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~ Thursday in Geneva as

County board views

By PAUL DAILING

Kane Gounty Chronicle o

nthe Kane County Jail,
I the ceiling in booking
leaks when it rains.

The stains in the ceilings
are among the first things in-
coming inmates see when-

- being admitted to the over-
crowded facility at 777 E.
Fabyan Parkway.

Aleaky roof was one of
several eyesores Kane County
Roard members saw
Thursday. Six of the seven
new board members toured
the jall, some secing it for the
first time,

The tour, hosted by Sheriff
Kenneth Ramsey and Chief of
Corrections Todd Extine, -
brought members up to date
onthe jail’s poor conditions
and plans for a new 600-bed
jail to replace the curtent site.

. Mark Davoust, R-3t. .
Charles, was out of the coun-

- try and did not attend.
Chairman Karen McConn-
aughqy had scheduled a tour
for the new members on Dec.
8, however, no one could at-
tend.

The new jail is planned for

uring

hrong

Kane County Board member Hollie Kissane peers into an inmate holding cefl at th
part of a tour for the new members of the county board.

onditions at the jail

Kane County Jail by the numbers:—l

» Opened: October 1975.

Additions made in 1984, " .

1989 and 1996

» Estimated square |

footage: 87,000 square

fest . )

« Capacity: 398 prisoners
 Cyrrently houses: 413
prisoners; 78 prisoners an
average were housed in
McHenry County Jail per day
in 2004. :

. McHenry County charges $67

* aday per prisoner; prisoners
also sent to Jefferson and
Kendall counties.
« Guards on day shift: 11

013
« Ratio of prisoners to
guards: 4010 1,t0120t0

"1, depending on type of cel

» Cost to house one:
prisoner per day: $38
{excluding overhead)
» Security status: Entire jail
now considered maximum
security. Former medium
security cell blocks designed
for 16 prisoners, currently
hold 32. Original maximum .
security cell blocks designed
for three prisoners, currently
hold six to eight.

- Kane County Chronicle

the Judicial Center campus at
Peck Road and Route 38 and
is expected to cost $42 mil-
lion.

‘When the new jail is built,
Ramsey said he knows what
he warits to do with the cur-
rent facility. .

“] want to be the one te

-push the plunger and blow it

up," he said.
" The jail opened in
October 1975. Ramsey said

formet board Chairman Phil

“Elfstrom declared it full in
‘January 1976.° - - .

~ “We've always beenbe-
hind the eight ball,” said -
James Mitchell, R-Notth -
Aurora, ;
Mitchell is chairman of.

- the Judiciary/Corrections/

Public Safety Committee,
which McConnaughay re-
cently created by mergingits’
component comimittees.

e freu
e Kane County Correctional Fatility

berg — Chronicle photo staft

_ The jail houses 413 in-
mates, 15 more than its ca-
pacity. Overflow inmates are
sent to jails in McHenry,
Jefferson and Kendall couni-
ties. '

McHenry County, which
housed an average 78 Kane
County inmates per day in
2004, charges $67 a day per
inmate.

Lee Barrett, R-East
Dundee, said this is lower
than the 574 they usually
charge because Kane
County houses some of
McHenry County’s juvenile
offenders. .

McHenry County used to
charge $50 per prisoner.
However, facilities for juve-
niles since have been con-
structed in other counties.

“Unfortunately, they're
available cheaper than
ours,” Mitchell said

Kane County charges
about $80 per juvenile of-

- fender.

Ramsey said the jail's de-
sign has made it inefficient
to maintain and sometimes
a safety threat.

SeeJAIL, page 2
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County

looks for.
answers
for jail

-~ 04 Didy Herctd

BY GARRETT ORDOWER
Doily Hernld Staf] Writer

Few would argue the Kane

. County jail has too marty people

init.
At least 500 people stay in the

* 400-bed facility daily. At times,
_ that number has spiked to 700.

In the wake of the fifth mis-
taken release of an inmate sitice
late 2000, Sheriff Ken Ramsey
likened the environment — cre-
ated by crowding and adearth of
staffing — to a pressure cooket
with its lid ready to blow.,

In July 2002, the county tried
to relieve that pressure by

approving a 200-bed expansion. .

Last year, it backed away frorn
the plan.

