republn:ans A pohucally )
connected brood grew one big-
ger with the birth a week ago of
Danjel William Wagner, the
2l-inch-long " sen of Schiller-
strom’s chief deputy, Dan Wag-
ner, and House Speaker Dennis-
Hastert's chlef of fmance Lisa
Wagner.

The boy is the couple’s fourth

child. They also are raising 1-

" year-old triplets.

Bulldmgafuture After thanking
his departing colleagues and
welcoming new ones at DuPage

“We have four young Republi-
cans we're going to add to the
vote Dan Wagner saxd




Geneva 1
"hashes out’
rules for !
teardowns
i2//02

By Tona KUNZ .~ o """ i
Daily Hevald Staff Writer . o
e

S R

ST

Geneva plan commissioners dis- |
cussed a proposed zoning change .
that would shrink the size of new
homes allowed in town.

In the third public hearing o1 thg. |
proposal Thursday, most commig® -
sioners declined to tike 2 definitive’ |
stance saying they needed tirte' {0,
digest the more than nine hours, of "
public comment. Buit the cofninis- §
sion did see a peed for proactive !
regulations to prevent an influx of ‘
teardown and infill development
that could bring with it the type of -
giant homes made infamous in t
Hinsdale. -

Since 1996, Geneva has had;p2: | |
houses, called infill _developmeTit} ;
built on vacant lots in the older pﬁg l
tions of town. Another. 10 hom
were. torn down and replacedtb’j’l
larger ones, *.%

“While at this pomtwe afe see
trickle of it; Ithink the flood rmgh{bf{
around the cormner,” said Commiig i
sioner Doug Cuscaden, et !

However, Cuscadern. and a few
his fellow commissioners said th: |
proposed zoning changes go todyr; )
in ‘some areas. They reducé "E"
amount of livable space a]lowedm
built by up o 40" percett m some.
The Mayors Task Force on
Down/Infill Development &
the changes are too stict for lojs
larger than 20,000 square feet and
| plan'to work on a compromise. |” s

Other concerns from commiis®
sioners were imposing building
| penaldes . or -granting bonuses; .
dependmg how you look at 1t,:fc‘>‘§
constructing a detached garage ¢
not differentiating . between iy
development and additions. ,%

Creating separate rules for n‘M
homes instead of zoning distri
could put the city at risk for a dm‘
crimination lawsuit,” City Attornéy
Charles Radovich has said. - :

Plan commissioners decided” io ;
continue the public hearing agamto :
7:30pm.Jan. 16incityhall. " 3

.
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Hazard mitigation committee has first meeting

" m FEMA funds eligibility:
County, towns need a plan

in place! 7123}{0 /gfmber 2004 |

By Steve Lord % eaCa_,(\

STAFF WRITER -
GENEVA — No one can stop atornado or

a flood, but people can cut'down on the
.damage from them simply by planning
ahead. ‘ -

* That was the word Thursday from French
Wetmore, a consultant Kane County has
hired to help develop a countywide Hazard
Mitigation plan. '

. “The idea behind mitigation is that these
things can happen at anytime,” Wetmore told
those attending the first Hazard Mitigation
Plin committee meeting. “There is a
tendency to think, we had a flood and we

dealt with it, now we can go back to normal. -

But that could be counterproductive. Back to
normal could mean back to being exposed
again.” 1 .

. Mitigation is cutting down on the risk by
preparing ahead of time for the hazard; he
.said. It can be everything from using
‘different kinds of building codes to educating

* the public on personal awaréness.

While one of tile‘"goals of a hazard
mitigation plan is to have a better
community, Wetmore said, there is an even

more tangible reason for Kane County to .

have one: federal money. o

‘The federal Disaster Mitigation Act of
2000 mandates that a county or municipality
must have a mitigation plan in place by
November 2004 to be eligible for Federal
Emergency Management Adminjstration, or

FEMA, morey.

The same applies to anyone wanting an
Army Corps of Engineers project, or for any
county or municipality that wants to take
advantage of Community Rating System
flood insurance.

“Most communities who have these have

had a problem, and they’ve had enough,”
Wetmore said. “They wanted to what they
could do about it. We've seen it work; we
believe in it.” _— .

As an example of how to mitigate life-safety

- problems, Wetmore pointed to lightning. The

number of deaths by lightning strikes has

‘been cut drastically down through the years

because of public education of how to stay
safer from it, he said. o

“Tt was education and awareness — that’s
mitigation,” Wetmore said. “We're not so
much looking into policies, such as should
the county preserve farmland. We're

.Conspicuously absent

interested more in specifics, things like
changing or strengthening building codes,
things that agencies, counties, cities, even
private organizations, can implement.”

_ One of the key factors in the county plan is

-participation by the municipalities. If a

municipality fails to adopt a plan, or
participate actively in development of the

. county plan, it would not be eligible for

federal money in case of an emergency, -
Wetmore said. - , s

- Participation is-entirely voluntary at this
point.. L ' _ -
“A municipality can take it or leave it,” he -

‘said. “They can do their own plan, but we

think this is a good way to take advantage of .
the county’s money and work.”
Municipalities need to pass a resolution of

 participation, which county officials would

like to see done by the end of January,
Wetmore said. :

. About half the county’s municipalities
were represented at the meeting Thursday.
were any
representatives from Aurora and the Tri-
Cities communities of St. Charles, Geneva
and Batavia, : . ’

Officials hope the Hazard Committee will
meet at least once a month through

- September 2003, and have a plan ready for

adoption by then. .




New Kane panel to examine
ways to lessen disaster losses

2@z
By William Presecky
Tribune Staff Reborter

. Kane County planners began
' laying the groundwork Thurs-

- dayfor a plan to mitigate losses

from natural hazards and di-
 sasters.

- nounced-last week by County
Board Chairman Mike ‘McCoy
- _(R-Aurora), will develop a com-
. prehensive plan that identifies

risks and outlines measures to
. reduce the hazards and proper- -

'ty damage from floods, torna-
: does, earthquakes, thunder-

. storms and severe . winter.

' weather. -

.. The plan also. will define
steps.to qualify the county and
any participating municipal-

 ities for federal disaster-relief
- funds, said - planning consul-
. tant French Wetmore, of Park

*y Forest, - -

“That's the No. 1 drlvmg
force ” Wetmore told about 50

off1c1als gathered for the Haz-
ard Mitigatior Planning: Com-
mittee’s maugural meeting.

- The committee is expected to

‘take about nine months to put

together a plan. :
He said federal regulatlons

N require that by November 2004,
The county-funded effort an- ,

any county or municipality in

.which a-disaster is declared

must have aformal hazard-mit-

jgation plan in place to qualify

for federal emergency assmt-
ance or other grants:
French & Associatés Ltd. has

been hired to guide the com- .
‘mittee, which is being assisted
by staff from the county's De-
partment of Environmental

Management and Office of

.Emergency Managemerit.

. Participation by Kane Coun-
ty municipalities is voluntary

Any towns that do not join the

effort by February may elect to

do nothing or adopt their, own

plans, said Wetmore: -
“There 1s no mandate that

you Jom in on this] process,” he
told - municipal . officials.
“That's the community’s call.”
* Wetmore said he expects that
most- of the nearly 30 Kane

County municipalities invited |
to participate will join. o
- Part of the plannmg process’ .

.will involve assessing each par- |
‘ticipating community’s risks
_for hazards and damage, as

well as-prescribe “action items.
{that] will spec1f1cally benefita
community,” Wetmore said.

. Wetmore said the committee

is expected toreview an assort:

" ment of hazard-mitigation op--

tions, ranging from flood-con-

“trol projects and emergency
-services to property protection
- and public information.

In announcing the planning
effort, McCoy | recounted recent
naturals disasters in ‘Kane
County, such as tornadoes in-
1990, .1991. and 1993, the 1996

flood and blizzards in 1999 and

2000. .

1



,.drugs in small towns

‘ .|.21 704
By BILLTYNAN
Kane County Chronicle
D S Y

GENEVA — Central Kane
- County residents may have
- been surprised by the arrest of

an alleged Aurora gang mem-

ber in rural Elburn.

Local police officials were
not, however,

“Gang members are ex-
tremely mobile,” St. Charles
Police Chief
Don™™ Shaw
said. . “They
take it upon
themselves

"to not only
be in larger
cities to
blend in, but
also smaller
towns or un-
incorporated
areas to try to :
become lost. This is something
that law enforcement and the
community has to be vigilant
about.”

The FBI on  Thursday
charged John M. Orosco,
1N367 Pouley Road, Blackberry
Township, with possession of a
firearm as a felon, FBI officials
executed a search watrant, and
entered  Oroscos  home

: Thursday morning with com-
bat gear and automatic
weapons.

The FBI said the search
warrant was issued as part of
an ongoing federal investiga-
tion into the distribution of
drugsin the Aurora area.

Local police said they are
aware of gang members who
live in the Tri-Cities and the
surtounding area. They said

Shaw

gang members usually do not
live in the areas that they work
because they want to remain as
anonymous as possible, ,

Geneva Police Lt. Joe Frega

said the department is aware of -

gang members who live in
Geneva, but work elsewhere.

“That'’s what you have (with
the Elburn case),” Frega said.
“Just because he chose to re-
side in Elburn, I doubt he was
doing a lot of drug business in
Elburn. There is no gang activ-
ity from the less than one
dozen people who live (in
Geneva) that are affiliated with
gangs. They go elsewhere.”

The arrest took place about
one mile outside of Elburn’s
border. Elburn Police Chief
Jamnes Linane said even though
Elburn remains a small, quiet
area, the village is not immune
to big-city problems.

“We don't have a fence
around Elbum to protect
everybody,” Linane  said.
“These things do go on and
they are in our midst
Sometimes some of the resi-
dents don't want to believe it's
possible because we're in a
small area, but I don't think this
is unusual.”

Orosco's neighbors said he
put an extensive effort into fix-
ing up the house. - o

“These are usually quiet:
people because they don't want
to draw attention to themn
selves” Linane said. “HE
wanted to be away from it and;
left alone, People were probably:
surprised that they know this.
guy, but that’s the way it works.”

See ARREST, page2 .

Police: Arresthy
FBI no surprise

Officials aware of gang members,

Arresi

Continued from page 1

Shaw said despite gang
members' intentions they do
not necessarily live in
anonymity.

“We have been aware and
communicate with depart-
ments from Rockford to
Chicago regarding gang
members.” Shaw said. “When
they come into town, we try
to become aware of it and at-
tack any activity as soon as
possible. But we still need the
help of citizens to make the
effort effective.””

Police said gang presence
in the Tri-Cities and nearby
commuinities is not new,

“There have always been
drugs in the area and it has
become more prevalent over
the years,” Frega said. “Law
enforcement is aware of it
whether the community at

large is aware or not. It'snot as.

¥

prevalent in towns like
Geneva or Elburn, but they
certainly are not immune
fromit.” _

Police agree that residents
must be aware of their suz-
roundings. They said the
community is needed to help
with investigations because
police cannot be everywhere.

“You may not see people
exhibiting gang activity and
that's why they go to smaller
areas sometimes; to operate
in anonymity,” Shaw 'said.
“But if sorneone sees an inor-
dinate number of cars and in-
dividuals out of the norm in
and out of a residence, it's of .
great assistance to us if we
knOV\Y."‘

“I think everybody should
be on a heightened sense of
awareness looking for any-
thing going on,” Batavia
Police Cmdr. Greg Thrun said.
“Don't take things lightly.
Burying your head in the sand
is not the answer.”




Area hospitals’

staff to recei\_re
smallpox vaccine

Vaccinations part
of Homeland Security plan

-

i DL
ByB A SCHORY
Kane County Chronicle

.-_——__"._——n._

. GENEVA — Selected em-
ployees at Kane County hos-
pitals will receive smallpox
vaccine in January as part of
a Homeland Security meas-
ure to protect health-care

workers.

Kane County Health
Department Executive
Director Mary Lou England
and Emergency Coordinator
Michael Isaacson said the
U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevendon in
Atlanta told state health de-
partments to prepare to give
the vaccine. .

Hospitals are to create a
plan for 50 to 100 health
workers from each one to
volunteer to receive the vac-
cine. They would be vacci-
nated at the health depan-
ment.

) S$mall pox is a highly con-

tagious, often fatal virus
characterized by prolonged
fever, vomiting and pustular
eruptions that often leave
pitted scars.

The vaccinations are part
of the nations response to
Sept. 11, to prepare for the
possibility of germ warfare
using smallpox virus.

About 10,000 health-care
workers throughout 1linois
will receive the shots in the
first phase of preparing for
the possibility of bioterror-
istL

“No vaccine has been re-
leased to Illinois yet,” said
. England. "All local health de-
partrnents are to put a plan
together by next week and
assernbie a team of nurses
and health-care workers to
be trained and immunized.”

“Since no one been im-
munized since 1972, many of
owr nurses and physicians
have never given one,” said
Isaacson. “The Illinois
‘Department of Public Health
will have to give training for
that to occur.”

Health-care workers who
chogse to to be immunized
will have their health histo-

ties reviewed to reduce risk
from the vaccine itselE
England said people with im-
mune response problems, or
who have had organ trans-
plants, eczema or ather skin
probiems, HIV or are preg-
nant are hot good candidates
to receive it.

The vaccine
causes fever,
malaise and sometimes itchy
bumps, England said.

Health-care workers who
have the most exposure to
patients would be expected
to be vaccinated. That way,
Isaacson said, if someone
comes to the hospital with
smallpox, there would be
workers there with immaunity
who could take care of them.

“Then we can have the
person admitted and you
have peaple in the hospital
care for them without woiry-
ing about catching it
England said. ’

Brian Griffin, spokesman
for Delnor-Community
Hospital in Geneva said the
hospital is considering which
groups of its employees are
most ctitical and have the
maost contact with patients,

Still, administering the
vaccines is not required.

“No employee has to be
vaccinated. Scott Jance,
spokesman for Sherman
Hospital in Elgin. “It's a vol-

usually

untary program.”
In McHenry County,
Centegra Health System offi-

cials announced employees
to be considered for vaccina-
tions include those who work
in the emergency, intensive
care, pediatric intensive care
and infection controt depart-
ments.

Respiratory  therapists,
radiation technicians, secu-
rity and housekeeping work-
ers also could receive the
shots.

“It’s kind of like creating a
firewall,” said Aaron Shepley,
Centegra Health System vice
president. "We don't have a
problem and we'te doing
what we need to do to make
sure we never will.”

a sense of ~



Forest preserve wants to purchas
V2/7/02 :

/

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle
e e pipt—

GENEVA The Kane
County  Forest  Preserve's
Executive Committee on Friday
authorized the district’s negotia-
tors to buy land that would help
comnect two large preserves.

Land Acquisition
Committee Chairman James
Mitchell said the 263 acres
would be “a start” to connect

Nelson Lake and-Aurera West

forest preserves:

Mitchell said the district
would like to buy four proper-
ties, three of them 80 acres and

the fourth 23 acres. '
The land straddles a soream
that flows from Nelson Lake to
Aurora West called Lake Run in
Blackberry and Sugar Grove
townships, near Tanner Road.
“This will help connect
Nelson Lake (to Aurora West},”
Mitchell said. “One of our goals

e 263 acr_es -

(with the open space referen-
dum money} was to connect
forest preserves.” ‘
Owning the property also
will help with stormwater prob-
lems, Mitchell said. :
The resolutions approved at :
Friday’s meeting authorizes the
district to buy the properties.

\



Court employees 'acceﬂpt‘ new contract

Yo
ByVI TORIA AE CAMRON
Kane County Chronicle

T ————————— st p—— .

ST. CHARLES ~- Probation officers and
youth home counselors on Friday over-
whelmingly approved a three-year con-
tract, union officials said.

_ . The new contract, approved by a 68 to
9 vote, includes immediate pay raises of
$2,400 and total raises of about 16 percent,
said Dominic Romanazzi, secretary-treas-
urer of Teamster Local 330, which repre-
sents 115 local court services employees.
" - ChiefJudge Philip DiMarzio said he be-

lieves the new contract will bnng stability
to the office.

“There are some hidden savings in this
agreement because [ believe it will reduce
the turnover,” DiMarzio said. The county
has trained some employees, only to have
them leave for higher pay in nearby coun-
tes.

“I want to make sure we can keep the
good people we have and attract good
people to the job. These individuals have
been considerably underpaid in the past,”
he said.

Seretha Hollingsworth, a union stew-

ard and youth home counselor, said she

was pleased with the offer.

“We came a long way from the offer .
that-was initially made,” Hollingsworth
said.

Christi Johnson, a juvenile probanon
officer in DeKalb, agreed.

“I think this will lead the way for proba-
tion officers in future contracts,” Johnson
said. The 16th Judicial Circuit includes
Kane, DeKalb and Kendall counties.

Youth home counselor Adam
Christiansen credited new Chief Judge -
Philip DiMarzio for the agreement: ;




_ Idenuod.ay paudis ‘uem
~IEYD pIeog Aunod) se ‘A0
pue ‘safopdwa-od B pars
-pISu0? §1 AHUN07) ULy 2SNED

-3Q SI )1 PEsS ZalaJ "Uonde ay) o3 -

Apted e pauren sem 9t Agm 0942

10 *a¥E] p[noYs 31| pUE]s JeyMm_

Jo aansun s1 3y pres L0023

"PrEs 9
m:z J0 Aue 03 miﬁo: SRy

It Isnf ‘siyy 03 Buryihue,

© 9 2,10M 313U JUIPRUOD L],

.:oﬁmm.:.a 5.

i ﬁ:m.u._ E:ou ey M.aouuw [e3ay,

® 1 Jur[{ed ‘952 aif) uo juaw

. W0 Yon PauToap Aaswey]

RIOINYY ‘A0 AT e
-Irey) preog Ajuno)) auey] pue
homEmM sawey Furiy ayJ,

“pres zaxaJ ‘umod 03 03
p[mod preoq ayy Jeyy Surrey
“UOTERIPIU

:msohﬁ UOLeMIS 9]} IA[0SDL '
0] 41y []L4 pJeoq l0qe] 3] pres
o 'sonord J0qe[ Jrejun Oe Sem
aIay} ﬁ mEE.“E@v ::s yorgm

“2Inpadold- dAnEIISIUIWPE,,

ue uomemis ay pafed ay "Asu

~JI0Jje SIY pUe UOIUN 2} JO 3OMA -

-pe 33 uo 20noeId Joqe[ Jepm
1) PAfY 3y Aepu] pres Za13
“PAROTA SJam JOENUOD )

. ut Jno pafads se sy Lo

-38 52949 s4es os[e Jnq ‘uen
“BUIILIDSID [eonijod suiepo os[u
90UBAILIS 2T JUSMIUSISSEIL
23 JO ISNEIIQ OS[e ‘uolun sry
4301y} pajy 219 IoueAaIs
a0 cou%vm ur st mEE L

‘pres oy 'sparaq

[eaniod Aw jo asnedaq S]],
"pres zaJ9 “uonerre [eannod
10 ugiB1ja1 ‘3081 JO SISBq A WO
JsureSe pARUTRILIDSIP 3 JoUUed

sanndap sdes Jey) Hunod ayy-
. pe safndop uaamlaq JPenuod

913 JO UONOAS B SIAJR[OIA JEY],
"£aswrey jsurese
JuroumJ .8.« WM Jsmede uogng

. -LI31 Ses I ASNEJAq JEJUN SEM.

juowudIsseal ayj pIes ay
‘preog] waoamﬁmm J0ET

SToul[] 3y} YA jure[dwod

aonoeId Joqe[ Irejun Ue papy sey
‘G "AON U0 “ADSUTEY U JUNRS
Aumoy) Juey] ‘ssoq si Jsurese .
uex oym “jueadias ayg,’
*9200ead Joqe[ JIefum ue
PaINIENsuod ABp UONO3]d o Anp
}Sapuog o) JUIWUIISSeal SIY
sdes zaza] 184 Aynda(] s guayg -
Auno) auey — VAANID

%G\N HILIEM dJ3VLS

P10 3AS A9

Aosurey udy] JeYS Aq 9onoeid .SQE aTeyun m@@@:« Ands a

Y1 YUm Sa)y za1dd Jed 1SS




Probation,
| youth
~ workers
ratify
contract

12/7/p2.
et BEAT

" GENEVA — Probation officers and youth
home workers are on the job with a new con-
Members of Lacal 330 representing those
workers in the 16th Judicial Circuit Friday over-
whelmingly approved a new contract that will

" provide a 16 percent raise during the next three
“years. The vote was 68-9 to approve the new
agreerent, which was hammered out during &

- daydong federal mediation session Wednesday.

“This was a giant leap, not a step,” Domsinic
Romanazzi, Local 330 secretary-treasurer, said.
“We've namrowed the gap.”

Approvat of the contract staved off a possible .
strike by the probation and youth home work-
ers who conceivably could have walked off the |
job two days ago.

But the mediation sesslon, which included
court management, the workers and a repre- -
sentative from the Kane County Board, pro-
guoed the agreement ratified by the union Fri-

Union officials and members had sought to
-bump up the entire salary strueture because,
they maintain, probation officers and youth
home warkers in the 16th Circult are grossly
underpaid when compared (o neighboring
counties. They had asked for 8 $3,500-a-vear ad-
justment for all members of the unit, which
wuotkd have changed the satary structure.

Asitis, the contract will be front-loaded toin-

- clude a $2,400 adjustment for all employees in
the first year, then about 2 percent raises the
following two years, union and court officials
said.

“People arc going to make morc money
sooner under this,” Romanarzi said,

That was important tp union members, who
have complxined that it teok teo long under the -
old salary structure to get to the $40,000 annual
salary maximum. -

“Tasked all the people at the meetings to
aise their hamds if they had maxed out, and not
one raised their hand,” Romanazal said,

Contingency funds
One reason few workers had reached
the top is that employees were not staying
lohg encugh to get very high on the pay
scale. Yearly turnover has been running
about 50 percent, with meny in the 16th
Circuit — which covers Kane, Kendall and
DeKalb counties — leaving for higher-pay-
ing positions in DuPage, Lake and
'McHenry counties, o
“You can't do good business that way,” Kane
- County Board Chairman Mike McCoy, R-Auro-
ra, sard. “I think most of the board felt they
needed to have the salary issue addressed.”
McCoy and board member Jan Carleon, REh
burn, got involved in the cttuation this week.
_Carlson spent the entire day Wednesday repre-
scnting the board af the mediation hearng,
. “Ttwas because of their cfforts that we avoid-
ed a strike,” Romanazzi said. i
“We gat invelved at the end,” McCoy said.
"These warkers work for the chief judge,
" but, if theré’s a strike, T think it comes back
to the County Board, becausc we supply the
money.” .
McCoy said he has cstimated the first year
. of the new contract will cost the county.
. §500,000 to $600,000, although he called
those "ballpark” estimates. That undoubtediy
will have to come from more than $2 million
in contingency funds the caunty has in the
2003 budget. - -~
The new contract covers 115 employees. .
Both union and county afficials are glad to
- see a threeyear contract accepted-The work-"
ers have been working under a serles of one-
year contracts, which meant there ofien was
" only a matter of rmonths before officials were
back at the negotiating table.
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~ BY ALICIA FABBRE
. Daily Herald Staff Writer -

" “yrobation officers: and youth

- home workers in the 16th Judicial -

. Circuit Gourt Friday approved a con-
tract that keeps them on the job for
. the next thiee years.

the second and third years of the

* contract. The contract, which affects B

115 workers in Kane, Kendall and

' DeKalb counties, was approved bya...
_ 68to9vote by the union’s member-

ship. : -
““II)’m certainly happy that our

membership will be able to enjoy the

 holiday season rather than being

forced to take strike action during the

month of December,” union

spokesman Dominic Romanazzi
said. ‘

_Union mermbers last week autho-
rized a strike after then-Chief Judge -
" Grant Wegner declined to enter .
: . mediation talks. Judge Philip’
. The agreement includes a $2,400-
*  salaryincrease this year and a2-per-
: cent salary increase plus bonuseés in

DiMarzio, who took over as chief
judge Moriday, requested mediation

-talks, 'which took place during a

seven-hour session Wednesday.
DiMarzio said he hopes the
increase in pay will curb the

turnover rate among probation and -
youth home workers. Lastyear, it was

40 percent, DiMarzio said.

", “Ttwas clearmatmeseindhfiduaié :
- were .considerably underpaid,”

DiMarzio said.

 Probation workers avert strike with deal

Union memb ers cré_dite‘d
DiMarzio and Kane County officials
for settling the Jabor talks. County

* ‘board Chairman Miké McCoy and

board member Jan Carlson satin on.-

the talks Wednesday. : :
“Without their assistance I don't

think a contract would have been

- accepted and I think we would have
*been out on strike,” said Adam Chris-

tiansen, a youth home worker and
member of the negotiating tear.
. McCoy said county board mem-

- bers in January likely will approve a

budget transfer to cover the costs of

"the salary increases.

Romanazzi added that union com-
plaints against the judicial circuit for
unfair labor practices will be dropped
Monday. : T



Events Center
will be site of

added shows
next summer

® Four additional dates:

Promoter will assume

bulk of risk, insurance
12./8 /o2 -

e 3R OLOY)

. GENEVA — The Kane County

Eveats Center is organizing a new
linegup of activities for summer
200

Although some Forest Preserve
District board members have ques-
tioned in the past whether the
Events Center shows are beneficial
to the county, board members said
they are fine with plans to increase
the number of shows from three to
seven.

Promoter Ron Onesti has said he
will take almest ali the risk for the
shows. The county will put up the
first §25,000, but Onesti will front
" all the other costs, including insur-
ing the shows against bad weather.

“It will cost us the same amount
as last year, but for seven shows
(instead of three),” said Ann Marie
Fauske, Events Center coordinator.

There will be four shows dedicat-
ed to certain musical eras of the
'40s, '50s, '60s and "70s. There will
be a country music show and a kids
show, and a show featuring almest

circus-like acts, such as acrobats.

* Fauske said officials already have

appointments set up to look for

sponsors.

She also said Onesti is consider-
ing running RibFest again, despite
some problems — mainly bad
weather — in the past years.
Fauske said Onesti and other offi-
cials still are convinced RibFest
“can be a good event.”

The Events Center again will be
home for the American Cancer So-
ciety's Relay for Life fund-raiser,
which has been hugely successful,
Relays for Life are run across the
state, and the Kane County relay at
the Events Center last year was the
third largest in Illinois in terms of
maoney taised, Fauske said.

Already for the coming summer
therc are 80 relay teams lined up,
. and some of them already have

raised thousands of dollars, she
said.

The center also is planning an
event with the Open Door Clinic in
Elgin to raise money and awareness
to combat HIV and sexually trans-
mitted diseases. ‘

" Fauske said Illinois has the third
highest incidence of sexually trans-
mitted diseases in the country, one
reason for the event's importance,



" Don't vote ju i
02—56’%91.5{ t of habit
‘Many of us heard the story

about the woman who every year
cut off a big piece of the Christmas
ham before she put it in the
roasting pan. When asked by her
daughter, “Why are you cutting off

‘all that meat?” the woman replied,

“That is how your Grandma taught
me to ¢ook ham.” The daughter,
being a bright, curious young
woman, called her grandmother
and asked the same question. The
grandmother replied, “because my
pan was too small for the ham.” All
that wasted meat because we do
things the way we observed our.
folks when we grew up without
ever asking why.

‘A friend remarked casually the
other day that she voted Republican
because her family had always been
Republicans. It sounded like she  *
had never thought about it before.
It sounded a lot like the old story

about the ham. - -

Here in Kane County, the
newspaper columnists are
reporting that the reécent
Republican victory at the local
level was a clear message the
“people like the status quo.” This
may or may not be true if voters
are voting the party line. With
every contested election,
Democrats are gaining ground.
Those numbers tell us that folks in -
Kane County are beginning to ask
questions. “The known devil is '

- better than the unknown” is no

longer true on our country.

- I'would like to thank those who

supported me in my bid for
County Board and remind you that
elections come again in two short

years. I hope you all will ask
questions of our elected officials
and familiarize yourselves with the.
issues. An informed voter is the

. best ally our nation has.

Like the bright young woman
in the story about the ham, I
encourage everyone to think
about why you vote the way you
do. Are you voting out of habit -
_or for the issues thatare ____ .
important to you?

Ron Gilkerson

Batavia



Khne Co. sergeant files labor Compiaint |

wlgloz |
By ‘GALA M. PIERCE
Daily Hevald Staff Writer

mOountySgt Pat Perez says he
accepted defeat in November when
he unsuccessfully ran against Sheriff
Kenneth Ramsey. . '
But he says
front-desk duties to which he has
been assigned since Election Day.

Perez, an 11-year-veteran with the -

sheriff’s department, has filed a comn-
plaint with the Illinois Labor
Relations Board.

He said he was demoted from
working with the midnight shift patrol
division, where he supervised 13
deputies, to a position considered
of Community Oriented Policing.

“Now ! sit at the front desk, answer
telephones and supervise no one,”
said Perez, who has been a sergeant
since 1996, . ’ g

The Sugar Grove resident said the
transfer, ordered when he was on
vacation, violates his contract with
the department. A provision in that

contract says an employee cannot be

he won't éccept the

e

N\

Ken Ramsey

b

Pat Perez

transferred or discriminated against
based on race, religion or political
affiliation. . ,

He said he thinks he is being dis-

criminated against because he _

campaigried against Ramsey:.
Perez said the front-desk position

he works is handled by a civilian -

before his shift begins at 2 p.m. He
said no one has been employed full-

time with these duties since the

1980s. '

In addition, he said his bid to work
the midnight shift patrol division—a
job he worked last year — was
approved Oct. 1, .

“Ihave earned a right to bid on the

" midnight shift,” Perez said;

Furthermore, he said his squad car
has been taken away from him. He
said heis the only one of 18 sergeants

" who must use his own car..

Perez also filed a
through hisunion,

The complaint with the labor rela-
Hons board names Ramsey, Kane
County Board Chairman Mike
McCoy and the union president
because each of them signs the
union contracts, Perez said, He
believes Ramsey, however, to be the
sole decision-maker on his transfer.

Ramsey declined comment.

Perez said he is asking for restora-
ton ofhis former duties and his squad

grievance

.car If Ramsey does not comply, an .

arbitration procedure mayfollow. The .
case could end up in court.

Perez emphasized the change in
his job is more of an inconvenience A
to his family, since his wife works
second shift at an Aurora hospital.
The hours Perez used to work
allowed him to watch his two sons
after school.



Tri-Cities leaders ?
OK with their share

By DAVID R. KAZAX
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Tilinois FIRST money could
have helped build a bridge over
the Fox River in St. Charles.

Or it could have helped pay for
an additon at the continually
crowded Kane County jail. Better
yet, it could have bought a brand
new building, o

Short of these off-hand rumi-
nations, central Kane County’s
elected leaders are satisfied —for
the most part — with the amount
of Mlinois FIRST cash that has
flowed their way since the $12

. billion program’s inception in
1999." .

This despite a Daily Herald
review of spending that revealed
Chicago and the collar counties
have received little more than half
of all the Lllinois FIRST spending
so far, even though they have two-
thirds of the state’s population.

Between the program’s incep-
tion and November, Kane County
alone has received a little less than
$214 million, and while that
seems like a lot, it breaks down to

See SHARE on PAGE 16

‘taxes and the rémaining

Where $12 billion.

comes from: - .-
« llinois FIRSTis a$12: -
pillion program, but the .-
state taxes that were . -~
increased will not raise .
that much money.
» The state's share is
$6.3 hillion, with $2 bi
lion coming from
available cash from stat

$4,3 billion borroived. .
Higher taxes on alcohol-';
and increased vehicle .-, %
registration fees help pay.:
offthedebt. * . . e
« Federal taxpayers are - %
coming up with $3 bil-:
lion. The Regional
Transportation Author
borrowed $1.6 billion. ..
School taxes are provid-:-
ing $1.1 billion for "2+ "
school construction pro= -
jects. . oo )
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potential terrorist -
.

. altacks locally are almost as scary as

quéstions about

I .

SECURITY

From page Al -

fire ,shospital, wuu0fu, unhty and
Tnfrieteiicturs officials. SThé topics.
ranged from general terrorist
ts to: vulnerab]hty studlas on
¢ targets in Aurora, -© - s I
While Aurora still has a long way
to gg, | the conscoslis seems to be
that the lotal résources and pldns
go-beyond what most cities have in
placé. Especlally with the creation
of Langstdh's positiod dtid the
.. Comununity Safety Department in,
.early September, Atrrora is pitting -
-the pieces in place to create an
effedhr\lrz pmvenuop and respunse

-0
Trying to put it alllogether is
,most fmportant,” -said. course
. Instfuctor Luke Stevens, a Texas
L A&M Unwcrsxty“cmp]oyee who
teaches e terrbrlsrn ‘training

across the couflt . Aurnra has:
beeg very impréssi e, o[ all the
+,Gities I've v:stmd." ;

4 Mike'Fagel, a]ncal'emergency
‘exp‘g:('t “whe 'w {ks with ‘the’
épartment‘oi' ustice an

edé ‘Emetgency Man Fefiiehtl
: uﬁgﬁlw“-

cally o prepare for'’
whit He's'seen in}

yi
_tmljhons of Vigitors.:
* ““Thé intefest of the pedpie is that
gund Remncibelr, we don'thave the’
mfrsstructure yet,” Fagcl said.
- “Never before have we hal all those
- disdipline¥ on suich’ &level of
’ communication back and tnrth.”

: 'Iiocal responsibility - -
‘I‘here saif; |mportatit lesson
Aurbra can'Eaini from ofher. citis,
Isuch 4s Oklahomd Citly, ‘thit have-
'dea.lt with terrorist attatlm ‘of lessg

§ 5 3 aﬁhck, ﬂml' ;

- Hoing to be the onés whe deal With
it atleast for thefirst 12 to 48 heirs.

" yiu have an mudent. it's poing’
“ to belong to yoit,” Stevens told the
- lraining participants at the Illinois
~Mathematics® and Science
" Acadetmy. “You may get some help,
hut that incident is going to be your
 responsibility.”

" Aurora can't just rel}r on'a

~planning document stuck on a shelf

" gomewhere in a aty office. -

. That has to exist, of course, and
~Langsten is working with
_ department heads and terrorism
“.experts to update the city’s
emergency plan to include new
appendixes that deal with threats
_.beyond natural disasters. More

~ importantly, however, there has to
* be a network in place, so the right:
peop]e can be reached and
I chechlists completed quickly.

’,‘ -5, while sorme Aurora residents

- geoffed at the idea of Homeland

" Security for a city of 143,000 people,

* there's much to consider in

- planning for the worst,

. City department heads have to
- develop specific plans for how to
" respond when the federal
" government changes its color-
= coded security level. There has to
: be a system in place to notify

. ne:tymrbey‘n’ Jadt updatin
- mtrs emérgency plah? ¥* "‘*“ﬁ

_‘emergency personnel have to know
when to retreat from a dangerous

situation, how to treat a disaster site
.as a crime scene with evideoce, and
‘how to, get, obtain, the right
' iriotie placks. ity -

in brder to'he ‘m[i-m!s.ater{’r by &le
federal

governm
Langston-hids to keep up w1th
‘how federal ]egislauon affects state ! !
fundiig, which-évedhially h'xcklcs ’
down to munitipalities, and keéepin.
touch-with.ia 'nliFBLagenm and.
other terroris iask forces| jn "thét, j :
region.
. Those aré just a few examplcsfof .
why it's 1mportant to develop a']m:al I
networki.of ‘peoplewlio; Shavériy
thought abiout and’ s'cifséiad.ﬂl .the?i'«;
eA g oW G TRAEL 5

He watits.to estalilish a cahzens
corps that would britlg togetherand -

* 'train Nelghborhdoi Watch ledders

to aid in emergencies, workwith
the Aurora Chamber of Commerce -
to develop-a survival plan for

" businesses that suffer from an

attack, and-develop.an ordinance
that will giveithe:mayor the power -

he needs to-call on local resourees

immedlately
Many of the same players wlm
week

. attandedtheh’mnmgm

be in Maryland 1ate next year for
FEMA training that will focus
speuﬁuﬂ]y oo targets and scenarios
in Aurora,isinyulating responses to

) various situations. -

The citywill copducta 5100, 000
smdy of the Alrora watef treatment
plant, a requirement of the
. Environmental Protection Agem:y
being paid for through a gran
* *fee] good about what we've got
started,” Langston said Friday.
“We've got & long way to go, but
we're on the rlght tnc.k No doubt
about it.”

Fagel said the local emergency
network is improving every day,
thanks in part to having an
experienced administrator in
Langston who has run a police,
tepartment and has contacts across
the region and state. During
tratning in other cities across the
United States, Fagel has urged
leaders to find someone like
Langston whose job focuses on
getting people to prepare for the -
“what-ifs.” :

Stevens admits that even the
bestJaid plans fly out the window
during a disaster, but “if you haven't
pre-thought thmugrha plan, you're
dead in the water.” That's where the
network comes in, and Langston
now works full time to pull the
pieces together.

T don’t know if you'll ever be.
whole agam {after a terrorist -
attack),” Stevens said, "but you can
comé close to being whole,
dependmg on how you respond to

husmm]s and rescue personnel of 2 terrorism.”

.. critical situation. Citizens need to
7 kngw what they shoulid de 1o
pmtzd farnilies and businesses.

Paklic wiarle nmnlarasc snd

Contact Dave Farro ot
(630) 8015495 ov
Abrreniiiern 1 row




BY JOHN PATTERSON

Daily Herald Staty Government Editor 12_/59/02 7 e e g e

SPRINGFIELD — In the more than three years ‘Who got the most money?
thatGov.GeorgeRyanhasbeendolingout inois - ip LU g '
FIRST dollars, suburban residents and their - *w
Chicago neighbors have, in effect, beenfootingthe : {7 Cook »1.95 billiofi 'z
bill for firetrucks, water towers, and other projects - - 2) " DiPage ' - $324 million

in sparsely populated -~ ;2. i - -

.ov., downstate counties. K2 ob: il SRy $256 mhilfion &
P o A Daily Herald review 4 Wil B $243 million
Inside - 2 of llinois FIRST spend.  payme s gorsinte Ml
* Chicago and'sub- -~ ing suggests the- : ;
urbs gave farmore - suburbsand even clout-

than they received,- =~ heavy Chicago have so '
: L . not received their : ¥
» Record-keeping on proportionate share of ' -
lliinois FIRST very- . - the money, :
. e T e two-thirds of
* How much your =~ glve Sm:f's population - TN o0 g
A sdoled ort . lives an pays-taxes in ¥'g1; e
legrs!a:ta,[‘s_:Ijq:Isg;{oujf‘_. Cook and the collar “wiaiy?
* How yourlegisia- . cqynties, only about st
tors feef about the - - halfof the llinois FIRST - *¥gax
pragram’s success. - spending has gone to . T 4
- 777! these counties, a tend 3
even the governor does- -
n'texpect to change. : -
And while the five-year building program was !
sold to the pitblicin 1999 as a much-needed solu-
tion to crumbling roads, bridges, schools and other
infrastructure, millions of Iilinois FIRST doilars
have been spent on lawmakers’ petprojects rang-

ing from support for religious and private &3 ' A .54
. Organizations to more than $1.1 million for skate- 68) Kadg .- - ' $529
board parks throughout the state. ' 700 Wi 484
For suburban taxpayers, the review of the first P pm——
three years of spending raises questions of whether ~ 84) - Cook . $363
+ they're getting enough bang for their buck. It also 87 Lake . $361
. brings into question whether MNinois FIRST — - 88) DuPa $350
which stands for Fund for Infrastructure, Roads, —urage :
- ‘ 89}  McHenry : $351

See FIRST on PAGE 17 Source: Dally Herald reparting

.
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Wagering on bets to help
Kane County S coffers

BY PATRICK GARMOE
Daily Herald Staff Writer-
g skt

It seemed ﬁttmg Saturday that the
ribbon-cutting for the new off-track
betting facility in South Elgin was in
front of the cash registers where
people place bets.

When Village President Jim
Hansen cut the ribbon at Longshots
Bar & Grill, trustees, other local offi-

cials and representatives from,

Arlington International Racecourse
all applauded.

They clapped pamaﬁybemuse the
facility provides more entertainment
for residents, but also because a lot of
groups are likely to take home alot of
money from the partnership.

“The happiest man in here is prob-
ably Art Skibley, our finance director,”
Hansen joked to the crowd of more
than 100.

" After cuttmg the ribbon at what
was formerly Sammy K, Hansen
pIaced a bet on Warning Sign, run.
ning at a Miami track.

His horse didn't win, but he dldn’ .
seemn taa concerned. Besides, hisloss
will, in a small way, contribute to the
$75,000 South Elgin should receive
each year from off-track betting
Kane County also is expecting to
receive $75,000. o

That assumes that the $7.5 million
gaming officials estimate will flow
through the facility actually maten—

alizes.

And who's going to fork over the
cash? People like Byron Parker, of
Elgin, who expects he'll be here three
to five nights aweek. .

“I bet on as many (races) as 1 can,
until my money runs out,” he said.

This is going to be far more conve-
nient than driving to Arlington, he

" said.

“When1 go home, it’s not as farto

_ay”hesaidwitha smile.

Parkerwas feeling goodafe\.vmm
utes into .the racing Saturday,
because he had won on the very first
race ever shown in this facility. His

, horse Miss Marina, won him $30.



- Public money; private uses
How stae Justifies giving money to private schools forst

———

12./4 fo2

BY JOHN PATTERSON
Daily Herald State Government Editor
e e L

SPRINGFIELD — Last year, as the
Chicago Bears finished plans to move
their training camp to Bourbonnajs,
officials at Olivet Nazarene University
Wwere trying to figure out how to pay
to bring the small Christian school’s
athletic fields up to NFL standards,

The answer came in the form of $1
million in taxpayer money, given to
the university by Gov. George Ryan
through his filinois FIRST program.
Ryan, a native of nearby Kankakee,
put the project on a list of those he
wanted funded while negotiating the
state budget with lawmakers last
year. The money was released in
December 2001.

University officials said that with-
out taxpayers' help, the Christian
school couldn't afford the Bears, -

Olivet Nazarene is by no means the

| only private or religious-based uni-

versity benefiting from the publicly
funded Ilinois FIRST program. At a
time when public colleges and uni-
versities hiked tuition as much as 20
percent to cope with state budget

cuts, taxpayers provided at least $36

million for private universities and

Special Report

JILLINOIS FIRST:
WHERE THE MONEY
WENT

-@lmks

dailyhera.com/ez -
Boolkmark our Web page for hyperiinks
to more Information

Petalled Hsts of Iinois FRST projects

co]leges,. a Daily Herald review of

state spending shows. That figure

does not include $22 million in state L

funds going to Northwestern Uni-
versity for medical research.

Public help for private institutions
of higher learning is not new. But the
growing amount given to church-
affiliated schools and to churches
CONCerns some government watch-
dogs and religicus freedoms groups.

“Taxpayers can't be asked to put
money in the collection plates of
churches involuntarily, That’s whywe
have separation of church and state,”
said Steve Benen, spokesmtan for the

- +iBRST funneled millions to other-

7#-Chicago and the suburbs gave 3
~Morg than they received- s
¥ # Récord-keeping fax on Hlinois
te How mich o egsators do

3

+#-S0ld as a project to improve road
;- sthools andinfrastructure, iltingis -

rareag

Washington-based Americans
United for Separation of Church and
State. “It can be troubling. It
depends on how it's being done.”
The state has routinely helped pri-
vate schools with construction

See MONEY on PAGE 4




Money' Religious freedoms groups look out for questlonable fundmg

Continsed from Page 1
needs. [linois FIRST provided a new

. pool of money. Higher taxes on alco- -

hol and higher fees for license plates
and vehicle title transfers fund the
$12 billien public works program
Ryan pushed through the General
Assembly in 1999.

In the past three years Ryan alone
requested $18.25 million for private
schools in [linois through the Nii-
nois FIRST program. Besides
re-sodding practice fields, and
adding NFL goal posts and a new
locker room to Olivet Nazarene's
sports facilities, Ryars list includes
$6 million for construction at
Elmhurst College and $2.6 million
for an indoor sports complex and
other construction at Decatur’s Mil-
likdn University.

Elmbhurst College is affiliated with

the TUnited Church of Christ. Millikin.

i$ connected w1th the Presbyterian
Ghureh,

- Elthhurst state Rep Lee Daniels,
the House Republican leader,
secured $9.2 million for private col-
leges and universities, the most of
any legislator. The list includes:

« $5.5 million for Benedictine Uni-
versity in Lisle.

* $1 million for Peoria's Bradley
University, which has no church
affiliation.

» $2 million for Elmhurst College.

in May, the Daily Herald reported
that Daniels asked for $2 milion for
Millikin University. Daniels denied
that the request had anything to do
with his daughter’s enrollment at
the school.

Daniels  spokesman Gregg
Durham said there’s nothing wrong
with helping private schools with
constructon, and he said the aid
pales in comparison to state spend-
g on public universities, which
mcludes $2.64 billion for higher
education operations and $283.7
million for constructon projects.

“If you look overall at what state-
supported units of higher education
get, we've done a great job of
increasing the funding to those
schools. However, we can't ignore
the impact these smaller schools
have on their communities and the
students in their communities. And
often times you'll find these small
private schools being a real force in

their region,” Dugham said.

Ryan’s spokesman alsc defended

the $1 million for Olivet Nazarene
University as effectively promoting
tourism.

“We brought the Bears' training

camp back to llinois from Wiscon-
sin, where thousands of visitors
spent their money in Platteville to
see the Bears. Having the Bears
come back to Ilinois was a huge
boon for tourism,” said Dennis Cul-
loton, the governor's spokesman

He estimated the camp’s eco- -

nomic impact at $2 million. “It pald
for itself.”

But the public funding for private

institutions goes well beyond
church-affiliated colleges and uni-
versities.

The Daily Herald found more

than $5.5 million in Nlinois FIRST
grants for faith-based groups.

The bulkis for such religious orga- -

nizations as Catholic Charities,
Lutheran Social Services and thel
Jewish Federation. The state rehes\
on these organizations to provide !
human semces to the elderly and '
needy.

To avoid legal or constitutional

problems, these groups setup sepa- *
rate charitable entities to handle the
state dollars, track finances and .
undergo audits as any public
agency would. In addidon, they
cannot discriminate in hmng and
cannot proselytize or try to convert
people.

Such organizations go to great

lengths to separate their religious
activities from their service efforts.
Apart from constitutional issues, to
do otherwise might nutlify their tax- -
exempt status.

However, there are still thousands

of dollars in public grants going !
directly to churches, funding that ;
raises red flags for religious free- |
doms groups. '

For example, Chicago’s Joshua '/

MlssmnaryBapnst Church received
$25,000 for a “Teenage Christian '
Program” from state Sen. Rickey. .
Hendon, a Chicago Democrat.

“To have taxpayers give moneyto |

a church for a Christian teen pro-
gram..
an understaternent. Whether the !
program does good work or not is
notrelevant,” Benen said. “Religious
porkis unconstitutional. That's not

.to say that raises a red flag is

supposed to happen i our system
Hendon could ot be reached for
comment,
.The state agency overseemg the
grant said it cleared an early review:
Brian Redrdon, spokesman for the
state’s department of commerce and
community affairs, said the money

*is foraprogram desigried tohielp 30 -

disadvantaged children with health,
education and life skills.

- Before being appw\red the gover-
fior’s office had to sign off that the
proiect served & pubhc pu:pose he

Reardon said the agency’s staff
will be checking the church'’s pro-
gram and said grants for social
service work face greater scrutiny
than construction grants. There
have been instances, he said, of law-
makers being told to make changes
to grants because the initial use was

not mpe After "'grants;,are
tOrs

t., J'a

do’ Ffollow-up
& M

-teview of Illindis FIRST

o .ss?@
¥ .
B} However, there are ORIy 17 staff
fnembers assigned t6;the ‘linois
FIRST grant unit, each 1asszgued
hundreds of projects for review. |
“We'renot going to be able to  go'out
and visit every single grantee, Rear-
don said. -
The governor’s spokesman said
Ryan usually follows lawmakers'

- leads when it comes to funding

requests, arguing they best know the
needs of their local communities.
.One lawmaker said the states
ited to rooting out fraudulent uses
and guaranteeing dollars are going
for the purpose outlined.
nght now, there is no mecha-
msm in place to ensure that these

giantdollars are hot being used for

religious programs,” said state Rep.

Jefirey Schoénbierg,* an” Evanston
Democtat -‘whd’- got Tlinois FIRST
doliars-for me-Iemsh Federation~1-
guess ~atvthe moment, the state is '
takmg it. on falth ﬂlatthe}frewnot."
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Perez files complaint
with state labor board

12/4 /02

- By VICTORIA AF CAMRON

Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — The sergeant
who  challenged  Kane
County Sheriff Ken Ramsey
for his job isn't happy with
his post-election assign-
ment. .

Sgt. Pat Perez, who ran as
a Democrat against Ramsey,
a Republican, was re-as-
front desk at
the sheriff’s office from 2 to
10 p.m., Monday through
Friday. Ramsey made the as-
signment, effective Nov. 17,
a day after the election.

Perez has said the re-as-
signmentis political retribu-
tion, which violates his con-
tract. .
Although Perez already
the

union representing

- sworn officers in the sheriff's

' office, he
. labor

filed an unfair
practice complaint
with the Illinois Labor
Relations Board about two
weeks ago, he said.

] wasn't trying to make a

. bigdeal out of it,” Perez said.

The grievance is sched-
uled to go to arbitration, but

- the two sides have to agree

on an arbitratot first, Perez

- gaid.

Ramsey did not return a
phone call seeking com-
ment. :

Perez wants to be re-
turned to the midnight shift
and have the use of a squad
, - car again.

He is the
only ser-
geant with-
out a squad
car, he said.
“On the
midnight
shift, 1 ac-
tually su-
pervised
people,”

Perez

Perez said. “On this shift, 1 '
supervise no one.”

When Perez is noton the
desk, a civilian employee sits

had filed a grievance with there.

If an officer is needed at
the front desk, Perez sug-
gested a deputy could do the
job instead of a sergeant.

Perez has worked for the
-sheriff's office since 1992,
most recently as a sergeant
in the patrol. division. He
also worked on the special
operations unit, and on task
forces with Aurora police,
the Drug Enforcement
Agency and the FBL



Tlme to

1f8fo. - Repu

An important step in the confusing and’

" -éonvoluted structure that is the Illinois prop-

‘erty tax System.i$ upon us. And property
owners
- what taxing bodies are doing r1ght now. .

* This is the tax levy season — when officials
decide ho{ r much in property taxes to request

_from land owners;
Budgets for these taxing bodles have
already béen discussed. Now, elected officials

must determine how to pay for all of the pro- -
. grams, salaries, building upgrades and even -
_ outine maintenance. They need to -
. decide how much revenue to seek from prop- .
erty owners. 'That figure, the tax levy, will in

normal,

T turn help determine how much in property
taxes hoxﬂwowners will pay next year.

- Getting a handle on property taxes in
- Illinois isa tricky proposmon mainly because,

there are so many taxing bodies. Kane County

alone has almost 360 of them, ranging from -~

special sermce d1str1cts to umt school - dls-
-tricts.

ould do well to pay attention to °

pay attéﬁﬁon

‘But each takes a shce of the property tax .

-‘pxe and now is the time for residents to voice .
-concerns “and lox ask questlo“ns about theu-_‘

taxes.. ' :
. This newspaper w111 be runnmg stones,

‘about the proposed tax levies and giving- the -
‘times, dates and- locatlons of upcommg levy
: heanngs '

In place for more than 10 years the state’s

- tax cap has done much to put'a clamp on the

unbridled property tax increases seen in the
1980s when property values were soarmg and *
elected officials were grabbing as many tax -
dollars as they could get their hands on. '
.But home-rule comm'uriities do not have to
follow the tax cap and taxing bodies can'cap-
ture taxes . outsxde the cap limit through
growth. : .
Residents must -take the time to become
informed and make the1r views known now.
"It will be too late next year when the t1me
comes-to pay up. & 5



Zlsloz  RePvblican
County clerk ready
to work for all
I writé this open letter to the
res1dents of Kane County to
express my sincere thanks for
your' vote of confidence in the.
'Nov. 5.election for the office of
Kane County Clerk. :
[ will work hard over the next
‘four years to make my supporters °
" proud ‘and earn the trust of those
who selected another candidate.
 Since Election Day, ] havé taken
the opportunity to meet with elec-
tion officials in Kane County and
‘other jurisdictions to determine

what steps we-can take to make .

Kane County the premier clerk’s

office in Ilinois. One aspectof my -

10-point plan for the office is to
increasé on-line resources.
* Thave met with officials in Lee
County, Fla,, who have an excel-
lent interactive .. Web - site. |
encourage you to visit www.lee-,
. elections.com. We can add some
elements of that site to our current
Web presence.
© We. should- all be thankful for
the 22 ‘years of dedicated service
to the Kane County Clerk’s office
 that Bernardine Murphy provid-

‘ ed the pec)ple of Kane County I

wish her. the best in retirement,

- Also, as | take office as clerk, I
would like to acknowledge the
years of service of Lorraine Sava
as Kane County clerk from 1986- ’
2000. - Her contributions W111
_neverbe forgotten. .

We are fortunate that the expe
_rienced and dedicated Joan
‘Renriie will:continue her tenure it
the clerk’s office. Sheisa valuable
public servant. -

. Finally, allow. me to thank :
Chuistine Adelinan for her will-
ingness to offer the votersa choice
in thie election. She is.a fine per-
son, and I wish her well.
IohnA “lack” Cunningham
Kane County Clerk- elect
Aumm



Kane to elect forest preserve chief

___CQuH'D{.-board vote

" scheduled for Tuesday
- /3 fo——

? ByTOM SCHLUETER
L Kane County Chronicle
*_GENEVA-— Kane County Board mem-
| bers on Tuesday not only will take a his-
' “toric vote on a waste transfer station, they
will select a forest preserve president.

The transfer station vote cannot be de-
* layed or Waste Management's application
_is approved by defauit.

The second Tuesday in December

after a general election

‘not only means the -k
seating of the new. fuH

board members, but
the election of the for-
est preserve commis-
ston president and vice-
chairman of the county
bhoard. :

Jack Coock, R-Elgin
has been preserve
president for eight

_ Hoschett

years. Two years ago, Douglas Weigand,
R-Batavia, tried to challenge Cook but
withdrew when he realized he did not
have the votes.

John Hoscheit, R-St. Charles, this year

0= Nt

will cliallenge Cook.
“I've been active on

the forest preserve com-

mission since [ was

elected six years ago,”

Hoscheit said.

He is chairman of
the comimnission’s
Finance Committee and
a member of the Land
Acquisition and -

Executive comrnittees.
Hoscheit also is credited with successfully
negotiating the long-term contract with
the Xane County Cougars. . - .

See PRESERVE, page 2

Preserve
Continued from page 1

Hoscheit said the role of
presidency is changing. The
$70 million open space refer-
endurn has added thousands
of acres to the districts hold-
ings and shifted more of a re-
sponsibility from elected offi-
cials to staff members, he said.

“With our new properties
we need to aliow the full-time
staff to manage things,” he said.

In anticipation of the grow-
ing responsibilities, the com-
mission, earlier this year, au-
thorized areorganization of the
staff, which established the po-
sition of an executive director.

Jon Duers, formerly field
services director, was named
to the new post.

Unlike Cook, a retired
pharmacist, Hoscheit is a
practicing attorney. '

T understand what the role

of the president will be,’
Hoscheit said. “If'youhave good
people you can delegate duties.”

Cook took over at a time
when relations between the
forest preserve and Cougars
were strained. He also
presided over the successful
open space referendum in
1999 that allowed the district
to nearly double its holdings.

Hoscheit served as chair-
man of the board’s Finance
Committee, but was not 1e-
appointed to the position by
Chairman Mike McCoy.

Hoscheit said the reduction
of his county board responsi-
bilities would give him enough
timeto devote to the forest pre-
serve, if he wins Tuesday.

The president is elected by
forest preserve COMIMISSiON
members. At the board meet-
ing following, board members
will elect the vice-chairman.
Caryl VanOvermeiren, R-St.
Charles, has said she wants to
be re-elected to the post.



| Growth

Continued from page 1

Elbum keeps a handle on growth

.

' lage estimates call for the

Jewel complex to pull in an
additional $200,000. "
While some.might see a

" chain grocery store as a sign

of what is to come, Willey and
Morrison said the village will
not welcome development
that cannot pay its own way

In 2000, village éfﬁdals
. . : approved a 625-acre, 1,250-
- 'g we Bl % unit development called :

‘ §58. S5 ,8m Blakherry Creek 3
B S2 upsfsf § |t et Bullding pernits ssued
Pl T TR 5 « ;- built each year. At that rat 99 .

_ @‘)r, . ) OE " w e _g oo D‘_‘ i Blackberry Creek will take :;: ,sgngie family detached . . . 51
TE ®H 5 E 'E - g o | leastadecade. single family attached. . . . 38
%5 8 é% g o S E | What is more s the village Commercial ... ......... 9
eE ey g2 3 ; board  decided that industrial ............,, 5
2HEESES @ | Blackbeny Creeks building fences.......... .. ... 22
N e g §c5,0 © timetable should be the vil- pq40 _
el - =R S0 go g lage'snewstandard. gt
= = 2 FegeE2gss 3 “We tied our own hands' S8/ family detached . . . 50
- = = P a0 -1 = . behind our back,” Willey said.  SNSIe family attached. . . . 41
ﬁ ‘3 ﬁ =s0 =25 £ ~ | "Wemeantto da that Whena %%TQ:;?'EI ------------ g
.% = 2 Ly GTUE SAL g : S::gof:;;:?é;?;ﬁ;ﬂ: fences....... 111111152
o ;E o) o E g Aag=E g 8‘ & 2 : ; ted ourselves. I thought that 2001
8T g E¢ETES was prettybold.” . single fami
e SeEE2ER . ingle {amily detached . . . 52
85 ! oD 2. Village administrator 1 ;
B0y, g = - h 5 single family attached. . .. 12
3—1 ) Bea mch'Umg David Morrison said the vii- ial 1
L — - D a Iag!.‘wr.llmaj.ntainthat .Coﬂ'lmelrcla ........... 4
. % e 8 S Bbeow gﬁ g E rate for new neighborhoods, industrial .. ............ 4
‘E‘ﬁ . g E- % 5 %. E g -E a & < Future village leaders could fences............... 30
Z = E EgE 578 28 g gh‘.mge the reﬁ. ulrement, but Source: Viliage of Etburn
o e S m-SNQ‘Omgm"U@L,; . doing sois ely, he said.
d 2% |dgifeg ele on ¢ s e e )
- _ R = B g don't take them off " Morrison 2T 40 something to make thé
Sz BEE B LB ' said, chuckling, village a better place.
a 2 g8 & ”g oo | Better, not bigger, is the | 1ts ‘%eitum.get_gut_,v{l;akea
S v & 2 Y¥$ «sEJEE:R i looking plass used to examine - sélecrki'ghtthrg{lsmtﬂ L ¢ can
< =B o ! everything in the village. _ gh tha,
== A Qo oo W oo | p : “Theywantto slide {n here
= - = £Z5 %6 ST SR Willey said residents de- ;" 3000 an idea,”
@ o Lo S ooy o8 o, serve better houses, better Morrison said. "Most fo-*
s Egg® B 28 ’gg 2 services and a better quality cused on proft, notont;l;zemﬁ-
[;‘:)‘ e agz S = B g cfza . oflife. Sacrificing the village's vivability of the communtty.”
s . SES,EDE i small-town atmosphereis not Wh d -
. o “EEEE g LBG part of the process. . en a developer ap
o 88K Efsw = | . N proaches to ask how long it
T = = Q . ! We're trying to learmn from . will take to pet thr th
T ©DA ? =329 . what's happened in the east,” oo, oo 0 B ough the
o0 43 e 2 58, Wit 7 e . - village’s approval process,
o = E S ES RS ey -said. Were Uying 10 willey has a stock answer,
< Sh :E b ge 583 g & mimic the things that work “T say, ‘How long do you
a =8 'g §E°C o - well, and we're trying to avoid e g0 argue about it7"” he
o = o n gp:aa Swu=g B the strip mall and bigbox de- a4 srnilin “The burden i
. — 2 ; g. “The burden is
[ & ST Eo=E Eb"ﬁ ¢ 4H velopment, all on them. We are going to
= SR Y g 'g = g ?E 2 The result is.a village with * tel] (thern) what's bess for pur
: uclx a8 CHE3E | Suong growth in property  community”
e i , »Y'iﬂil:;e ?sv;?ogeférlf-a?ﬁ Th;" @ If a development meets
TERgeL eSO LD 3. aperty v e e village’s requirements, ap-

: 05-5 'gb% E 4 | 3'5 Eﬁ 2 & %g ! at $24 million, This year it s proval can take a few months.

¢ FopE9Elg © §O' c '3 $81.9 million. gla:]g:verrtheektookabouta

o o~ =] o - = 4 ecade. .

%) 2058232° 27¥y Ee The Jewel ‘power comer’ decade. o on s

2] 8508 L 8eLuny g ' The village in June ap- there are no housing develop-

5 ST B EE S & 5 a zo—TQ o ag proved a Jewel-Osco complex ments on the radar, but thell?e

- E.a « EO.S’E Q.E:g < &8 ' a, for the southwest comer of ‘are siretches of land to the

5 | Btz 3 Lo Y o& 9 Routes 38 and 47. south and ‘north that are

2 HNHDNgﬁo.mmm-wmgm Morison and Willey said  invitin, to developers, :

g E@."S gu-a g g % FH" a5 % - 'the village's"powercormer* wil - ‘Bagier this summer, Pulte

] 5;?3 = 5 Fo 8 =0 n;:-)', 3 & 3--0 Servtf.thet:ommumrfsgrm Homes purchased 250 actes

s SSRESSE TR ey and capture tax revenueto im-  between the Union Pacific rail.
m”g'ﬁm%i’i} TA e E‘SZG provevillageservices. © . road tracks and Keslinger
4.0 FEEER 58 °§ 58 3 Today the viliage takes in  Road. Willey said the property
2ol E5 B82EZ3&8 a $350,000 in sales tax revenue  likelywill become townhouses
each year. Conservative vil- and condominiums so resi-

dents who work in Chicago
can live near the train station_
But for now, the village ap-
pears to be maintaining
growth ata slow pace, !
"We're in a nice lull”
Willey said. “There are very
few lots available in Elbum.

- We're catching our.breath.”
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£ AURORA — The city has .
-Brranged bus service for resi-

dents who want to tell regional
transportation officials not to cut

1

géven bus routes that run
thtough Aurora.

. After secing about 200 people

show up at a city meetitig Jast
month to say how much they rely
on the routes, officials decided
these same people needed a way
to tell that to the Regional Trans-
portation Authority, which meets
Tuesday in St Charles.

. The meeting willbe a public
fearing on the RTA's budget,
which in turn determines how
much money Pace, the suburban
bus transit board, will have for
gperations in the coming year.

~ We had a huge turnout at the
Pace public hearing,” said Tom
Weisner, the director of Aurora’s
Community Services depatl-
ment. “]t was very clear that most
of the same people would like to
show up at the RTA hearing.”

- The RTA will meet from 4:30
p.m. to 6 p.m: at the St. Charles
Municipal Center, 2 East Main
Street. The hearing is one of sev-
eral that the RTA holds in Chica-
go-area counties to discuss its
hudget. Weisner said the RTA
most likely chose to have its
Kane County meeting in St.
Charles because the city is cen-
frally located. ©

* These who need a ride to the
meeting should contaét the city
at (630) 844-3675.

. The lines proposed for cuts in-
clude: ]

w Saturday service on Route 521
High Street.

m ' Weekday service on Route 524 -
Dowaer Place.

w Saturday service on Route 528
Fifth Street.

i Weekday and Saturday service
on Route 532 Sullivan Road

m Saturday service o0l Route 533
Malitor Road.

_m Weekday service on Route 534

through the Fox Valley Villages
to the Route 59 Metra train sta- -
tion.

m Saturday service on Route 802,
which runs between Aurora and

" gt Charles, with connections to

Elgin. . ‘
Pace is reviewing the routes

“because of low ridership, officials

_l'}ave said.

.t Contact John Zaremba 6t

-, (630} 801-5414 or

_E jzaremba@scnl.com
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"~ VanOvermeiren retains seat

as county board vice-chairman

By TOM SCHLUETER 6l,hours because he was sched-
\

Kane County Chroniplnlax
‘ N\
GENEVA — A battle for the
Kane County Boards vice-
chairman position erupted
Tuesday
with three
candidates
vying for the
post.
In what -
usually is a
perfunctory
matter for
the board g .
every WO g iren
years, Caryl - '
- VanOvermeiren, R-St. Charles,
garnered the necessary 137
votes to retain het seat as vice-
chairman. ,
Lee Barrett, R-Elgin, took
eight votes and Douglas
. Weigand, R-Batavia, earned

| five.

VanOvermeiren tock 12
votes from the floor and
county board Chairman Mike
McCoy cast the 13th vote, giv-
ing VanOvermeiren the
needed majority. .

Because of the crowded
field, Jan Carlson, R-Elburn,
asked that the meeting be re-
cessed for 15 minutes while
the political parties had
meetings to uy 10 whittle
down the number of candi-
dates.

McCoy, though, said if
there was to be a recess, it
would have to be for ™o

uled to be at his leadership
luncheon in 15 minutes.
Some board members
wanted to caucus, others did
not.
_“This is the business part
of the meeting, let's getiton,”
said Paul Greviskes, D-Aurora. -
An informal vote was
taken, and 14 members voted
against a caucus, while 10
were forit.
Board members voting for

& VanOvermeiren were McCoy,

Carlson, Penelope Cameron,
R-Aurora, John Hoscheit, R-St.
Charles, . Robert
McConnaughay, R-Geneva, -
james Mitchell, R-North
Aurora, Mary Richards, R-
Aurora, Karen Steve-
McConnaughay, R-St. Chazles,
Dan Walter, R-South Elgin,
Barbara  Wojnick, R-St.
Charles, Donald Wolf, R-Elgin,
william Wyatt, R-Aurora, and
VanOvermeiren. _
Members voting  for
Barrett were Deborah Allan, R-
Elgin, Jack Cook, R-Elgin, Ken
Gnffin, D-Aurora, Bob
Kudlicki, R-Hampshire, John '
Noverini, R-Carpentersville,

Margaret Scalfaro, R-
Carpentersville, Jackie Tredup,
R-Elgin and Barrett.

Members voting for

Weigand were Paul Greviskes,
D-Aurora, Gerald Jones, D-
Aurora,. Rudy Neuberger, D-
‘Aurora, Dorothy Sanchez, D-

Aurora and Weigand. :
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Hoscheit takes reins of preserve

Veteran chtef leaves
after eight years

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle
————————U——

GENEVA — After leadmg the Kane
County Forest Preserve for eight years,
Jack Cook on Tuesday withdrew his
name, clearing the way: for ]ohn
Hoscheit'’s election.

. ‘Hoscheit,. R- St Charles, was
elected 25-0° by the forest - preserve

commission.
“IpledgeI'll glve my best to carry

‘ing out the: dunes of president of the

forest preserve,” Hoscheit said. “Our
challenge is to focus internatly and get
them (the forest preserves) in use by
the public.”

‘With Hoscheit calling for the dis-
trict to focus internally, it means a

- shift from buying land to developing

the properties it has acquired with
the $70 rmlhon from the 1999 open

space referendum -

He smd he does not expect to push
another 6pen space referendurn, fora-
while. ;ti,m. o

“Inorderto'get support for a future :
referendum ‘we have to make sure the .
public uses the ones we have”
Hoscheit aid.

Cook presided over the comimis-
sion as itadded more land in less time ,
than at point in its history, nearly dou- |
bling the dlstm:t s holdings. }

See HOSCHEIT page2

RV

= e e v

Hoscheit

Contintied from page 1

James Mitchell, chairman
of the commission’s Land

- Acquisition Committee under

Cook, said the district has
added about 3,700 acres.
Mitchell said Cook
pushed for the referendum
despite  skepticism from
many board members. The
referendum was approved
with 70 percent of the vote,
“Jack was the one who
came forward and pushed it,"
Mitchell said. “It was Jack's
leadership that brought this
forward and got this done.”
Cook said he would not

fade away.

“Its notunreal to think that
I can'thelp the forest preserve,”
Cook said. “What I really want
to do is fulfill an obligation.”

Cook is a retired pharma-
cist. Hoscheit is a practicing
attorney.

Hoscheit agreed that Cook
can help in the transition and
through the contacts he rnade
dunng his tenure.

“He has graciously offered

Rebert Barcroft — Chronicle photo staff
Outgoing Kane County
Forest Preserve president
Jack Cook is thanked for
his years of service.

tohelpin transmon " Hoscheit
said.

Earlier this year, the com-
mission approved a reorgani-

zation of the commission. .

One of the first changes was

- t0 appoint field services man-

ager Jon Duerr as executive
director of the district.

Three new management
positions, director of opera-
tions and maintenance, di-
rector of planning and direc-
tor of community. of affairs,
have not been filled.




_Kane votes down

Board cites road

- safety concerns
—\nJoz—

By TOM SCHLUETER

WTonicle

GENEVA — The Kane County
Board on Tuesday denied Waste
Management's application to
build a transfer station on the
grounds of theWoodland Landifitl
near South Elgin.

A spokesman for the solid
waste company said the vote
could mean an increase to resi-
dents’ garbage pickup costsand a
loss of income for the county.

“We are disappointed, We
think our track record is exem-
plary. The end result (of the vote)
will mean higher prices to the
municipalities and a Joss of rev-
enue to the county” sald Lec

Adelman, public affairs
spokesman for Waste
Management of Illinois,

" The vote came as good news
to South Elgin residents, who
have lived next to a landfill for 30
years. '

“We are grateful that the
board chose not to be intimidated
by Waste Management's {ocus on
money and, instead, rightly fo-
cused on the deficiericies in the
application,” Scuth Elgin Village
President Jim Hansen said.

The county earns a fee for
every ton of solid waste that
comes to a landfill or transfer sta-
tion. -

The-transfer station was re-

_jected by a 23-2 vote. Most oppo-
nents cited traffic safety con-
ceins.

Gerald Jones, D-Aurora, said
the entrance to the site off Route
25 is dangerous. He also said the
routes that truck drivers would
take would force them to drive
east to Route 59 for access to
Interstate 88, which would take
the garbage to landflls in the
western part of the state.

“Anyone who's traveled down
_Route 25 knows it's a nightmate,”
Jones said. “They’ll need to go
east to get to the west. That ought
to tell you something right there.”

“Just because it's (Route 25)
considered a designated truck
route doesn't mean it functions
well as a truck route,” Karen
Steve-MceConnaughay, R-5t.
Charles, said.

Waste Management owns
Woodland, which closed _last
month. Dan Walter, R-South Elgin,
saldthat if thé board approved the

~application it needed to consider
the increase in truck traffic.

“The traffic gain is every sin-
gle truck (going in and out),”
Walter said.

Donald Wolfe, R-Elgin, and

'transfer station

Chronicle praphic by Siacey Cordery

Paul Greviskes, D-Aurora, were
the two lone votes in favor of the
transfer station.

“We create bags and bags of
waste daily, weekly, monthly
Where do think. the garbage is
going to go?" Greviskes said,
“This is the perfect site. It sits ad-
jacent to a Superfund site, near a
gentleman’s club and down the
road from a gravel pit."

Greviskes also said the county
stands to lose $1 miliion in in-
come from the site. He said the
county is using $12 million it re-
ceived from Waste Management
from the Settler’s Rill Landfill to -
pay for the jail addition.

“This is not an insignificant
amount,” Greviskes said.

Wolfe chided some members
who said the transfer station
would be near two schools and
were worried about truck traffic
mixing with school buses.

“We're not gomg to be mow-
ing down children,” Wolfe said.
“Let’s stay away from hyperbole. I
think it's a reasonable place. 1t's as
good a place as any."

Adelman said the company
will take some time and figure out
a strategy. Waste Management
can appeal the vote (o the Illinois
Pollution Control Board within 35
days, but Adclman gave no indi-
cation that would happen.

- Although the county owns
Settler’s Hill, Waste Management
operates it. The company also
operates a small transfer station
on Keslinger Road. '

The company must wait two
years before it can apply for the
‘Woodland site again.

The process from mma] ap:
plication to Tuesday’s vote took
neatly a year. The company first
filed an application with the -
county in February. However, be-

cause the company failed to nds
tify a state legislator as required];
by statute, it was forced to withs,
draw its application. -

The compay. refiled last
summer. A series of hearings
were conducted this fall.



Forest
president|
clear on
priorities

New Kane leader

targets land use

8y William Presecky \ i\\n‘lf

Tribune staff reporter \j_

_ - Finding moreand better ways
to make publicly owned land
available to more people will be
the primary goal of the Kane
County Forest Preserve District
over the next two years, its new
district presidentsaid Tuesday.

“We've acquired a number of
parcels, and I think the best
marketing tool .for another
(land acquisition] referendum .
is net only the acquisition of
those parcels but the develop-
ment of the parcels 80 constitu-
ents can use them and realize
the real value of what we've ac-
quired,” Jobn Hoscheit said af-

. ter becoming the commission’s
unanimous choice to lead the
district.

“The focus in the short term
is going to be getting the public
to recognize what we've accom-
plished with the hope that that
will motivate them to support a
new referendwmn,” he said.

Hoscheit, a 43:year-old Re-
publican from St. Charles, suc-
ceeds forest preserve commis-
sioner Jack Cook (R-Elgin),
who had held the.post of com-
mission presjdent for the last
eight years. The 78-year-old
Cook, a retired pharmacist, .
dropped his plan to seck re-clec- i
tion to a fifth two-year term as
president when it became ap- |
parent last' week that Hoscheit
had. garnered substantial sup-
part.In an apparent agresment
struck with commissioners and
with Hoscheit's blessing, Cook
said he will continue.to act as
the forest preserve. district’s
conduit to the various state and
regional open space and conser-
vation organizations.” " They
want meto do whatI've been do-
ing,” said Cook, who shepherd-
ed the district through the
greatest growth spurt ln its his-
tory. :

Armed with $70 milllon in
open space bonds that were sold
with voter approval in April
1993, the district has expanded
by more than 4,000 acres to a to-
tal of more than 10,000 acres-
.With roughly $100 millien in
property assets currently, the
focus of the forest preserve dis-
trict over the next two years
must be “to get properties devel-
oped and used,” Hoscheit said.

An attorney and accountant,
Hoscheit is a former St. Charles

‘Park District cbmmissioner
and city alderman. He was
elected to the County Board in
1996.The forest preserve presi-
dent’s salary is'$25,000 a year.




Kane elects
new leadership
Bsel 2/\p2 Reacen

GENEVA - 5t. Charles Republican John Hoscheiton |
Tuesday was elected Kane County Forest Preserve Dis- |
trict president. o !

Hoscheit received unanimous RS
support from his fellow forest pre-
serve commissioners to replace
Jack Cook, R-Elgin, who had
served eight years as president.

Calling himsell 2 “consensus-.
builder,” Hoscheit said he plans to
focus on development of the large JREE
amountof land the commission has il
purchased during the past six
years. )

“Over {he last six years, we have
made a significant amount of land ac-
_ quisition,” he said. “In the next year,
we will button up that process and
begin to focus on the land we have” |l

The key to developing that land §
will be the budgetary constraints
the district will have, Hoscheit said. §
He pledged to look at the budget [
End “get the land ready for the pub-

c‘”
" Hoscheit praised Cook for bring- .
ing a total of $100 million in land Van Overmeiren
and other assets to the district dur- .
ing his tenure. He said Cook will continue representing
the district in outside agencies, such as the Illinois
Prairie Path organization and with state organizations.

In nominating Hoscheit, Commissioner Don Wolfe,
R-Elgin, called him “well-reasoned.”

“He’s one who will help us move forward in the For-
est Preserve District,” Wolfe said. )

In voting for Hoscheit, board members declined to
support Cook for a third term as president. Cook said
he is just as happy to continue in his role of represent-
ing the district in outside organizations. '

“The seat doesn't make any difference to me,” he

said.

Cook said his legacy will be that he brought the For- .
est Preserve District “out of the dark past,” and made it
more “user friendly.” He cited the $100 million in assets
the district gained during his time as president.

“No other president has ever done that,” he said:

Split vice-chairman vole

Hoscheit was elected during the first meeting of the
Forest Prescrve District and the County Board with
newly seated representatives from the Nov. 5 election.
It was the first board meeting for new members Debo-
rah Allen, R-Elgin, Ken Griffin, D-Aurora, Bob Kudiick,

* R-Hampshire, John Noverini, R-Carpeatersville, and
Margaret Scalfaro, R-Carpentersville. ‘ )
- While Hoscheit received a unanimous vote, that was
not the case with the vote for the pesition of vice-chair-
man of the County Board.

Vice Chairman Caryl Van Overmeiren, R-St. Charles,
was re-elected, but with only 12 votes on the board”

Van Overmeiren was challenged for the position by
Lee Barrctt, R-East Dundee, and Doug Weigand, R-
Batavia, who garnered eight and five votes, respectively.

In nominating Van Overmeiren for re-¢lection, board
member Jan Carlson, R-Elburn, said she has done “a
credible job,” and said she “has served her community
in a variety of ways.”

“She has a knack of bringing people together to get
results.” Carlson said. “She is a generalist rather than a
specialist.”

Noverini nominated Barrett, and Paul Greviskes, D-
Aurora, nominated Weigand. Although Weigand is a
Republican, four of the five Democrats voted for Him.
Griffin voted for Barrett.




By Williém Presecky
Tribune staff reporter
oy “ 2.\
The Kane County Board vot-

to deny a permit to Waste Man-
agement of illinois Inc. to
i| build a major garbage transfer
station near South Elgin.

Lombard declined to specu-
.late on 'what action they may
take in response to the County
Board's 23-2 vote to deny ap-

ty at Mlinois Highway 25 and
Dunham Road.

“We'll have to take [the
board's decision] under ad-
visement and see what our
next steps will be,” Waste
Management’ Vice President
Lee Addleman said.

. “We don’t intend to ahandon
Kane County” :
The company can appeal the

ed overwhelmingly Tuesday.

Officials.of the firm based in -

Kane County rejects
garbage transfer site

decision to the Illinois Pollu-

" tion Control Board. - = -

Company officials had indi- -
cated they were willing to
meet corditions the county
might impose, But some beard
members argued that even if
Waste Management agreed to
a number of conditions, it
would not offset the lack of
safe truck routes in the area
near Kane County’s eastern
border with Cook and DuPage

. Counties.
proval for the proposed facili-

The transfer station was
also to serve parts of DuPage, -
Cook, Lake and McHenry
Counties.