But even if the $12 million
addition had gone forward, said
corrections and rehabilitation
committee ‘head Karen
McConnaughay, it wouldn't have

done much to prevent such mis- | -
takes as Friday's release of

35-year-ald Marceah Spikener of
Aurora or that of 21-year-old
Juan L. Rarnirez in January.

“t's symaﬁtomaﬁc of some-
thing that all of us have to come
to terms with,” said
McConnaughay, the Republican
nominee for Kane County Board
chairman, “"The fact is that the
criminal justice m is OVer-
ioaded, and whether we had an
additional 200 beds or not

would not have prevented |

something like this.”

Critics of the plan said adding
beds to the old jail sim%lywmﬂd
have kept in place inefficiencies
inherent to the 28-year-old
building. And in the long run,
they said, it would cost far more
in additional staff than might
eventually be spent on building
anew jail.

“You need to look at the whole
process,” said Jim Mitchell, head
of thetjfdidary committee. “Not
just the jail and how many
people go in there."

‘When consultants pitch plans
ta solve problems with the jail at

See JAILon PAGE 9

7 e

Jall: Sheriff already Had a shake-up planned

Confinyed from Puge 1

the county.s March 3 executive

. committee meeting, it will be

exactly those long-term solu-

tions eyadgress.
One possibility is to put the
new ja.iP near the sjte of t.ll'?e Kane

County judicial Center, which
could significantly lessen the
amount of time corrections offi-
cers and employees spend
transporting inmates. .
McConnaughay said it's those
same employees who work in
the beoking department, which
was responsible for at least the
past two mistaken releases.
When they spend time trans-
porting péopie, they are taken
out of the booking process at
the jail ’
Though the $12 million price
tag floated earlier for a tempo-

rary solution seems high, the

cost of staff accounts for 90 per-
cent of the costs of
incarceration, she said.

The existing bullding requires
more people working ta keep
the jail secure than would be
needed in a facility with a better
design, she said. .

“The place is like a maze,”
‘McCunnaugha&said.
- An option that will be dis-
cussed at the executive
committee meeting will be a
300-bed building that could be
expanded and could also pro-
vide relief quickly.

Ramsey placed most of the
blame for Friday's incident on
hurnan emor, sagmg if the poli-
cies in place had been followed
itwould not have happened.

Burt be said those policies and
other operations will be revis-

" does,” McConnau

ited. In response to Ramirez’s
release, Ramsey already had
planned a major shake-up in
staff to take effect Feb. 22,

The board did provide for six
more corrections officers last
year, but they remain in the
gight-month hiring and training
process. On Saturday, Ramsey
said he needed 50 additional
officials.

The short-term solutions,
McConnaughay said, will have
to come from the sheriff and his
staff as they manage the day-to-
day details. :

"We don't tun the jail. He
aysald.

That leaves the lingering
quastion of the jail facility fiself.

Mitchell said the best-case
seenario would include about
300 beds ready in a more-effi-
clent facility ina year.
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i-An inmate at the Kane Counl

83

\
|

ty
ery to
nly released

#Tuesday night, sheriff's deputies

g hreld on

jail whowas bein|
ggravated batt
of Elgin, was released fromthe

K|

charges of a
returned to jail

ysaid. Juan Landre Ramirez, 21, -

&
¥

JKane County Adult Corrections
- "Center in Geneva just after' 7

+ another inmate, deputies said.

i He was found Wednesday and

. a child was mistake

1
W
1
It
. :';'p.m. when he'was mistaken for
Pl
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Architects make pitch

for Kane jail project

B Six firms in running:

Three who make first

cut will be back Dec. 9

By Linda Girandi
SPECIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

GENEVA — Were it not for the
Kane County seal, the board room
drama played out much like a
scene in Donald Trump’s reality
series The Apprentice.

Six architectural firms, each
proclaiming to be experts in the
field, this week gave elaborate
presentations to members of the
Kane County Board on why they
should be selected to design a new
600-bed jail.

The difference: No one was
fired. .

But no one was hired yet, either.

The Jail Project Steering
Committee will narrow the list to
three prospective firms, and invite
them back for a second round of
interviews on Dec. 9. The group
will single out one firm on Dec. 16
for recommendation, with County
Board action at the January
meeting. Contract negotiations
will follow.