The municipalities nearest
the 9-acre site, on the firm’s
N3-acre Woodland landfill
property, opposed the facility
largely because of truck traf-
fic. They also had looked for-

PLEASE SEE KANE, -PAGE 2

KANE:

Waste firm . -
can appeal
site rejection

CONTINUEC FROM PAGE 1

ward to the idea that'decades of
garbage handling in the area
would finally cease.with the
landfill's closing last month.

South Elgin has sued Waste
Management, alleging that the
firm's site application constl-
tutes a breach of a 1988 agree-
ment not to expand the solid
waste facility.

On a separate action, the
County Board voted 21-4 against
granting a permit to Waste Man-
agement contingenton 37 condi-
tions, among them waiting until
July 2006 to open and paying
$500,000 toward a planned mul-

HOWTO
CONTACT US

Comments, guestions and sugges-
tions about articles in this section
are welcome.

DuPage County Bureau
Write:

Terry Brown

2000 York Road Suite 115
Gak Brook, IL 60523

Call: 630-368-4269

Fax: 630-368-4266

Ao n mmall trihwaeti@tribunae com

METRO

timillion-dollar  intersection
improvement near the entrance
to the site. ‘

The company has 35 days to

-appeal the board’s decision.

" “Whether we exercise that op-
tion is another question,” Ad-}
dleman said. “We've not made
any decision inregards to that.”

Waste Management operates
15 transfer stations in the Chica-
go region and more than hailf a
dozen landfills in northern Iii-
nois and southern Wisconsin.
The firm has applications pend-
ing for a transfer station permit
in DuPage and a landfill expan-
sion permit in Kankakee Coun-
ty, Addleman said.

"Kane board members John
Hoscheit (R-St. Charles) and
Dan Waiter (R-South Elgin} led
the opposition to the site
vermit.

“I'm satisfied we made the
right decision,” Hoscheit said.
“The difficulty is we dohave the
need for transfer stations, but
this site was just not suitable for
the type of facility they were
proposing. o

« have industrial parks inmy
district and there are other in-
dustrial parks not too far away
that would be suitable, that may
meet the eriteria and not have
the fiaws. I'm not opposed to
transfer stations.” ’

Walter agreed it was not a
proper site for the proposed

7 facility

“There's not enough condi-
tions that could remedy the
problems,” he said. ,

“ hope they will look in a dif-
ferent direction for a different
site, because we need transfer
«tations in the county.”
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.RTA,Kane board
members clash
servic

..
fa V

. By Steve Lord

..

over bus

(2-[l-0Z
STAFF WRITER 6 ea[aﬂ

GENEVA-; One said area buses
need more riders. Another said the

" needs of area riders are not being

met by the huses.

That was the rift between Fred

" Norris, former mayor of St. Charles

*- ‘who now sits on the Regional Trans-

‘portation Authority board, and Kane

“County Board member Gerry
-Jones, D-Aurora.

Norris appeared before the Coun-
ty Board Tuesday to tell board
members the RTA budget is bal-

~anced for 2003, despite a loss inrev-
. enue for the agency and a bad econ-

omy.

Jones, however, derided the
agency for not doing more to force
Pace, the suburban bus board that
the RTA oversees, to better meet
the needs of area bus riders.

“When the RTA vote came to us,
it was not something we support-
ed,” Jones said, referring to Kane
County residents. “It was our belief
that we would not get the service of
the city of Chicago, and that the ser-
vice we already had would be de-
graded. That turned out to be true.
We are not getting the money back
we put into it” A .

He criticized a Pace proposal to
cut seven bus lines in Aurora. He

. said that would deny transportation
. * o the people who really need it.”

Norris said he and Batavia Mayor

2 Jeff Schielke, who sits on the Pace

 board, recently rode the Pace buses
- throughout the Fox Valley.

 “It was a lonely trip,” he said. “I
think everyone has seen the buses

 riding up and down highways with

one person in it.” :

Norris said the RTA has to look at
new solutions, such as mere van
pooling and smaller buses. He
pointed out that state law requires
the RTA to balance itself 50 percent
with money from fares. The RTA al-
ready gives Pace “a break,” Norris
said, by allowing only 40 percent
farebox recovery. That means the
Metra suburban rail system and the
Chicago Transit Authority have to
make up that extra 10 percent given
to Pace. .

“They discontinued Saturday
routes because nobody was using
it,” Norris said.

Jones maintained people would
ride the buses if the service were
more flexible, and ran smaller
buses but more often. _

“You're always doing a'study,”
Jones said. “You're studying if we
need service to Milwaukee, and
that's fine; you're studying if we
need service between Midway and
O'Hare airports, and that’s fine. But
what about a study of ridership you
might have on Randail Road, or on
the Farnsworth-Kirk Road corri-
dor?”




LETTERS To THE EDITOR
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Status quo goes hoth ways - because he was mayor of ane

In his recent letter, Ron  of the largest cities on Earthy
Gilkerson wonders if Kane but then suggested, “Why -
County voters aren’t voting don't we vote on jt? :

Republican simply because |

. they always have. To make his

point, he brings up the story of

the woman who always “cut off

a big piece of the Christmas

ham before she put it in the

roasting pan.” As it turned out,

. this was simply a learned habit.
She did it because her mother
always did it.

~ Ican think of another story
that might explain the Kane .

- County Republican votes. This
one is actually a joke, but with
an easily understandable point.
It goes like this: the pope, the -

- president and Mayor Daley.

-. were on a sinking cruise ship

and were arguing over the last
life preserver.

The pope said he should
have it, since he was the leader
of such a large number of
followers. The president said
he should have it, since he was
the leader of the most powerful
nation on Earth, . '

" Daley said he should have it

The other two agreed, they
voted, and Daley won, seven'to
two.
Also, if I said, “Vote early, :
and vote often!” would any -
particular city come to mind?,
Chicago, perhaps? Maybe this
is why Kane County voters ate
sticking with Republicans, -
professor. There’s this thing :
called the Chicago Machine "

- that many don't want out here

in the suburbs. :

You said that newspapers -
reported that “the people like
the status quo” here in Kane:
Did you ever think about .
Chicago? When was the last ;
time a Republican was mayor
there? Better vet, out of the o
last 30 or 40 years, how many
of them saw a Chicago mayg#
whose name wasn't Daley? +*
Watcha think? A little status ?
quo in action there, too,.  *
hmmm? -

John Babush -
BigRock - A



‘COMMENTARY ALAN. SWANSON

Pe-; zgf}'vaas

have sat back and read your

articles since the election. It

would appear that these

articles are very one-sided.
Therefore I feel compelled to offer
my opinion. '

Yes, Pat Perez was transferred.
So what? This is news? What about .
all of the transfers that occur at the
sheriff’s office? Why don’t we read
about them? Also, if Pat had won
- and become ‘kmg, as you phrased

it, he wouldn't have transferred any-

one? I don't think so. He said he
would move all of the command

staff. What about them and their
families?

Also, Pat may be a qualified offi-
cer, but he is not the only one. So
he has arrested a murderer and
some drug dealers. So have numer-
ous others at the sheriff's office.

From réading your articles, it would”

seem that Pat is the only qual:ﬁed
- officer. Maybe the rest should just
- stop doing their JOBS and let Pat
handle it. Let’s get real!
And then we hear about Pat’s
children being home alone. Surely

transferred So what?

he can afford child care. What about

all of the other officers at the sher- -

iff's office who can’t be home with
their children? That time also can-
not.be replaced. Do we hear them

- complaining and filing grievances?

NO. Every employee of the sheriff's
office knew when they were hired
that they could be assigned to any

“shift or assighment at any time. It's

part of the job!
As for the front desk assxgnment

‘being a civilian position, that is only

partly true. During normal business
hours, it-is staffed by civilians.
Ifta pohce matter arises. durmg

. that time, an officer is called in, usu--
- ally from the street. Also, this is not
. anew position, it has merely not

been staffed for a while. .
Under previous administrations
(i.e.: Undersheriff Perez ), there
were four sergeants assigned to
work the front desk after normal
business hours. Where was the
story about that? Those officers just
accepted it as part of their job.

, Weall knew when we were hired
~ that we would have to make sacri- -

fices when it came to family time. It
would appear that Pat has led a
sheltered career with an early pro-
motion and choice assignments.

Pat didn’t complain then. No
grievances were filed. No stories
were printed. - _

So, the bottom line is this. Every-
one at the sheriff's office has been
assigned to a position they did not
like or want at some.time or anoth-
er. I's part of the job. We all miss
out on family time at some point or
another. It's part of the job.

1 for one am proud to be a mem-

 ber of the sherifPs office. I consider

these negative articles an insult to
the fine men-and women of the of
fice who are doing their jobs with-

"out complaint. They take the good = .

with the bad and move on. .
- The citizens have spoken, the

- election is over, so let’s get on with
~our lives. Surely, The Beacon could

find more newsworthy items to ﬁll

their pages.

Alan Swanson isa reszdent of Au-
rora. )



Pastor
calls for
Perez
‘probe

n Kane sheriff flap: Rev,
Roy Brown asks board -

to review job action
v/ Q2
By Steve Lord

STAFF WRITER ,&/&Cd‘.\

- GENEVA — The Rev. Roy Brown

on Tuesday asked for the Kane County

Board to intervene in what he

described as “an embarrassing

' situation” at the

Kane County.
sheriff's office.

The pastor at
Progressive :
Baptist Church in
Aurora asked for
“oversight help”
from the board to
address
situation between
Sheriff Ken
Ramsey and Sgt.
=] Pat Perez. Brown
5] spoke at the
regular County
Board meeting.

Perez was the
Democratic Party
candidate for sheriff
J  inthe Nov. 5election.
;| He lost to Ramsey, a
Repuiblican, who was
re<lected to his third
term. On that day,
" Ramsey issued new orders reassigning

Perez to front desk duty on an evening shift

thatbeginsat2pm.. - .

-* Perez has filed a grievance through

his union saying the reassignment

violated a contract seniority provision
between the county and deputies. He
filed an unfair labor practice ¢laim with
the Illinois Labor Relations Board,
- saying the reassignment was
retribution for his political leanings.

" Brown reiterated those complaints
Tuesday, asking the board to “review
and address what appears to be ...
retribution toward Pat Perez.”

% Turn to PEREZ, A2

|
1
1

the .

(SN
adal

PEREZ

From Page Al

-,
=.- “People are dying in the street, and
m%, e have a sergeant of good standing
w Sitting at a desk,” Brown said. “Is this
mo AN exercise of good management?”
2> The pastor asked the board

» whether Perez’ reassignment might
*2* :have been racially motivated.

>, “We have a ranking minority

=-qnember of the sheriff's office being

AU

:tmade-a public spectacle,” he said.
«o? ¢~ The sheriff's office appears not to
= Appreciaté diversity.” ‘
v The:board listened to Brown's
e statemient, but had no discussion
» gl’-i—aftérward. Later, board Chairman
#:Mike McCoy, R-Aurora, said board
+r* memberswere unsure how to react.
=5 “I don't think we meddle in
- dssighimerits of personnel,” he said. “I
%> have been getting a lot gf calls, and a

lot of exmails, asking, why don't I do
something. It has created a stir” E
The County. Board and the
Sheriff's Department have had their -
share of budgetary disputes, but
board members often grudgingly
admit they have little say over
anything but the overall amount of
money the sheriffs office is allocated,

Nothing to do with race

The County Board's Public Safety
and Corrections and Rehabilitation
commitiees oversee the sheriffs office,
but Ramsey, as well as other elected
officials, long have maintained that state -
statute sets up an independence
between their offices and the County
Board. In short,-the board has

- budgetary oversight, biit nothing more.

“I hate to just pass the buck,”
McCoy said. “It kind of puts us in a
bad spot.” .

“I don’t think Ken Ramsey is a
racist,” he added. ‘
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i Waste Management Inc always
getswhantwants

Until Tuesday, that was South Elgi
?esndent Sue Schudel 1dea of a

Schudel lS part of a group that-

mcludes iany of her neighbors, and
South Elgin's elected leaders —
stitnch foes of Waste Management’s

desire to put a garbage transfer sta-

. | tion~at’the now-closed Woodland
"t landfill -at; Route 25 and Dunham

?.J?p-iA
S T

Waste station

Road .

Transfer stations temporanly hold
trashuntil it can be shlppedtoaland
fill farther away.

For Schudel, fighting Waste Man-

" agementhasbeenaflo—year task. She

fought” Woodland's creation. She
fought Woodland expansions. Each
time, she said, Waste Management
won.

So she fully expected the Kane

- County Board to approve Waste Man-

agement’s latest plan at its meeting
Tuesday.
The board’s vote, however, turned -

crushed the trash company’s plans

- and stunned Schudel.

“T just cannot believe it,” she said

40 years. ] just cannot believe it.”
Neighbor Carol-Hecht, a fellow

transfer station foe, felt the sameway, ~

“1 thoughtWaste Managementwas
unbeatable,” Hecht said. “What [ saw
in theretodaywasa countyboa.ltlﬂﬂ.at ’
took their job serfously.”

Dan Walter, 2 Republican county
board member from South Elgin, said
the vote shouldn’t have been too sur-

Continved from Page 1

West Bartlett Road or Stearns Road,
to get to Route 59 in order togettoI-
88 or[-90.

DuPage County officials even lob-
'| bied Kane leaders, asking why they
were...considering sending - trash
trucks through:Bartlett when the
region most served by the station
waswest of the Fox River. .

-Roads and their adequacy was
one of several legal hurdles Walter
said Waste Management failed to

the health and welfare of the nearby
residents would be protected and
whether the facility was compatible
with surrounding land use.

on the matter led a county hearing
officer to determine the application
failed to meet county standards. He

, dpflroved the station’s opening be

improvements in the area might be
done. But there'd be no assurance
that such improvements would be
_made in time. . '

. Dale Hoekstra, a vice president in
Waste Management's Illinois Land-
fill Division, has worked with Kane
County for more than 20 years, dver-
seeing operations at Settlers Hill
landfill in Geneva. He disagreed
with board members who said the

law and said legal action against the
county is “probably likely.”

" *With the effort we put forth in’

the application, with all the evi-
dence showing our compliance
{with county law}, and with our

_overcome. Others included whether

" Weeks of hearings and testimony .

recommended that if it were -

yed untl 2006 when road .

}apphcanon failed to meet county

Waste: Leaders, residents stunned
at ‘no’ vote on transfer station

“It's a free market. If the need

exists, somebodywill find an -
acceptable place to puta

tra.nsfcr station and bid for f.hc

. Wor ‘
DanWalta',ommtyboardmember
e — ')

‘commitment to agree to their con-
ditions — in light of those things,
this is very disappointing,” he said.
He said Tuesday’s rejection likely
will fuel higher garbage costs for
Kane County residents, especially
when Settler’s Hill closes in a few
_years.
“There aren't a whole lot of
options,” Hoekstra said.
Walter scoffed at the notion of
h.lgler garbage fees. |
t's a free market,” he said. “Fthe
need exists, somebody will find an

acceptable place to put a transfer .

station and bid for the work.”

South Elgin Village President Jim
Hansen, who in a pending lawsuit
contends Waste Management broke
its promise never to seek a Wood-
land expansion again, said the

" county’s decision will stand up to
any legal challenge Waste Manage-
ment can muster. “I'm just excited.
Happy. Glad it’s over,” he said.

That's how Schudel felt, too. And
nowshe hasanothertask. = -

“We spent two months putung up
all those signs opposing this,” she

said. "Now, we got to go and take

them down.

plan voted out

outtobea23to2 hammer that both -

nsmg, becauseWaste Management*
plan — when held up to county laws
that govern transfer station applica

_ - ton§-<was mherentlyﬂawed
after the vote. “T've been fighting this .

Ttie company could not show to hi
satisfaction how roads around the site
would hindle’ safely the inevitabl
fiicreasé’in trashhauling trucks.

Gerry Jones, 4 board member anc
Auirora Democrat, said he felt it wa

“wrong that trucks leaving the pro

posed station for points west firs
would have to travel east, efther or

See WASTE on PAGE 1
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Some remnants will be used
by transportation division

Removal to cost $182,000

. Lo D
1%/ 10/02

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle -
———r—— .

GENEVA — Three feet of

igravel cover parts of the Big
; Rock Forest Preserve, the rem-

! nants of the old mining opera- ‘
' tion.

Now that the forest pre-
serve owns the land, the dis-

. trict wants to remove the
. gravél so plants cdn grow.

“It's obwously in the way

for plant growth,”-forest pre-.

- serve ‘Executive -Director Jon
| Duerr said. '

Utilization Cominittee agreed

to pay Campton Excavating
$182,000 to remove the gravel.
Soine of the gravel will be

‘refined and used by the Kane

County. Division of
Transportation in road proj-
ects.

Duerr said the forest pre-
‘serve will use some of the

gravel to rebuild bike paths
and internal roads.

Part of the cost will go to
trucking loads to other forest
Preserves..

“We'll 'save a couple thou-

. sand yards that our people can
On Monday, the district's.

use instead of buymg it,” he
said. -

&iﬁtytb rd preserVe 6,f grével

" One of the main attrac- -

tions of the preserve on
Jericho Road is its large lake,
which once was the gravel pit.
Big Rock features woods,
wetlands, prairie restoration
project, the 31-acre lake and
Deer Run golf course. -
Landscape architect Doug
Gotham - of  Kabbes
Engineering has been working
on a site plan for the 450-acre
preserve. .
One possibility for the site
is a nature ‘center along the-
lines of Shoemaker Nature
Center in Tekakwitha Woods
Forest Preserve north of St.
Charles, Gotham said.
“You have a lot of natural

- history and a lot of natural as-
.pects to leam about Gotham
'said. -

'Development of Big Rock
Forest Preserve could take 10

years.




'Wayne' Sup're'me'Court :
should decide bridge

BerICTORIAA.F CAMRON
Kane County Chronicle

ST. CHARLES —The I].hnms

Supieme Court has been asked

-to decide:whethet St. Charles
" ¢an-have the land it wants to
bulld the Red Gate Road bridge.
*Judges in -the 16th Judicial
Clrcult and the 2nd Appellate
“District have ruled that aWayne
re.SIdent improperly .donated
- land to-the village to block the
= mfdmg of a bridge across the
# Fox River.at Red.Gate Road. St.

+~Charles tried to buy the property
inMay 1999; then filed a lawsuit -

“to condemn the property.
The"circuit court ruled in
November 2000 that St. Charles
-could take over'the property.
The appellate court in October
agreed with the circuit court. -

Wayne recently asked the
 Ilinois Supreme Court for per-

mmission to appeal that ruling,

" but.the court is not expected to

decide for at ~least three

months, said Andrew Acker, at-
torney for the village.

The appellate court did not

follow prewous court decisions

. on the issue, denied Wayne its .

right to due process and did
not compensate Wayne for the
loss of the property, the village .
argued in court papers asking
for the appeal. :

“There's aseries of arguments -
based on our assertion the 2nd’
District {Appellate Court) didn't
follow the precedent of the
Supreme Court,” Acker said. -

St. Charles City Attorney Tim
O'Neil was nothappywith the vil-

_ lage's request for ariother appeal.

"Why are we wasnng tax-
payers' money on this?” O'Neil

.asked.-Besides the expense of

his time;,0’Neil said construc?
tion costs are higher now than
they would have been in 1999.

“Every bit of delay costs the
taxpayers more money,” he said.

O'Neil will ask the court to
sanction Wayne, which will
allow St. Charles to recoup
some of its expenses.

. The lllinois Supreme Court’
allows about 5 percent of the
requests it receives to file an
appeal, Acker said. .



——

Geneva tree protections ~

ield to ownership rights

~ Revised plan seeks to protect
trees, in new developments

12418 fo2
By JANNA SMALLWOOD
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — A revised ver-
sion of a tree preservation or-
- dinance focuses more on pro-

tecting certain types of trees

and less on stopping property
owners from cutting trees,

Revisions include regulat-
ing tree preservation for indi-
vidual lots when a building
permit is requested and a zon-
ing amendment that sets forth
tree preservation regulations
for new subdivisions and new
commercial  development
sites, Community
Development Director Dick
Untch said Monday in a pres-
entation to aldermen meeting
as committee of the whole.

For existing properties, the
proposal would require trees
- l0inches in diameter or larger
near proposed construction
to be located on a develop-
ment sketch, with the prop-
erty owner deciding which
trees would be removed, kept
or moved.

Former Mayor Tom
Coughlin created the Tree
Conservation Subcommittee
two years ago after residents
banded together to save 200-
year-old burr oak trees on the
southwest corner of Second
and South streets. Now the
group is working to protect
“high quality trees,” which in-
clude certain species of trees
such as burr cak, white oak,
sugar maple, male ginkgo and
about 25 others. .

The committee used input
from community groups to
create the revisions. .

“The bottom line of the re-

‘sponses, the majority ex-

pressed the view that the reg-
ulations should not prohibit
landscaping activities on pri-

vate property,” Untch said. -

The revised proposal focuses
on tree identification, evalua-
tion and protection.

"Many supported tree
preservation regulations on
new developments, but said
tree preservation require-

- ments would intrude on pri- .

vate property rights. Revisions
put the city in a position to in-
struct property owners on
protecting remaining trees
and require that the trees are
protected during construc-
tion, .
For new developments,
the ‘subcommittee recom-
mended that the planning
process avoid the destruction .
of high quality trees. .
Developers would be re-
quired to submit a tree survey
and tree preservation plan,
and tree protection measures
would be required before
building permits were issued.
If the city hires a forester
consultant, it would save
money by not hiring a full-
time staff member, and con-
sulting fees could be paid in
full by the permit applicant, or
subsidized in full or part by

the city, Untch said.

But delays could occur in
the permit process with that
method.

The city might hire a con-
sulting forester or a full-time
atborist if aldermen accept
the code amendments next
year, An in-house arborist
would mean prémpt turnover
of permits, but would cost
about $40,000 a year, and the
city does not have space for
another staff member, Untch
said.

The revised proposal is
available at City Hall or can be
accessed online at the city’s
Web site, www.geneva.il.us.

A
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Geneva weighing
the cost of full-time
arborist, consultant

12/10 /o L

BY VERONICA GONZALEZ
Daily Herald Staff Witer ’

To preserve trees in Geneva, city
officials may want to consider hiring
2 full-time arborist or a consultant
on a project-by-project basis,
according to the recommendations
from a subcommittee on protectmg
mature trees.

Mature trees give a quamt hlS—
toric look to Geneva and residents
highly favor trying to keep them.

Many of those trees are on private’

property and Geneva has no way to
go about protecting them without
ttamphng over individual property
rights.

Geneva city council members dis-
cussed the two-year-old issue on
Monday, but a public hearing on
what a city ordinance would saystill
is months away.

 property owners on how to protect

high-quality trees and how to take -
care of them.. :

Tree inspection would not be free
and under the proposal, property
owners would have to pay a fee.

For developers, the subcommit-
tee is proposing the city establish -
stronger and clearer guidelines on
preserving trees. . :

Those would include requiring a
developer to survey the teeson a ;
property to be developed and indi-
cate which ones would be removed,
replaced or transplanted. Measures
to protect trees would have to be in
place before a building permit
would be issued.

-Planning Director Dick Untch told
city council mernbers that hiring a
full-time arborist would be an
advantage because the city would
be directly involved in preservation

Sdll unanswered-is-how-invelved~-and prompt turnaroundsforpermit

- the city should be in preservation.
‘To date, the subcommittee is rec-

ommending that property owners

- be allowed to decide what trees they
want removed from their property if
they are building an addition. If they
want to preserve them, the sub-
committee is recommending the
property owners inform the city.
The city would then instruct

applications. :

The downside, however, would be
the cost of paying that professiohal
and finding office space. City hall
has no room for a new staffmember

‘hesaid.

A consultant would be great

because the city wouldn't have to
hire staff, but permit processing .

would take longer.



, By William Presecky

|Auditor

clears

Kane sheriff in

expense
‘No indication’
of double billing

ol

Absent evidence that Kane
County Sheriff Ken Ramsey
was reimbursed by the county
for business expenses also
paid by professional organiza-
tions he belongs to, the county
auditor’s office has concluded

Y| there is no appearance of

wrongdoing by the sheriff.

“We have no indication
whatsoever” that Ramsey has
engaged in any double billing
for travel-related expenses,
Deputy Auditor John Hara-
han said in a report Wednes-
day to members of the County
Board’s new Finance Commit-
tee.

“There is absolutely no mch-
cation that I did anything

| wrong because I haven’t done

anything wrong,” said Ram-

probe

sey; adding that he welcomed
the auditor’s findings into the
handling of the department’s
34 credit cards and said he
hopes they put the issue to
rest. .
But committee members ex-
pressed disappointment in the
report after Harahan said he
never got documentation he .
had requested from the Ii-
nois Sheriff's Association and
the FBI National Academy As-
sociation. Harahan wanted to
compare the records.to the

county’s to make sure Ramsey.

did not get reimbursed twice.
Both groups refused to give
the information because it
might set a precedent. '

-Douglas Weigand (R-Bata-
via}, the new chairman of the
committee, who has clashed
publicly with Ramsey over
management of the Sheriff's
Department, said the report
begs for'a more final resolu
tion.

PLEASE SEE SHERIFF, PAGE 2

'SHERIFF:

‘Many charges

not claimed,
auditor says

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Though he said he would rath-
er “it just go away"” Weigand
said the County Board is “re-
sponsible to clear up any
doubts” the report may leave.

Harahan said he had no reser-
vations in concluding that Ram-
sey hadn’t engaged in wrongdo-
ing because in many cases he
did not request reimbursement
from the county.

“At this point there is just no
indication of double compensa-
tion. T don't have any concern
about (it],” said Harahan, who

- took three months fo review the

Sheriff's Department records.

Based on other information
regarding Ramsey’s travel and
expense activities, Harahan
said, “There are many instances
when expenses have not been
¢laimed” by the sheriff, which
qusey said were paid by the
private organizations.- “There
are so many unclaimed expens-
esthatldon’thave any evidence
that there are double claims.”

“These public inguiries
[about county credit cards] put
all of us on the hot seat,” said
committee member Dorothy
Sanchez (D-Aurora). “Ques- |
t_ions were raised {by the public
in September], and we have a re-
sponsibility to answer the gues-
tions to the best of our ability”

Though Harahan said only in-
vestigators with subpoena pow-
er could get more information
than he did, board members
made no suggestion they would
seek such an inguiry.
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 Bank sues former hotel owner’s mother

BY ALICIA FABBRE \ ,L\O’b
Daity Herald Staff Writer .

When Craig Frank and Neil Joln-
son decided to buy and rehab Hotel:
Baker, Frank’s mother signed on to
guarantee the loan.

Now, she could end up having to
pay $675,000 still owed on the loan
for the hotel, which closed in January
" because of financial problems.

LaSalle National Bank, which now
owns the hotel, recently filed a law-
suit in. Cook County Circuit Court
against Ruby Frank for the balance
due on the loan. Frank owns Frank’s
Employment, an - employment
agency in downtown St. Charles.

Although the bank bought the

hotelin October at a court-ordered
foreclosure sale, it bid only $3 million
for the hotel —leaving $400,000 due
on the loan. With iriterest and fees,
the amount has grown to $675,000.
Craig Frank and former owner
Neil Johnson filed for bankruptcy

after the hotel closed, leaving only '

Ruby Frank liable for the remaining
debt.

Ruby Frank could not be reached
for commentWednesday.

At a hearing in Kane County last
week to confirm the sale of the hotel,
Frank’s attorney said she could stll

file for bankruptcy. However, no -
- decision has been made, attorney

Elizabeth Bates said.
Bates last week argued that the

bank should nct be allowed to sue
Ruby Frank for the balance if it sells
the hotelataprofit.

Judge Michael Colwell rejected
Bates’ arguments, saying the bank
can legally sue even if it makes a
profit on the sale of the hotel.

“While it's legal, it doesn't seem
fair” said Craig Frank, Ruby’s son
and the former owner of Hotel Baker.

Bates also argued that another
foreclosure sale should be held
because potendal - bidders were
scared off when theyleamed that the
bank was holding two sales — one
for the furniture and anather for the

- building. Colwell also rejected that

request, saying the bank properly
published notices for the sale.
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Kane County Board

Jhas to vote again

i

L q2./i2/p2.
7By Steve Lord
., STAFF WAITER
. GENEVA — It turns outthe close
svote for Kane County Board vice
. schairman this week was no vote at all.
- :When board members left the

. zboard room shortly after noon

y»Tuesday, they were under the
rimpression they had re-elected
«Garyl Van Overmeiren, R-St.
- . Charles, as vice chairman.
4. But it turns out the 13 votes that
~elected Van OQvermeiren were one
.+:short of the number she needed.
BRoard rules say the vice chairman
must get a majority vote of the
board members present. Because
one board member was missing,
only 25 members voted, with the
vote being 12 for Van Overmeiren,
eight for Lee Barrett, R-East
Dundee, and five for Doug
Weigand, R-Batavia.

Thinking Van Overmeiren
needed the 13th vote to puther over
the top, board Chairman Mike
McCoy, R-Aurora — who was the
26th board member present —
voted. The chairman votes only
when that vote affects the outcome,
such as when rieeding a super-
majority or breaking a tie. .

But the winner for vice chairman
needed 14 votes; which would be
the majority of the 26 present. That

_ means she could not win with only
13 votes. And she actually got only
12 votes, because McCoy should not
have voted in that situation because
his vote did not affect the outcome.

“It was my mistake,” McCoy said
Wednesday. “I was thinking 13
votes were necessary.”

McCoy will bring the situation to
the attention of board members at
today's Executive Committee
meeting. He will ask their advice on
how to proceed with another vote
for vice chairman. ‘

One thing McCoy said he knows
for sure: there will be another vote.

“We have to decide whether we
will have a special meeting, or we can

%@aa)ﬂ_

Afor vice chairman

just go to the next month,” he said.

McCoy said he and Assistant -
State’s Attorney Bob Sandner, the
board’s attorney, agree that Van
Overmeiren will continue to serve
as vice chairman until 2 new one is
elected. At least one of the other
candidates, Barrett, disagrees. In a
memo to McCoy, Barrett said he
thinks McCoy should declare the
position vacant.

“That's the only thing I disagree
with him on,” McCoy said.

Otherwise, McCoy said, he
agrees with Barrett that the vote for
vice chairman should pick up where
it left off, with another vote. McCoy
said he should have said the vote
did not pass, and called for another
vote during the meeting.

No matter when the meeting
picks up, there will be time for more
political maneuvering, although
McCoy said Wednesday he does .
riot think the additional time favors
any one candidate.

On Tuesday, board member Jan
Carlson, R-Elburn, had wanted to
recess and call for party caucuses,
so the Republicans could emerge
with a compromise, slated
candidate. - T
" But the board.voted against
recessing, and the vote was taken.
Carlson nominated Van Overmeiren,
and new board member John
Noverini, R-Carpentersville,
nominated Barrett. It became a three-
way race when board member Paul
Greviskes, D-Aurora, nominated
Weigand. That set up the strange
situation where four of the five board
Democrats, and Weigand himself,
cast the votes for Weigand. :

McCoy said he only cast his vote
to put Van Overmeiren over the top,
because he thought that was what
the majority of the board wanted.

“If Barrett had needed one to win,
I probably would have voted for
him,” McCoy said.

Contact Steve Lord at (630)
844-5926 or slord@scnl.com.
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l North Aurora relieved:
After 10-year wait, work
. could begin in th i
could beeft o thespring
Bandtodoner o 00000

NORTH AURORA — After about 10

. years, the village has cleaned its hands of its

often confusing and costly obligations to the
Sullivan Road bridge project.

An announcement al Monday's Village
Board meeting that a letter had been
received from the Illinois Department of
Transportation to that effect met with
applause, smiles and sighs of relief.

" “Thé bridge is going to be a tremendous

. benefit to the area,” village attorney Kevin .

Drendel said. “Traffic has increased
cxponentially, and it will take pressure off of
- ‘other bridges in the area. The bridge is
‘Badly necded.” .
-7 The bureaucratic combination of the
Ilinois Department of Transportation, the
federal government, Aurora and North
Aurora weighed down the $10 million
- froject. '
-+ A mix-up over appraisal procedures
earlier this year delayed the project, but now
that things are back on track construction
could start next-spring. .
-2 *Anytinte therc's a project that involves
Tultiplé governmental bodies — local, state
and federal— it's going to have its own
~ flatural compltxities,” Drendel said. .
i What:made the préject so difficult, -
decotding’fo “Trusteé Bruce Mitchell, wasi't
gequiring . the “détessary land, bit
docutiientinig its;

ase.

. Ad'dnvirhome-rulg village, North Aurora ¢

cannot @9 guick+takes of land, which would®-~

dllowit'to. take property and go into .

dondémnation proceedings at a later date;a .
itchell said. Fortunately, the village wash

ableto reach agrecements with fouk--

o s

" landowmerS rathér quiickly. : R

*r "Weavanted to make sure we did our part .. -

.t make $iiré (he project ran as smoothly as:
 possibleZMitchell said. -

.2 Mitchell said he and Drendcl, who -~

: worked: put most of the land deals, were~
_ ipundated with federal and state regulations

et e — -

SULLIVAN

“From Page Al

Additionally, Drendel said, .North
Aurora's “tangential” role in the

“ Auroraled project made it difficult
“to know exactly what was required
- of the village.

Construction and en_gineeﬁng_ of
the bridge will be paid for using

.about $7 million in federal funds

and about $3 million from Aurora,

. which has earmarked $1.9 million in

its 2003 budget and $1.3 million in
:2004 for the two-year project.

For its part, North Aurora
spent about $400,000 to purchase
four parcels of land needed to
secure right-of-way for the
bridge.

Drende] and Mitchell agree they
won't feel completely free of the
‘project until they see vehicles make
their way over the Fox River on the
bridge. Aurora's obligations Lo the
project are not yet complete, with

-village staff still working on one

easement and documenting the
purchase of on¢ of five parcels
purchased by the city, Aurora
Public Works Director Bob Rieser
said, . ‘ ‘



* Mistake forces
‘new county
board vote

VanQOvermeiren did not receive

enough votes for vice-chairman

oy A fom 2
1 LHT2L70%=
By TOM SCHLUETER

Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — A paliamentary
faux pas in Tuesday's vote for vice-
chairman of the Kane County
board will require a re-vote. .

. County board Chairman
Mike McCoy took responsibil-
ity for the mistake. :

It was my fauilt,” he said.

—“The election is not valid and
we'll have to re-do it.”

Three candidates were nom-
inated for the position, which is
chosen by ‘
the mem-
bers of the

_board.

Lee Bar-
rett, R-Elgin,
and Doug-
las Weigand,
R-Batavia, .
challenged
incumbent K
vice-chair-
man Caryl
VanOvermeiren, R-St. Charles.

VanOvermeiren received
the largest number of votes, but
not enough to give her the seat.

The totals were VanQOver-
meiren, 12; Barrett, eight and
‘Weigand, five, with the votes
generally split along party and
geographic lines.

Most of the board mem-
bers from northern districts
voted for Barrett, while four of
the board’s five Democrats
voted for Weigand.

VanOvermeiren received
votes from Aurcra Republi-
cans and board members
from districts in the central

anOvermeiren

part of the county.

Catherine Hurlbut, R-
Elgin;, did not atterid Tuesday’s -
meeting, making a total of-25
voters. The county code calls
for the vice-chairman to.gar- .
ner 2 majority of those voting,

McCoy said he cast a vote for
VanCOvermeiren to give her 13—
a majority of the 25 — without
taking into account his vote in-
creased the number to 26,

McCoy said the Executive
Cominittee will decide today
how and when the next elec- '
tion will be held.

After the vote Barrett told

' McCoy of the mistake.

“The thing that needs to be
done is the election needs to
be cleaned up,” Barrett said.

Board members choose
the vice-chairman every two

B vears after a general election.

Barrett said he wants to be
vice-chairman because the
countyis about to embark on at
least three building projects: the
jail addition, animal control fa-
cility and child advacacy center.

An opinion from the state’s
attorney's office states VanQver-
meiren remains in the position
until a new election is held.

Barrett said he was OKwith it.
Tuesday’s vice-chairman se-
lection was unusual in that it
was the first time in six years
VanQOvermeiren has been seri-
ously challenged. ‘

In the past. Democrats
nominated a candidate from
their party as a formality, but
because of the overwhelming
Republican majority, the oppo-
sition was considered token,




Auditors clear Ramsey |
on credit card usage

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane Courity Chronicle
A — e —————

GENEVA — Additional
checks of traveél expenses in-
curred by sheriff's office em-
ployees show no impropri-
eties, - auditors ‘said
Wednesday. : -

Deputy auditor John

Harahan told members of the
Finance Committee that he

cross-checked dates of travel
with receipts submitted by
Sheriff Ken Ramsey and
found no evidence of Ramsey
receiving money from two
sources.

“At this point there is no

- indication of double reim-

bursements,” Harahan said.
The investigation has fo-

cused on Ramsey's travels to

meetings with the FBI

National Alumni Association
and - the Illinois Chiefs : of
Police. Association, both of
which are private¢ organiza-
tions and provide travel

- money to. its members to at-
-tend conferences.

Because they are private

groups, their books are not.- .

subject to public scrutiny.

“Their boards (of direc- .
tors) have met and declined
to provide information,”
Harahan said. .

While Harahan said he is
unable to obtain copies of the
associadons’ records, he -

- checked dates of travel to the

conferences and found noth-
ing that suggests the county
paid Ramsey’s expenses.

“I don't have any evidence
of double claims,” Harahan
said.
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" Elgin official to

fill Hoeft post

m New state rep: Elgin
City Council member
promises to ‘carry on
Doug’s leadership’

By Daniel Duggan 243\ 19675_(\

STAFF WRITER [+ ¥
. ELGIN — Area polifical
officials Monday
appointed .Elgin City
Council member Ruth |
Munson to fill the 43rd

District state [N
representative post left }
vacant by the death two
weeks ago of Doug Hoeft. %

Munson, 44, owner of |

Chief Joe Pena. Sources close to the
decision said that Libby Hoeft was
influential and expressed a strong
desire that Munson be appointed.
The final decision on the
appointment was made by Kane
County Republican Party Chairman
Ed Malek, although state Sen. Steve
Rauschenberger, R-Elgin, was
mandated to be part of the decision
in his capacity as chairman
3 of the Hanover Township
Republicans.
- Malek said the decision
was based on several

sensitive to Hoedt's political
philosophy, committed to

EveryWare Inc. in Elgin, ' ﬁéﬂfnﬁfﬂgg&mﬁ;ﬁ
noted the “bittersweet” " . st ng
nature of taking the new Elgin Alderman “Ruth meets the vari
job — and having lost a Ruth Munson is jutn mee h evaé'lous
good representative. Her tapped for late crlte}?a we have eﬁn
speech at a press lawmaker'sseat LoOC ing out to in the

conference Monday was.
dedicated more to thanking
community members and honoring
Hoeft and his widow, Libby, than to
laying out a legislative agenda.
“I promise to carry on Doug’s
leadership and make decisions that
would make him proud,” Munson
said, : '
Political circles have been
buzzing with speculation since the
popular Elgin Republican’s
unexpected death Dec. 17. Hoett,
60, died from complications from a
surgical procedure to clear his
carotid artery on Nov. 26.
" Munson had been mentioned as a
* frontrunner for the position since late
last week, as officials debated
appointing her or East Dundee Police

- gelection process,” he said.

‘ Munson has served on
the Eigin City Council since 1999 and
recently filed for re-election. In her first
campaign, she vowed to be a
“consensus builder” and has largely
voted in concert with other council
members. -

In 1987, she founded EveryWare.

Inc., a software development firm that
began in her home. She later moved
the business to downtown Elgin.
Munson is 2 member of the Elgin
Area Chamber of Commerce,
serving on its board of directors.