“We like to believe we are ready
for this challenge,” Kane County
Board chairman-elect Karen
McConnaughay said.

The firms, ranging in teams of
two to 10, were each given 25
minutes to give reasons why they
should be the architectural leader
for the estimated $48 million
project.

McConnaughay, chairman of
the County Board’s Corrections
and Rehabilitation Committee,
said the three-hour exercise gave
board members an opportunity to
grasp the complexity of the issue.

Since 1992, the county jail has
been strained with an increasing
number of inmates. Funding has
been a primary obstacle to a
solution.

“We have set a-goal to build a
facility that is going to be the most
cost-effective to operate,”
McConnaughay said. “That's why
this is going to be successful.” -

The six competing architects
are:
® The DLR Group of Chicago. -
m HDR Architecture Inc. of
Chicago. : _
& Healy, Bender & Associates Inc.
from Naperviile.

® RQAW Consulting Engineers &

Architects of Indianapolis, Ind. " -

® Teng & Associates Inc. of -

Chicagae.
m Wold Architects and Engineers
of St. Paul, Minn.

Each said they had access to
firms specializing in a full range of
disciplines, from engineering to
food services. They emphasized
their experience in designing
facilities in Iilinois, including ones

in Kendall and Will counties ,and

states throughout the country. -
The design teams attempted to

draw distinctions of having.

experience in local projects in
both Kane and DuPage counties
and for being sensitive to
residential neighborhoods
surrounding the Kane County
Judicial Center on Route 38 in St.
Charles. They addressed security
issues, costs and operational
efficiencies. .

The existing jail at 777 E.
Fabyan Parkway in Geneva has a
design capacity of 399 inmates,
but Tuesday’s population was 520,
according to Chief of Corrections
Todd Exline.

“We waat to do it right and plan
for future expansion -~ something
that has never been done correctly
in the county,” Undersheriff Mike
Anderson said. .

A formal public hearing
schedule, Web site and newsletter
will be established to keep citizens
up-to-date. The first public
informational meeting is
scheduled for Jan 27. :

]
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Six firms

-

ﬁﬂ—l

present chronde .

plans for

_cou:r_l'tyjajl |

. Final decision
to come in January

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronlcle

GENEVA - Six teams of architects
tried to sell themselves to the county
board Tuesday as the best choice to
deslgn a new 600-bed jail.

Members of the county board and
the Jail Steering
Committee listened
as the architects
cach had 25 min- ¥
utes to give their
spiels.

“The process is
an education for the
county board and
the public,” said
Karen McCon-
naughay, R-5t. Char-
les, chairman of the Corrections and
-Rehabilitation Committee and board
chairman-elect.

McConnaughay would not say
after the presentations which firm
she preferred.

Twelve firms responded to a re-

- guest for qualifications. Of those, six
were chosen to give their presenta-
. tions at the public meeting Tuesday
¢ night.
‘Three of those firms will be cho-
- sen to be interviewed, with a final se-
i lection by the county board at its
January meeting. -

A 600-bed jail built out on the
campus of the Judicial Center at Peck
-Road and Route 38 is expected to
cost $42 million.

Kane County's present jail has a
capacity of 400, but typically there
are more than 500 people in the
county'’s custody. The overflow is
shippéd to counties that have excess
jail space.

The six firms were The DLR Group
from Chicago, HDR Inc. of Chicago,
Healy Bender Associates from
Naperville, RQAW from Indianapolis,
Teng & Associates of Chicago and
" 'Wold Architects and Engineers, head-
quartered in St. Paul, Minn,

All the firms listed their experi-

P

ences in jail constructon and their

willingness to work with the county
and the public to get the project
done. :

" The firms also touted their con-
nections to Kane County.

For example, even though RQAW
is from Indianapolis, Wight & Co. is
part of its design team. Wight & Co.
designed the county's Judicial Center
and Juvenile Justice Center.

- Wold has offices in Elgin.

See JATL, page 2

P L. T

Hyail

Continued from page 1

Teng designed the bridge
over the railroad tracks at
Keslinger and Peck roads, as
well as the county's build out
of the circuit clerk’s office on
Randall Road.

Each of the presentations
also mentioned the casts of
operating a jail, which can
outstrip the cost of construc-
. tion after several years.