She was active with Elgin Day in’

Springfield, held on Feb. 21, when
community members were brought
to the state’s capital to educate
legislators about the city.

criteria, including selecting .
} someone who would be
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A+ Party Chairman Ed Malek -ap-
ointed Munson’ after he “and-
tate Sen. Steve Rauschenberger,

i - ? S -Elgin, considered;10 cand:-.
4 ',--._ N 4-2./"" f'l) q.; bk dates, =" .‘,.; 3’:"“;.
f ByMARKFOSTER General Assembly soo erthan 4, s Malek: sald the other Jead’

she expected, g contender for the-post, East

-2The “new ‘reprr.-sentanve  Dundee Police Chief Joe Pena,”
w111 be  someone who Doug - had contacted him earlier that
loved x and - respected * and " day, asking that his iame be
trusted to carry out his mis- “‘withdrawn from consideration.
sion,” Libby -Hoeft, the law-+%" Pena cited a ‘commitment
maker's widow, said Mondayin _ to a project involving his pa-
announcing Munson’s -ap- | lice department and other law
pomlment to heu husbands anfmcement agencies, Ma]e

' Kanc County Chronicle - :

EDGIN Doug Hoeft had
been - grooming Elgii - City
A Council member Ruth Munson
to be his successor in the state:

¢ legislature for when he retired.

-} - Hoeft’s untimely.death Dec,
i 17 at the age of Sﬂhas propelled
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: Munson said:

‘Bob Geiratd — Chronicle photo $tafi 1,

L|bby Hoeft Ieft emhraces Ruth Munson who was narned Monda' to rep|ace Hoefts late husband Doug Hoeft as’
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e

Munsou Ibe sworn inas;

_GGth District 5tate representa: ;
“tive today, in Elgin. Then, on

Jan. B, she will také the eath in
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Springfield as representar.lve.'_'

District, with the, est "of the

_House members.

2t | for-the newly ‘drawn -43rd
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Ifdnvmghume afterafew
ce!ebratory drinks is 3 narural
. for you, a reminder that youFales _’
- a:eputtmgyourhfe—andthe . - :
* lives of others = at risk might 2. ;1 <O
notbea powerful motivator, *: ;,lme, standmg on one leg and ‘
So how about the pocket- reciting part of the alphabet vE
C phg g wE v EL The officer also will askthe
A ticket for dnvmg und ver to follow, with only his
the influence .of alcohol =¥ éyes, the officer’s pen or fin-
along with Tdwyer.costs, fines, . ge. T This test is the fiotizontal
- higher insurance Tates; and ~gaze : nystagmus "ok, in
1 missed work'—will-far sur-} which the officér watclles the .
pass what a cab,or even a lim- gdnvers n eyes 1o s8¢ how y
ousmewould Kave costf;§: {.smoothly they' move. gl .-
" **Geneva ~deferise; :flawyer_ When.a, peIsDn“JS“ml_ .
DI 'It:geler estimated thetotal” paired, the ‘eyes -appear to
" cost of one’s first DUT arfest to - bounce. Because this is an in-
}tbe $5, 000 Stz Charles defense vuluntary react]()h"‘jt is” not,‘_-
‘yattorney Gerard: Kepple put ;somethmg adrivercancontrol:.‘
sthefecat$4,000. 6232 - -or evenisaware of, according’/
w510 basically 50 lunousme tto the National, Highway
ndes"' Tegéler saidiik* L % 7 Traffic Safety Administration.
%, More than:1,900, drunker. ~ "I a quite successful way
t(dl‘ iving ﬂCketS have bekn is- of detgrmmmg mlo)ucatmn,
“suedin: KaneCDuntymlsyear. i Prega sald S s Aty
. accordingto? colirt. récords. Aftemhe ‘officer ,decldes
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- greasé toniglit'as some:New place the driver under atiest:
 Year celebrafits make'the mis-  nd handouff him, Fregasaid.
take- of - getting:| behind the _ Oncethe driver and theof-~
- wheel after drmkmg e 'h 2 ficer arrive dt the’ police sta

#4000 tion;, the, officer will explain®
tBﬁIﬂg DU“Ed Wer i) o the driver's rights:and-ask i
b “Diiringa S traffit st stop,

ey, sy,

el

£
a Po'ﬁ’the driverwants to submittoa -
hceofﬁcermllaskasuspectedfﬁb[eaﬂl « -dnalysts; . 004, g e
{¥driinkén - drivet’,to' perform - Breathalysertest. < 5...5°. -
f: ﬁeldéobnetytestslf the officer 3¢ One, condition f,f ‘Thaving ¥,
“Fnotices some classic Signs of San; Hlinois driver's license is3"
#intoxication such as; blood-¢ that a diiver agrees to submit-s .
- shoteyes arshurréd speech.” .10 breath, blood of urine tests -
et Al ﬂlmms police officer :
feceive the'same’ trammg for ‘e vaccording
field ‘*sobnety Jtests, ¥ said > Secreta:y ofstatesoﬁice
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'Thatnumberprobablywﬂlm the driver is-drunk, e will %

| thé Secretary of State's Office, [

DUl

. Continued from page 1%

. If the driver refuses such
. tests on the first DUI charge,

the driver’s license is sus-

pended for six months,

* - If the test shows the dtiver
" has a blood-alcohol content
! of more than .08 percent, the
driver’s license will be sus-

E pended for at least. three

months, begmmng 46 days
after the airest, according to

A driver younger than 21

can face an even longer sus- Ty

pexsion.
“It's entirely possible-you
. wouldn't get to drive again

untl you're 21" said St- .

Charles Police- Sgt. Brad

T Giffin,

-To-get out of jail after the

" amest, the driver must post ei-

- ther his driver’s license and

* $100, or $300, Frega said. A
©driver who cannot post bond

- Going to court.

- dividually”

~: must see a ]udge the next

moming

- Although most drivers do

- not need a lawyer for a traffic -

ticket, one is needed for a

"+ drunken driving charge.

“It's not ]ust an ordinary
_ traffi ticket, it's a Class A mis-
1 demeanor,” said Batavia de-

-1 fense lawyer Kathleen Colton.

The misdemeanor be-
 comesafelony, however, if the
tdriver has.. two previous

", drunken driving convictions,

orif the driver caused an acei-

killed someone.

A first offender.almost al-
ways gets court supervision,”
) community service and afine,
CultonsaicL ’ ‘

¥ane County Assistant
State’s Attorney  .Debbi
| Conforti said there is no stan-
dard plea agreement for
drurken drivers in- Kane

: oty

“Each case is examinedin-
Conforti said.
Court supervision is not' an

" Geneva. Police Lt Joe Frega. " “option for second-time of-

The_ tests .include, walking a.'3, s~ See D --__P {fenders, shesaid.
fu 3&!&&3‘! ?h Rt S D A Supemswnlsnottheend'
o of thé sentence. ‘The court

often orders the driver to un-

“dergo treatiment for alco-"

“helism and sometimes’ im- °

dent that seriously injured or

poses a period of community

service. . ,

Fines normally rarige from
$700 to-$1,000 and ‘could
reach $2,500. 1t also is possible

" tobesentenced to one year in

the countyjail. -
In Kane County, offenders

must attend a victim-impact

panel at the judicial center.
Druriken driving victims, or
their survivors, speak about
how their lives were forever al-
tered. :

Offenders also must pay
$140 for an alcohol evalua-

tion, and at least $80 for each

session of counseling, said
Aurora defense lawyer Anna
Wilhelmi,

First-time  offenders are
also eligible for a judicial driv-
ing permit, which will reduce

- the license suspension from
_ three months to one, Tegeler

said. The permit limits when
and where the diiver can
drive, most often ta and from
work.

“How many people don't
require a driver’s license for

_their work?” Tegeler said.

“Losing your drivers license
can affect your livelihood.”

It will cost $60 to have the
driver's license reinstated after
the suspension.

Outside the courttoom

- A drunken driving convic-

“tion has other effects in addi-

uOn-to_what happens in court.

© Randy Pomam Chmmete nhutostatf
St. Charles police officers Jim Burden, eft, and Robert
Bobinsky demonstrate the use of a Breathal;zer machine.

Many employers requite a

- valid driver’s license. Losing a

job can affect the entire fam-,
ily.

“I've séen’ families break
up as a result of a.DUI’
Batavia defense lawyer Kevin
Busch said.

Many drivers will lose
their insurance coverage, as =
well, or atleastpaymoreforit.

Allstate can terminate any
policy whenever a driver's li-
cense is suspended, said com-
pany. spokesman  Mike
Siemienas. When the license
is reinstated, the driver. be-
comes a highriskand the pre-
miums can double, he said.
The high-risk status and
higher costs apply to everyone
in the household. _

The company will drop
the family upon a second sus-
pension, he said.

“We do not allow more
than one major violation.in
the household in the last five
years,"” Siemienas said. <~

State Farm does not give
convicted drunken drivers a
second chance. }

“Typically, it will result in.
cancellation of the policy”
said spokesman Joe Johnson,

A Progressive Insurance
Co. customer will suffer less,
but. pay more, said
spokesman David Hale.

“They could'see intreases
of 45 percent to 60 percent
Hale said. :



'BY.PATRICK WALDRON "
“Daily Herald Staff Writer

3 'I‘i:ed ofbfigﬁt héon-sig'ns'l';o'mad-
" casting the name of that store or

stores with big concrete walls andno
. St. Charles leaders want 16 know.
.+ Ariticipating a new wave of rede-
velopment and looking for more
‘consistent building regulaions, St
Charles officials-are working on an
‘overhaul -of the city’s ‘zoning ordi-
nance. But before. the planning
| professionals put the new rules in

areas that may nee | some changes.
1" How dd ‘we want to develop St.
Charles?” asked Assistant City Plan-
- ner Michele Ribant: *- . - :

. forimed to exammine various subjects
“within the zoning code: one forresi-
dential - developments,. “includin,
tear downs; a second for cominerci

_development around Main Street

and Randall Road; and d third for aes-
- thetic elernents such as landscaping,

building architecture and signs.
the focus groups for a setof meetings
Jan. 28 hosted. by Catniros I, a
Chicago-based consulting firm hired
" 10 assistinppdaﬁngﬂxe'zonjng code.
" Azoningordinance spells out what
people .can build and where. The
intent is fo make sure land is devel-
oped in a logical- fashion :while

- and aesthetic appeal ofacity. -

. Theordinance regulates arafige of
* public and private property charac-
feristics, such 4s.the- height of a

" puilding, the size of 4 sign outsidea .

business, how. far -a.house <can be
from-a - property line_ and even
dirhensions of poolsor decks. .
Zoning changes are 1ot uncom-
mon, ' especially in. growing
t_:ommunitieswith changing housing
‘styles. St. Chatles has seert periodic
updates to its Zoning code, butthisis
the first revamp since 1960..
“The city of _Genevé_ﬁnished an

" restanrant in full color? Dentlikebox .

| place, theywant help identifyingthe

*“Three foéus groups are. being.

- Residents are invited to joinorie of -

across-the—boardreviewandrevisidn .
of its zoning ordinance in 1995. City -
leaders Tiow are working on more
specific - changes regulaing’ tear-
downs. and . other so-called in-fill
development, o1 new constructionin

“already built-up areas. -

‘Batavia officialé expectto complete
arevision of the city’s ¢omprehensive -
plan next year with a zoning ordi-
nance revision in 2004. The
comprehensive plan is an advisory”

aper the outlines howa cormminity
will grow and build. The zoning ordi- -
nance creates the rules used to meet
those goals. Batavia hasn't revised its
ordinance since 1971. o
. TojointheSt. Charles focus groups
ot for information on the meetngs,
call Michele Ribantat (630) 762-6925.
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-y jail.on Fabyan Parkway.on $ié
t4, (Geneva side of the G eV
m Batamaboundary St By 2

I

o : |

r:n B ﬁum"aiiﬁmmﬁ"m !
. ,

oH

;anmm@ﬂw‘ el

eV

' SPECALTOTHEBEACONNEWS | Y e’ it would sbe, bl
R ! 'S
::j AL At o firét) larice, the mgyors of . primarily to’ hold fedefal mma‘le“s,
Geneva and Batavia-are “placing ; . the county would be able'to put
their trust in Kane County to  up to 200 prisoners in the facility
determme whether talk of a _
federal prison warrants, further, crowded?. . :Additionally,
investigation. . - ownership of the larger Jaﬂ would .

Kane Sheriff Ken Ramsey
disclosed earlier this month he:
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'transfer to the county in 15 years.

Geneva Mayor Kevin Burns said
he has faith in countyleadership that
" what is under investigation would be
in the best interest of Geneva.

»*Obviously, the property abuts -

Geneva, and we would have a keen

interést in what is built there,” Burns '

‘said.
S tmst our county elected officials
will engage Genevain the discussion.
hat is done or not will have an
finpact on the city. I am looking
forward to learning more about it and
- any impact it would have on our
commumty

‘Lieutenant Joe Frega of the
‘Geéneva Police Department said he,

too, is confident that the County :

Board and Ramsey would investigate
- the idea more closely to determine
whether it is mutually beneficial for
federal county and city
governments
rega said construction ofa’”
 federal prison would be a plus if it did
Anything to relieve the overcrowded
;condmons at'the county jail.-
‘Somethmg needs to be done as
rap;dly as possible,” Frega said. “Tam
sute the county would have the
insight to fully investigate a facility of
that nature being built in the city of
Geueva,

“I am fully aware of the jail
conditions and very much in favor of
rectifying those problems —it
impacts the entire county. If impacts
which offenders are being released
and held and which are formally
charged. On the whole, the entire
system is overloaded. - -

“If one part of the system fails, the
entire system fails.”

. Batavia Mayor Jeff Schielke, too,
referred to the county’s corrections -
crisis, '

“It is incumbent on them to
explore all viable options,” Schielke

“I have faith and trust in our
Jeadership on the County Board and
Sheriff Ramsey to lock into it.”

Schielke said it sounds as though a
proposed federal facility would be

_ built in the same security-conscious

manner as the existing county jail on
Fabyan Parkway.

“It could mean more jobs. We have
to hear the whole thing out,” the
mayor said.

Ramsey. said he has had
preliminary discussion with officials
of v Emerald Correctional

' Managerhent in Shreveport, La, and -
there was “potential to gain some
reyenue” through a possible
arrangement with the company.

The sheriff indicated Emerald was
interested in building “low- to
medium-security, dormitory-style
cells” on property next to the county
jail. '
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his old or new district. His

mitteemen because he lives. in Kane

No decision set for Hoeft replacement

Malek mulls
10 candidates
—)Z
By DAN CHANZIT
Kane County Chronicle

ELGIN — Kane County Republican
Party Chairman Ed Malek said he is con-
sidering 10 people to.fill Déug Hoeft's
Tlinois House of Representatives seat. -

“I'm looking at all the potential individ-
uals,” Malek said. “Where they live is a fac-
tor, but is not a determining factor. The se-
lection is based on their qualifications.”

“I'm getting closer,” he said. “If not
Monday then Tuesday.” _

Hoeft, 60, died Dec. 17 of complica-
tions from surgery he had Nov. 26 to clear a
blocked artery. The Elgin Republican
served in the legislature for 10 years.

Hoeft's replacement could come from

old districtincluded parts
of Cook County. His new
district includes portions |}
of Carpentersville,
Dundee, Elgin, and South
Flgin. Because Hoeft re-
ceived the most votes
from Kane County in the

November election,.
Malek has the final say on
the appeintment.

Malekl

He will consult with State Sen. Steve
Rauschenberger, R-Elgin, in making that -
decision. Hoeft's Representative districtis
part of Rauschenberger’s Senate district.

“We had a couple of meetings with

some . Republican leaders,”
Rauschenberger said. 7
Local Republicans said Elgin City
Council member Ruth Munson and East
Dundee Police Chief Joe Pena appear to
be the leading contenders. Pena appears

to have more support from precinct com-

County. Munson lives in the district’s.
Cook Countyportion. -~~~ = . °
Munson said she spoke with Malek
over the weekend. She said he did not indi-
cate whether she would be named as
Hoeft's replacement. “I'm just waiting,” she
said Sunday. Pena could not be reached for.
comument Sunday. , ;

Also being considered are Kane County.
Treasurer David Rickert and Kane County
Board member Jackie Tredup, R-Elgin.
Malek met with GOP precinct commit--
teemen and other party officials last week
to hear recommendations. He would not
confirm names on his ist. '

Rauschenberger and Malek said they
met over the weekend with Elgin Township
Republican Chairman Mike Kenyon and
former Kane County Board Member Don’
Rage, R-Sleepy Hollow. -

Kenyon is a possible nominee. Neither
Kenyon nor Rage could be reached for
comment Sunday. ' :
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Geneva park dlstrlct seek_s ,
18 percent Ievy increase

Rise would only apply
to reassessed homes

| 2/ 280
By BRENDA SCHORY
Kane County Chronicle -

GENEVA — Geneva Park
District officials recently re-
quested a $4.6 million levy, an
18 percent increase over the
previous year’s $4 million ex-
tension. -

“This does not mean a tax
increase except where the
homes are reassessed,” said
Board President Michael Abts.
“The levy increase is based on
new growth. We are receiving
more revenue because of that
— which we do need because
of the increased use of the dif-
ferent facilities.”

"~ Susan Leninger, superin-
© tendent of finance and per-
sonnel said the $700,000 in-

crease simply reflects contin-
uing growth and demand for
recreation.

“The most influential
issue for the additional levy is
growth in the equalized as-
sessed valuation,” she said -

Taxing bodiés file their tax
extension requests with the
county clerk in December and
receive their money in the
spring. Levies are wusually
rnore than they expect to re-
ceive as a fail-safe to make
sure they receive all the taxes
they are entitled to. -

“We never receive what
we levy but if we don't levy
enough to include the new

owth, we worn't receive those
nds,” Leninger said.

Most of the increase,

$403,000 is in: corporate fund
which covers all salaries. The-
district levied $2.4 milliof last
year and $2.7 million this year.
The increase reflects hiring a
full-time naturalist, an addi-

" tional full-time parks and

rhaintenance worker and as
well as adding more soccer
and baseball fields. . :

The recreation fund. in-
creased by $100,000, . from
$600,000 to $700,000, because
of increased programs to meet
the public's demand. - ...

Social - Security and  the
Illinois Municipal Retirement
Fund increase - $19,000-and’
$14.,000 increases respectively
— also reflects the growth
from additional staff .and
more programs, . Leninger.
said. s

Bond and interest costs in-
creased $132,000, a nearly 24
percent hike from $555,000 to
nearly $700,000, to pay off
voter-approved open space
bonds.



Hoeft replacement down to'tw

-r-'w

Munson Pena top’
el s’t of favorites

vy ",?Kane Ceunty Chronicle
oF iL

§ :‘ 'Dwo favontes have emerged as

,Llocal Republican, Party leaders con-
sider a replacement for former state
“Rep Doug Hoeft. .

Elgm C1ty Counal member Ruth
Munson'@id East Dundee Police Chief
:Joe Pena appear to be the leading con-
tenders However, Pena appears to have
‘Thore support from precinct cominit-
teemenbecausehehvesmKaneCounty

Kane County Repubhcan Party

Chauman Ed Malek, who will select a*

replacement, met with GOP precinct
committeemen and other party officials
Thursday to hear recomimnendations.

Hoeft, 60, died Dec. 17 of comphca--

tions from surgery he had Nov. 26. The

Elgin Republican served in the legislature
for 10 years. Previously, he was Kane -

County Regional School's superintendent.
Malek said he plans to name a re-

placement next week, and wants the .

new lawmaker sworn in before the
start of the next legislative term, giving
.the representative seniority on the rest
of the freshman class.

Malek has control of the appointrment
because most of the new43rd Districtisin

R CXRBRHR NP 7 N b m‘?
SouthElgma’hdﬂ]e letndee“areat.\’j W
-Munsorn and Peila ‘apper o Hive

garnered -the ‘most support local‘

PREY P

Reépublicans said.
“Clearly thosé& o candldates had
the most discussion' and interest
among the. comnutteemen," said state
Seri. Steve Rauschenberger, R: Elgln
. The party chaxrrnan said he has not
shortened his list of candidates, and con-
tinues to meet with sore of the hopefuls.
‘Malek also is considering Kane
County Treasurer David Rickert,
Kane County board members Jackie
Tredup and Lee Barrett and Elgin

" Township Republican . Chairman ‘

Mike Kenyon to fill the seat.

“Kane County, ccrvenng poruons of Elgm,

Replacement

Continued from page 1 -

“I want to keep this close
.to my vest,” Malek said. “The
rumors out there are unbe-
lievable.” :

The residency of Hoeft'’s
successor is an issue for some
‘precinct comimnitteemen,
Rauschenberger said.

Munson lives in Cook
County, while Pena lives in
Kane County.

‘A number of commit-
teemen feel it's a Kane County
seat and the new representa-
tve should be from Kane
County,”  Rauschenberger
said.

Munson sdid she is down-
* playing the concern.,

“I think it’s an issue that

can be overcome,” Munson
said. “I have served a multi-
jurisdictional community as
council member, and I would
represent the entire district.”

Hoeft recently had moved
into the Cook County end of
Elgin.

Pena could not be reached
for comment Friday.

Malek said Munson's
Cook Countyresidency would
not be a barrier.

“As chairman of the Kane
County Republican Party, I
am very much concerned
with the, geography and de-
mographzcs of the district,
. but I am not going to make
- my decision based on where
they live,” he said.

It's going to be based on

their quality, experience, . .

background and ability to
serve. Not because of some
imaginaryline.”

Rauschenberger - said
Hoeft's wife, Libby, supports
Munson.,

"Doug was mentoring”
Ruth,” Rauschenberger said.
“It’s very important that the
Republican Party and Ed and
me be sensitive to Doug’s
family and key supporters.”

Rauschenberger said ei-
ther Munson or Pena would
be a suitable replacement for
Hoeft,

“They are consistent with
where Doug was on issues,”
Rauschenberger said.

“They are well-situated
from a philosophical stand-

. point.”
Hoeft had earned arecord -

as being moderate on social
issues and fiscally conserva-
tive, Rauschenberger said.

Rauschenberger = said
Hoeft had made an obligation
to support state Rep. Tom
Cross, R-Oswego, for House
minority leader, and. the new
lawmaker will be expected to
meet that commitment.

“The new person will have
to fulfill some of Doug’s com-
Imtments, for at least the first
six months,” Rauschenberger
said,

“You're not picking a free
agent, You can fill Doug's seat
but can't replace him, It's fair
to ask them to meet those ob~
ligations.”

M Reporter Tom Schlueter
contributed to this story.

See REPLACEMENT, page 2

-
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When gangster A] Capo anted to get out -+

< of Chicago, legend has'it; hé sometimes -
Ty .' stopped at an apartment above a gas-station in +
% 2 rural Kane County. 4i; Fa’ Wb LT
$7 " The rustic setting, along with its sparse pop-

'y i ulation, offered a quiet retreat but also provid-"

SRS ed the opportuhxty and anGnymity’ needed to
i runabootleggmg operahon. v .
i «a, Decades later,the con®; B
" "nection with out]aws evenif,
! - -tenuous, appears alive ‘with -

+ ., the arrest earlier this month
Fof a man law-enforcemént
officials say isa major player

} : in Aurora’s streét gangs.

,. “Whilé residents living
!: ‘along the B]ackberry Town-
;- ship road where John Oroz-"

fI

- ¢0 lives expressed stirprise ¥

- Wwhen they learned of his ar- 1o Orozco,

" rest Dec, 5, police and long- identified by -
“time residents from riearby pofice as a sireet .
‘Elburn say the myth of gangleader,has .

. ;i small-town innocence long & home on the
" has been gone. T
o . “Iguess we've always peaceh:l Elbum.
-been kind of aware that
.there s gang-type trans- . . ES
-~ portatmn that Qoes throught Elburn Mayor .
T J;m Willey-said. “(Yet,) the general perception *
i _in our commum’ty is that nothmg bad hap
' i pens n foe ok
%y Indeed, some longtlme resadents are qu1ck 2
"to point out that’ Orozco, a purported leader,of .
* the Latin Kings street gang, was arrested out:-
" Slde village limits at his Pouley Road home.

n-dv ng..»t.

[+%% Orozco, 31, faces a federal wedpons charge
hr as part of an ongoing mvestlgauon into Ulegal -
* drug salés in and around-Aurora.’y . e o
‘ pees He was released from custody. earlier this .

-month after posting a $100,000 bond, Assistant -

- :U.8. ‘Attorney Lawrence. Beaumont ‘said: He'

** was required to post that full amiount, secured -

i "by property ownership rathef thdn cash, a.

. spokesman fof the officé said. A condition of

his release includes hpme electromc momtor—

R F mg lm Mf‘_’, Tﬁf' Gy

‘ Lf. : Orozco's attorney, w1th the federal pubhc de-
* fender’s office; did not returdi phone calls. 7

: “"‘“"“"“’"""‘"“‘“”m_“j**“ i 3 s fn i ' country road through a rural Kaiie Co nty setting apparently provides a sense of
o N "Tumtaomws AZ secunlyfortodays Inals,judasrtomedudforsuchga gstersasAIcapone. :
1 " ".‘. w-"""'" . < kmg""& ’ rﬂh RE2N Nl ﬂ‘ fﬁw t S P
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'lhe Capone mlmecﬁon

- About a mile south of Orozco's
house, along a road that alternates
* between paved and.unpaved, sits a
.- farmhouse that may have played a

rolc in the days of Prohibition.

Landmarked in 1994, the property

o dwgnated asthe Blad(betry Creel

* Farm is believed to have been operat-
edasasti]lbyCapunesgang

. The gangsters hired someone to
farm the land while they made illegal
-Jiiuor in a cellar underneath the barn,
"acearding to a Kane County Develop-
"~ ment Departiment study of the prop-
erty. The Siquor was later brought to

- an old gas station at Routes 47 and 38,
_+ where it was distributed to Chn:ago

and clsewhere. -
' “They stored barrels i in the base-
ment walls of the house oh shelves
- they had made,” noted the study, con-
- ducted prior to landmark designation,
“It is said by people living around

"' that time that fancy men in expensive

<

* | Cars came down Pouley Road hauling

lots of sugar.”
- When the still was later discovered

- by federal authorities, they filled it

with gravel and cement. Many of the

barrels are behevcd to remain buried
Lhere

“Apparently this was a stopping

point, a hideout for Al Capone touse,”

‘ g}léum Police Chief James Linane

“There’s some similarities here.
'Iheygoforplam: out in the country.”
‘Residents said Orozco, who re-
‘cently moved into the ranch-style
home with his family, kept to himself,
“There have been no allegations he
conducted illegal activities out of his
home.
-One resident, who asked to not be
. identified, said Orozco was rarely
seen in the neighborhood since his
family moved in more than a year
2go. Residents know little of the fami-
ly, except that Orozco built several
coaps and began raising roosters.
- ““I can't say I'm sleeping as well
knowing a gang member” lives near-
by, the resident said.

. Orozco, who patronized the gro- -
‘ cery store in the middle of town,

wasn‘t seen as insidious by people.
,“This individual didn’t bring his
wurk hotne, so to speak,” said Dave

‘Anderson of Anderson’s Grocery.

Sture on Main Street.

"When someone comes in my’
“front door of the business here, they
Are a customer. No more, no less,”
Anderson said.

* Indeed, police 'had little to share

- with the FBI when its agents began
asking quéstions, Orozco had ne rug- -

ins with local cops, Linane said. -
*What ['ve heard is there were ba-

sically no complaints about this indi--

vidual in the subdivision,” Willey
said. "It's almost as it he hgd adouble

Aurora Police Chief William
Lawler said it’s becoming more conr
mon during investigations that gang
members arrested are found living in
neighboring communities.

- - While Elburn has no gang histoty
. to speak of -— it's consistently the
. safest corpmunity in Kane County

per capita, according to Linane — it
does have ties to street gang activity.
These ties were hound for precisely

. the same reasons why Capone’s gang

would have picked the area fora

‘place to set up shop — it’'s small and

rural but close enough to a large city
that travel is convenient '

Willey said Elbum has long beena
route taken by gang members travel
ing between Awrora and Elgin who .
want to stay below the radar. Route
47 is more frequently used when Fox
River communities increase patrols
along Routes 25 and 31.

The use of Elburn 4s a transpurla—
tion point hasa't increased arime inand
around the commmnity, police said, but

‘residents know the days of leaving the

back door uniocked are over.

“The small town is gone, and
progress is coming, if that's what you
want to call it,” said Ken Gustafson,
whose family has long operated Glid-
don's Drug Store in dowmbown Elburn,
Big Turtle's” past

.. Orozco has so far avbided the

‘major drug charges leveled at more

than two dozen Latin Kings or gang -
agsociates, He is charged with just
one count of weapons possession by
afelon after agents seized 2 Srnun Bar-
retta semi-automatic pistol. He faces -
up to 10 years if convicted.

Alsg referred to in court docu-
ments as “Big Turtle,” Orozco was
named butnotcharged inafederal af-
fidavit earlier this year, alleging a con-
spiracy to sell millions of dollars in co-

_caine in Aurora. A search warrant for

Orozco's home was obtained by FBI
agents because of Qrozco's alleged
leadership role in the gang and his
*“parcotics distribution activity.”

" Federal documents prepared prior
to Orozco's initial court appearance
make no mention of drug seizure.

Qrozco,- however, is named in fed-
eral court papers as a cocaing and
marijuana supplier to David Busta-
mante, one of seven men arrested in
late October during simultaneous
raids of scveral Aurora area homes.

The former Aurora resident has a
longlustmyofpohne contacts dating to
the carly 1990s, including a conviction
for debivery of a controlled substance.

Then,in 1995, Orozcowas sentenced
to two years in prison for hisrolcin a
drivety shooting that police said was in
retaliation for the slaying of a highank-
ing gang leader the day before.

Two other men were convicted in
the case as well: Migue] A. Montez
was sentenced to eight years in
prison; Rafael Juarides was sen-
tenced to three years in prison.

Both men are among the 29 indict-
edin thefadg:aldmgpmbe in Aurora
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‘Publlc hearmgs
set on outer-belt

15’/0 Z

BY VERONICA GONZALEZ
Daily Herald Staff Writer

e

“Two January public hearirigs will

help state transportation officials
study traffic congestion in six Illi-
nois counties, including Kane
County.
. The hearings will be held from 5
to 8 p.m. Jan. 22 in Kaneland South
Elementary, 85 S. Main St.,
Sugar Grove, and from 4 to 7 p.m.
Jan. 23 in the Fountains of
Minooka, 502 Twin Rail Drive, in
Minocka. ‘

The Illinois Deépartment of
Transportation is inviting people to
attend two open meetings so they
can watch a presentation, review
exhibits and talk with state repre-
sentatives.

The study comes as state trans-
portation officials . look into
building the controversial outer-
belt expressway to connect
interstates 80 and 88.

“We just want to find out what
the problems are to begin with,”
said Rick Powell, project engineer
for the outer-belt expressway.
© “We might be able to upgrade
exjsting systems and the new belt-
way is only one of many possible
solutions to any problem that we
may find.”

The other counties involved in.

the five-year, $18 million study are
DeKalb, Kendall, Grundy, Will and
LaSalle.

The state has restricted develop-
ment in the 36-mile corridor where
the outer-belt expressway could be
built. The comdor, 400 feet wide,

_ Whem and when

way proposal

dy-’&*—ﬁ:n%

stretches for 36 miles from Inter-
state 80 near Minooka in Grundy -

County to Interstate 88 near °

Kaneville in western Kane County.

But in a lawsuit in Kane County
circuit court, property owners said
that restriction was unconstitu- -
tional.

The corridar has been hotly con-
tested because opponents want to
protect the miles of farmland from
being developed but also don't
want the state transportation
agéncy to dictate what gets devel-
oped there.

They have argued the state didn't
prove why the corridor needed to
be protected from development

'other than a highway.

Landowners are suing to have

the state law banned because it -

prevents major developments
from being built in that corridor
without notifying the state trans-
portation department.

The department, in turn, can
decide to buy the land to protect .
it..
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- _Christmaé .
“brings need

for recycling
{;bqﬁy TOM SCHLUETER

o .
GENEVA — That pile of
brightly colored  presents
under the tree Christmas
morning has turned into a
pile of brightly colored trash -
by Christmas night. '

And, no, you are not imag-
ining it. You are producing
more garbage this time of year.
~ Kane County recyclin
coordinator Gary Mielke sai
Americans discard an extra 2
billion pounds of garbage
during the last two weeks of
December.

“That translates into an
extra 3 million pounds in
Kane County,” Mielke said.

With all that extra waste,
this time of year is a good time
to think about what can and
cannot be recycled, he said.

Greeting cards and wrap-
ping paper can be recycled,
as long as they do not con-
tain foil. :

Gift boxes and cardboard

" shipping boxes can be recy-
cled, as can the newspaper and
heavy paper used for packing.

Discarded wrapping and
packing paper can be stuffed
into paper grocery bags for

" easy pick-up. Regicling truck
drivers will not take anything
in a plastic bag.

~ 'Wrapping paper and
%reeting cards that contain

oil cannot be recycled.
Polystyrene, or Styrofoam, in
rigid form or “peanuts” can-
not be recycled either, he .
said. .

Most municipalities will
provide a pick-up service
after the holidays for natural
Christrnas trees. Many ship-
ping businesses will take the
foamn peanuts and re-use
them. ‘
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. Ask the voters if they want a city

ordinance reining in the size of new |
homes and additions in town, say | -

critics of the. current zoning rules
under review. - Lot

proposed by the

“down/Infill
“Development
that would affect

1

cry by critics of
"the  proposal.
ma debate
study and debate j oo
that has -been Yonakurz ;.
‘going on for

"almost three i
_ years to appearon the April ballot as

‘areferendum. The idea being that by

casting your vote, you tell city officials |

what you thin| R
Kind of a roundabout and expen- |

sive way of doing it, say sore city i

officials. : : . .
“~The city would have to print up

maybe hold -forums to tell voters |

« . whatthe issues are. Bventhoughthe : .
- ity has held more than nine hours of -

“public hearings on the changes, it ;
would need t6 continue the educa- |
tlon process. to counter the |

notoriously unclearphrasing the |-

state requires on the ballot. If you |
rermember the fire station or school

referendum questions that read likea |-

chapter out of a dusty law boek, you |

" knowwhat I'm talking about. - o

"east gide on a ballot. Those; safnd

aldérmen likelywould vote din &ty
“-requestto put thezoni angeson
theballot. -~ . - g

RN Aninfnnnalpoubfsémafiﬁimn <

True, the message would get out to |

" more people through direct mailings §

inthe city newsletter, but thien again, ;
will that make a difference. for the !

‘majority of people? Will thage wha | -

_werén't interested enough to follow
the issue the last two yéars in the
newspapers or at the city hallfehd tHe
. flier? While attendance at the recent .

Yot

" . public heatings has been good ford !

' most democratic way to solve {he ;
- debate — give everyonea say. T

But, as politically incomect a stated
ment as this is, do you really want
ever}mnelmwng a‘say? If somedne
-isn't following the issue, and it is really
mote complicated - that. readingra.

". one-paragmph ; summmary,- do -ysu § -

want them voting on a whim? That.
-was the argument advaticed by some
councilmembers against putting the’
construction of a power plant on'ttie

cials,leads me to believe thatafy

attempt 10 ask aldermen to puf the | -
- teardown/infill. ordinance - ori+the

ballot would fail to get enough yotes
to in the council chamber, £, Yt
" Regardless, - the- refereiidum

Sec KUMZ on PAGE S

.. - D wmotes |

i)

. ST i
" ;,‘Putonthebaﬂotzpnhagchanges!

referendum pushed

ing issue

“elected officidls.

'ing non-home fule towns to place

Contied from Poge 1

I that's true, maybe critics of the

on the ballot the ereadon of a pub- |

wouldn't legally be binding, mean-
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. group's spokesmian.

proposed highway has heated tip, Dabisih

been thrust into't

tit has ecome a g

v
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‘From page A1

. the Big Rock resident said, “That's
. downright painful.” T

. Part of the reason Davis has been
so visible is because she has been

willing to speak openly about her .

- fight against the highway that

would cut her town and 200-acre
farm in half. She's feisty, and she's

. always good for a quote.

. Most

importantly, - " shé’s

" passionate about the land she-grew
- up on, and she represents the

opinions of many landowners up -

and down the 400-foot-wide corridor

protection strip récorded:by the
- Illinois :
Transportation in July. The road

. Department
would connect Interstates 88 and 80

" throtigh 193 parcels of land in Kane,
' Kendall and Grundy counties.

* community, fighting other,

“If there were no Marvel Davis,

we'd like to invent one,”" said Jan -.

Strasma, official spokesman for

Citizens Against the Sprawiway, the:
group -Davi§ has come to’
. unofficially represent. “She does
lend a very personal aspect to the -

issue” : o .
“Norma Leifheit, a 60-year-old Big
Rock resident wlio has known

‘Davis all her life, said Davis has

become the backbone of the

highway opposition. Though she

has always.been active in the

: of-

" development threats and turning

her barns into community cénters,
the outer-belt issue hag really’
thrown her into the publiceye. - -
“She’s kind of been the focal
point for everyone in town,” Leifheit
said. “We kind of look to her for
what we're doing.”™

When Citizens ‘Against the.

“Sprawlway decided to file a lawsuit
‘ against the state in September, -

challenging the corridor protection
process, it was obvious to

-organizers that Davis should be the
lead plaintiff of 56 landowners._

Like the media attention, Davis

.didn't ask for the role, but she

accepts it with humility.
_ “It’s a little scary to see Marvel
Davis; et al’ ‘against the state of

Illinois,” Davis said. “It's a little~

intimidating, but it hag to be done.”

- Davis may have reluctantly -
accepted her new spokesman title,’
but neighbor Tracy Dettman said,
no one has-been surprised that the.
outspoken Davis has shone in the
spotlight. Dettman said there’s no

“better person to represent the

opposition that the town's 75-year-
old cat lover, who houses dozens of .
felines on her farm. . ’ .

“When those bulldozers come, if

they do, they'll have to go by her

body,” Dettman said. “Because she
won't just let them do it™. -

. Contact Dave-Parroat -
(630) 8015495 0r.
dparro@scnl.com.
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| ‘Schools'

_ Continued from page 1

But Geneva's financial woes-

were commmon across [llinois—
61 percent of the state's districts

had deficit budgets because

* the state cut aid and paid late.
Such cuts were a key factorin
the Batavia School District’s de-
teriorating financial position in
2002, setting the stage foran op-
erations tax referendum in April.
By the end bf the school year
in spring 2003, the district is ex-
pected to have $400,000 in re-
serve,Without an increase inrev-
enues or a cut in programs, the
district would go into a $4 mil-
lion hole by the end of the 2003-
04schoolyear, officialssaid. -
Thisled the Batavia School
Board to form a facilities and
operations study comrnission,
composed of citizen volun-
! teers. The 66 members of the
panel met throughout the fall,
studying district finances and
programs. However, taking
into consideration the weak
economy, the panel recom-
mended a 60-cent increase.
The school board and ad-
visory pancl have agreed on a
separate, 5-cent tax referen- .
dum also expected to be on
the April 1 ballot. That refer-
endum would finance -the
purchase of land to make pos-

" gible the expansion of Batavia -

High School facilities.

The high school’s enroliment
of 1,641 is expected to reach
2,000 in the coming years, and
the facility is already considered
overcrowded. The land the dis-
trictislooking to buyis owned by
Mooscheart, which is consider-
scﬁ the sale because of its own

ool financial problerns.

Mooseheart International
operates Mooseheart Child City
& School on Route 31 between
Batavia and North Auror.

Moose officials talked
about the possibility of clos-
ing the 80-year-old, kinder-
garten thmu%J 12th-grade
school if the bleak financial °
situation does not improve.

. Toimprove its financial sit-
" uation, the erganization hopes
to generate at least $1 million
annually by leasing or selling
2300 acres it owns outside its
“~main ‘campus. However, the,
campus would stay oper.  ©'

In the Kaneland School
District, a high school addition
is on schedule as district ad-
ministrators face challenges
posed by growing enrollment
and a tightening budget.

Phase II of construction is
under way, with the founda-
tion poured for the east end of
the school and the bricks and
mortar being set for the rest of
the expansioty. .

.. The addition, which in-
: cludes a library expansion,
cafeteria, focker rooms and a
music wing, will accommo-
date a growing student body
— enrollment is expected to
increase by 7 percent this year,
Growth is expected to con-
timie as new subdivisions take
root farther west in the county.
~ While preparing for growth
and managing a tight budget,

YERRINREVIEW

Burlington Central Schootl ad-
ministrators also are working
to improve test scores and find
anew superintendent.

At the end of the fiscal
year, the district faced an op-
erations and tnaintenance
deficit of more than $800,000,

The West Aurora School
District experienced another
year of growth in 2002, -

School officials plan to
build schools and add to exist-
ing schools to keep up with
growth. The district has about
11,0060 students; but enroll-
ment Is expected to increase
19 percent by 2006. .

The West Aurora School
Board voted to buy 38 acres for
afourth middle school that will
help address growing enroll-
ment at jewel Middle School.

The school district willh
38 acres from a farm o
Deerpath Road in Aurora
owned by the Patterman and
Leick farnilies. The school dis-

trict is buying the land for -

$43,000 per acre.

The sagging economy was
also tough on local munici-
palities, and St. Charles felt
the effects as more than 1,000
people lost their jobs.

First it was Hotel Baker,
then Arthur Andersen, then
General Mills — a one-two-
three punch
that left
some  city
officials
wonderin
what wouls

Buteven
as the job
losses piled
up, new
jobs came
as the east gateway welcomed
Target, Porillos and TG.I
Fridays, which together pro-
duced 600 jobs. :

Perhaps the biggest eye-

Gorecki

“sore in the city for the last sev-
Heral years was the old St.

Charles Mall property on
Route 38, east of Randall
Road. Strict rules on the de-
funct mall prevented anyone
frem buying the building, soit
sat vacant for six years.

. The city finally was able to
clear the restrictive covenants
on the property with owner Bill
{¥Kane, and in late April, con-
struction crews forced the bulk
of the building to tumble down.

. City officials wanited an auto
mall to replace the once great
mall property, but that has not
come to fruition, and with
Chicago auto dealer Al
Piemonte choosing East Main
Street for a Cadillac dealership
instead of the proposed auto
mall, some remain skeptical

Batavia, Geneva and St
Charles spent most of the year
investigating the possibility of

creatng a Tri-Cities telecom-
munications utility offerin,
telephone, cable television an
high-speed Internet service.

Batavia approved plans for
a water treatinent system de-
signied to remove radium from
the water supply.

In Geneva, the city tookon

* many changes this year that

will overlap into the new year. .

After a successful $6 mil-
lion public safety referendurn,
the city broke ground for the
new $4.5 million east side fire
station, which is scheduled to
be finished next fall.

When the fire department
completely moves from the
Public Safety Building to its
new facility, a $1.5 million re-
varnp of the police departrnent
will follow. It
is scheduled
to be com-
pleted by
Tuly2004.

- Thedtys
promationof
itself as a re-
changod e

the
face of
Randall Road
when the
Geneva Comunons Shopping

Capoe!lo

.Center opened this surnmer.

The mall giant’s opening
combined with road widen-
ing, turn lanes and stop lights
turned Randall Road into grid-
lock for weeks this summer.

Another retail plus was the
razing of Frank’s Finer Foods on
East Side Drive and a new CVS
Pharmacy opened in is place.

Both Pillsbury and Kmart
closed this yeat. Pillsbury hurt
the city’s bottom line in electric
utility sales while Kmart’s loss -
cut into its sales tax revenue.
While the city continues to
market the former Pillshury
site in its east side industrial
park, an outdoor retailing
giant, Gander Mountain, plans
t0 open next year in the former
Kmart site.

The nationwide scandal
surrounding Catholic priests
abusing children affected
Geneva in Decemnber. Mark A
Campobello, 35, was charged
with critninal sexual assault
and criminal sexual abuse
after being accused of molest-
inga 14-year-cld girl while she
was a student at St Peter
Catholic. Church in Geneva.
The incidents reportedly oc-
curred between January and .
May 1999, while Campobello
lived at the parish. -

The Rockford Diocese of the
church stripped Campobello of
the ability tofunction asa priest.

State’s  Attorney M
Gorecki's saga involving tape
messages left on a friend’s an-
swering machine contifived
this year, and it is not over.

- After a hearing in
November 2001, an Attorney
Registration and Disciplinary
Commission hearing board
recommentded in April that
Gorecki's law license be sus-
pended for six months.

Ifherlicense is suspended
for that time period orlo
she will have to resign
elected position and leave the
states attorney’s office.
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Township approves levy requests
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Levy

Continued from page 1-

Sharﬁ'saidhevoted against
the increase because he

. thought money has been

wasted at Wheeler Park.

“I'm against any tax in-
crease when we waste 50 much
money at the township,” Sharp
said. :

The levy vote mirrored
their 3-2 split some 18
meonths ago when the board
majority first voted to con-
dema the history center for

. new offices and a senior

center.

Also part of the plan is to
sell the property at 2202 Gary
Lane, whichis zoned for indus-
trial use.

In August, township and
history center bfficials ap-
proved $315,000 for the build-
ing, and to allow the history
center to stay in its Wheeler
Park location rent-free until
Nov. 15, 2003, If it stays be-
yond that paint, rent would
be paid until the center must
move out Jan. 31, 2004,
Unused rent would be reim-
bursed.

“This is such a waste of tax
- dollars,” Sharp said. “We are
quite capable of doing every-
thing everybody would want
to do right here. We have a
place where people can come
to the door, and not walk 450
feet ta the front door” to the
history center at Wheeler
Park. . .. :
Sharp voted against the

road district levy because itwill -

pay for replacing a rusted
truck. “If the body falls apart,
who cares? All you need is
something to hook the sait ma-
chine on in back,” Sharp said.
Part of the plan to revamp-
township services and save
money is to sell off unneeded
road equipment and contract
out for plowing and brush
pickup. .

Jaeger said the truck was
13 years old, and parts were
replaced for this winter sea-
son. But the most iportant
aspect of the road district
budget is repaving its 8.2
miles of roads. In particular,
Wenmoth Hoad is receiving
more traffic with the expan-
sion of the Mill Creek subdi-
vision

Trustee Sharon Brazill

said both levies were appro-
priate. .
“[ felt very comfortable
with the new levies,” Brazill
said. *I didot feel that we
were overbudgeted in’ any
area.”

Brazill said she believed
Road Commissioper John
Carlson wasg justified in want-
ing to replace a rusted, old

“l might not always
agree with someone, and
someone might not always
agree with me,” she said.
~But you have to come to a
point finally when it's over,
it's done with and you do
whatis in the best interests
of the people in order to
move forward, instead of
constantly voting 'No," " she
said, - .




‘The-area also retains-an u:npres—
sive piece of open'space.

Through alease arrangement
with its onetime sister firm — what
. once was known as Andersen

Consulting but later became’ .

*  Accenture — Andersen adminis-
ters the beautiful conference cen-
ter that is set along the banks of
the Fox River, north of dovmtown
5t. Charles.

It seems an irony that a com-

_ panylong at the pinnacle of the ac-
counting world would leave that
field, even as it stays in the training
and education arena. Or, maybe
not,

Thesze seems little doubt that
the Worldwide Center was the heart
-and soul of Arthur Andersen, the
boot camp that turned raw college
graduates into leaders of American -

" business.

AWeb site maintained by for-
.mer Andersen employees — _
www.andersenalumni.com — teils
of the high regard they hold for the

St. Charles piece of the company:
One of them says it poignantly. It
was written by one Joseph Zanco

and posted on Nov. 7:

“Like manyAndersen alums,
my fondest memories are of the
times I spent with colleagues in St
Charles, The firm’s leadership made
an incredible commitment to the

- facility. I applaud them for the $$$

they invested enriching the careers
and lives of their staff.
“To my knowledge, no company
has created a similar atmosphere
for career development.”
What the future portends for
the Worldwide Center is unclear.

. What is clear is that the center

made a big impact on 4 lot of peo-

ple who still play a big role in U.S.

business.

" the surrounding area can find a
way to nurture what is left of Arthur
" Andersen, it is altogether possible

something quite important can rise.

from the ashas.

For the late company founder,
Kendall County native Arthur ,
Edward Andersen, the center re-
mains the best part of his legacy.

8 Roald Haase is the Kane
County Chronicle’s business editor.
To contact him, call (630) 845-
5348, or e-mail him at:
rhaase@kcchronicle.com.

What'’s more, if St. Charles and -
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Business Scene

Accounting

firm’s legacy
lives on by
Fox River

Arthur Andersen Is down. But
it’s not gut.
" Not entirely.

The accounting giant, once one -

of the pillars of U.S. business, is es-
sentially gone from the accounting .
industry.

Its downfall this year —aresult
of its indictment and conviction for
obstruction of justice in the invest-
- gation of the Enron financial col-
Japse — was sudden and pretty
near total.

Except, that is, for a piece of
Andersen called the Worldwide
Center for Professional Education.

The center, in St. Charles, con-
tinues to provide facilities and
staffing for conferences, meetings,
business training sessions and
other activities for which itlong has
been known.

Company spokesman Patrick’
Dorton told me this week that “the
center w111 operate for along time
to come.”

And the Andersen companyre-
' mains a business entity, mean-

while, despite leaving the public ac-
counting, audit and tax fields.
Exactly what Andersen does is hard
to say, although it employs less
‘than 1,000 people.

So what is left ofAndersen? The
largest chunk, apparently, is the
. Worldwide Center and the estirnated
150 Andersen workers employed
there. Despite the loss of hundreds of
other Andersen employees this year
in St. Charles, the FoxValiey retains
the Worldwide Center and its confer-
ence busiriess, although in a much
downsized form.



Economy defines 2002 for St. Charles

~ Loss of jobs hurt
but city did not falter

By BILL TYNAN
Kane County Chronicle

ST. CHARLES — The sag-
ging economy hit St. Charles
hard in 2002 with more than
1,000 jobs Iost, :

First it was the Hotel Baker,
then Arthur Andersen, then
General Mills — a 1-2-3 punch
that ieft some city officials
wondering what would hap-
pen next.

But even as the job losses
piled up, new jobs were cre-
ated. The east gateway wel-
comed SuperTarget, Portilly's
and T.G.1. Fridays, which to-
gether produced 600 jobs.
The SuperTarget on Route
64, which-.combines a Target
discount store with a grocery
store, is the first in Illinois,

“{The loss of jobs) was a big
issue, but it wasn't all doom
and gloom,” Mayor Sue
Klinkhamer said. “To me it was
more sad than anything else.
Wehad two really vibrant com-
panies at the beginning of the
year (Arthur Andersen and
General Mills). It would've
been hard to ‘believe both
would close.”

The year began with Hotel
Baker closing in January as
LaSalle Bank began foreclosure
praceedings.

It soon became clear the
historic hotel's closure would
not be brief. Neatly one year
has passed and a lock remains

onthe front door.

“It's very ©  tragic,”
Klinkhamer said. “‘I'm sure
somebody will buy it and it will

re-open and things will be
good, but (the closing) wasn't
good thing. As far as the city
goes, you have to roll with it. It
wasn't up to {the city) to keep
themin business.”

Court records showed the
hotel’s previous owners, Neil
Johnson and Craig Frank, owed
approximately .$3 million to

the bank, $300,000 to the Small -

-1

- {;YEARE R

Business Administration and
$2 milijon to the city.

City Administrator Larry
Maholland said he expects the
problems that still exist at the
hotel will take several months
to be cleared, but believes a
new owner may be found by
late spring or early summer
2003. 4

~“T think things will get
worked out, and hopefully
somebody will come in and
buy it,” Maholland said. “I
think if the long run we'll be
better off, and hopefully the
next {owney), if they fail, can
bow out gracefully and seli.”

“Hopefully the next
(owner) will know what they
need to do,” Klinkhamer said.
"It's pretty clear now what it
takes to run a hotel and turn a
profit. It’s very sad to see it
closed, but fortunately it hasn't
stopped the success of the
downtown.”

Main Street storefronts .

now are completely filled, and
that may be one of the few
bright spots of 2002 for St.
Charles. Main Street filled up in
October with the addition of
Moonlight Chocolates at 214
W. Main St., the first store of its
kind downtown. ‘
Arthur Andersen laid off
300 people in April during the
fallout from the Enron debacle.
Then in July, close to 300
General Mills employees at the
company's west side dry-mix
plant were told they would all
lose their jobs by the end of the
year. '
The General Mills an-

Y

Chronicle fie photo

The Hote! Baker in St. Charles closed in January as LaSalle
Bank began foreclosure proceedings. Job losses at Arthur
Andersen and General Mifs also hurt the city's economy.

nouncementt came six months
after the company announced
the closure of its Geneva
Pillshury plant,

“(The layoffs) didn't just
affect us,”" Maholland said.
"We were impacted signifi-
cantly, maybe more so than
towns around us, but not
compared to what happened
nationally. Maybe there was a

community that had one
busitiess it depended on and
it didn't have the location we
have to recover. We are very
fortunate to be in the area we
are and the community we
are because we still attract
new business.”

Perhaps the biggest eyesore
in the city the last several years
was the old St. Charles Mall

property on Route 38, east of
Randall Road. Strict rules on
the defunct mall' prevented
anyope from buying the build-
ing, so it sat vacant for six
years.

The city finally was able to
clear up the restrictve
covenants on the property
with owner Bill O'Kane, and in
late April, construction crews
dernolished the bulk of the
building. .

City officials wanted an
auto mall to replace the old
mall, but that has not come
to fruition. With Chicago
auto dealer Al Piemonte re-
cently choosing East Main

- Street for a Cadillac dealer-
4]

ship instead of the proposed
auto ‘mall, some remain
skeptical,

“I know people want more
and want it faster, but it’s hard
to control the economy,
Klinkhamer said. “Everything
right now is in a state of flux,
The fact that (the mall) sat
there for so many years as an -

~ abandoned building, we set

out -what we planned to dp,
and that was to get the build-
ing down.

“It certainly isn't something
to give up on. People have to
be patient.”

The new year will bring .
new projects for city officials,
who are looking forward to
the First Street redevelop-
ment project. Officials said
they expect the project to
transform First Street into a
retail attraction. Officials also
are excited about the River
Corridor - redevelopment
project, which they said
could make the Fox River a
destination point in St
Charles.

“It's amazing how a bad
thing will happen and a good
thing will go in its place,”
Klinkhamer said. *We're for-
tunate we're in a place where
that happens. I still think
we're in'a better place than
80 percent of the communi-
ties out there, so we'll keep
plugging along. This is still
great place and people want
to live here.”
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eiicies receive state funds s

to protect local open spaces.f“

 Open Lands Trust program -
to preserve 162 acres in Kane

‘7 Y f =y "l
vByTOM SCHLUETER The 1,000-acre office com-
Kane Cotinty Chronicle plex at Brookdale will feature
. native plant communities and
GENEVA — Local forest mult-use trails.

preserve and park districts re-
ceived Christmas gifts from
Gov. George Ryan this week

Ryan released $36 million
in his Open Lands Trust pro-
gram, which will protect
2,600 acres statewide, includ-
" ing 162 in Kane County and
ancther 818 in McHenry
County. -

The Kane County Forest
Preserve will receive $1.4 mil-
lion to add 50 acres to the
Campton Forest Preserve west
- of Wasco and B7 actes to the
Burnidge/Paul Wolff Forest
Preserve west of Elgin.

Forest preserve executive
director Jon Duerr said the
district is adding to preserves
in areas where subdivisions
~ are encroaching.

“Most of these properties
“dre under development pres-
- sure,” Duerr said.

Executive director of the
. McHenry County
' Conservation District Craig
* Hubert echoed those senti-
ments. :

The conservation dlstnct
will receive $2 million to buy
570 acres adjacent to the
" Pleasant Valley Conservation

Area and $750,000 to add 248

acres to the district's head-
quarters at Brookdale. '

With the new acquisition,
Pleasant Valley will ' total
nearly 1,500 acres.

“This is right in the center
of the county,” Hubert said.
“It's a very nice area with a lot
of naturai features.”

“We're slowly opening it
up to the public,” Hubert said.

Duerr said some of the dis-
trict’s older properties already
are hemmed in by develop- -
ment,

“This is what's happemng
to our older preserves,” Duerr
said.

Campton Township will
receive $771,500 to purchase
53 acres north of Route 64 ad-
jacent to the Great Western
Trail. The township plans a
picnic area, trail system and
restoration of a wetland and -
prairie area. :

Dundee Township will re-
ceive $2 million to buy 92
acres in two locations, a 22-
acre parcel on Boncosky Road
east of Sleepy Hollow and 70
acres near Huntley Road and
Elm Avenue, ad]acent to
Raceway Woods in West
Dundee.

The Geneva Park District
will see $741,150 to buy 17 acres
on Keslinger Road between the
Mill Creek Forest Preserve and
Peck Farm Park. The park dis-
trict plans habitat and prairie
restoration at the site.

The Open Lands Trust pro-
gram is designed to protect
habitats, restore native plants
species and guard corridors
along rivers and streams.

So far the program has
provided $63.5 million to local
agencies to buy 8,700 acres.
The four-year goal is to pro-
vide $87.6 million to save a
total 0f 41,200 acres. .
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Judgeéalls for
| two additional

public de

Hiring two
lawyers would
cost $100,082

| 2
'ByTOM SCHLUETER -

Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — Chief Judge
Philip DiMarzio wants fund-
ing for two additional assis-
tant public defenders as a way
to speed up criminal cases.

Judges cannot set trial dates
when public defenders are not
available, DiMarzio said.

. “Itis my duty to ensure the
systemn operates as efficiently
as possible with the resources
available,” DiMarzio said.

Two entry-level lawyers
would cost $100,082, which
includes a starting salary of
$35,000 each plus benefits.

“ Public Defender David

Kliment said his office has 23 -

full-time and two part-time
lawyers, which is down from
28 full-time and two part-time
lawyers three yearsago.

Since January, the office
has had 3,605 felony cases as-
signed to it, which is down
_ from 3,684 for the same pe-
riod a year ago.

Despite the drop, Kliment
said felony caseshave increased

at an average of 200 a year since

.. hetook office in 1994.

DiMarzio said he hopes to
begin a new scheduling sys-
tem designed to move Class
111 and Class IV felony cases to
trial quicker. '

“It would allow judges to

schedule trials more fre-

quently,” DiMarzio said.’
‘A trial has one of three re-
sitlts: The defendant is found

"not guilty, or sentenced to

prison or probation.

“One thing is for certain,
they will be out of our jail,”
DiMarzio said.

DiMarzio said he wants to
focus on the mid-level cases.
The most
serious re-

rely on the.
state crime’
lab for re-
sults, which
can  take:
moriths.
“We're,

DiMarzio

. these Class’
Iils and Class IVs to trial as:
fast as 1 think we could,” he
said. i i

Kliment said he will begin:
a new, more detailed way of
tracking cases that will pro-
vide a way to measure if the:

additional attorneys are pay--

ing for themselves. .
. Kane's jail population av-
erages between 80 percent
and 85 percent pretrial in-
mates. Moving more defen-
dants to trial would help re-
duce the jail’s population.

The judge’s request will be
sent to the January Finance
Committee meeting.

" Kane County Board
Chairman Mike McCoy said
he supports the addition of
the public defenders.

fenders

quire DNA_
tests and.

not getting;



IDOT to begin outer belt

Program to seek -
information about

-~ planning efforts
By TOM SCHLUETER /
Nm:m County Chronicle f Q\/f
GENEVA —  The Ilinois

Department of Tranpsportation will
begin its needs assessment study of the
outer beltway next month.

The department will begin by con-
~ ducting two open houses in January at
which officials will try to get a glimpse
of Kane, Kendall and Grundy counties
in 30 years. ‘

“We'll be taking a look at the area

and what the expected growth will be,” .

_ said Gregg Mounts, IDOT program en-

gineer.
. IDOT will seek information from

local officials about their planning ef-
forts for the area to see what “the land-
scape will look like in 2030,” Mounts
said. }

"+ The assessmient is the first step of
an exhaustive Phase 1 study that exam-

Emm traffic patterns, environmental -

concerns and social impacts of a high-
way.

- “We will look at the mﬁmnbm net-
work (of roads) and see if it can handle
(the growth). If it can, were set,”
Mounts said.

“I encourage wmoEm to come out
and see what were doing and get an
opportunity to get involved,” he said.

11.S. House Speaker Dennis Hastert
secured $15 million for the study, which
Mounts said could take three to five
years. -
Opponents of the E%omma high-
way welcome the meetings.

“You can't fight the beltway without
knowing abotit it,” said Jan Strasma,

1DOT open houses

¢ Jan. 22 —5to 8 p.m,, xmsm_mza )
South Elementary m%oo_ .

85 S. Main St., Sugar Grove

e Jan. 23— 4 to 7 pm.; at The .
Fountains of Minooka,

502 Twin Rail Drive, Minooka .

chairman of Citizens Against the
Sprawlway. “Itsan mEuonmE meeting.”.
One of the group's biggest criticisms
is that IDOT recorded a 400-foot-wide
corridor for the road without conduct-
ing aneedsstudy. .
“As it looks now, they decided what

the answer is: The beltway,” Strasma -

said.
Kane County Board Chairman Mike

McCoy said the timing of the meetings

is fortuitous because the county has

just begun an update of its Ncmo master -
Mounts mmi

plan.

ay study

- “It's a good first step,” Znﬂg said.

"“Nothing affects land use like an inter-
_state highway.”

Earlier this year, the state exercised-

-its authority to protect the corridor
.- against possible development.

The highway, if it gets built, would

- connect Interstate 88 near Kaneville to
Interstate 80 in OHE_% OQEQ near

Minooka. -

The IDOT open-houses will be
from 5 to & p.m. Jan. 22 at Kaneland
South Elementary School, 85 S.
Main St., Sugar Grove, and from 4 to
7 p.m. Jan. 23 at The Fountains of
Minooka, 502 .Hsss Rail Drive,
Minooka.

The open ro:mmm will be the first of
what Mounts said would be many pub-

"lic rmeetings, both small and large, dur-

ing the Phase 1 study.
“There will be :E:.ﬁ_m opportuni-
ties for people to mﬁé Em:. input,”
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.BY Dasitel Duggan BQQCOY\

STAFF WRITER
GENEVA County officials perked up
their éars Thursday at-the thought’of 2 new
- jail coming to Kane Oounty— atno costtn
the public. . i
i % Sheriff Ken Ramsey said he has beéﬂ\,'s-
"Approactied by 4 private'company With:a'plan.
hobuild a?DO»bedfadhtymho]dmosﬂyfedeml
. pnsoncrs "o property adjacent to the, Knne
County }aﬂﬂnrabym Parleway i Geneva. §
¢ Fhis hasﬂlqpotenhal to brihg some ncw
'dozilars to.the'tounty,’] Ramsey teld. th .
County Board Comacﬁnns Comrmttee . .
“The prehmmary proposal Was made. to
fRamsey by’ Emerald s Correctiona] ™
gManagefdan based in; Shm'veport, La ’I]Ie
e et Cﬁm““'
0 e meeting with Ramsey
¥ hub'would ndt ‘chminent further: ™o |,
‘Imnmyltwasavm'yprehmmary,nﬂhal
‘meeting,” Lee said "“'{M o
K R:imsey"smd thereis a potantlal to ga'm
‘some revenue” from the: situation by working
toutanagreemmtmﬂﬂ‘he cothpany. Akl
# Ramaey said the agreement - would meaki
_Emerald could tuild a néw facility next:ts
_the jail'on the ool.mtfs property with “Jow b to
- medium security dormitory style cells.”
. Inretutn, the county would be able to pu‘t
up to 200 prisoners in the facility from 1{‘.‘&
own severely overcrowded jail, he said,
.- " In addition, the facility WDuld be mmed
,’ over to Kane County in 15 years.
" "It sounids good at first blush,” he said. "I;
could be a good revenue stream for the |

. o —
L I,

.
i, =,

l'l'alkhasbegnnaboutaprhmmmpam mf
»buﬂdkngahdaﬂpﬁmbemwﬂuepwn{s
¢trfii'nelﬁums()muﬂ]r.lnlflinﬁemm. C

TR

T e e

| '-‘ET'RISON., -

me Page AI

T Pnsoner space is a touchy i issiie
among County Board members,

. who are still unsure about a-

proposed $12 million addition to the
currentjail. | . )
~Ramsey _told Corrections
Committee members that Emerald

approached him *out of the blug”,

and that there would be more
" discussions in the coming month.
Company representatives are

expected to attend next month's’
- dommittee meeting, he said.

«.Committee member Caryl Van

Ovcnne:rﬁu. RSt Charles, said the -
. new cominittee members that sheis

151ea is "a viable thing to look at.”
Karen Steve-McConnaughay, R-
St. Charles, who recently took over
a8 chairman of fHe comnittee, said
~working . with
* government could be a Way to get
* miore money.

" “We would be remiss 1:[ we den' .
shake that bush,” she said. "We ’

can't afford not to look atit”
- With Thursday’s meeting the first

fojr,some new board_*members,

the - federal

' Steve-McCunhaﬁghay and Ramsey

took the group ona tour of the

" county jail

Though S0me members seemed

‘to bristle wheén Ramsey explained
‘ what to do in-the event of hostages
being taken, Steve—Mchnnaughay .

said it was a positive e:q:enenoe for -
members. |
“This is the largest problem that

- the board will be facing,”'she said.

“At a minimum, they need to know °

“what this placeis like.”

. For recently élected board member
Deb Allan, R-Elgin, the jail was what
she expednd for the most part.

“It's very sparse,” she said, “and
1'd say it's better cared for than I
‘would have expected.” :

Steve-McConnaughay told the

expectmg them to put'in “a lot of

-pvertime” to'get up to speed on the
proposed 20¢-bed- expansmn of the'

county jail.
“We need to deterxmne in a short

-period of time if this is the best
solution we can come up with,” she
_said abuut the addition. :

“If we're spending thét kind of
money, we better make darn sure

“itsthe ngl'gt deaslon



Kane Countypays.
other counties millions
o house s trmales

By i):wm R. KAz;ui ’J_ Yoo
Sty Henald Stoff Writer ’ o i AR

e : :

Kane County’s:leaders have had .a tough
dme over the years paying employees what
those employees say they should be paid. -

- The money, leaders gy,just ien't theré. In

tact,-officials had to rétuce budget’ by some

3 percent deross the board in county govern-

ment because; they said, tough economic
timesaretakingatoll. - :

Nonetheless, Kane tax money paid for. |

McHenry County’s jail guards’ récent pay
increase of 14 percent over three years.
InKane County, employees have been told
they’ll get no pay increase, or maybe a 2 per-
cent bump, due to-budget cuts. In many

instances, jobs emptied through attrition or -

other means will remain open for the fore:
seeable future. D ’ ,
Yet in Grundy Couniy, Kane taxpayers
helped pay for.two new jail guards at that
county’sjail. -+ - . S
Ogle County is using Kane tax money to
help it make a better o
The reason these other counties use Kane

taxpayer money for their own beriefit is that .
they supply the space that Kane County
cannot for an average of 140 inmatesaday. -
At'$50 a day for each inmate, Kane’s pay-
ments translate into thousands of local tax:

dollars being funneled into the budgets of
several counties, some sharing aborderwith
Kane, others as far away as.
IMlinois. . o .
In some cases; the amount paid reached
hundreds of thousands of dolars. And in the
case of McHenry County, cells rented to
Kane County nefted morc than $1 million
this year alane. - L
.- Overall, Kane Gounty doled out $2.1 mil-
Tiori for rent in 2002. And that amount does
not include the-cost of shuttling inmates
across . the state and . other ancillary
expenses. The farthest away is Jackson
County in southern Minois, a six-hour drive
onInterstafe 57. - .
Just éast of Jacksdn is Williamson County.
 Kane Jail officials didn't send-any inmates
-there this L .
- Atoording to the shetiff's office there, Kane
mioney pald for a new van Sheriff Tom Cun-

toworkers' unions. -

eep southern .

yeat, but they have in the past.

=

v - =
-McHenry County corrections officers fike David Du

o LA ..
. © - GEORGELE RE/DAILY HERALD
rkin recelved raises because of the -

intlux of money from Kane County, whose jall doesn’t have enough room for afl its Inmates.

Where Kane spends rent moneyon jail cefls - o ﬁl
In 2002, Kane County rented space fo an average of 140 lnmates each day :
I éther counties a1 & tital post of $2.1 mitfion, That cost will go up ence Marin . ,

County starts accepting 30 Inmates a day.
i
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At 51_.39 million & year
* Monay hetped pay for 14"
percent ralses {over thrge years)
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10 buy ail ransport van

diff's jail guards uise to transport inmates. -
In McHenry County, Tom Svoboda, chief

of comections in. the sheriff’s office, said

Kane sends about 80 inmates a day to his jail,

which brings in rillions to the county.

. The county, in turn, has been generous

when it comes tothejail. . .-

" Besides the hefty increase in }JaKiIthQ ‘
ea

guards received, the jail was able to

-mnmm&smmm

full-time pibperty room officer.

*We've never had that in the past,” Svoboda

gaid. He added that the hining of an additional
five comrections-employees also was possible

. thanks to the inmate rent money.

Ogle County rents out some of its cells to
Kane as well as others, including the federal

Sec JAILon PASE A

JaIIN ew addltlon élSowiil'b_e-Cr()_Wdéd; sherlﬁ says N

government, bringing it-a fotal
$300,000. ]
"That's made it much' easier to
negoatiate with the unions,” said
Ogle County jail director Greg Beitel.
"1 think it's safe to say they're looking”
at a 3- to 4-percent raise.” )

. Grundy County Sheriff Jim Olson
_said Kane has provided his county °
coffers with some $400,000, and "if
it’s helping our general fund, its
helping our county.” e

. Latein Noveinber, he was housing
about 30 Kane inmates in his jail -
Past efforts to help Kane out allowed
Olson to ask for, and receive, two -

. Ken Rams

Mike M

. newcorrections officers for his staff.

“I wouldn't have been in a posi-

. tion to ask for (the officess) if -didn't
-have Kane jnmates,” Olson said.
Kane County officials earlier this
- year approved a $12 million, 200-
* bed jail ekpansion that will increase
*-the current 400+bed capacity, The

project is slated to be finished inlate
2004 orearty 2005. - -

Still, miany officials, and Sheriff
himself, have said the
addition will be crowdex, too, by the
time it opens.

Meanwhile, fnany county board’

miembers, - including  Chairman
, have held fast to thelr
position. that the government

cannot build its way out of:the
crowding prablem. T
_ McCoy also said money isn'tbeing
‘lost because of renting,. it's being
saved. - - : .
_“[f itwasn't going to (rent), then it

would be staying here in Kane,.
paying for incteased costs to house’
our prisoners,” McCoy said. “Its not”

- like it’s founrd money or anything.”
Ramsey said that’s true, But its -

‘true only in-the short term. In' the
long run: “We're losing valuable dol-
lars that could be spent in Kane

County,” he said. "Because McHenry -
built their way out of their over- .

crowdirig  probleém, now they're

making money, taking ' prisoners -

from other counties and elsewhere”
No matter what's said in the

" debate, Kane jail Cmdr. Todd Exline
- said the $2.1 million that fiows ouf of

Kane easily could double if more
free cells open up elsewhere. -

Marion County, for example, is set ‘

1o open up 30 cells for Kane's use, he
said, and with Kanes average
inmate count at between 600 and
700, those extra 30 cells will be filled

- immediately.

That wanslates into nearly -

$500,000 if Kane can keep those 30
cells filled all year long,

“If I cowld find the spacé in other

county jails, they'd all bé out,” Erline
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‘Committee
‘hopes to save
Batavia dam

- : A / — "
ByDemiseLike | 21 & <10/ £.
SPEGIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS - to

" BATAVIA — Ruth Johnscn and Carol Leppert
want nothing more for Christmas than to save the
north Batavia dam from destruction. ‘

They're hoping enough local Santas will join a
petition drive they hope will make that happen.
'Leppert and Johnsen chair the Dam Commi
a groitp of residents working to put an advisory ref
" erendum question-on April's ballot. The referen-
diam would give voters a chance to tell the Hlinois
Department of Natural Resources whether they
) think the century-old dam near Island Park should
- be removed to let the river run more swiftly.
IDNR officials already are planaing the demoli-
tion project, said Batavia Assistant City Adminis-
. trator Randy Recklaus. :

© T don't know if we can actually stop the project,”
Leppert said. “We just want the state to know that
we haven't had a voice and that we want to be part of
this decision, even though the officials say its a done

dezl. In politics, nothing is ever a done deal.”
Committee members object to tearing down the
. dam because they say it will destroy the natural

beauty of the Fox River near the Riverwalk volun-

- teers worked so hard to build,

- *What's the Riverwalk and the wildflower sanct- -

ary going to look like without the dam?” Johnsen
said. “The Depot Pond will disappear. The cascades
will be'gone, Wild birds, animals and fish will lose

the habitat they've had for over 100 years, The river

" will narrow and expose the riverbed, which will be
unsightly.and will hold pools of water where mos-
quitoes will breed in the summer.” -

Recklaus said state officials pian to landscape
the expoesed riverbed so that Riverwalk users still

- have a scenic view to enjoy. ‘ .

A proposed earthwork berm connecting Island
Fark to Duck Istand and the west riverbank would-

keep the pond's water level the same, he added;

and the natural imestone formations on Duck Is-

land would replace the cascades as afocal point.. *

“The idea is to add to the Riverwalk's appeal,”
he said. “This is the first dam in an urbanized area
that the IDNR is tearing down (as part of &

statewide dam removal plan). We're going to be-

the poster child for this whole project, and the
- state peaple arc going out of their way to mitigate
any effects this will have on the city.”

Dam proponents also worry that sediment caught-
at the base of the dam contains decades worth of pok-
lutants that will contaminate drinking water down-

. stream if the dam isn't there to hold it in place. )

“My concern is-that:Aurora residents drink this

water,” Johnsen said. “The sediment reports now

aren't that good, so what will they be like if the

dam isn't there? I can't understand why the Auro-’

72 City Council ién't getting involved in this issue™

Recldaus said the IDNR will dredge the sediment, -

and dispose of it before demolishing the daimn.

The Dam Committec must submit at least 1,500
signatures of registered voters by Jan. 13 to place
the referendum question on the bailot. So fat, it

has logged about 500, with dozens of petition -

forms still circulating, Johnsen said.
"It's hard now because we're right at Christmas-
time and everyone is busy,” Leppert said. “We just

hope that people will start thinking about jt again

once the holidays are over so we can get this done.™

The committee's office at 8 N. River Lane is open,
from 11:30 am. to 1:30 p.m. and 46 p.m. Mondays
through Saturdays, except for Christmas Eve,
Christmas Day, New Year's Eve and New Year's
Day. For more information, call 879-2282.
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While BrirzessNortonintends to'closé two outftowiinféints, e longtime-Geneva:erployer has fo plans to shut
‘.‘g,ggr‘ ‘d'fg{'sg'i\}}ijﬂocaﬁ:cﬂifiééi?’(:‘ohpény Eie'sjﬁegt Johni Cartolt said ﬁngay_f-.sl;gwn irgis.onie of the Geneva facilties.
Rt SN SR e R . -

4 s Sty v R .j:» [".‘-’;‘ . A : , s {g
{Two out-of-town plants set to-close’
. - 1Neither Geneva location castings for other customers. -+ the Geneva plants, as wellas ¢

¥ In both Instances; Ciun”, workers at plants in Beavet..
““Darn, Wis.; Claremore, Okla; ;

schieduled.to St dQOTS ..« minswas e primarysource Due i Ceomis Gob

A fna lnn

¢ VAP L !'h#%* said.£3 5% g e 7 Charmont France.; - - Skt

g' By ROALD HAASE tion, but not something thatd . "1 51 yod of the DeKalb,, -The . French plant, [in .}
. %7 Xane County Clronice ™ * going to keep us from growr™ 2 4o g0 companyistatk. - which - Burgess-Norton al-:
' ingthis companyand moving o o« ikem about working at Teady maintains a stike, will

begome totally owned by the 5
r Geneva firm in 2003. The.)
plant :in eastern. Frante!.
largely supplies piston pins }
to automotlve manufacnn'-:,‘}

to gatisfy our custbmers ot & »

* GENEVA — +Geneva's
B, ] global basis” Camoll said

13 Burgess-Norton:  Manulfac-
ifyg Co, will dose two planits
! elsowhere by early spring
. § company officials said Friday.
~'fl**'-The plants, in DeKalb

i and Muiskegon, Mich.. are

gither of ‘d?;i G:llsltsrwaj'a d?]gugts,
mpa " comhpany offici B
ﬁgﬂéﬂ‘fnfm X:Genev: % “The hope is--__that. they-
““I'he customer, Columbus, - Would be willing' o maove:

- fnd.-based Cumrhins Enging | 9veT _to -either ; of “th g
plants; Carroll said. .cars in which they are used.

Co., chose to use a supplierin P A ) g &
" apparent victims of a deci- Jndlifi to produce rocket arms, . . Whileitis possible seveml aft not necessarily ﬂSSEm‘ji
¥ !

.

- -ers In Burape, although the

Leme

s mator oistomer to | for pickim truckengines that 'oftheMuskegonworkersalso 1) -5 b e o caid
ﬁfg&mﬁﬂggﬁﬂsﬁm;g1 ‘Gummmsp i 'p";"fﬁékés.g:?( arrall ¢inay move to jobs in Geneva,’, + 1y e »l‘:-,gl,\dnyor . "Greg

{pradudiiot to India, %~ % +Saidi-It was work that unhil Carroll said the company i, o) o0 gaid the city’s eco- (]
B ried-Norton President  now had been petformed b Zaiot making signilar overtures nomic development staff; 2
F:Johhu&ﬁbﬂ-said. however, Butgess-Norton. " - o ”"to workt:.lrs_ there because has talked {0 company offi- 1
. that Burgess-Norton contin- The DeKalb plantis an as-; they are “pretty much wed- ;i) and \camed about the .

:lics to.plan for growth. ithas - sembly facllity thatemploys 20, ded to the Muskegon area.” . " Sotential that at Jeast some

'td shutter its -two. people, while the on . Despite the.dayoffs, the "of 1) workers can be used.
'%ﬁ:nlmfodscgon;nﬁ]jﬁa, “plant is a foundry that erry -comparny still Wil have n 85 . in Geneva. Un,, . A% gmr 34 ‘3
'!‘Ca‘rmlléajd. iz - an estimated 60 workers in “timated work force of about 0 5P o
#41t5 ain ubfortunate situa-,, makingrocker arm castingsfor 1,000 'in 2003, Carrol said. 3
i s AT s e gy £ Ll L e
S “arol said Filday thar fie?
Burgess wog;l %one $ Muskegon ‘and
. . De on the rocker arms is -
: Continued from page 1- foils engines that Cummins
e - se to  DaimlerChrysler,
o anscll,inm;ot‘lfes;l:ﬂ its his under-. nﬁ;my f?g the Dodge Ram line
uilding’s owner, of heavy-duty pickup trucks.
who he did not Identify, has K ,‘-fw‘g‘rve : .tl];gan Ejscﬁssing
fuu:l;d atena:&t 5 deci ryingto establish a long-term
. urgess-Nortor's  deci- agreement with Cummins for
slon was not a surprise, quite a period of timne,” Carroll

Sparrow said.