. . The Judicial Center will

‘4 _ pose problems, in thata major

I""?.'.[l.';‘[]:.lrﬂ.[ gas pipeline bisects

L i,

\\_,/

the property. Also, residential
neighbothoods have been
inching closer to the site since
the Judicial Center was builtin
the early 1990s.
. Adetention pond adjacent
to the Judicial Center might
‘have to be relocated to
squeeze a fail in next courts-
building, -

Like McConnaughay, jail
director Cmdr. ‘Todd Exline
would not reveal his favorite
design firm. .

“They all bring something
unique to the table,” Exline
said.

“
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and when the companies come back
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.. Assaciates, a national . firm

dail: Committee tried to include some local firms

noa___.,_:m.a from page 1

The architeét selection is

part of the projects early’

" . stages. <

-+ The firms include a _.o:.%
- proposal from RQAW Corp.,
- of Indianapolis,* and the

. Wight company, of Downers..

Grove; Healy, . Bender. and
Associates Inc., of Naperville;
the DLR Group, a national
firm with an office in Chicago;
Wold - Architects -+ and

L Engirieers, -a national firm

architects

*-with “an -office in Elgin;
. Omaha-based- 'HDR com-

pany; ‘and Teng and

sen by January, she said. because of concerns from maximum of64,
i ~ B . ° .
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‘whether to cut the group fur-

with an office in Chicago.
McConnaughay said the

firms will present their design

plans at the forum, but a

_-question-and-answer period

would not take place bécayse

-of concern of fairness issues
-such as eéach firm being asked
the, same question. She said
.the selection panel.specifi-
. cally wanted to make the pre-
“sentations public.. © - .

The committee at a differ-
ent meeting then will consider

ther and eventually call for

formal bids with the paossibil-

ity of an architect being cho-

- Kane * County Sheriff's
Office ‘Chief of - Corrections

Todd Exline, a panel member,

said the agency seeks “a safe
and efficient design”- and
enough bed space to house
the county’s inmate popula-
tion. o .

. “We are very pleased with
the recent process,” Exline
said. “Ithink we are moving
forward in leaps and bounds.”

The new project is con-

" trary to a previously approved
-$12 million addition to. the:

county’s - cwrrent jail on
Fabyan Parkway. The addition -
was abandoned late last year

some county board members
that the addition was a short-
term fix to the jail's over-
crowding problems. - _
Exline said the jail’s cur-’

‘rent capacity is 399 inmates,

but the jail populaton on

~Thursday was 550 -inmates.

The county also pays to house
inmates in other county jails.
" The - county ... Adult

‘Corrections report shows that

the jail has been consistently

" over capacity in the last four-

years. In the 31 daysof August,
the report shows the jail was

- over capacity each day by a:

minimum of 29 inmatesanda

ard on the jail.

~ SeeJAIL, page2

to move forw
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Kane pane Seeks
jail at courthouse

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — This ¢could be Kane
County’s version of Back to the Fu-
fure.

The favored place for a new coun-
ty jail appears to be next to, and pos-
gibly connected to, the Judicial Cen-
ter on Route 38 in St. Charles Town-
ship. That is similar to the county’s
situation before 1972, when the old

"jail adjacent to the Courthouse on
Third Street in Geneva was closed,
and the county built a separate ]all
on Fabyan Parkway.

But even as the Corrections and
Rehabilitation and Judiciary com-
mittees voted together Tuesday af-
ternoon to put the Judicial Center
site front and center, they agreed to
keep open the idea of building a
new jail at the present Fabyan Park-
way site and even adding onto and
rehabbing the current jail.

““There are a lot of unanswered
questions,” said board member
Karen McConnaughay, R-St.
Charles, who was chairman of the

" joint meeting. “We're saying we re-
ally prefer the Judicial Center site,
with the caveat that we have to fill in
a lot of other details.” -

The committees were spurred on

by new numbers from jail consul-

tant Voorhies-Robertson of Co?
orado, which showed that, over 1%
years, bmldmg a new jail at the Judi
cial Center would be about $27,5.
million cheaper than building a new :
jail at Fabyan Parkway. .

The numbers were based large'fy
on the two biggest costs connecteq.
to a jail project:-construction ex-
pense and the cost of staffing the
jail.