“It had been coming off
and on for the last year”
Sparrow sald. “They had been
talking about this possibility.”

A similar remark was is-
sied from Cathy Brubaker-
Clarke, community and eco- -
nomic development director
for Muskegon.

. “We've actually been for a
year and a half, two years,
talking to them, in terms of
what we can do, and: consoli-
dating in the Muskegon area,”
Brubaker-Clarke said.

The Muskegon workers are
members of the United Auto
Workers, and Carroll said the
labor contract spells out that
Burgess-Norton must negoti-
ate the terms of the layoffs
with workers there. The
Muskegon facility is expected
to close in Pebruary, Carroll
said, while DeKalb is pro-
jected for shutdown in April.

Burgess-Norton is part of

. employee-owned  Amsted
Industries Inc, of Chicago.
More than 18 months ago,
. then Amsted Chairman Arthur
Goetsche!l had announced a
carporate  belt-tightening,
. which potentially was to_in-
- clude Burgess-Norton’s rocker
arm business.- .

Shortly after, Goetschel an-
nounced his retirement fust
before he was to stand for re-
election to the board of direc-

_tors. In his place, hoard mem-
ber W. Robert Reum of Wayne
was selected to be cheirman,
president and chief executive.

At the time, in early 2001,
Amsted was said to be labor-
ing under debt taken on when
it bought rival Varlen Corp. of

Naperville.

said. “The people at both
Geneva plants, as well as
DeKalb and Muskegon, were
aware of the possibility of

Cummins making a decision
to possibly move this business
clsewhere.”

" Several years ago, there
had been hints Burgess-
Norton might want to relocate
from Geneva. But Burgess-

- Norton made a commitment
at that time to Geneva. City
Economic Davelopment
Director Chris Aiston said
Friday that “to the best of my
know{edge there has been no
discussion of contraction of
‘any -of their facilides in
Geneva” o .

Burgess-Norton is beavily
involved in automotive work, .

‘and counts as maé(::n cus-
tomers was such 5 as
Ford, General Motors and
Honda. Other customers in-
clude John Deete, Copeland
-(air conditioners) and Eaton,
Carroli sald,

In 2003, Burgess-Norton
will celebrate its 100th an-

. niversary.

"We are contlnuing -to
bring in more business to
both Geneva operations and
expanding in Oklahoma and
expanding ‘our customer
base,” Carroll sald. "Olr cus-
towmers are very pleased with
the performance of our plants
here and the value and quality
we provide.”



Hundreds walt to pay

ﬁnal respects to Hoeft

By KARA SPAK \1, 2\ / 0?—

Daity Herald Staff Vericr
When: the fune:al home doors.'

- opened at 3 p.m. Friday, the line to

. pay respects to the family of state Rep.
Douglas Hoeft was a!ready an hou.r

long
Po]mcuans from U.S. Sen. Peter

. Fitzgerald to state Sen. Steve

Rauschenberger to Eigin'Mayor Ed
Schock were présent as was an Elgin

‘ policehonorguard,butlairdFuneral
" Home in -Elgin was packed with "

" more for his personal presence than - %

" people who remembered Hoéft

- his public one.
When Hoeft died Tuesday mom-’

_ ing, people seemed to say over and

over at the funeral home we lost a
good friend with an arsenal of bad .

_ jokes, ateacher, a churchusher, acard -

" player, aﬁghter ‘

Hoeft was 60 years old when he -
* died unexpectedly Tuesday at the
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago.
. He was tansferred to the hospital -
'Monday to begin rehab for a stroke he
suffered after complications from a

_ routine surgical procedure.

For resident Dewey Cain, loemg

. Hoeft meant losing one of the core

- nowplays at The Centre of Elgin.

competitors of a racquetball group
-, that started at Channing YMCA but-

Hoeft was known, Cain said, as

" much for his occasionally mis-

matched workout outfits “as ‘his’

_ consistent willingness to partmer up

,:- Senncesforformer state.Rep 5+
#<Doug Hoeft will be‘at 1 2. today

b “Grand Ave, I Elgin
i L

with Jess skllled players

“He was very competitive and

‘wouldn't givé in," Cain said.

For Lawanda Clark, losing Hoeft
meant losing amentor forher daugh-
- ter, Lashaunda, who was named 2001
Youth oftheYearbyme Boys and Girls
Club of Elgin. -

“She went downto Spnngﬁeld and
he let her sit on the House floor and -

press the buttons to vote,” Clark said.-

“Hewas just dlways so friendly” -
ForMarcia-and Budd Wilkening, it
meant losing a member of the

monthly -pinochle group, formed.

" through Bethlehemi Lutheran
Church, where Hoeft was activeina

" variety of pro,

“We'd play with Doug 4nd L1bby

once a month,” Marcia Wilkening’

said. “We'd go over to each other’s
homes. He was always so fun.” -

;. at Bethléhem Liheran Church'360 ¥

For ]uhe Jindra and Patty Bumett,

who worshipped with Hoeft at Beth- -

lehem Lutheran Church, itmeant the

loss of one of the most earnest mem-

bers of the church’s Adult Forum

Sunday class, a person, they said, who .

was always interested in learning:

« "It was very important to Doug to

separate his political life from his per-
sonal life,” Jindra said. “He really

found Adult Forum a place to be hnn '

self, to behonest." ‘

And see for all who knew
him, Hoeft's death meant the end of
one of Elgin's most reliable sources of.
humor

“What was 50 1mp0rtant to h1m ‘

was putting everybodyat ease,” ]"mda
~ said.

o T PATRICK KUNZERIDMLY HERALD
. Mourners lined up outside of Laird Funeral Home in Elgln to pay ﬂnal their
respects to state Hep Douglas Hoeft.



| lpSt Charles council OKSI

tax levy, views river plan

P L Y
" By Mike Sullivan 1 &~{ & 41U 2

SPECIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS
ST. CHARLES — Although few

may grasp the intricacies of comput-

ing the 2002 tax levy, most homeown-

* ers may appreciate the net effect of
_ the city’s new levy request.

Officials said the levy, for the city’s

. portion of property-tax bills payable in -

2003, will mean $12 more on a home
valued at $150,000, $15 on a $200,000
home and $20 on a $250,000 home.

With few comments from City
Council members and none from the
audience, Mayor Sue Klinkhamer
and the city clerk executed the annu-
al tax levy ordinance after the coun-
cil’s vote last week to approve the
measure.

It boosts the tax levy about 18.5

rcent. The new rate of 75 cents per

100 of equalized assessed valuation,

up from just over 72.6 cents, will gen-
erate about $8.5 million in local prop-
erty tax revenue, according to statis-
tics provided by the city.

The City Council also glimpsed the
river ¢orridor master plan, a sweep-

. ing revitalization project developed by

the Downtown St. Charles Partner-

-ship, the city and the Park District.

Prepared by Hitchcock Design
Group, the plan is designed to create
what company president Rick Hitch-
cock described as “a downtown river-

‘front environment that becomes the
. centerpiece of the community within

the next 20 years.”

The river corridor master plan is
the product of extensive public dis-
cussion with input from numerous
residents, civic, business and govern-

" Iment participants. It would ensure the

riverfront is publicly accessible, hand-

somely improved and carefully inte-
grated into all new development,
Hitchcock said. . .

The plan, as envisioned by Hitch-
cock, would showcase the river as a
“compelling downtown attraction.”

- The goal, according to Hitchcock,
is to improve access to the river and
to connect the public with regional
trails, retail stores and public parks
and to provide parking for citizens .
and visitors “of all capabilities.”

The project would stabilize the
shorelin€ of the Fox River and en-
hance the riverwalk as well as recre-
ational opportunities along the river
corridor and in nearby parks.

Before the project can be
launched, however, the city and Park
District must adopt the plan as public
policy. In addition, the Downtown St.
Charles Partnership, as co-sponsor,
w]g:]ﬂd have to formally endorse the
plan.
Presuming these bodies agree to
jointly endorse the project, it then
would be turned over to the river cor-
ridor subcommittee, comprised of
members of the City Council, Park
District and other involved agencies.

The subcommittee’s task would be
to promote the master plan through
targeted mailings, presentations,
press releases and a Web site.

No specific project cost has been
developed for what would be a multi-
million-dollar venture. However,
Hitchcock, recommends the project
be built in stages. :

He said funding might be secured
though a combination of local, coun-
ty, state and private-sector sources,

City Council members received
the river corridor master plan without
comment.




Tlme to build ammal control fac111ty

If T were a dog or cat owner in Kane
County I'd be a little angry.

Two years ago the county board
increased rabies tag fees to payfora
new animal control facility. In those two
years the county has collected
approximately $500,000, about half
what the expected cost would be.

And in those two years, virtually
nothing has been done, except, of
course, to collect money from the
public.

There are many people who own
dogs and cats; if I lived somewhere with
a nice yard, I'd love to myself. Butif you
need visual evidence of how many dogs
and cats are out there, take a stroll down
the pet food aisle at any grocery store,

The point is, pet ownership is a huge
constituency for the elected county
board members. By stalling and
delaying action on building the new
headquarters, the board members are,
at best, ignoring part of their sworn

" responsibility or, at worst, taking money

from the public for no good reason.
 The main purpose for the existence
of the Animal Conitrol Departimentis
preventing rabies, a particularly nasty
disease that always results in a slow,
painful and tortuous death.

Rabies had been absent from the
county for years, but a dead bat was
found last year in North Aurora, which
tests showed was infected.

Rabies prevention is the
department’s No. 1 function, but it also
collects and isclates vicious animals.

Kane County Animal control
investigates an average of about 100
anirnal bites a month, or three a day.
Experts believe there are many more
bites that never get reported.

By law, these dogs (they're mostly
dogs, but a handful of other pets fit into
the category) must be quarantined to
make sure they are not rabid.

The department also picks up a
similar number of stray dogs and cats,
about 1,000 a year.

The strays go to shelters, which the

1242\ Jp2.

Tom
Schlueter.

county doesn't own. Because there are
s0 miany strays, the shelters in Aurora
and South Elgin are as crowded as the
Kane County Jail. They are refusing to
take viscous dogs and soon will refuse
10 take the county's strays.

The problem is the result of

"humans’ inability to care for Man's Best

Eriend. Obviously, if every dog and cat
were well-treated, there'd be no strays
and very few vicious ones. Reality is
another story.

And the reality is dogs and cats can't
lobby for themselves. Since they don't
write letters to the editor or phone their
county board representative to
complain, it is left up to their masters to
do their lobbying for themn.

Experience has taught me that
animal lovers are not afraid to stick up
for the furry beasts, the beasts who can't
stand up for themselves.

Remember the story a couple of
years ago about the dozen or so golden
retrievers that were confiscated? The
county had no place to take them and it
was only by the'good graces of several
county veterinarians the dogs finally
had a safe place to spend the night.

The county is hurting for money.
Fortunately, the county board had the
foresight to see the need and raised tag
fees and paid $30,000 for engineering
drawings.

Two years of wasting time is a little
excessive. Maybe it's time for the county
board to use the money it has been
taking from the public and build the
facility it so desperately needs.

8 Torn Schilueter is the county
reporter for the Kane County Chronicle.
He may be reached at (630) 845-5380 or
at tschlueter@kechronicle.com.
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Two years. of
wasting time
is a little
excessive.
Maybe it’s
time for the
county
board to use
the money it
has been
taking from
the public
and build

the facility

it so .
desperately
needs.
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: %) i DEal 1 : : most - powerful days I've
ot § Ccmtmued from page 1 spent, not just as an elected

official, but as a citizen,”

-, Elgin daily quip, she said. " -

"He was weli-grounded,”
-Wood said. "We need more

Goreck said. “Watching him

. d draft and pass laws for all the
%‘?&W Weneed more like people he cgre,d about in his
Wood and Hoeft devel- cumcf:;l‘fnut? ﬁeumcr Dave
oped . a-friendship as well, ;
Rich sontinued o ®%  Rickert recalled his first elec-

which continued after Wood

tion "day as a candidate.

Bab Gerrard'— Crgnicle phato staff

Friends ;an‘l:l-t':olleagues of state Rep. Doug Hoeft at-
tended his visitation Friday at Hernmens Cultural Center in

Elgin. A memorial service is at 11 a.m. 16iday.

rE-E: - wa d to t
o § E'g g e pnsst‘electe her curren Before ' the results were
&E';g'ﬁ-“aq R Whenever Wood visited known, Hoeft called to give
38 g E‘EU S Elgin, the town in which she him encouragement, win ar
N '-d"'éi"’.."ﬁ __,E H=iCA was born, Hoeft would be lose.!-loefttold,hckerthew
- DN = ."*‘f'EJ ) g E"; g E there, she said, a bright young rnan with
s s g QR ,'%n g 53 mesy. “He really re-introduced whorm he looked forward to
e, SEREeRE AY me t6.my homefown,” Wood  working, Rickert said.
N R gaEgEZdus said. ‘ He didn't know me well.

R farg ‘f;':‘?.E;_O‘:gidg'gfg 8y, - Hoeft will be missed in - It was a very kind thing for

L T é g4 55 5 B $pringfield, Wood sald. him to say,” Rickert said.
- : HESHA E Circuit Judge Gene Rickert admired Hoeft's
el ;  SSSE:8 _5 S Nottolini agreed. work for education, and liked

: SteeTao e “He was an ideal legislator  his sense of humor,
ANNRER I ., V¥EE5 W because he represented the *I can't think of anybody
: P N -5 - I people,” Nottolini said, “He in state government who
i 0Ll ey O gy A8 B cared about people. Youcould  fought harder for education.
Lo LRI R « Gl Y alwa ahold of him and He'll be missed,” Rickert
= | e i & RER :'5‘:3"‘5 8, talk."ys get ahold o and Hel '

% R~} Q.)h e-ﬁ-'ff-gg.-; x| Besides being-a good  Retired Circuit Judge
A E:‘—U- E ” g -_.‘-;,”:l"ﬁ: friend, Hoeft was awarm per- Pamela Jensen knew Hoeft
RS BTSN son who always was. con- long before elther of them
E f A Y Eg;g " cerned about the people he became involved in politics,
D 4l g g%’ﬁftj : represented, Malcolm said. she said. They met when
::‘4 Py g8 f8'§ State's Attorney Meg their now-adult children
gdon® Goreckihas known Hoeftfora  were classmates, and both
TEw 3 decade, she said. She'lll miss were involved with the Wwell

“his bad jokes and his warm
hellos,” she said.

When she was elected in
2060, Hoeft invited her to
Springfield, where he showed
her around for two days.

“Cleatly, itwas the teacher

.Child Conference Board
when it was a small organi-
zation, she said.

Besides his jokes, Jensen -
will miss “his attitude toward
life and his positive philoso-
phy,” shesaid. )
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Carpentersvﬂle water tastes best

Vzllage dethrones Elgin at sixth

annual

‘-"\ Aﬁ:\

}uater tastmg contest

Ul
By ERIC SCI-IELKOPF
Kane County Chronicle

BATAVIA Tri-Cities
residents might think highly
of their drinking water.

But Carpentersville has
the best drinking water in

-Kane County.

Catpentersville was
judged to have the best

. drinking water in terms of

taste, odor.and clarity dur-
ing the Kane County Water
Association’s sixth annual
water-tasting contest

Thursday at the Lincoln Inn,

Only the winner was an-
nounced. While Batavia and
Geneva participated in the
contest, St. Charles did not.

Carpentersville’s drink-
ing water was judged better
than water from seven other
communities Batavia,
Geneva, North Aurora,
Aurora, East Dundee,
Montgomery and Elgin.

A panel of three, includ-
ing representatives from
two newspapers and Mike
Fik, a World War II veteran

from Geneva. ]udged the
contest.

Fik landed on Utah
Beach on D-Day and was in-
volved in five major combat

- campaigns. He was awarded

five bronze battle stars.

Trying to determine
which sample had the best
clarity or if the water had
any kind of oder was dlfﬁ-
cult for Fik.

“Taste was the most dif-
ficult . to judge. They all
looked clear, and they all
smelled the same,” Fik said.

The samples from éach
community were submitted
in unmarked beakers so
judges did not know whose
water they were drinking.

Carpentersville officials

were beammg with delight
after taking home the top
prize.

“It is nice to know that
your water is good quality,”
said Chris Settipani,
Carpentersville's  under-
ground utilities superin-
tendent.’ '

Carpentersville now will
compete against communi-
ties from around Illinois in
the state competition.

This is the first year
Carpentersville has won the
award. Elgin won the con-
testlast year. '

But Elgin water depart-
ment director Larry Deibert
is not too disappointed
about being de-throned.

See WATER, page 3

—— e ey e
™

t;;_:_- .

Mat er Miller said all of the commu-

A nities should be proud of

@hﬁnued-from page 1 their water.

. = "We are still proud sf our "Eve-rybody has got good,

Vg}ater." Deibert $aid. clean drinking water. All com-

munities take pride in their
water,” Miller said.

5= And outgoing water asso-
giation president Randy

AFT
e



Liquor check
nails Batavia
businesses

Police cite Cafe Cancun, Tribella
~ for second time this year .

i2]20l0 2
By MARK FOSTER

Kane County Chronicle

BATAVIA — Five- Batavia
liquor-license holders sold al-
cohol to minors in a police
sting operation Wednesday.

The  Batavia  Police
Department and the’ Ilinois

State Police conducted the op-
eration, sending minors into
the establishments to see if
they could purchase alcoholic
beverages, ot if they would be
checked properly for identifi-
cation. -

Of the 21 businesses
tested, 16 passed. The five tha
failed include: - -

« Cafe Cancun, 90 N. Island
Ave.

e Tribella Bar and Grill,
1900 Mill St.

« Schiotzsky’s Deli, 2002 W.
Wilson St.

« Amstadt’s Finer Foods,
309 Webster St.

+ Windmill City Liquors,
101 S. Batavia Ave.

For Cafe Cancun and
Tribella, it was the second time
this year that police have cited
the businesses for selling alco-
hol to minors. :

Early - this year, Cafe

_Cancun was the focus of a po-
lice investigation that deter-
mined the business was allow-
ing minors to obtain alcohol
during dances.

The restaurant paid a fine
and served a liquor-license
suspension. .

Then on May 10, police
conducted a checklike the one
carried out Wednesday. Cafe
Cancun passed.

However, Tribella was one
of eight businesses that failed
the May 10 check.

* Tribella, Cafe Cancun and
the other three businesses are
being charged with unlawful
sale of alcoholic beverages to
minors, and will appear at the
Kane County Judicial Center
onJan. 21. .

After that, a hearing date  ~
will be set with- Mayor Jeff
Schielke, who serves as the

-city’s liquor commissioner.

“It’s going to mandate a se-
ries of actions,” Schielke said.

After the last sting, the em-
ployees who sold the alcohol
were assessed fines, and the
business owners and employ-
ees were required to attended
a training session with Batavia
police and the Hlinois.
Secretary of State’s office.

Cafe Cancun and Tribella
could receive more serious
discipline because they have
been cited more than once
this year. :

“We'll be evaluating it and
taking action,” Schielke said.

Schieike has the power to
suspend licenses, levy fines
and order business Owmers
and employees to undergo the
education programs designed
to make sure they check iden-
tification when selling alco-
holic beverages.

- Schielke has cultivated a
reputation of being tough on
liquor-license holders for fail-
ing to check identification.

Police said the 16 busi-
nesses that passed the test will
be recognized. ,

“The management of each
business that propetly screen
the individuals working with
police will receive aletter from
the city recognizing the effort,”
Batavia police Commander
Greg Thrun said.
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' Toll authority to patch

(22 Jor

By OWEN R. BRUGH chude} what we should be’

- Shaw INews Service:
o~ DO RS GROVE —The
~Ilinois Toll =~ Highway
~ Authority plans to patch a
. ©100-mile stretch of Interstate
.88 during the 2003 construc-
- tion seasorl .
.The project is part of the
. authority’s $396.7 million
budget for 2003. The budget
-is 3.9 percent higher than this
year and includes no toll in-
© crease.. S
© Tollway board Chairman
“’Art Philip said the budget will
. meet immediate needs.
“It’s, as usual, a balanced
. budget, within our means,”
© Philip said. . .
" Resurfaced roads last five
. to seven years. A completely
“rebuilt Toad lasts ‘about 15
- years before it needs resur-
-~ Although it costs mote to
- Tebuild roads, it saves rhoney
" in the long run, toll officials

d: ,
“(The budget does notin-

ing. We should be rebuild-

ing, not repatching,” Philip
said. :

“Repatching
as long, but nobody thinks
we need to increase tolls.”. -
"~ Toll officials were able to
hold costs down by eliminat-
ing 75 positions, mostly at
toll plazas. I-PASS, the au-
thority's automated toll col-
lection system, has decreased
the need for as many toll col-
lectors, officials said.

The budget also includes

$10.2 million for an outside
collection firm to crack down
on drivers who speed
through plazas without pay-

ing. The collection agency is

expected to bring in about

$18 million.

The authority also ex-
pects to spend. about $1.8.

million repairing varigus
stretches of pavement on
Interstate 88

neat Dixon.’

The work should run from

doesn’t last

November.

between’
Interstate 290 and Sterling,’

iV m|eso.l-: |
B the beginning of July to the
~end of September.

. Construction CIews also
will resurface a large gtretch
of Interstate 90 in 2003.

“The resurfacing, from

‘Route 31 to Newberg Road in

southeast Rockford, will cost
about $57 million.

~ That stretch of Interstate
90 last was patched exten-
sively in 1998. It was built in
1956, when tolls were 30
cents, and never has been ré- .
puilt. Toll officials said they
fear the road base is crum-
bling but do not have the
money to rebuild it now.

;- The work is expected to
run from May through
[ Construction
crews will try to keep lane
closures to 4 minimum, toll-
way spokeswoman. Joelle
McGinnis said.

U.S. Route 20 can work as

- an alternate route.

" The tollway expects t0
completely rebuild the road
between Elgin and -

Hampshire in 2008.



sentenced to prison.

0
ST. CHARLES — Three
. men accused of. hiding co-
caine inside religious statues
have pleaded guilty in Kane
. County and been sentenced
" 1o prison. ‘
Antonio Mejia Rodriguez,

\ 27, of Aurora, was sentenced
_ Thursdayto 17 years in prison
_after he pleaded guilty to

" manufacturing and delivering

' cocaine.

Louis Valle, 18, of
California, and Hector Garcia
Ledezma, 33, of Chicago, also

 have pleaded guilty to manu-
facturing and delivering co-
- caine. Valle was sentenced to
nine years in prison. Ledezma

By VICTORIA AF CAMRO
Kane County Chronicle \
ane County (TR, 1,\

Awas séritenced 0 2 years ifi™

prison. e
.- The men were arrested in- -
March: after Chicago police .-

_and the Kane County Sheriff's

Office raided two houses ofi .-
the southeast side of Aurora-
and found nearly 830 pounds -
of cocaine.  Sherff Xen . .
Ramsey said at the time it was’ :
one of the largest drug busts”
in the county’s history. - = .
After the cocaine was
smuggled into the “United .
States inside the statues, the
men would break open the
statues and repackage the co="
caine. for distribution, policé -
said, c. o e .
All three ten have been’

palc

custody at the Kahe County:
]ai_lsincet.h‘ei_r afrest. . ¢ v

pn——
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recovering
vohole~
s

PSHBIRE — Police
Chief Tom Atchison is recov-
ering after sufferinga heartat-
tack and undergoing quadru-

ple bypass surgery on Nov. 25.

: The 57-year-old chiefison
~ limited administrative duty,

but does not plan to retum ; ile

- ‘Atchison had @ near _
and was taken 1o 5t, Ahthony. .|
Rociford..
Can ans

full-time until January.

Village officials did not re- .

jease information about the
chief’s health until a resident
mentioned the chief had sur-
geryata meeting Tuesday.
in the interim, Lt. Brian
Thompson is in charge of the
department. . |
‘ e have more than ade-
quate help,” Atchison said
Thursday. “They can get by
without me. Brian is very ca-
pable of managing the de-
artment.” :

Thompson served as act-
nine months in

ing chief for
1996.

uThe biggest thing was the
- shockof \earning he had such
an invasive surgery,”
Thompson said. _

Village . President  Bill
Schmidt appointed Atchison
after former Chief Bob
gwalwell retired in February
1098. The chief is 2 former

after surgery

Kane Counity sheriff’s deputy.
«Certainly he's kept thede-

partment together and mov-

ing forward,” Schridt said.
Atchison discovered his.

health problems during his

annual physical exam

trocardiogram.

Medical Centet if
Doctors per‘forined

glogr SR,
~ Beuy Atchison’ said het.*
husband showed few wariing."

signs. S SR
"2 «] was concerned and he
really wasn't because hefeltso
good,” she said. “ guess that's

why they call {heart disease) & -
because people -
don't know when it's happen:..

them. It was prety. .

silent killer,

ing to:
0

scary. : . '
“They told me the block- -

age was SO bad, T might not

have lived another week with-

out surgery.’ Atchison said.
~The chief i

history of heart diséase,

While on thetreadmﬂl, :
heart attack::

has no_family '
but -

\

' Nov. 20.. )
He took a stress test aftet his™
doctor admi_nisté_rédiai} elec- L

‘eaid his health worseried aftef .

‘sgt. Greg Sears Was

" diabetic. o

Sgt. Gre s vwas Killed in -
2000. Soon after Sears’ death,
Atchison found out he wdsa



Aurora 5th Ward
candidates know
‘campaign ropes

M Prior experience: Al
‘have run in elections,
two have held offic

- 127 ?q ?og othce

8y Dave Pamo BQ,QCJ{‘

STAFE WRITER

© AURORA — There's no lack of
¢ampaign experience in the race far
alderman in the 5th Ward, where
the lack of an incumbent drew in
‘candidates who otherwise might
not have run. ’
. The field jncludes a former
alderman of 15 years, a longtime
Aurora Township clerk and a
political hopeful who tested the .
waters during the Kane County
Board clection in November.
Together, the three candidates,
who will face each other in aFch. 25

primary election, have run in more
than a dozen elections.

They're all hoping to replace
Alerman Judy Mertisen, who is not
seeking re-election after serving three
terms in the far West Side ward.

Former 3rd Ward Alderman Ken
Hinterlong, 68, who served on the
council from 1977 to 1979 and from
1987 to 2000, when he moved out of
the East Side ward, said he's always
hoped to get back into politics. When
Morrison decided to retire, the 40-
year Aurora resident said he saw his
chance to serve the city again.

“| intended to get back in at the next
election where there was a seat
available,” said Hintertong, a retired
electronics manager wha lives in the 100
black of South Hankes Road with his
wife. The couple has five grown children.

4 Turn to 5TH WARD, A2

‘From Page Al

" “I'm available virtually all of the
time. 1 listen and try to get
something accomplished. With my
years of experience, | know the
‘Topes of the city, so 1 should be
effective from that standpoint.”

_ John “Whitey” Peters, 57, who
‘has been Aurora Tawnship clerk for
26 years as a Republican, sees
‘growth, zoning and infrastructure
needs as the biggest challenges
facing the developing 5th Ward.

_ Peters, a Fox Valley Park District
athletic coordinator, said he
decided to run for alderman
because he and his neighbors want
to make sure any proposcd
developments on Aurora’s western
edge get a long look before geting

. approved.

"Just in the short time I've been -

‘qut here (campaigning), I've heard

' from a lot of people,” said Peters,

who is married with four children.

My phone has been ringing off the .

hook.”

He said he is still arganizing
his campaign after deciding to
run for sure only about a week
before he had to file a nominating
petition. :

Peters, a resident of the 1900
block of Kenilworth Place, has lived
in Aurora all his life.

. Derrick Mitchell, 27, who lost a
bid for Kane County Board in
November against incumbent
Republican Bill Wyatt, said he

decided to run for the 5th'Ward seat
when he found out Morrison was
not running again.
The life-long Aurora resident
wants te put his education to use.
He has a degree in political science
from Aurora University and is
pursuing a master's degree in the
same field from Northern lineis
University. ) :
_ “Coming out of the Kane County

Board race, 1 figured that my name
would be fresh in people's minds,”
said Mitchell, who works for Nanco
Sales, a janitorial supply company in
Aurora.

Mitchell, whe lives in the 1700
block of Roanoke Avenue, said he
wants te keep in touch with the
concems of residents, who already
have mentioned road maintenance
and growth to him as major issues.
Mitchell said he wants to make sure
the city doesn't overdevelop its
western edge. ‘

Mormison said the next alderman -
has to guard the 5th Ward against
inappropriate residential and
commercial development, She has
been consistently particular about
the appearance of the western
entrance to the city. :

“I certainly hopc and pray
whoever wins this office will be
really mindful of Orchard Road,”
said Morrison, who said she is
stepping down because of her
mother’s health.

“We have to be very, very careful.
[ want this western gateway to be a
real beautiful entrance to the city.”

Contact Dave Parvo at (630)-
8011-5495 or dparro@sci Lcont.




Batavia worries about Wal-Mart traffic

BY VERONICA GONZALEZ
Daily Herald Staff Writer ly_/} 6{/02

Kane County’s busiest intersection
at Randall Road and Fabyan Parkway
! in Batavia needs improvements if a
‘Wal-Mart is going to be built there,
¢ according to a study.

The study was presented to-plan-
cormumissioners Wednesday as théy

review plans for a Wal-Mart.and | L 1,000
" - Randall during rush hour and Satur-

othér "stores ‘oh - the southwest:
corner of the intersection.
Chicago-based Aetna Develop-
© ment Corp. and its president, George
Hanus, are planning to' build the
* 150,000-square-foot ‘Wal-Mart by
2004,
. Ttwould sit on a 30-acre develop-
ment that would provide needed
revenue to the city, Batav:a officials
say.
The study, presented by Stephen

Corcoran, principal of Hanover
Park-based Metmo Transportaton
Group Inc., showed that during rush
hour, 2,900 cars in four lanes travel
on Randall Road across Fabyan.

It's worse on Saturdays, when 3,100
cars pass through there, .

Fabyan Parkway also has its own
traffic problems.

date about 1,000 cars that cross

days. _
“The intersection cwrently is not

‘working,” Corcoran said.

And it would only get worse with
the proposed development, he said.

Randall and Fabyan need at least
two additional lanes in each direc-
tion to accommodate increased
traffic, Corcoran said.

A frontage road is planned for the
southern part of the site, but some

plan commissioners

aren't con-
vinced it would alleviate traffic.
“Wejust can't putaroad in ifitsnot
going to serve a purpose,” said Nancy
Bertoglio, a plan commissioner.
Plans also include a western truck
access from Fabyan, and two other
entrances, one of which would have’

‘ -+ atraffic signal. There alsowouldbea
Four la.neS on Fabyan accommo-"’

right-in,right-out ‘entrance from
Randall Read.

' The development would connéct -
with a bridge to the Sam’s Club shop-
ping center to the south.

Besides the Wal-Mart, the plan !
calls for two banks — one at the
north end and one at the south —
with space for stores along Randall
Road and a gas station along Fabyan
Parkway. The proposal also includes
two restaurant sites.

The Wal-Mart proposal will be pre-
sented again to plan commissioners.




Kane plans to fill space in former Wai'ds store

By William Presecky
Tribune staff reporter - \
—

Kane County’s $1.3 million
renovation of the former Mont-
gomery, Ward store in St
Charles is expected to be com-
pleted and available for occu-
pancy by the circuit elerk’s of-
fice by early March, county offi-
cials were told Wednesday,

Circuit Clerk Deborah Seyller
and her staff of about 100 have
occupied the north half of the
former store since the county
took over the 8.5-acre Wards site
under a $3.5 million long-term

They will move to the south-
ern half once it is completed.

The former store is on the east
side of Randall Road just north
of Hlinois Highway 38. The move
tothe building was so quick and
the establishment of the circuit
clerk’s operations so makeshift
that some of the signsand fix-
tures used by Wards to direct
customers and to display goods
still remain. ’

Contracts totaling more than
$1.3million for the work and fur-
njshing necessary to transform
the facility which is nearly de-

\@\\Urylease apprc:ved in May 2001.

void of interior walls, were au-
thorized by the County Beard on
Dec.10. -

“We'll have it wrapped up in
three months,”

said Larry
Briggs, county central services
director, whose department is
overseeing the renovation.
With the anticipated move of
the circuit clerk’s office, mem-
bers of the County Board’s Ad-
ministration Committee began
to lay the groundwork Wednes-
day for possible office maves
and space and storage alloca-
tions by other departments. The
committee’s aim is to reoccupy

the roughly 45,000-square-foot
space. _

The Wards store was built in
1872 and underwent about $2
million in renovatiéns in the
late 1990s.. o

Among the proposals being
considered is a move by the
county Regional Office of Edu-
cation. .

The county is expected to be-
gin negotiations soon with Ge-
neva library officials over, the
building it owns at 210 5. 6t St.,
which houses the education of-
fice.



Party will pick replacement

lllll

By Daniel Dumn '
STAFF WRITER

" ELGIN — The unexpected
' death of state Rep. Doug Hoeft will
\"leave a vacant seat in the Illinois

. House that will be filled basedona

. -decision by local Republicans early
next year. .-

Under state law, the posmon

' most likely will be filled by political

: -Qfﬁcmls after thie next legislative

‘ "session begins Jan. 8, said Al Zim-

+ .mer, legal counsel for the Ilinois
Board of Elections.

‘
-
-
L

! .
1

“You couId ﬁ]l it now, but you'd’

have to fill it agam when the next
session begins,” Zimmer said.

Hoeft's 43rd District includes

Elgin and Dundee townships in

. Kane County and Hanover Town-

ship in Cook County. The 60-year-
old Elgin Republican, who died
Tuesday, was re-elected Nov. 5 by
voters in the newly redrawn district.
. Zimmer said that, because the
district has two townships in Kane
County, the chairman of the Kane
County Republicans will have one
vote on the replacement, and the
chairman of the Hanover Town-

. ship Republicans will have anoth-

Tepr gsentatlve for Hoett term
gead

er,

Under the rules, Kane County
Republican Chairman Ed Malek -
will vote along with state Sen.
Steve Rauschenberger, R-Elgin,
who is chairman of the Hanover
Township GOP. Zimmier said the
vote will be “weighted” based on
where more votes were cast in the
March primary election.

There were 8,350 votes in the
Kane County porﬁon of the district
and 1,970 in Cook County, accord-
ing to election officials, which
means Malek will have the final de-
cision.




St. Charles proposés city-owned broadband system |

By Warren Moulds
Special to the Tnbune

Answering the ca]l of resi-
dents and businesses for im-
proved Internet performance,
. St. Charles officials expect to
have a city-owned broadband
system referendum proposal
drafted for City Council consid-
eration next month.

If approved, the referendum
question would be put on April's
election ballot, said city admin-
istrator Larry Maholland. It
would follow similar referen-
dum questions in Batavia and
Geneva.

Because St. Charles isahome-
rule municipality, a referendum
for public works infrastructure
is not required. Council alder-

men, however, felt residents and

fq /O'L businesses should have the op-

portunity to judge the $27 mil-

_lion project. .

“I'm comforted by the fact the
decision will be made by resi-
dents of the community,” said
Ald. Don DeWitte. “People will
need to get out [and vote].”

‘A- bond issue would finance
the building of the project, and

“user fees would be used to pay,
off the bonds, Maholland said.

- In a.recent survey of the com-
munity, residents said better In-
ternet access should be among
the city’s highest priorities. Al-
most 75 percent of the respon-
dents said broadband interested
them.

AT&T Broadband has not giv-
en the community a commit-

- mentas to when it mightbringa

broadband system there, offi-
cials said. Internet is now pro-
vided through telephone lines.

Aldermen unanimously ap-
proved having the question
drafted, but they expressed res-
ervations about moving ahead
too aggressively

“Will we be able to maintain

and update service?” asked Ald. -

Jo Kreiger. “We should make
sure where we're going.”

“We need to wait no longer,”
said Ald. Peter Grathoff. “It’s a
big thing, yes, but it’s the future.
People who will use it the most
are not those who vote. It will be
college students and young peo-
p].e L

He said that if Batavia and Ge-
neva choose to join St. Charles,

it would be a good way to
coup” some of the costs. |

It would be especially attrac- |
tive to the city’'s west side devel- .
opments of subdivisions and in-
dustrial parks, said Mayor Su-
san Klinkhamer. A drawback to
a referendum in April might be
if residents have to choose be-
tween a new cable system and
something the school district
puts on the ballot, she said.

Maholland said- a study'
showed the project to be eco-
nomically feasible. He said the
service would cater to an “un-
derserved commercial sector,”
enhance economic development
opportunities, improve services
to residents and return an esti-
mated $7 to the community for
each $1 spent.
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BY DAVID R. KAZAR
3 Daily Herold Staff Writer
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zoning near

Kane County leaders wait to.
know if they can force a change in
classification
for property near
though surrounded homes, 18
the siteof a newasphalt plant.

1f it can, such'a drastic measure
would have little, if any cffect on
the plant, which already is built and

' peady for springtime opcrations. It

. industrial use on the property,

would, however, prevent any other

"This is very preliminary,” said

" phil Bus, Kanc's devclopment

. whetherit'’s even

~ jdents near
* home to an ab

. Ridge-based Callaghan

director, who oversees the county’s

onquin that,.

- \1\\0\\9q/

building and zoning department. .

“It's a hrst step in determining
feasible to change
the zonin| )
Bus and the county board are
embroiled in alegal batde with res-
the Jand, that also is
andoned gravel pit
and abandoned gun range-
Neighbors fought to keep Burr
Paving
from building an asphalt plant on
the site-
They
hoard members

met with sympathetic

who nonetheless

- felt bound by zoming laws that

allowed the plant. :
The property, east of Sandbloom
Road, north of BolzRoad and south

* gfthe Algonguin Lakes subdivision

- between
.. Algonquin,
_ in 1937,

Carpentersville and
was zoned for industry

In the

. sprouted around the site, An cle-

, men
| Neighbors ended 'up, suing

+ plants bullding
.+ because it violat
: designed to protect

" . industrally zoned

tary school. gits nearby.
suing’ the

, clatming Bus’ issued” the

permit ﬂleﬁally
es ‘county -laws
citizens' health
and welfare. :

The case is pending, but the
{mbroglio has spumed Kang leaders:
to take stéps to ensute:ho sirilar
gituation ever arises.

The county board climinated
asphalt plants a3 a“normal” use for
property, mean-
i.ngaprospectivebuil er MUust run
a gauntlet of bureaucratic proce-

The study to revoke the zoning
classification is another step, first
suggested by Jan Carlson, a HRepub-
lican board member from Elburn
and member of the county board’s
development committee.

“It doesn't make any sense 10

. have that heavy industrial zoning

there,” he said.
Call

LaPorte did not yet respond
Wednesday afternoon to calls

- seeking comment.

Officials say more than a dozen
other pieces of isolated, industrially
zoned land are scattercd through-
ot the county. Bus said each parcel

would have to be reviewed individ-
ually. :

* with the Callaghan

six decades siace, ;lioi-ne_s )

—_——

dures and public hearings to build '
_ pne in Kane County.

Vice President Carmen .

Kane County looks intgghzinging
area asphalt plant

>

Should Kane deeIn it appropriate
to revoke the zoning classification
at the asphalt plant site, it would

that would

remain unclear how

affect the asphalt plant itself.