The savings is based on the 1dea
that staffing will be significantly
cheaper with a new, better-designéd
jail. Also, the county will not have t¢”
pay to send prisoners to other coun
ty jails, as it does now.

Board member Doug Weigand
R-Batavia, said despite the savings,
the board still might not be able to
afford building a new jail anywhere.

“Rehabbing the current jail mfﬁr
be the only practical solution,” h¢
said. "We only have one, finite pot of
money.” )

Building and stafﬁug a new jail ab ,
either site will cost more than $300
million over 15 years, the Voorhies:,
Robertson numbers said. Currently’
the county has about $12 milliontg"
start the first phase of a new build-
ing, but officials need to look -at
what kind of financing would he.
necessary to keep going through
the second phase.

e
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'County
icials

BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Staff Waiter :

Building a new jail next to the
Kane County Judicial Center
emerged Tuesday as the pre-
ferred alternative amon
officials overseeing the county’s
long-debated jail expansion
project.

."The consensus is that the
judicial center is a good idea,”
said Karen McConnaughay,
chairwoman of the county
board’s corrections and rehabil-
itation committee, "if we can
find a way to pay forit.”

At the same time, board
membess indicated thelr prefer-

ence would be to have anew jail |
connected to the courthouse | :
and not just a frcestanding |-
building on the judicial center |-

campus.

Moere than a year ago,
MceConnaughay's committee
scrapped a plan to build a $12
million addition to the chroni-
cally crowded jail on Fabyan
Parkway in Geneva in favor of

- exploring alternatives.

That committec and the
county beard’s judiciary com-
mittee have been working with
the Colorado-based consulting
firm Voorhis/Robertson Justice
Services Inc. to look at building
a new jail in favor of fixing the
old one.

In the last three weeks, the
consultant’s work has essen-
tially narrowed the choices
down to two: build next to the
eadsting jail or start over at the
county's judicial center in St.
Chatles.

For the second time in a
month, Jim Robertson pre-
sented board membe;s with
projected cost figures showing
wh;t it would take to build a
new 768-bed facility in either
location.

Over a 15-year period, the
numbers, which include figures
for construction and staffing the
jail in any form, show a $27.5

" million savings if the county

builds a jail at the judicial
center.

But the f; don't present &
sunple cholce because Robert-
s0M's projections break the jail
project into two phases: one
288-bed phase done in 3 years

See JAL on PAGE 12

R —

Jail: Questions §

linger about
the finances
Contined from Fage I

and thie other 480-bed phiase

done gver the course of the next H

lZyear

For just construction, phase

one at the judicial center would
cost nearly $11.4 million, with
phase two adding another $37
million. The construction costs
at the existin%jail' site are
slightly cheaper but the staffing
costs are much higher, accord-
ing to Robertson’s projections.
But some argund the board
table, incliding Doug Weigand,

- a Bawvia Repu hcan have their

doubts.
He stressed the importance of

building a jail connected to the
courthouse, but questioned if it.

allwould ever be done.
‘Weigand pointed to the origi-
nal judicial center plans that
showed a jail in that site’s long-
term design.
“It's been 10 years T.here, and
we haven't done phase two,” he

said. “What happens if you dont 1

build this phase two?"
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Study: Jailat

Judicial Center

saves money

hronicle¥

3-2U-04

L

Project would cost millions less
fo operate than Fabyan facility

" ByTOM SCHIUETER
. Kane Cdunt)_(Cbmnicle

.over 15 years than the same
facility on Fabyan Parkway.
The study by Voorhis/

Robertson Judicial Services
said constructing and operat-
ing a 788-bed jail at the Judicial
Center site would cost $303.9
million over 15 years, while
one built at the current jail site
would cost $331.5 million. .

- Members of the Judiciary
and Corrections and
Rehabilitation ~ comumittees
met Tuesday in a special joint
session to consider the project
and to hear the pros and cons
of the options. . ,

with $12 million set aside
for an abandoned 200-bed
jail addition plan, the county
- still must find $40 million to

1" $50 million to build-the new

facility.
~/“We have not even talked
o the financial people,” said

“ 7| Karén McConnaughay, R-St.

Charles, the Corrections and
.Rehabilitation ~ Comumittee

chairrman. :
Tuesday's meeting pared
options presented to Executive
.| "Committee members on
- .March 3.

McConnaughay said she is

confident the county can find
money to build a new jail,
possibly through its current
bonding ability.
“Tuesday's discussion, with

. several board members in at-
- tendance who do not siton ei-
. . “ther. commiftee, left it ‘clear
GENEVA — A jail at the'-
"Judicial Center would cost.
$27.5 million less to operate’

that the Judicial Center site
now is the preferred option.
One change to the plan

that was not a topic of the

‘March 3
meeting is

physical
connection
between
the jail and
i the court-

" house.

C.Such a

connection

McConnaughay would be

. more secure
and eliminate the need to

transport inmates several
miles from the site in Geneva
on Fabyan Parkway. '

The plan calls for the proj-

ect to be completed in two

“phases. The first phase would.
see a 288-bed $16.4 million fa-

cility at the Judicial Center.
This would require the old jail
to remain open a minimum of
three more years.

The 480-bed second phase
would cost $40 million to $50
million._

The 15-year costs include
staffing at two facilities.

Former Corrections and
Rehabilitation -~ Comumittee
Chairman Douglas Weigand,
R-Batavia, warned that once
the first phase begins, county
officials are committed to the

second phase.

See JAIL, page 2

providing a

Jail X
Continued from page 1

‘He reminded board mern-
bers of a 1995 master plan for

the Judicial Center that called -

for the sheriff's office, jail and

‘|*. circuit clerk’s office to be added
tothécampus,” * 7 - T

“a ot of it has never been

" built. You still have to maintain

existing assets,” Weigand said.
. Weigand . asked = board

members not to make deci-
sions until they had all the
costs, including the original
200-bed addition.

Weigand said he prefers the
jail to be at the Judicial Center,
but the county might not be
able to afford it. oo

“Maybe the choice "you
make is not oné you like, but
it's the one you .can afford,”
Weigand said. “Given our $12
million, maybe-the 200-bed
{addition) is the only practical
solution we can afford.”
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show of support. - ‘
. “The judges voted -unani- -
‘mously to build the jail on the §
7 campus of the Judicial Center,”
ti- DiMarzio said. S
- McCoy, who is not seeking
er | . re-election, said he hopes 1o
st | haveasite selectéd and an ar- -
he | chitect under contract by the. .
.-+ | timeheleaves office Nov. 30.
Ted . He said each site has ad-
ry. | - vantages and disadvantages.
e | . The Judicial Center site
ti- | -would be more cost-effective,
ne | whilethecurrehtjailhas_. an es-
13 tablishedland use. - )
er | . =~ The Judicial Center sité is
near more subdivisions than
it. | the current jail complex, and
2" some of the residents -might
Car- | notlil;ehqvinga.jailbuiltmerg,
Ay | he saith % ¥ L
we |- - “There is a lot more people
living out there. We have to lis-
,at | tén to citizen input,” McCoy
ble | said. - : o .
¥'s . The county would have to
L - -conduct public hearings to
ec- | gatherthatinput he said. '
as " In the most likely scenario,
g .| the new jail would be built in
77| phases. I it is built at the
ice | tjudicial Center, Phase I would
s | call for a 300-bed complex,
en |. meaning some inmates still
es- | wotﬂdbehousedatmeFabyan
eir | - site. ) . :
an- ~ The 300-bed Phase 1 would
cost$1l.4million. .
sis- . Corrections and . Rehab-
lob. | ilitation Committee Chairman
an- ‘KaljenMCCo’nnaughay said she
wral: | favorsthis approach.
ely ‘| Moving all opetations t0
jay | theJudicial Center site into a
o 768-bed . facility would cost
pe- $48.8 million, money that the
he- | countydoesnothave.
ofa’ However, McConnaughay
its | said there might be a way 10
id. .- |" have the jail consolidated at

Jail

© county’s
" move to the 80-acre Route 38.

_______.__a_____'u——_—:,:_.'—_‘_—-__'————‘“‘_"—_"——_-—w

Cdntinued from page 1.

DiMarzio said all of the
judges support a

and Peck Road site. Former

" chiefjudgés Grant Wegner and
" Gene Nottolini also attended §
Wednesdays meeting as 2

e

- Jion, while a 768-bed

~ KRANE LOUNTY LrunicLe

the courts. ' S
. “It's worth taking another
look at-different funding op-
tions,” McConnaughay said.