"We're just not sure,”
said. .
Steve Barnes, one of the residents
suing the county and Callaghan,
<aid he likes the idea of the county
keeping Zoning, consistent with
néighboring properties.
He said it the county

son

does that
site, and the res-
guccessful with the
lawsuit, it would mean Callaghan
could never apply to build on that
site again, because the land would
no longer be industrial.

":lt would be beneficial,” Barnes
said. .

idents are
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Redistricting broadens
search for replacement

Several names suggested to fill
Rep. Hoeft's seat

proM STAFF REPORTS |21 4 /02 Inside

_ Kane Caunty Chronfcle

Rep. Doug Hoeft's replace-
ment could come [rom any-
where inside his new district
or from his old district, thus
creating a larger than normal
pool of candidates.

Heeft, an Elgin Republican
who served in the House for
10 years, died early Tuesday
after com-
plications
from sur-
gery to clear
a blocked
artery. He
was 60.

The arca
that Hoeft's
potential re-
placement
will come
: from is s0
large because lllinois just
completed legislative redis-
tricting. Every 10 years, the
legislative districts arc re-
drawn to reflect population
changes. .

When redistricting occurs,
lawmakers occasionally no
longer live in the district they
‘had represented. When that
happens, the lawmaker is able

to seek election either in part
of the district he represented
or in the new district.

If elected to the new dis-
trict, state law allows the law-
maker time to move into that
district.

Because election officials
have interpreted the state’s re-
districting laws as loosely as
possible, it is conceivable
Hoeft's replacement could

* Kane County Board

Tim Schmitz, R-Batavia,
remambers Doug Hoeft and
Tim Osmond.

Page 3A

come from his old district or
his-ourrent district, state-elec-
tion officials said. -
Hoeft's old distriet in-
cluded part of Eigin Township
in Kane County and most of
Hanover and Barrington
townships in Cook County.
Hoeft's current district in-
cludes Elgin and parts of

" South Elgin, Dundee and

Hanover Township in Cook
County.

Ed Malek, the Kane
County TRepublican Party
Chairman, will have the most
say in selecting Hoefts re-
placement. According to state
law, county party leaders
choose a lawmaker's replace-
ment based on & weighted
vote system tied to the num-
ber of ballots cast in the last
election. Most of Hoeft’s dis-
trict is in Kane County, where
he received four times the
number of votes as in Cook
County. ’

Malek will consult with
Elgin Sen. Steve Rauschen-
berger, who was Hoelt's room-
mate in Springfield.
Rauschenberger will serve in
the role normally reserved for
the Cook County Republican
party leader. Malek and
Rauschenberger have 30 days
to fill the vacancy.

See HOEFT, page 2

Hoeft

Continued from page 1
History  dictates that

Haoeft's widow, Libby, be con- -

. sulted.

Several names have been ™

suggested to fill Hoeft's seat,
although candidates are ex-
pected to -wait until after
Saturday’s funeral service be-
fore actively seeking the nom-
ination. '
Names most frequ

mentioned: eduendy

= Mike Kenyon, the Elgin .

Tbmhjp Republican party
. chairman and Kane County
: Fann Bureau president.
i . Brian McGuire,
Rauschenberger’s chief of staff,

» Blgin City Councll mem-
ber Ruth Munson,

« Attorney Doug Scheflow,
wholives in Elgin.

me_mber Jackie Tredup of
Elgin, N

. Malek declined comment
on potential replacements.

Rauschenberger did not. re-
turn telephone calls.
Incoming House

Republica.n leader Tom Cross
said he wants input into
choosing Hoeft's replacement.
However, he also said that dis-
cussion shoudd wait,
~ 'I'm not in a position to
talk about names. I'm really
not ready to have that discus-
sion,” the Oswego representa-
tive said. "Let’s get through the
next couple of days and help
the Hoeft farnily.” '
Nevertheless,
forming, :
“Everyone wants to be re-
spectful to the family, butit Is
being thought about, partally
because Doug (Hoeft) would
have wanted it that way"

a line is

Elgin Township Supervisor
Doug Johnson said. “There is
so mauch going on, you don't
want to wait tog long. .

_ "You have to have some
réspect for the knowledge he
had,” Johnson said. "I have
some sympathy for the poor
guy whq ends up having to
compare hiniself to Doug.”

. "Hoeft's successor should -
have the ability te win an elec-
tion on their own, said Lee
Barrett, the Dundee Township
Republican party chairman
and Xane County Board
member. S

“I'd like to see someone

~who is going to be viable in

two years,” Barrett .said.
There’s enough people here,
They should be able to find
someone who can fitin.”
W Contributing: Chronicle

reporter Tom Schiueter and

Shaw News reporter Owen R.
Brugh.
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.project in late spring or early
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N. Aurdra:intersectioli to close for turn-lane ihstdilation

By ERIC SCHELKOFPF .
Kane County Chrgnicle /

| ~1z)Alo
NORTH AURORA — The

intersection’ of Butterfield
Road and Route 25 will have to

_be shut down for at least four

months while turn lanes are

beinginstalled. = = -~ _
The Hlinois Department of

Transpertation will begin the

summer. North Aurora Village
Administrator Rob Nelis Sr.
told village trustees

i Wednesday that IDOT needs

to shut down the intersection
going across the railroad
tracks for four months.

Nelis said the problem is
IDOT has to totally rebuild the

hill adjacent to the intersec-

tion and the railroad tracks,
and that would be hard to do
without shutting down the in-
tersection. = - .
“They looked at every al-

.ternative,” Nelis said.

The state-funded project is
estimated to cost about $2 mil-
lion. :

There will be limited ac-

cess to Route 25, and Grant
Street will be designated as the
main detour for getting across
the railroad tracks.

For example, residents liv-
ing east of the intersection .
wanting to get to village hall, -
which is across the railroad
tracks, would have to go south
on Route 25 to Grant Street,
and then to State Street.

And those people headed
east on State Street would have
to go to Grant Street and then
travel north on Route 25 to get
to Butterfield Road.



By Steve Lord |
STAFF WRITER

GENEVA - Jail overcrowding, a
legislative agenda and a county
-newsletter are among the diverse
topics on Kane County Board
Chairman Mike McCoy’s mind these
days.

Those were among the laundry list
of things McCoy, R-Aurora, said last
week need to be addressed in the
coming year. It was the first meeting
of the new, post-election Executive
Committee, which is made up of the
chairmen of the various standing
board committees. . A

McCoy took the opportunity to rin
down some of the key issues before
the board, including:

m Jail mn&non construction, a ook at

will oversee, and they all tie

n:&gsm the jail, the possibility of m mmﬂc:mwsm the Criminal Justice

sponsoring a public safety sales-tax
referendum and future m_wn.Em at the
jail. These are ail EEmm the,
Corrections ‘and
Rehabilitation Committee

in with the overcrowding
and undéerfunding of the
Kane County jail
“These are things that are
recurring,” McCoy said.
“They never gét off our
plate”
& Continuing the revision of
the 2020 land use plan to -
form the 2030 land.use plan m:a
exploring ways the county can get
development to pay more for schools
in the county to help school districts
with m_‘%sbm budget problems.

Coordinating Committee, made up of

z_m leaders of the criminal- justice.

system, including the
state's attorney, sheriff,
chief judge and County
Board. McCoy said new
Chief ‘Judge Philip
DiMarzio told him they are
doing something similar

more formal committee
_“shouldn't be too difficult.”
“T've talked to the chief
judge, and he has some pretty
good ideas,” McCoy said.
n Um,io_usm alegislative agenda that
the county’s new legislative liaison,
Penny Cameron, D-Aurora, can take
to area state Scﬂommnnmgmm Ea

Senators.

now, so establishing a new,’

“We're probably the ounly BEHQ
around here that doesn’t have one,”
the chairman said.

m Continuing maintenance and

development of new traffic patterns
along Randall Road, and developing
thé Anderson Road corridor in Elburn
in cooperation with that village.
McCoy said Randall Road “has
been an economic boon” to the
municipalities along it but has created
traffic nightmares for the county.
“Randall Road is 10 to 15 years
ahead of its projections,” he said.
“There's been a lot of extra traffic
because of their economiic boon.”
McCoy said the Anderson Road
corridor, which includes a new
overpass that ties in with the new

‘Metra trdin station there, is

reminiscent of Orchard Momn in

an& sets Kane Board agenda for ,cw

Aurora 30 years ago.

‘Board member Jim z_:&_mm R-
North Aurora, brought up an issue
that was not on McCoy's list: publicity.

He said the County Board needs to -
let people know the successful |
programs and initiatives : has _ummu
involved with. :

- “When I was campaigning, [ found

there overall satisfaction with m_ml

County Board, but T also found people -
who were unaware of some of the .
good things we have done,” Z_ﬁrm_u .
said.

McCoy - said the noE:w 8

. Transportation Division has had
success with its newsletters. -

“Most units of government send

- out a newsletter,” he said. “That’s

something we could handle uaa

~ well without much cost.”

-




N. Aurora
planners
back park

- proposal

Monroe Street

residents oppose

village idea
| T/ TTT0Z

By ERIC SCHELKOPE
. ¥nne County Chronicle
NCORTH AURQORA — Over
the objections of Monmoe Street
tesldents, plan commissioners
Monday recommended deslg-
nAa
future

"T am concerned they don't
want a park there, they just
want our property” sald
Monroe Street resident Barbar
Van Dyke following the vote.

Villnge trustees will review
the plan commission’s recom-
mendation at their Jan. § com-
mlttée-of-the-whote meetng.

Monroe Street residents
eanlier this year feared their
homes would be condemned
to make way for a new village
hall and police statfon.

After residents petitioned
against the proposal. vilage
trustees removed thelr blcwﬁn<
including the North Aurore
Activity Center, [rom a list of
potential sites for the complex.

Plan commissioners con-
sidered making changes to the
village's comprehensive plan to
colncide with the village's new
tax-increment-financing rede-"
velopment plan,

The comprehensive plan
already designates the activity
center and the fire station as n

eir nelghborhood fara
park.

patk area, A proposed amend- |
ment to the plan would expand, |
that park designation to in- |

clude the rest of the block and

an area north of Qak Street,
Village Adminlstrator Rob

Nelis Sr. said having such a park

would give the village a much-

needed gathering place. And he
salid a designation would

“warn potentlal developers.

*In case ;ﬂ;m future devel-
oper tried to buy up the property;
ﬂpfvrnmd show that the village
doesn’t want coidas or town-
houses there. And as parcels
coine on the market, the villa;
nay want to bniy them,” be sai

However, Nelis said the
chonge would not impact resi-

dents because the land would

stay zoned residential.

But Monroe Street resident
Richard Smith said he would
rather the land be left as it s,
‘He said homes have beea on
the block since 1890, before the
village was incorporated.

*T would rather see it left °

alone, the way it has been since
1690," Smith said. .

Smith said he was also con-
cemed the activity center will
be tom down to make way for
the park. :

Ptan Commission Chairman
Mike Brackett sald he likes the
itten of developlng d town park,

“There has never been a
downtown. There is no place to

ther as a cornmunity. § think
tIs & great idea,” Brackett said.

But plan commissioner
Michael Towle sald he hopes the
park "toesn’t become a use for
something else in the future,
such esa governmentbuilding.”

“The concepl of planning
for the future and having ac-
cess to the water is a good
idea,” Towle said.
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_ According to news reports county

. board chairman Mike McCoy has set the
- stage for serious discussions on solving

. the problems of the county jail.

While not coming right out and saying
he favors a tax increase as part of the
soludon, McCoy at least put the idea into

. play. Good. It's about time we got down to

. business and dealt with the issue — and

- while we're at it, let's re-think the whole
idea of the planned 200- bed additionto
thejail. - :

The truth of the matteris we shouid .
be looking to build a new jail, not add on
to the monstrosity on Fabyan. The lock-
up is falling apart and adding a new wing
to a decrepit structure makes no sense at

" all. Itis the equivalent, as a friend put it
rather me]egantly, of “puttlng perfume

- onapig.

A new jail needs to be built and it

should be placed on land adjacent to
. the judicial center on Route 38. If it
. were attached to the courthouse
" complex the county would eliminate
_ nearly all the costs they presently incur
transporting prisoners from jail to their
court hearings — an estimated
© $800,000 per year.
" The newjail should be blg enough —
* say 700-800 beds — to take care cf all the
© county’s prisoners. Ending the practice of
paying other counties to house our
~ inmates would save around $2 milliona
- yeat. If we build a big enough facility we
. should end up with spare beds to rent out
- -ourselves,
_ At the same time we're buﬂdmg anew
- jail we should be building space for the -
- clerk of the court. Again, this office
" belongs on the same grounds as the
" coutthouse, not a couple of miles away in
- an abandoned department store as it is
T IOW.
Currently, the county leases space in
_ the defunct Wards store on Randall Road
» to house the clerk’s office. This came
" about after its lease in the old Campana
" building wasn't renewed. It's a tacky,
. embarrassing arrangement and the clerk’s
- office desperately needs a facility it can
- call its own. (By the way, when will city
" officials from St. Charles notice the clerk’s
" “temporary sign’ — a cloth banner, reaily

McCoy sets the stage

— has been up for well over a year?)
McCoy's willingness to, at least talk

- about raising taxes is a good sign, but let’s

make sure the talk ends up with positive
results. A new jail is just a start.
LR X

Itlooks like thls April's ballot will
contain more referendum questions for
voters to ponder than usual and the
reason for the glut is the calendar.
Because there is no general electionin -
November 2003, this April 1 is the last
general election until April 2004, School
districts and municipalities are
scrambling to get their request before
the public this spring, rather than wait a
full year. Unfortunately, the sheer
number of requests may turn off the
voters and send most of the
referendums down to defeat,

Batavia, for instance, may be asking
voters to raise their taxes to support their
schools and at the same time asking them

. to approve a multi-million dollar bond

issue for a municipal broadband network.
That's alot of hands out to the same
wallets, and the easy answer in tight times
like these is “No.”

L N |

Hey... Ineed your heip!

This week [ was going to publish a list
of addresses of the most colorfully
decorated homes in the area, but the flu
bug kept me from getting out and making
my list. Please phone in your picks to me
and give me the addresses of your
favorites.

And need I tell you, these houses must -
meet my guidelines for Christmas décor?
If there's any doubt in your mind, let me
be clear: White is not a Christmas color.
We're looking for homes with multiple
Santas, flashing colored lights, and over-
the-top yard displays. The basic rule is
uniformity is not a virtue, and gaudiness
is notavice.

If you're unsure whether a house
should be listed, ask yourself this
question: “Would I want to live across the
street from this guy?” If the answer is “Are
you kidding?” then I'd say that's a keeper.

M Calls and e-mails answered at (630)
584-0809 or e-mail wpage@media-
werks.org.
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3By VICTORIA A.F. CAMRON
=~ . "Kane County Chronicle

~ tBATAVIA — The Batavia
Park District has sued two de-
sign firms for ' more than
$100,000 because of problems

~ inithe building of West Main

‘\

w~ - 'The lawsuit, filed Friday in

Eommunity Park.

. Kane County Circuit Court, al-

al

leges . that Water Technology

Inc. of Mount Prospect and -

Seton Engineering of-Palatine
provided opinions and services
that delayed construction or

tdamaged the park or some.

amenities: Water Technology
Inc. was conducting business

as Leisure Concepts & Design. |
- = :The park, near West Main

Street and Fabyan Parkway,

- opéned in summer 2002,

- Although not ail ofithe. cor-
rections have been mede;ithe

deédication was delayed by six -

months, said Derke Price, at-
torney for the park district.

.- Cortecting the problems
will cost at least $100,000, the
lawsuit states.

... “We're still paying the price
on'that,” Price said. The park
district only can sue for the cost

able, not for any delays the park

district has suffered, he said.

Batavia Park District |
sues two design firms |

“The lawsuit states that prob-

lems included improper siting of

the fields and amenities, which .
forced the park district to move -

them, and too great a slope on

an athletic field surface, causing

the district to regrade the field.
For example, one of the

baseball fields had a steep =

grade right off the foul line,

‘Price said.
_ Also cited was a problem .
“with concentrated runoff that
- crossed the limestone access .

trails and washed away the lime-
stone screenings, and drainage
problems that resulted in stag-
nant water, the lawsuit states,
The park includes a couple

‘of baseball fields, a soccér field,

a pond and some running
trails, Price said. -.

"The suit states that the design _

firms put the wrong plans in the
bid packages, did not coordinate
the design elemnents with the ele-
vation, did not detail path exca-
vation and did not detail the in-
stallation of the irrigation pump.

A spokeswoman for Water
Technology Inic. did notreturn a
phone call seeking comment, A

_Setont Engineering representa-
to.fix the park so it can be us-'*

tive said the company had no
cominent.
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City proceeds with electric generator plans

By BRENDA SCHORY
Kare County Chronicle
L ———— .

GENEVA — A judge dismissed
an energy company’s suit against
Geneva, a city official and a com-
petiter Monday, following an agree-
ment by all parties.

The lawsuit cannot be rein-
stated, according to the order from
Kane County Circuit Court Judge
Michael Colwell.

LaSalle Associates sued the city,
Electric  Superintendent James
Greever and HWS Energy Partners
earlier this month, claiming the

city's award of an electric genera-
tion contract to the competitor was
unfair, LaSalle claimed the city gave
its trade secrets to HWS and allowed

it to change its bid.

The suit alsc sought to stop
HWS from proceeding with its $13.5
million project to build electric gen-
erators.

“From the inception of this law-
suit, the city has consistently denied
any and all of LaSalle’s unfounded
allegations with regard to selecting
contractor for the construction of
the electric generation facility,” ac-
cording to a statement city officials

_termination of the .

released after a closed session meet-

ing at the city council. -
“The city is
pleased with the

lawsuit and the
end of the disgrun-
tled bidders at-
tempt to obstruct
the project from
moving forward,”
Mayor Kevin Burns
said.

Officials  also
said the city did
not pay to settle the suit. LaSalle
had sought $650,000 In lost profits
and more than $650,000 in dam-
ages. - .
Public bodies wauld have to dis-
close terms of a settlement, private

companies do not. .

“We agreed to dismiss it,” said
LaSalle attorney Mark Patricoski.
“We dismissed all counts — against
Greever, the city, HWS — the lawsuit
has gone away. We didn't go to trial,
and we're done, The case against all

. partiesis dismissed by agreement.”

“We're glad to hear about it and
we look forward to a working rela-
tionship with the city,” said Lyle

‘Wachtel, president of HWS.

Neither Patricoski nor Wachtel
would acknowledge if there was a
private settlement agreement be-
tween LaSalle and HWS.

“My understanding is, when the
parties agree to it, we go to the judge
and it's dismissed,” Wachtel said.

“That’s what we did and that works
- forme."

energy suit dismissed

*If there was or was not (a pri-
vate settlement), I can't comment
o that," Patricoski said.

The gas-fired electric generating -
facility is to be built at 1717 Averill
Road in the city's east side business
park off Kautz Road. The engines are
suppused to be ready when the con-
tract with its current electric sup-
plier, Wisconsin Electric, expires on
Dec. 31, 2005. .

The facility would create a third
of the city’s power needs, giving ita
cost savings particularly during
summertime peak usage.

“We can now advance the elec-
tric generaticn facility under the
city’s business plan to achieve our
goal of obtaining a significant de-
gree of electric energy independ-
ence,” Bumms said.
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- on a housge

: $_32 less in

Elburn tax rate_ to drop

Property values climbing
Froperty v g

<
. By DAN CHANZIT
Kane County Ghronicle

ELBURN — More rooftops
and rising Property wvalues
mean residents will pay fewer
taxes to the village. '

The village tax rate win

. drop nearly 6 percent, to 59,94
.cents

$100
equalized
assessed

The new
rate is about

village taxes

valued at
$250,000.
That home- :
owner currently pays about
$530 in village taxes each year.

Mayor James Willey said
more residents are paying

. fewer taxes to maintain the

village budget.
“Growth is good for the
homeowner,” Willey ' said.

“But, it's a bad thing for the
government that has to pro-
vide services and keep up with

that rate of growth.”

Village officials attribute .

the declining tax rate to the
rising value of village prop-.

erty. The value has more than -

tripled in the last 10 years.
Village officials estimate
village land to be worth $81 9

million this year, up from .

$24 million in 1992, Lagt
year, the value was $72.9
million.

“It is increasing annually,”
village administrator David
Morrison said.

The village also collects .
taxes from special tax dig. .

TIiCtS. ) i 3
Prairie Valley and
Blackberry Creek pay another

3 cents per $100 of EAV. That
money pays for drainage and
landscaping for those devel-
opments, - :

Another district allows the

village to collect taxes from

the soon-to-be-bujlt Jewel

complex if the owner refuses
t0 maintain
ponds. A

That rate will remain at

zéro unless village officials-

need to collect jt.

its detention:



City council approves ite

for relocate

12 hes
BY VERONICA GONZALEZ
Daily Herald Staff Writer

A Batavia liquor store will nearly
triple in size after city council mem-
bers Monday approved plans for it
to relocate a block from its presen
location. -

Council members approved plans
10 let Frank Hernandez, owner of R
& S Liquors, build a 5,600-square-
foot store near the railroad tracks at
415 B Wilson 5t. :

It will replace an old barn on the
site.

“I think it will get rid of an eyesore

on Wilson,” said Alderman Tom.

A proposal to let traffic through
Delia Street off Wilson was denied
after residents complained too
many cars would be driving through
the neighborhood. B

" “There Wwas a lot of opposition,”
Hemandez said. T

“I don't need to alienate the whole
neighborhood.”

The site of the new store is at the
intersection of Prairie and Wilson
and is one of the busiest in the city, ,
officials said. ' -

That’s' why city planners had rec-

d liquor store

ormended Delia Street be opened

to through traffic. o
Instead, a chain or gate will block -

cars from getting through, officials -

said. -

“That neighborhood is on the

.upswing and I don't want to see any-

thing negative impact the

. neighborhood,” 'said Mayor Jeff -

Schielke. .
Hernandez first opened a store.22
years ago near city hall, In 1990, he
moved to his present 2,000-square:-
foot location at 320 E. Wilson St.
Hernandez said he plans to opén *°
the new store in May. ST



Lawsuit against Geneva 'toss.ed:?' '

i2./18/02
BY ALICIA FABBRE
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Geneva city officials can go ahead
with plans to build a power plant.

‘A Kane County judge has dis-
missed a lawsuit challenging the
city’s bid process for the plant. The

agreement between LaSalle Associ-.

ates Inc. — which was not awarded
the bid — ‘and the city does not
require Geneva to pay any damages.
Ttaiso does not change plans to have
HWS Energy Partners build the
power plant .
© LaSalle filed the lawsuit seeking to

stop the project and collect $650,000
in damages after Geneva officials
gave the project to build and install
generators for the 30-megawatt plant

" to another company.

In the lawsuit, LaSalle officials said
the bid process was biased, noting
that theey submitted the lowest bid for
the plant. LaSalle officials also said
that Geneva employees shared infor-
mation from LaSalle’s bid with
officials from HWS. .

Geneva officials denied the claims
and noted that the difference
between LaSalle and HWS would be

recaptured in two years because the

HWS system would opefate more’

cheaply. . . :
“The city is pleased with the ter-

mination of the lawsuit and the erid :
of the disgruntled bidder’s atternpt to°

obstruct the project from moving for-

ward,” Geneva Mayor Kevin Burmns

said in a written statement. .
An attorney representing LaSalle

filed a request to dismiss the lawsuit -

after reaching an agreement with:

Geneva and HWS officials. Cal
_Artorneys for LaSalle and HWS..

declined to discuss the terms of any.

nies.

+
4

agreement between the two compa: )




Kane County forest to be preserved

21/19/02

BY ToM O*KONOWITZ
Daily Herold Staff Witer

Just about all of RacewayWoods in
Carpentersville will be spared from
bulidozers and construction, under
a deal signed Tuesday.

Dundee Township and Kane
County. Forest Preserve officials
signed a contract to buy 134 acres of,
Raceway Woods for $6.8 million .
from Meadowdale Properties of -
Carpentersville, sources said. The
two government agencies, along
with the Dundee Township Park
District, already had acquired
nearly 200 acres of the woods along
Route 31 near Huntley Road.

. - The deal, signed Tuesday after-
noon, marks the culmination’ of
nearly two decades of work by resi-
dents and officials determined to
preserve land as open space and
prevent it from being developed. .
“We did it. The checks have been
exchanged, the titles have been
exclianged and all the paperwork’s
done,” said Dundee Township
Supervisor Sue Harney, who started.
lobbying to save the land about 20
yeais ago. "It's very, very satjsfying,
and I'm just savoring it right now.”
" With the change in ownership,
Raceway Woods officially will be
_designated as open space and will
beprotected from commercial, res-
idential or industrial development.
About 7 acres along Route 31 will be
retained by Meadowdale Properties

//
] naceway Vioods propem

RANDALL RD.

g ..

-~

(_:a:_-pcméfsvﬂle

-yl

|

R
pod-]

for future commermal develop-
ment.

Raceway Woods isa b1g part of
‘Dundee Township’s massive open-
space 'initiative, which was
launched in 1996 when voters
approved spending $18.6 million to
buy land and preserve it as open

space. So far, the township has .
obtained more than 800 acres of

land at seven locations.

“A lot of us moved out here to be
in the country and enjoy the woods,
but we could see what would
happen with the -devélopment,”
Harney said. “We realized we had to
step up to the plate and do some-
thing to preserve some of the land
oritwould all be developed.”

Raceway Woods, which' could
have been a prime location for new
business or residential develop-
ment, has a unique history in

Dundee Township. '

In 1958 Leonard Besinger opened
the Meadowdale International
Raceway on the land. Major races
were held on the 3-mile track there
for a decade before it was shut
down. Today, remnants of the track
still can be seen on the Raceway
Woods land.

. »Now, the  property, consists

““mostly of wetlands, woods,

streams, valleys, hills and cleared
areas with views of the Fox River.

Forest preserve officials say the
woodlands, wetlands and other
areas will be conserved and prairie
land will be re-created.

“We see a tremendous potential
in being able to restore some of the
native habitat that was there,” said -
Jon Duerr, executive director of the
Kane County Forest Preserve. “This
is a key piece because people today
like to recreate near where they live,
and this is centrally located in the
township.”

Under Dundee Townsmp s open—
space management dplan,
300-acre Raceway Woods could be
improved to-include hiking and
equestrian trails, a nature education
center,” additional parking, an
amphitheater, athletic fields and a
children’s playground.

“We see this as becoming a cen- .
tral park — a recreational hub for
the community,” Harney said. “It’s
just going to be wonderful when we
get it all done.”
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g ‘A'c‘c'uéed dean says

- .
-officer wa
ByVIC‘Ié TA A F CAMRON
Kane County Ch:onicle

ST. CHARLES — A former
high school dean charged with
buying marijuana from a stu-
dent wants to know if the po-
lice officer influenced the stu-
dent during the investigation.

Michael Miller, 40, of
DeKaih, clairns that police re-
ports from the investigation
refer to contact between an in-
vestigating police officer and the
student outside the scope of the
investigation. Such a relation-
ship could show bias.against an
impartial investigation.

Miller's attorney, Tom
McCulloch, wants Kane
County prosecutors to invest-

gate the relationship.

“In this case, it goes to the
fairness of the case”
McCulloch said.

Prosecutors declined com- .
ment.

- "However, St. Charles
Police officials are investigat-
_ing the allegations.

“I've initiated an internal
‘investigation,” said St. Charles’
{ Police Chief Don Shaw. “The

internal investigation is a pex-
sonnel matter, which as a mat-
ter of policy, we don't discuss.”

In March 2000, Miller was

charged with soliciting the de-

s biased

livery of marijuana on school
grounds and contibuting to
the delinquency of a minor.
The incident occurred at St.
Charles East High School in
November 1999, but the stu-
dent did notreport the incident
until the following month, ac-
cording to police reports.

Both allegations are rmis-
demeanors. Miller denies the
charges. If convicted, he could
face up to one year in the
countyjail. -

Miller told police the stu-
dent gave him a small bag of -
marijuana inside a crumpled
piece of paper. Because Miller
did not want to get the gitl in
trouble, he threw the bag into
a pond on campus, according
to police reports. ‘

Miller contends the student
made up the story that he tried
to buy marijuana from her as
revenge after Miller, suspecting
there was domestic abuse in-
side the student’s home, noti-
fied the Department of
Children and Family Services.
By law, Miller has to notify
DCES if he suspects abuse.

DCES will neither confirm
not deny an investigation into
the student's home.

Miller is on an unpaid
leave of absence from the
school.
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E‘éneva OKs
2002 levy .

Lone senior citizen
prolests increase
, /20 NE———

12: 1B/

By BRENDA SCHORY
Kone County Chronicle .

- GENEVA — Aldermen a proved a 2002

tax levy request of $4.8 million, a $510,000
ar 9.5 percent increase over the 20¢) re-
quest of $4.3 million.

Most of the increese, 7 percent, is the
new public safety bond and interest debt
for the new fire station and remodeled po-
lice department, approved by voters in
April, City Administrator Phil Page said.

Because of a projected increase in as-
sessed valuation, the city’s tax rate will in-
crease by 2 percent, or 1.6 cents to 75 cents
per $100 equalized assessed valuation. Page

~said when the city proposed the $6 million
public safety -referendum, officials esti-
mated it would increase the annual taxes by
$43'6n a house valued at $200,000. ™
- *The public safety bonds created a $40
increase-on a house valued at $200,009, so
we certainly are in that ballpark,” Page said.
- The largest increase in the levy is for in-
surance, t0 $12%,000 from $81,000, an in-
.crease of 60 percent. First Ward Alderman
‘Chuck Brown said it seerned large, but Page
-said it was larger to cover higher liability
costs as aresult of Sept. 11 and for worket's
compensation coverage. -

Taxing bodies file levy requests with
.the Kane County Clerk and receive their
money in the'spring.

. But a new retiree, Keith Garland, who
will be 65 in January, testified at the pub-
lic hearing that the increase is cash out
of his pocket. :
" .. I want this to go on the record that
you passed a very large increase, but
there has been no increase in the home-
“stead exemption .. and the Social
":Security increase was 1.4 percent,” said
+ Garland, of 701 Maple Lane, “Anything
. over 1 percent or 2 perCent is going to
have an impact on my fixed income.”
- _Garland asked for officials’ help in
reducing the cost of nonessential serv-
ices so taxes could go down, and in in-
creasing the state’s homestead exemp-
tion — a cut in property taxes for senior
citlzens. .

*I understand the direction you are
~coming from, sir. There are a number of
‘us retired and living on fixed incomes,”

4th Ward Alderman Ron Singer said, ges-
turing to himself, 1st Ward Alderman
. Sam Hill and-5th Ward Alderman Paul
DesCoteaux. Singer said the state con-
“trols the homestead exemption, notlocal

" aldermen. .
. "I think we have been very prudent in
trying to keep laxes as low as we have. 1
.think we are second to.none in the area
..of public services such as police and fire,
“water, sewer and streets,” Singer said.

" .. SeelEVY,page2

Levy

Continued from page 1

“Had it not been for the
city’s public safety referen-
dum, our levy would have
been a minuscule increase,”
2nd Ward Alderman Jim
Radecki said.

Radecki advised Garland
to watch other taxing bodies’
proposed referendums.

Treasurer Tim Moran said
most tax referendum in-
creases have been approved
by voters. Moran suggested
Garland lobby his state repre-
sentative to see about increas-
ing the homestead exemp-
tion.

He also suggested a tax
freeze or property tax deferral

. program, both of which re-

duce senior citizens’ property
taxes.

The freeze program is
based on income, the deferral
sets aside property taxes until
the homeowner dies or the
property is sold. In both cases,
the state recovers its money as
alien on the property.

Garand said after the
hearing that he has lived in
Geneva 23 years, but if taxes
keep going up, he may have to
explore other options.

“Ijustlove this town and I
do not plan to move,” he said.
“I voted for all the referen-
dums for the schools, [ sup-
ported all of that for 23 years.

At some point, they have to
stop raising taxes.”
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‘Shhhh! Flburn OKs
noise ordinance

By DAN CHANZIT 12/l B? z)lnfo available

Kane County Chronicle

ELBURN — A new ordi-
nance will sound pretty good
to a handful of angry resi-
dents.

This week, trustees unani-
mously approved restrictions
on noise levels, The move
gives police officers more
power to keep the peace.

Police officers will use a
decibel meter to measure
noise levels. The meter only
will be used when a resident
makes a complaint. '

‘Mayor James Willey said
police will not patrol the
streets looking for noise. -

“Police are not going out
monitoring sound levels just
for the heck of it,” Willey said.
“This is a complaint-oriented
ordinance.” ]

The ordinance is modeled
after similar restrictions in
other communities. Elburn’s
restrictions are more lax, but
village officials said they could
revisit the issue later if there
are problems.

W To request a copy of the
noise ordinance to review a
list of acceptabte sound
levels, call the village hall at
(630) 365-5060.

“We do have to balance
the rights of a person to make
some noise with the right of a
person not to listen to it,” po-
lice chief James Linane said.

The village's previous reg-
ulation required residents to
sign a formal complaint. That
required police to argest peo-
ple and charge them with dis-
orderly conduct.

Under the new ordinance, -
residents - should call police
when a neighbor is making
too much noise. The officer .
will measure the noise level
from the property line. If the
level is too high, the offending
resident will receive a warn-
ing. :

After several warnings, of-
ficials said the offender will
receive a fine.
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Shop with a. Cop on Tuesday

= Kn.ue Cmmty Chronicle

AU'RORA Kane Count
Sheriffs . -officers . today
;;pend “their third - morming

shopping for Christmas. pres--

entswlth mone than 1,400 local
children. .

=t is ﬂle 13th- year the ofﬁ-
cers have contiibuted to Shup

?ﬂ“r' = oAy

at Wal-Mart in Au

c;harn:e ta spend poslﬂvé time
wilh a]aw—enfufcement officer.

. *It’s A

t- program.,
he]ps people

e.who otherwise thelll like what T got
wouldn't be able to'get. thelr- said ™ 52y «
kids so much,” sald Patty Kusitg
-of Auror;: whuse Trjrgu-old giiys,” she told the officets who

. The gift of giving

and ‘Tuesday at the Wal-Mart

on’ Galers | Boulevard: “in,

* Aurora, “They “will be at Wal-

 Marton RandnJ] Road ifi Elg
. ik i

Eﬂlatmudlanyway ,-
L Kn.mizmuldnotgethexson
1t +the video game he wanted, “but .’

'Mysomsgoingtotove u‘t'

H

p’;her times,” Wi]lu_irqs, said. . .

__Conhnued from page s
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o DeputyBradZemmyens

eling,
-sald Lt Ron Smith, who has'® ‘andther new valunteer.

1volunteered for the pmgmm
‘since if began-in 1989.-"You

A9 "1t sounded lke & gobd «
« cause,” Zentrmyer “$aid.. The |

seg peaple who maynot haweychildren  were pervous: to

aChristinas other than that.” %)

Smith also enjoys seeing
ﬂleduldl'en he'said, frer $0
“*How aoften do we get 10
mingle With thé kids?” mlih
asked. . ‘-

. helped with Shop it : a Chp,
sinve he joined meshei-iﬂ‘sof-

- fige aboit ]O yezu’si'
“Its nice. to

oﬂlers en;oy *the = hohday
Mayes said. “This gives us an
opporhunkty to Q.ve back to-
the comumunity.

he said.’

Chiistinas 1§ all about,” Pefez
said. "It makes me more ap-.»
_preciative'raf all the' good

thmgslhavemmyhfeandall R

myfami}yhas.

- “The first-timé volunteers < B

enjoyed the {expeﬂence 8s.

‘E like seeing the little kids
with the smiles on their faces,”
8L KevinWilliams said.

‘Previous job assignments,

.- prevented Williams from par-r . -

ticipating in Shop with a Cop.
* But he plans to be part of the
p fromi riow on.

wish 1 was -here the

"This is what thc spirit of

ibegiri - with, but. guickly

wirmed up to the ofﬁcers he

*‘{-«smd.‘ﬁ‘ *
T s getting me in. lhe
Gmsh:nas splm. Zemmyer

- gaid

Wnl'Mart invited the l;her-

.-_iﬂ"s office to’shop thére'about .

three years ago, and the pm-

has stayed,

“"Wcthmklfsarcaﬂygreat
"l said . Jamie’

]

ment .coordinator for “the
¥ AuroraWal-Mart. Wi

‘over Kane County, including
Batavia, Hampshire, North
A wrora,. South*“Elgin, 5t
jaCharles, Sugar Grove, Aurora

*"and Elgin, said. Sgt’ John
Stoffa, presldmt of the Kane
¥ -County Sheriff's Office unian,
‘which sponsored the pro-

. However, there-were too
many needy children In the
community for the sherff’s
office to help thern all. Instead
of letting each child spand
$100, each recetved $50
"That way we can do
- mare,” Stoffa said. The officers
had so- meny requests for
help, they decided to orily rid
those who did not get to par-
ticipate last year.
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Hoeft -
Continued frpm page 1

‘He was a champion of
keeping local control of our
schools and for sensible stan-
danlized testing”
House Republican Leader Lee
Daniels said in a statement

US.  House Speaker
Dennis Hastert said he felt a

worked as history teachers be-
fore moving intg politics.

“Hespokefrom the heartand
didwhat he thought was right, re-
- gardless of politics,” Hastert said
| inaprepared statement. -

Hoeft won election to the

Legisiatare in 1992, "State

" Treasurer and former legisla-

tor Judy Baar Topinka said-he

| brought his sense of humor
. into politcal office,

Every day, Hoeft seemed to
have a new joke, said Topinka,
chairwoman of the Mlinois
Republican Party.

"He'was d greatadditionto.

the Legislature, a man of in-
tegrity and honer whe alse

,'had a devilish humor” she
-Said. “He was a great legislator,
agreat Republican "

-Hoeft’s accomplishments

* Secured 55 million in state funding for cleanup of a downtown

- Iinois'

special bond with Hoeft. Both |

Elgin salvage yard.

* Secured hundreds of thousands af dbllérs for area bolice and

park projects,

* Helped repair a rift in the Kane County Republican Party, - .
* Helped create the state's schaol construction grant program,

- providing hundreds of millions of dollars for building projects.

* Secured a site for an Eigin Public Action to Deliver Shelter

homeless facility.

Hoeft became one of the’
Legislature'’s foremost author-
ites on education, said state
Rep. Patricia Reid Lindner, R-

findingfrom Pproperty taxes be-
cause it would hurt the suburbs.

-And when' debates in

Springfield became heated,

Sugar Grove, : Hoeft used his sense of humor

“Hewasanexpertoneduca-  to calm the situation, Lindner
tion,” Lindnersaid. "Sometimes, said. He was philosophical
when people get up to talk, aboutgovernment and politics.
there’s chaos on the House floor “T was always arazed,”

Well, when Doug got up to
speak on education issues, it

quieted dowr. People reallys-  member everything,” -
tened to what he had to say” Voters in eastern Elgin,
Hoeft argued that mem- East Dundee, eastern .

bers of the state board of edu-  Carpentersville, and parts of
cation should be glected rather  Barrington Hills and South
than appointed. He said state- Elgln  elected Hoeft, a
mandated education tests Republican, to a sixth term
were pootly structured. last month. He won about 59

He woiked to approve the
states school construction
grant program in 1995, He also
opposed shifting education

she said. "He afways had a

joke of the day. He could re- .

percent of the vote.
According to the Ilinois

Constitution, Kane County

Republican committeemnen

from Hoeeft’s district have 30 '
days to pick someone to com-
Pplete the two-year term, .
Kane County Republican
Chairman Ed Malek declined to

" discuss possible replacements,

.. “I'think we all need to take
some time to reflect on the .
loss,” Malek said. “This is a
real shock to the community.”
Malek instedd remembered
howHoeft helped repair ariftin
the party about three years ago
when the central committee
manresigned. -
“His wit and his sense of
humor helped him develop
his relationship with his con-
sdtuents and his colleges,”
Malek said. "If we don't have a
sense of humor, it can make

life very difficult Humor puts

life into perspective,”

Visitation for Hoeft will be
from 3 to 9 p.m. Friday at Laird
Funeral Home, 310 5. State St.,
Elgin. A memorial service will -
begin at 11 a.n. “Saturday at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
360 Grand Ave., Elgin,

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily has requested donations to
githet “the Bethlehem

‘Lutheran Church Endowment

Fund, the Elgin Symphony
Orchestra or PADS of Elgin, -

Torch

Cantinued from page 1

‘When Hanson frst tock of-

- fice, he sent notices to the

" eounty’s school districts that the
assistant’s position was open.