One option would be to
use the $2.7 million that the
county spends annually to
house prisoners in other juris- -
dictions for a bond payment, -

. ‘she said.

T h e
board also
should look
d  at using pro-
ceeds from
the ° re-
| corder’s of-
fice or river- .
boat- funds,

. shesaid. .
Wegner ““1.Ch-
nically, riverboat funds are te-
stricted to educational, envifon- '
mental and economic develop-

. ment purposes. McCoy said the

Grand Victoria Foundation has
told him that the money is not

to be used for ajail

Robertson figured 15-year

-costs for all four options. A 288-

bed addition to the existing jail
would cost, $263.4 million, in-

. dludi;ig;"‘=--’._dpp§_tn15c:ﬁon and

staffing.
A 768-bed new facility on
Fabyan Parkway would cost
$279.3 million.

At the Judicial Center, a
300-bed facility would be the
most expensive at $294.2 mil-

same site has a 15-year cost of
$269.5 million. '
McConnaughay said the -
300-bed cost is misleading be-
cause it assumes operating two
facilities for 15 years, something

. she said would not happen. '

" A 200-bed addition to the
existing jail approved by the
board in 2002 would have cost
$260.5 million over 15 years.

The Corrections and Re-
habilitation Committee
scrapped the 200-bed addi-
tion a year ago, calling it a,
bad design. .
" The existing jail has a ca-
pacity of 400. Jail director Todd

Exline said 510 people were in .

custody onWednesday, with 73
housed in other jails.

e
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What to

do about
the jail
in Kane

Consultants delzver options
o county board members
BY PATRICE WALDRON D/u//ﬂ/
Dy Herald Sof] Wrier T3 'V /v}Lmjdl
The county’s jail consultants Jaid eut vari.
ations of two possihle versions of a new and
much largér Kane County jail Wednesday,
bringing the years-old debate down toa
questen of here or there,

Even though the cholces came wiapped
in preliminary cost esti-

b= ———
mates that most] count 1 .
officials don't belicve te .

" the'whole financial story, . Pama
the county’s top judge and - * Pane]to
sheriff wasted no time study
plcking a side. . - reforming

" “Right now we have one

Systam.

of the most fragmented -

. court systems in the state,” |

« Chief  judge Phillip .
DiMarzlo satd, referencing how the fail.
courthouse and court clerk’s office are in
three locations In two different cities. T am
confident you will ser the benefits of build-
ing at the judicial center.”

- %iMarzlo. backed unanimously by the
county’s other judges, asked the board 1o
stop talking about additions and cholces
am?take a step toward consolidating the
court systetn on one plece of landl.

" After spending the Jast four years talking
about an addition tp the overcrowdced jail

on Fabyan Parkwuy in Geneva, the presen-
tation by jail expert Jim Robertsan put the
focus back on bullding a lockup next to the

- ¢riminal courts building off Route 38 in St.
Charles .

But as Robertson's piesentation of five

sometimes overlapping variations of the

" SeedAll.on PAGE S

Jail: County has $12 million
set aside for construction -

Contémeed from Page 1

two alternatives shawed, it’s not
a sitnple decision.
The variations start with

keeping the 28-year-old, 398--

bed jail off b
building a 204-bed addition.
That’s the $12 million project
approved by the county board
in 2002 but later tabled.

The other options end with

the eventual demolition of the *

existing jail in place of a new jail
built piece-by-piece either at
the Fal Parkway site or adfa-
cent to the county judiclal
center off Route 38 in St
Charles, several miles away.

"In each of these options you
can make good plahning doci.
sions that move you into the

* future,” Robertson snid, - .

" Part of the new analysis com-
pared the cost of building and
staffing cach alternative over
the next 15 years. Each option
presented b with it o differ-
ent jail capacity ranging from
607 to 768 beds. Each option
also has room for more.

The key, board members and

. Jail consultants say, is to build .

something that gets the largest
and most secure jall with the
fewest guards.

That benchmark has focused

attention on building a new

facllity at the exdating site or the .

judicie center,

ered for new construction aBow
for completion over a number

of years,
Specifcally, one plan calls for

" 2 300-bed Jail to be built a1 the

Judiclal center that could be

- used in concert with the old jail.