“Of all the people who

came in, he just impressed

me,” Hanson said. .
Their differing personali-
ties complemented each

other. Hoeft was more gutgo-
ing while Hanson' describes
himself as being more re-
served. Hanson went on to

serve until 1987,

"I think we made a good
team,” Hanson said. "He was
dedicated to deing whatever
hedid”

‘When Hoeft took over the
reins of the office in 1987, he
hired Mejia out of the East
Aurora School District.

“He always had a sense of

humor," Mejia said, You need

- "thatwhen you work with young

eople and young teachers.”
P gne of I:{geﬁ’s proudest ac-
complishments was the forma-
tion of the drop-out and?:'uan_CY
prevention program, Mefia said
The program received in-

" ternational acclaim when it

was written about in the edu-
cation jowrnal Phi DeltaKappa,
“Is been a model ever

- since. He was always looking

out for the less fortunate, the
kids of color,” Mejia said.

The regional superintend'-
ent reports to the county board’s
Public Service Committee, and
longtirme committee Chairman
Penelope Cameron, R-Aurorma,

. recalled Hoeft's attendance at

those meetings. :

* "He was just very down to
earth and he wanted the best
forthe children,” Carneron said.

Although Hoeft was re-

elected to @ second term, he
saw an opportunity te help
education at the state level

"He felt he could do more
for kids as a representative,”
Hanson said.

In 1992, half-way through
his superintendent’s term, Hoeft
won his race for state represen-
tative. He resigned and Mejia
was appointed to replace him.

“He camied the torch of
education, He atways pushed
the cause of education,” Mejia
said. “He gave me the oppor-
tunity to serve in this capacity
and I'll never forget that. He
will not soon be forgotten.”



Successor
will have .
to wait g%

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

A State Rep. Doug Hoefts
successor will be chosen by
Kane County Republican
Chairman Ed Malek with input
from Elgin Republican Senator -
Steve Rauschenberger.
Hoeft, an  Elgin
. Republican who served in
the House for 10 years, died
early Tuesday. He was 60.

. Malekand Rauschenberger
have 30 days to name areplace-
ment. Malek will have more in-
fluence in picking the successar
than Rauschenberger, said Pat
Freeman, director of election

_information for the Ilinois
State Board of Elections.

When a representative
dies, party chairmen chdose
the successor based on a
weighted vote tied to the
number of ballots cast in the
last election. S

Most of Heeft's district is
in Kane County, where he re-
.ceived four times the number
of votes as in Cook County.

Because Rauschenberger
lives in Cook County, and be-

. cause such a small portion of
Hoeft’s district is in Cook
County, Rauschenberger will
meet with Hoeft instead of
the Cook County Republican
Chairman. '

Freeman said two days re-
main in the 92nd General
Assembly.  Malek  and
Rauschenberger could choose

& successor to serve the last
two days of the session, or
wait for the 93rd General
Assembly, which begins at
noonJan. 8. .



TWO losses further
shake up House

iz/18/p2.

By ERIC KROL
Daily Herald Political Writer

House Republicans were shocked
and saddened Tuesday when two of
their suburban colleagues died on
thesameday. .

State Rep. Doug Hoeft of Elgin died
early in the momning from complica-

‘ tions from surgery last month. State :

Rep. Tim Osmond of Antioch died
from a heart attack in the evening,.

“It's hard to comprehend. We can't
even believe we're having this dis-
cussion about these two friends and
colleagues,” said state Rep. Tom
Cross of Oswego, the incoming
House Republican leader.

The sudden deaths of Hoeft and

Osmond will bring more new faces to
the regrouping House GOP and the
House in general. Of the 31 new
House members who will be sworn
inJan. 8, 14 nowwill be Republicans.

House Republicans already had
picked a new leadership “team
headed by Cross and instituted rule
changes to make their political
processes more open. But given that
the House Republicans are in the
minority, the internal changes are
not expected to have a bigimpact on
state government.”

The successors to Hoeft and
Osmond will be chosen in a similar
fashion' by Republican leaders.
Under state law, no special elections
will be held, even though neither will
be sworn in after winning election.

The Hoeft replacement largely will
be chosen by new Kane County
Republican chairman Ed Malek of
Campton Township, who holds a
wide majority of the weighted vote.
State Sen, Steve Rauschenberger, an
Elgin Republican who is the Hanover

Township GOP committeeman, also -

will have a say. Rauschenberger said

they will take into consideration the

feelings of Hoeft's widow, Libby, as

Evelléas Hoeft’s colleagues in Spring-
eld.

InLake County, Osmond’s replace-
ment will be chosen by a
three-member panel led by county
Republican chairman Tom Adams,
who said he plans to consult with
Republican state Sen. Adeline Geo-
Karis of Zion and incoming state Rep.
Bob Churchill of Lake Villa.

In both cases, the new legislator
must be picked within 30 days, but
officials likely will want to find suc-
cessors in time for the Jan. 8
swearing-in ceremony.

Malek declined to talk about
naminga successor out of respect for
Hoeft's family. “We're all deeply sad- .
dened by the loss of Rep. Hoeft,”
Malek said. “He served his con-
stituernts well.”

That’s the same reason potential
successors were not floating their
names publicly Tuesday, But that
didn't stop names from being circu-
lated in political circles. Arnongthose
were Elgin City Council member Ruth
Munson; Eigi attorney Doug
Scheflow; Keith Rauschenberger, the
senator’s brother; and Wegman,

- a perennial candidate and husband

of county recorder SandraWegman.
Several other potential candidates
mentioned live outside the district,

- including former county farm
. bureau president Mike Kenyon of

South Elgin, county board member
Jackie Tredup of Elgin and former
county board member Don Rage of
Sleepy Holiow.

* Daily Herald State Government
Editor John Patterson contributed to
this report.
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BY EARA SPAK
Daily Herald Staff Writer
e
Amid deep shock and grief, Doug

Hoeft, a longtime Fox Valley leader
and educator, was remembered

locally Tuesday for his frequent jokes .
and big heart, a heart committedtoa -

life of public service. .

His unexpected death shook
friends, family and constituents
| throughout the Elgin area, like Elgi
Mayar Ed Schock, who said he felt
“Jike somebody hit me in the stom-
ach” upon hearing the news.

“He saw himself as a servant”
Schock said, echoing the comments
- of many otherslocally. - -

Elgin city council member Marie
Yearman, who knew Hoeft since his
 days as Kane County Regional Super-
'infendent of Schools, described
Hoeft as a “friend to Elgin.” -

Hoeft represented the Elgin areain

the General Assembly for the. last

decade, and was re-elected with.

broad support in Novernber for two
more years in Springfield.

His tes to the Fox Valley were
much deeper, forged firstas an Elgin
High School social studies teacher
and then as thé Regional Superin-
tendent of Schools, a position he was
hired for in 1967, He and his wife
Libby were longtime parishioners at
Bethiehem Lutheran Church.

“He was comunitted to the process
of education early on,” said Bob Sil-
jestrom, one of Hoeft's closest
friends and advisers. Siljestrom rep-
resented Hoeft at political events if
Hoeft was unable to attend. “One of
his goals in life was to be a helpmate
to other people. 'm an only child
and Dougwas the closest I've had to
abrother.”

On Tuesday, Elgin city council

_ member Ruth Munson remembered
how Hoeft helped rebuild the

¢

reat things for Elgin’

DAVE TONGE/DAILY HERALD
Robert Siljestrom of Elgin
photographed Doug Hoeft, a friend
for 30 years, many times and
served as one of Hoeft's most
trusted advisers. ' :

‘McKinley School playground and

acted as a mentor when she first con-
sidered a run for city council.

“When I ran for council the first
tire I sat in his living room and he
gave me advice,” Munson said. “He
impacted a lot of people’ lives but
didn't seek notoriety for it. He was :
just a regutar guy doing great things
for Elgin." _

One group particularly gratefut for
Hoeft's work was Elgin's Public Action
to Deliver Shelter, the homeless ser-

vices agency that for years searched . .

for a place to build a permanent shel-
ter. Hoeft championed their cause
and was key in the group obtaining
land on Route 31 for the project.

* Daily Herald staffwriter Sara Bur-
nett contributed to this report.



- ' By KARA SPAK
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‘Daily Herald Siaf] Writer ‘

.. On Monday, optimism was high
‘among Elgin state Rep. Doug Hoeft's

" family and friends for his recovery

" from a series of strokes he suffered
after complications arose in aroutine
surgery. .

. He was moved Monday from Sher-
man Hospital in- Elgin to the
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago to

_ begin Tehab, but he unexpectedly

died in his sleep there early Tuesday

.. morning. .
- Hoeft’s complications began on
Nov. 26 after surgery to remove

plaque from a carotid artery, which " -

Wm:_)m@m&\ Hoeft had c

carries oxygen to the brain. There are .

two carotid arteries on each side of
the neck, and they are often used to
quicklylocate apulse. .

A carotid endarterectomy is a low-
risk outpatient procedure where a
surgeon removes plaque from the
artery, restoring full blood flow to the

- brain, said Dr. Keith Horvath, a car-

diothoracic surgeon at Northwestern
Memorial Hospital and assistant pro-
fessor at Northwestern University.
One to 2 percent of patients expe-
rienice complications, which often

. result from the plaque flaking off into
. the artery and traveling toward the
brain, Horvath said. Less than 1 pez- -

cent die as a result of the surgery.

onsidered low-risk

“It’s not avery complicated proce-
dure and its done hundreds of
thousands of times-each year,” Hor-
vath said. .

Without the surgery, patients with
partially blocked carotid arteries are
at arisk for stroke or death. - -

Robert Siljestrom, one of Hoeft's
closest friends, said he and Hoeft dis-
cussed the procedure at length.
before Hoeft's surgery. Siljestrom had
two of the procedures last year, he
said. . .

“He told me he had to have this
done but was going to wait until after
the election,” Siljestromn said.

1f complications arise from plaque
flaking off, as appears to be the case

'in Hoeft's sirgery, the condition is

typically treated with aspirin to thin
ouit the blood, Horvath said. If the

- plague flake blocks blood flow to the

brain, it can result in a series of
strokes, which sources said hap-
pened in Hoeft's case.

" Siljestrom said in the days after
Hoeft's surgery, he was "looking really

-good.” On Monday, doctors appar-

ently agreed with that assessment
and Hoeft was admitted to the Reha-
bilitation Institute of Chicago.: -
By Tuesday evening, the cause of
death was still unknown, said
Melissa Taube, the Hoeft family’s
spokeswoman. Taube was not sure if
anautopsy would be conducted.



funds restored

total of about $14-million back into *-
the open space and natural areas

na e o )i 0>

‘A group of state legislators hopes

Gov. George Ryan will restore mil-
lions of dollars in funding to two
* programs that help, governments
acquire and develop openland. -

The General Assembly reduced
- funding for the Open Space Lands
Acﬂt,iisitio_n and Development Fund
and the Natural Areas Acquisition
Fund earlier this yéar in an effort to
* balancethebudget. . - '

The reductions, which some legis- -

lators thought were a One-time-only
deal, were made permanent. A pro-
posed law awaiting Ryan's signature

‘would restore the funding for both -

programs to pre-2002 levels.

The funds have been key sources
‘of money for suburban park districts
. and other governments interested in

acquiring land for recreational use.

Legislators estimate that the open

space fund alone has provided.
$167 million in grants to local gov- .
emments since its inception ].!\1 the -

mid-1980s. -
Prospect Republican and a supporter
of the legislation, said it’s important
for local governments to be able to
acquire land and save it from ram-
pant development.

_“if-we don't provide the resources

for this, the precious amount of open -

Jand that still exists in the Chicago

area could soonbe tirned into asea -

of concrete,” Krause said. :

~ If Ryan signs the legislation, the.
restored funding would come from.
the state’s real estate transfer tax
Before this year, 35 percent of the
total real estate transfer tax revenue

went.to the open space fund and 15 -
percent went to the natural ‘areas -

fund. During this past year’s difficult
budget negotiations, those percent-
ages were reduced to 20 percent and
5 percent, respectively, with the
remainder used to help cover the-
state’s operating deficit.

State Rep. Carolyn Krause,aMount -

funds. The proposed law, if approved,
would go into effecton July 1. -

'Krause said she’s optimistic the -
governor -will sign the legislation,.
-even despite a projected -spending -

deficit next year expected to top
$2 billion. . : ' '

“This was not supposed to be a

pérmanent reduction,” she said. “All
_indications are that the governor will

signit” " "~

- ARyan spokeswoman said the _ieg-
islation arrived -on the governors

desk Thursday; she couldn't predict -

when he might take action onit.
Several suburban park . districts

have used. the open space fund t0 . A

help pay for major projects.
In 1997, foi example, the Mount
Prospect Park District ‘received a

$575,000 grant for the acquisition of - .

a2.1-acre site that became Hill Street

Park. The park district also received " -

open space grants for the develop-

ment of Einstein and Busse parks,

Chief Executive Officer Walter. Cook

lion in grants through the program,
Executive Director Roger Key said. .
Most recently, the park district

. received a $400,000 grant for the ren-.
ovation of Frontier Pool this yearand .

a$200,000 grant for the renovation of
Pioneer Pool in 1997. T

Municipalities also can receive
grants through the program. This’
Elgin and Lake in the Hills -
- received grants to develop parks: The -
. grants wete partially furided by the

year,

open space program.’
The other
affected by the proposed law, the

" Natural Areas Acquisiton Fund, is

used primarily by the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, which
has acquired more than 17,000 acres
of land statewide through the pro-

~gram, Krause said.

fond that would be

said. = - L '
" The Arlington Heights Park District °
has received a total of about $2 mil-
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 Transfer station rej
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" The mere idea that Wast¢ Management, the local

- -1 garbage hauler with a nearly omnipotent presence-in
~+ KaneCounty, could lose a battle with local communities

‘members pre

and county residents seemed far-fetched as county board
pared to decide the fate of its trash transfer

‘'station proposal. . : S
.| - After all, Waste Managements singular influence on:
- 1'.county garbage collection and county politics is well-
documented over the past ‘couple of decades. Its
- { influence was such that its leaders believed, for example,
- that a written promise it made South Elgin in 1988to

. close theWoodland Jandfill after this year could be sum-
- marilyignored. .. - - 7. -y o o
* . But-lose Waste -Management did, by a substantial

“margin, in its efforts to transform theWoodland landfill just

- southwest of South Elgin into a garbage transfer station.

- "I thought Waste Managément was unbeatable,” said

 Carol Hecht of South Elgin, one of the leaders of the oppo-

sition. “What 1 saw in there today was a county board that
took their job seriously” : .

The vast majority of the board apparently agreed with
county hearing officer Patrick Kinnally, who had fecom-

garbage trucks

mended the county deny the request — or attach more

Hearing tes mm:orw clearly wmos.mm._ the
traffic route was all but impossible for .
s of the proposed size to -

negouiate. - -

. than 30 conditions to any approval, EEEEW abanonits
- opening until 2006, when road improvements in the area

would be more likely to bé completed. But there has

- never been any guarantee that those road improvernents
would be done even by that date four years in the future,

The board voted to reject the application based [argely

onatraffic plan thatwould have réquired nearly impos- .

sible tums for large trucks in St. Charles and doubts
about the plan’s compatibility with the county’s solid

" waste plan.

Waste Management officials, vmucmvamdn stunned by
an experience in rejection quite foreign .to them, pre-
dicted the county’s waste collection fees would rise asa.

ection right move for Kane
Ny Lt

" plan, such legal

result of the decision and suggested the company might .
pursue legal action against the county to reverse it..

Given the weaknesses in the truck route outlined in the
action might be risky. Hearing testimony
clearly showed the truck route, particularly the tum at
Routes 25 and 64 in St. Charles, was all but impossible for
trucks of the proposed size to negotiate. It also had'drawi
the opposition of DuPage County, which had questioned

.. -whythe trucks would travel through Bartlett when most -

of the area served
the Fox River. o . o
- Waste Management has 35 days to file an appeal with
the Illinois Polliition Control Board, or it can reapply in
two years. It also is scheduled to appear in court Tuesday
in connection with South Elgin's legal attempt toholditto .

by the transfer station would be west of

.theletter of thiat 1988 promise.;. .,

‘We have said before that Waste Management should
honor its promise to South Elgin. Even ifits 1988 letter isn't
legally binding, morally it is the proper thing to do because
its last approval for Woodland was predicated on that
promise. Now the county board has agreed that the trans-
fer station doesn't belong atWoodland albeit for different
reasons. It's a decision as right as it was surprising. -




$30 mil‘liO‘Il' road-rail plan

targets traffic near airport Al

i B G iy
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Two railroad underpasses and a
rerouting of busy Roosevelt Road is
- thelatest plan to fix traffic snarls atan
* awkward intersection south of
DuPage Airport. .

Engineers expect to have final

design approval by next summer on

the $30 million project.
“We had a meeting with the last of

many players in the game and gota
consensus on the alipnment,” said
Morgan Cotten, DuPage County’s
deputy transportation departament
director.

The north/south Kautz ' Road
meets a diagonal Roosevelt Road,
running northwest/southeast. To
complicate matters, a Union Pacific
rail line dissects the two roads at the
intersection with trains using the
tracks up to 75 times a day. The new

design calls for a portion of Roosevelt
east of Kautz to be rerouted to the

south, past the intersection andthen

under the Union Pacific tracks.
Kautz would be extended south to
meet up with Roosevelt. A second
underpass would be built to route
Kautz traffic under the tracks.
The new design is the 18th version
created since the project started in

See TRAFRC on PAGE 7

I

The Intersection of Roosevelt [
and Kautz roads would be relocated
south of the railroad tracks.

* .V_]-}',Al-'l-‘ KNOX/DAILY HERALD
Traffic backups at the Route 38/lautz Boad intersection will be eased rhen an underpass is built. Heve, cars wait for a Metra lrain to pass Friday.

Traffic: Side benefits would help area

Continued from Page 1

2000. And despite the agfeement of
myriad agencies involved in the pro-

ject, construction would not begin -

until 2005, It would take two years (o
complete. .

Steve Ravanesi, project engineer
for Chicago-based design. firm
McDonough Associates, said the fin-
ished system would look similar to
theWinfield Road underpass at Inter-
state B8 inWarrenville.

Two underpasses are an advan-

tage, he said, because building
bridges over the raitway would pose a
problem for air traffic from the

nearby airport. .
Gordon Cole, the airport's execu-
tive director, -added the new

configuration might encourage
development. : :
Because Kautz is the border
between DuPage and Kane counties
as well as Geneva and West Chicago,
discussions about the change have
involved a larger-than-normal
number of government agencies.

Throw in the airport, which owns
much of the affected land; the board
of the proposed tech park being built
near the intersection; Union Pacific

Railroad; the state’s transportation’

department, and the Federal High-
way Administration; and e

bureaucracy involved alone could kil

most projects.

“Bverybody sees this as a great
improvement in the region and
everybody wants to see the project
done,” Cotten said. “But everybody
had their own concerns.”

In Kane County, officials are con-
cemed about the cost.

“It’s a design that can work,” said
Paul Rogowski, the county’s trans-
portation division director. “Its avery
costly design and we would look at it
from that standpoint when we make
our final decision.”

The cost of the initial design phase
will be shared between the state and
DuPage, Cotten said. :

Construction and other costs will
be borne by the state, counties,
municipalities and Union Pacific.




State grants to enhance

park, preserves, museum

2/ 02

Peck Farm Park in Geneva
and Tekakwitha Woods Nature
Center in St. Charles were
awarded grants this week
from the Ilinois Public
Museums Capital Giants
Program.

Peck Farm Park received a
$100,000 grant for its natural
classroom exhibits. The proj-
ect includes construction of a
butterfly house and ah inter-
pretive and sensory garden
area.

Tekakwitha Woods Nature
Center will use its $125,000

grant for a buffalo prairie ex-
hibit, which will include a
prairie/savanna diorama.

A grant of $38,500 was
made to Red Oak Nature
Center in Aurora for an inter-
pretive deck over the Fox River
as part of its Watchable
wildlife on the Fox program.
Aurora’s SciTech received a
$275,000 grant for the design
and development of perma-
nent science exhibitions in
the Center of Excellence area.

— Kane County Chronicle
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Board will
elect vice -
chairman -

in January
2/ fo2

STAFF WRITER
GENEVA — Kane County Board'*
Chairman Mike McCoy will never
forget what board member Lee Bar-
rett told him when they discovered -
McCoy this week counted the vote
wrang for vice chairman of the -
board. S
“Lee said to me, ‘I thought you?!
wg:le good with numbers,” " McCoy -
said,
They had a Jaugh about it Thurs-
day at the Executive Committee.
_ But it was no laughing matter earli-
er this week when Barrett, R-East .,
Dundee, who lost the election to.,
current Vice Chairman Caryl Van;,
Overmeiren, R-St, Charles, called
for a new vote. e
Barrett garnered eight votes w0
Van Qvermeiren's 12, with a third
candidate, Doug Weigand, R-
Batavia, getting five votes. o
Board rules say Van Qvermeiren
needed a majority of board members
present and voting. Because boird -
member Cathy Hurlbut, RElgin, was .
absent, there were 25 board memr,
bers on the floor. .
When Van Overmeiren got the . -
12th vote, McCoy was figuring she’
was one vote short of the majority,
she necded. He then voted, casting *
what he thought was the 13th and ..
winning vote. L.
But McCoy forgot that when he |
voted, that meant there were 26
board members voting, and 13 was
not a majority. The vote officially -
stands at 12 because the chairman’ .
only votes when the vote makes a
difference. .
it turned out McCoy should have,
not have voted at all N
“It was entirely my fault,” McCoy -
" said Thursday. “We reviewed the ™
play, and, after further review, the .
decision on the floor is reversed.” -
Executive Comittee member’s
agreed to hold the vote again at |
the January board meeting, pick- "
ing up where they left off. That !
means board members will pro- .
ceed as they would have after the
. failed vote — with renominations ,
and another vote, or as many votes .
as it takes. : o
Committee members also agreed
with McCoy and Assistant State’s
Attorney Bob Sandner, the board’s’ .
lawyer, that state legal opinion al- -
lows Van Overmeiren to continue
scrving as vice chairman untila new
one is elected. :

Contact Steve Lord at (630)
844-5926 or: at-
slord@scnl.com :




Kane mulls site for veterans memorial

W Can’s list: Ommos_m
might pick a spoton

Oo«%mﬁmm@nﬁw site
By Stove Lord 24
STAFF WAITER .@m\nwlﬁ :

GENEVA — The peaceful setting
of pine trees and a stream scon
might gain an added measure of
. solemnity,

The site is where some Kane
County officials want to put a
memorial to the county’s war dead
from the 20th century. The grouping
of pines and the siream.are at the

tree line of a forest at the Kane
County Government Center, in front
of the building at 719 5. Batavia Ave.

Kane County Board Chairman
Mike McCoy, R-Aurora, said this
week he and John Carr, the county’s

Veteran's Affairs director, favor that.

location for the veteran's memorial,
now several years in the planning
but slowly making its way through
the government process.

“It’s not set in stone,” McCoy said
of the location, “It's an idea [ see the
grouping of pine trees as a
background, and it would be
accessible.”

Accessibility is key, said Carr,
because officials see the memorial

“not only as a place of reverence but
also a place of education.”
People visiting the memorial will

" learn such things as there still are 67

county residents listed as missing in
action, there were more than 100,000
American casualties in the U.S, military
during the four months between

" September and December 1944, and

Kane County lost seven people at the

" 1941 attack on Peard Harbor.

“Kane County was a small, rural
county in 1941; to have seven killed
on the first day of the war must have
been quite a shock,” Carr said.
Compiling the names

Carr has taken more than a year

— much lenger than he expected —
to develop a list of more than 700
dead from Kane County in 20th
century wars. He has gleaned
information from the military,
newspapers, cemetery lists,
historical societies and even
survivors to put together the list.
This week, the Kane County
Board Executive Committee
accepted Carr's work and passed it
for approval by the full board, But

Carr admitted despite all the work,

the list probably is not complete.
“It may be a list that’s going to be

near impossible to complete,” he”

said.
Still, Carr wants the list to be

accepted so ﬁ_mau_nm for z:w

memorial can continue, In addition .
{o picking the site, officials need ta:.
formulate a nmmwmn for the’
memorial. It will not be easy,”

. especially considering the-

lopsidedness of war casualties. For
instance, some 547 are listed as-
Kane County casualties from World
War I, while there was only one.:
nmmam_a‘ from the eounty n_E.Sm En
Persian Gulf war.

The county has money set mm_n_m
for the memerial from riverboat -
funds. .-

naaun& Steve Lord at «mm__..c
844-5926 or at slord@scnl.com .




STC students become city officials |

-from Main Street south to

There’s no
learning
experience like
the real thing

lH—H—}-ﬁ—L—
By GRANT MILLER
S aw News Service
N«

ST. CHARLES — Nearly 50
St. Charles East High School
seniors Friday took their
classroom to city hall to learn
how local government works.

.The project was for the
school’'s Government For a
Day program. The seniors sat
in for city officials and de-
bated issues facing the city.

Senior Matt Ploszek was
appointed mayor for the day
and was sworn in by Mayor
Susan Klinkhamer. Ploszek
said the program offered an
unusual opportunity.

“It's an experience you
can only get the effect from
by sitting here,” Ploszek said,
sitting behind the mayor’s
desk. “We've been studying
out of our books all semes-

ter, but this is our best op-
portumty to use that knowl-
edge.”

The seniors debated po-
tential Fox River develop-
ment, the Red Gate Road an-
nexation and other pressing
issues. Friday's program
marked the 10th year seniors
have sat in for city officials.
Sacial  studies  teacher
Andrew Johnson said issues

Robert Barcroft — Chronicle photo staff
St. Charles East student Matt Ploszek oversees a mock
city council meeting Friday during St.. Charles East's
Government Day at the St. Charles Municipal Center.

change, but the experience

for students remains the

same.

“We try to mirror issues
that . are really being dis-
cussed in the city,” Johnson
said. “That way the kids can
come up with their own reve-
lations on current events.”

One proposal discussed
Friday involved a $522,000
riverwalk along the Fox River

Prairie Street. The plan in-
cludes two gazebos, a garden
and benches lining the river-
banks. Insiead of a tax in-
crease, funding would come-
from donations and existing
alcohol taxes.

Senior Grace Howell said
the plan was based on river-
walks in San Antonio, Texas,
and Naperville,

“Not only would it look
beautiful, but it would attract
business, too,” she told the
council,

Social' studies teacher
Jerry Powers said city officials
take student input seriously. |
Powers said some designs for -
the Main Street bridge came-
from ideas presented in pre-
vious Government For a Day
programs.

Johnson said Friday's pro-
gram is proof future city
councils are in good hands.

“I think we can get a sense
of encouragement about the
future, because these kids
will be city council members
wherever they live and we
have some very informed
kids coming through the sys-
tem,” Johnson said. _




~Good morning

H__ _h&&s@m

- EEEE. of wonders. Kane Ooﬁnﬁw

" . Board Ghalrman Mike McCoy can

.‘wnEmE. speak the 't word. As in

:.q. aword McCoy nnmnm B
ﬁwﬁ»&S&g moanﬁE:&

- W word. As in “hike.” ,
" Can'tsay1blame him much, given -

the surly attitude of taxpayers these

. days. And I can't blame them much,
.. either, come to think of it. .
’ But McCay, who may actually be *
. recovering some of his leadership -
. skills after an odd foray into some
_"sort of personal political bunkef;
- acnually mentioned the two words
last week. in connection with the -

continuing' 'problem of an. over-

- crowded jail. -
" Nottharhe's advocatinga referen-
‘aEF s.Ea woF Ia Is ann_w

,w_o\QP

some

En.?

suggesting a litde

discussion on the
- subject might be
¢ inorder.

Since amn ill-

X E._vnowm% sold

referendum

5 . dramatically in
Chuis Bailey 1995, the colnty.
Fox Valleycolurmist. has ‘heen living .

dangerousty. To

date, it has Embmmmn_ to evade the
action, if not the wrath, of the state
and umnm_.& governments; and' avoid
serious injuries to guards ér inmates.

~ - But building dn addition it can' -
..mmo& o operate, as it is planning

n9_< isn't necessarily a wise moann

-advised ' and-

nc.mmﬂob failed .

either. Some influx of revenue —
increased taxes, for those of youwho
don'tunderstand E-.o.m.oémﬂ mvmmw

. —willbereq
And he's right. -

Do I think a referendum request
would pass now? No. Not mﬁun%oc
paid voters for every ‘yes.”

But its discussion is likefy to _mwn.
to rational thought, which, in turn,
could lead to a more sensible solu-
tion, like maybe the sales tax hike of
2 half-percent Sheriff Ken Ramsey
has suggested. -

Either way, 't and .w whatever

- 5mnmo~B.iEcmu¢ommm58m5 :
* . Butif]look pastiny obvious lack

jail m&:ﬂo:.

some g&ﬁﬁmﬁ forwhat the future

might hold at the hands ofthose who'

see themselves as leaders.

’ Butwith candidate filings for Elgin -
mayor and city council positions

only a day away from closing, my

.. nﬁ&obﬁﬁmﬂ-—_wm&niﬁ_ﬁmﬂgw ‘
. beenoflate -~ -
Incumbents Ruth Munson and

Marje Yearman and the now-familiar
Dennis Novomy and Tom Sandor

have filed for three council seats so
" far. Yes, theytend to suffér a predilec-

tion for either: ngwnmm&bm or
near-constant pessimism:’

" . . . of enthusiasm for filing week due to

Huosmiomm nmb&_mmﬂnm .

?uagaﬁm»oaﬂﬁuanmwzﬁ.
vommn_ to mmamnmﬁm s0me, mEﬁE-lﬂ

H:

its sheer repetition or its predictable

" “who's gonna run against Ed Schock”

theories, [ find it has less to do with

.En“ommﬁnmﬁm and their views than

my wmm_h..m that the QQ SEE_
and the mayor are going to have

: <mn<rﬁnm5no§99m n_dxm imme-

diate future,

That rests ma_mE in the umu% of

Elgin School District U-46, which
seems poised to slice away its out-
standing rgifted” and academy
PFORYams _E.nonmuumbw others] even

as it returns the city’s east side to the ,

mnmnmmwsn 19505,

Yes, Y accept that cuts, serious cuts,

are coming — and are necessary to
solve thie district’s financial shortfall,

. Bur'if the-school district wants o
ensure the worst possible oulcome |

for the city over the long term, it is

‘headed in the right direction. Its
_apparent intent to drive from the
‘clty’s east side a middle class that
values mmnB.munE.m oqcnwﬂouana.

%m_&%a@ N&m\a to §§§ N&a Qo§@ \ ail &&&m

gram, m: to serve a fetishi for neigh-
borhood schodls, won't be overcome
by dity - coundil enthusiasm for
downtiown townhouses and a mmbﬁ .
recreation center.

Schools mcnnnna filled: 59
underachievers - via ‘boundary

“changes dictated by volunteer social
. engineerswill become falling neigh-

borhood schools overnight. And no

_ one with any intérest in their child's
‘education' will want Emu. Eb&.mao

attend them, - :
1 dont think Novomny, Nmmnumu ]
Munson, Sandor oranyone elsewho )
mcmbﬂ% files can do anything
about that — only the school board
can. Thus, the tity election simply. |
Eu;mn:ﬁsuumzm:ﬂ:nrﬁﬁmmmnm i
of U-48 actions. )
OEH



Their noses

Kane shemﬁreaping benefits
fmm zts canine division

By George Rawlinson' H ‘) [iY; 2 agreed adding that dogs have an

" SPECIAL TO THE BEACON

Police detection dogs can sniff
out any number of substances, in-
cluding dynamite and other explo-

sives, as well as marijuana, heroin, .

hashish, cocaine, crack and other
dangerous drugs.

“We believe that our dogs are
among the best anywhere,” said
Set. Alan Swanson, who helps head
up the Kane County Sheriffs De-
partrment canine division,

The seven canines assigned to
the department are making a big dif
ference in protecting people and
fighting crime, Swanson said.

“Our dogs have demonstrated an
almost unbelievable talent for detec-
tion, though that's only ane aspect
of their training,” Swanson said.
- “They're very versatile.”

Smart, too. :

Just ask Terry Siers, owner of a
family-based business in Elgin, He's
seen the dogs train on a regular basis.

Siers Feed and Pef Supply, the
store he runs with his wife and son,
is asort of doggy Temptation Island,
& canine training site that comes

- complete with an array of rawhide
l:)f::ies , toys and différent types of

On a recent weelm.lght, Swanson
supervised several police officers
there, observing and offering sug-
gestions as they ran their dogs
through a series of detection tests,
during which each canine was te-
quired to seek out and locate hid-
den substances,

Time was of the essence, and not
succeeding could land both cop and
. canine in the dog house,

“This training is serious business,
something with realworld applica-
tions,” said Swanson, a 22-year police
veteran. “We're here helping one ar
other, but we want results, too.”

A nose ahead of humans

Bob Baloun, a Kane County
deputy and certified canine handler,

“amazing ability," surpassing

human scenting, which is not nearly
as developed.

Idar, a Kane County canine, can
detect scents imperceptible to hu-
mans, says his handler, Eric Fisher,
wheo has been a police officer for al
most a decade.

During the recent run-through,
Idar, a 3%-vear-old German Shep-
herd weighing about 110 pounds,
was able to detect several scents in
less than 10 minutes.

Swansan said he went out of his
way to make it an especially tough
training session, hiding deactivated
explosive material next to open cat-
nip, for example. The sergeant also
hid a drug-scented package among
a pile of dog treats, directly under-
neath a ceiling fan, trying to confuse
Idar even more. -

Dog-officer relationship

‘What does Idar get out of all the
training and hard work?

With every successful “find,” he
gets to play tug of war with his han-

-ler, a reward that's of parantout im -

portance in training, Swanson said.
When detector dogs are sniffing

"and searching frantically for drugs

and explosives, they think it's a game,
trying to find their toy — the one they
think their handler has hidden, ac-
complished by a pretend throw. |

“A good handler learns to read
his dog,” Swanson said. “To the
dog, an opportunity to ‘play’ is toe
good to be missed. That's why
they're so focused during scent dis-
crimination. . . . Essentially, the rela-
tionship between dog and handler is
all about communication.”

In Idar’s case, a great deal of that
communication comes in a fan-
guage other than English. Like
some other Kane County canines,
the dog was born and received ap-
prentice training in Czechoslovalda,

-Fisher bad to learn 20 Czech
commands. He also learned Idar’s
individual characteristics, earning

ROB MATTSON / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Kane Cuunty sheriffs police dog Mar snlffs along the roadside as Deputy Eric Fisher watches during an evening

call in IleKa!b County.

the dog‘s trust, which he says is re-
turned tenfold every day.

“A dog's love is unconditional,” -

Fisher said. “We spend a lot of time
together

As is the case with other Kane
County canine handlers, Fisher
takes kis dog home at m'ght
. Handlers say the detection dogs
make excellent pets when they're
off duty, adding that they're particu-
larly fond of romping around with
children.

Dogs gain prominence
German shepherds make up the

bulk of the sheriff's canine force,

though there is one Labrador
among them,

According to their handlers, not
only do these dogs have a mar-
velous ability to detect scents, hut
they also are extremely good at dis-
tinguishing one odor from another
and remembering it. Scent discrimi-
nation is especially important in de-
tecting differences between bomb
materials and drugs.

“The alerts are different for those
scents,” Swanson said. “With drugs,
the dogs are taught an aggressive
alert, scratching at the object With
a bomb, however, they're taught a
passive alert, When they find some-
thing; they sit down. You don't want
them scratching at a bomb, of
course, taking a chance that the

Depuiy Enc Figher mards Ins partner tdar after the dog suocessfulhf
found a tube contalning crack cocaine during a training exercise.

slightest movement might cause an
explosion.”

Swanson and members of his ca-
nine team train on a regular basis,
sometimes several times a month,
often in a warehouse adjacent to
Siers' feed store, Dogs and dog han-
dlers from other local police depart-
ments also participate.

Not all canines make good detec-
tor dogs. The secret to their success
rests in the selection process. Only
dogs that are fanatic retrievers will
be interested in trying to find an ob-

ject. In addition, only dogs that pre- -

fer a vigorous game of tug of war
over meek surrender of the toy are
chosen for work in a detection dm
sion.

Detector dogs possess a single-
mindedness. To each one, the infro-
ductory phase of training establish-
es that finding a narcotic, for exam-

. ple, is a highly rewarding experi-

ence.

*“They're a lot of things,” Swanson
said of the deputy dogs. “A good
one is intelligent, affectionate and
brave

.+, Qurs are very good ones.”




B~ . in westem Kane
* - feud between two popular politicians,

Kane County Board Chairman Mike
McCoy paints to a map as he speaks dur-

ing an outer-bettway hearing in Big Rock. -
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" Hastert and McCoy
are taking sides.
uﬁoz SCHLUETER-
~ Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — A propased highway
unty has led to a

Ononeside is U.S. House Speaker

Dennis Hastert; third in lide for the
U.S. presidency, who Is a strofig sup-
porter of the Prairie Parkway. )

On the other is Em. ncﬂaq

~ pared to fight to the end.

Board Chairman Mike McCay, who
sees the highway as destroying his
policies of preserving agricultural
land and open space.

Bath enjoy strong support
among their constituencies. Both’
" believe in their causes, Both are pre-

"It’s going to be a long
McCoy said. - L
One of the fundamental issues
nagging both is the eternal ques-
- ion: What comes first, the traffic or
thetoad? - .. : .
" The Tllinois Department of
Transportation, with Hastert's sup-
“port, has taken the unusual step of

w09
301440
go%s

trying to protect a corridor for the
Prairie Parioway without money to
buy ‘rights-of-way, nor statistics to
back up the need fortheroad. .~

Hastert spokesman Brandon
Grometer said the Chicago area has
few north-south routes, that aren't

" choked with traffic.

war,”

: - lost opportunities in DuPage
County tg construct a major north- -

Compounding the problem are

south highway to relieve congestion

" on existing roads. -

- Hagstert supports identifying a
corridor before the explosive growth
slated for-Kane puts the county in
the samke position as its neighbor to

the east, Grometer said o
“The Speaker believes the time
to do that is now,” he said, -

iticians

* McCoy said siting a centerline -

for a new highway will spur growth
and create €ven worse traffic. He
said history is on his side. -
Look at the westward movement
of the ploneers along rivers, wagon

trails and raflroads, he said. .

“They ventured out into virgin
territory and development fol:
lowed,” MeCoysaid,. - - . - -

“Transportation drives land

use.
L

See POLITICIANS, page 2
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