The two-jail system would be
temporary until more cells
could be al?yedm the new facll-
Ity, eventually bringing 785 beds
on line with potential ?or maTe,

Robertson's numbers show -

that the first 300-bed phase

wauld cost nearty $11.4 million, -

but stafling would add about $5
million to the jail's payroll
because two facilities d be
runming, . : :

That number eventually
would fall whes the judicial

‘center fail is completely buile..

Robertson said the completed
judicial center jail would cost
more to bulld — nearly $49 mil-

“lion — but saves ini long-term

costs,
His evaluation shows the ratio

. of guards to inmates would rise

from 3.4 inmates per guard
today te 4.7 inmates per guard

- must be usedo quickdy
Both locations being consid- -

based on handling nearly
double the mmber of inmates..
“That's an outcome many
board mernber could live with,
“The last option Is the most
cost cificlent of them all,” said

ut  board member Gerald Jones, an

Aurora Democrat, talking abaut
the 768-bed judicial center jail

Getthég there won't be easy.

Boar, member  Doug
Weigand, a Batavia Republican,
said he believas the cost esti-
mates and seaffing projectons
they are based on are flawed,
Plus, ke predicted bullding a jail
at the fudicial center site would
be met with a storm of resis-
tanee from nearby residents.

"There was a lot of criticism
toward the {juvenile justice
center), let alone a jail,”
Weigandsaid. | -

County board Chalnman Mike
McCoy, an Atrora Republican,
said he would call for public
hearings if a dectsion was made
to build op the judiclal center
site.

-He said he$ a fan of keeping
the Jail where it is, but admits a
jall next ta the courthouse Likety
is, long-term, the most cost-
effective solution.

Karen McConnaughay, a §t,
Charles Republican and chair-
man of the baard’ corrections
and rehabilitation commitiee,
sald all the new information
choose
a site and to explore funding
options, -

The county has $12 milllon
set aside for jall construction,
but McConnaughay believes
other sources could be tapped
without mistng property taxes.

Sources could include river-
boat funding, a sales tax
increase for public safety pro-
jects, or taking thé money now
paid to McHenry County to
house inmates from Kane
County and using it te pay
down new debt accumulated
for jail building, B

Robertsan’s projections show |-
renting jail space outside the
county for local prisoners would
cost $75 milllon over the next 15
years if current jail conditions

' don't change,

Board members did not ke a
vote on the fail issue Wednesday | .
but huned the new options over
1o the board’s comrections com-
mittee for further dehate,

That committee is expected
to-gather more comprehensive
cost figures and come up with a
recommendation sometime this

* apring.

Panel to study court reform

BY PATRICK WALDILON
Dty Freratd Staff Woter

New concrete cells and steel
bars won't be the only answer ta
fixing the county’s jail's chrenic
crgwding problem, o

Mare than a year agé, consul-
tants from the MNational Institute
of Comrections told Kane County
Sheriff Ken Ramsey and other
county teaders that a broader
approach was needed to
streamline the entire criminal
justice system.,

On Wednesday, the county
board’s executive committee
tgok a step toward that goal by
avtherzing the formadon of a
fustice Policy Advisory Commit-
tec.

The panel's goal s to think-up
and recommend new proce-
dures Lthat can speed up the
oounty’s court system and help
eliminate a backlog of cases that

- delays Justice and ultimately

.crowds the county jail.

It will be made up of the
county board chairman, the
state’s attorney, the public
defender, the sheriff, the chair-
man of the county board’s
comections and rehabilitation

- corunittes, the chief fudge, the

rrrudt s dladk a melien ahiaf

dents, .

The committee it txpected to
be up and running within two
months,

jim Mitchell, a North Aurpra
Republican and chainman of the
county board's judiciary com-
mittee, gaid he sees this new
panel playing an active role in
the jail-building process. .

e group likely will make
recomrnendations as to what
jail option to take and weigh in
as to why its best. .

“They will need to be involved
In the Issues,” he said.

But beyond that, members
can build upon work already
dane by membecs such as Chief
Judge Philiip DiMarzio.

Last year, DiMarzic asked the
baard te hire two additional
public defenders.

The two extrm public defense
lawyers would help move crimi-
nal cases through the courts
and relieve the jail of inmates as
thelr cases nre closed, he

ed,’ .
arﬁjs a recommendation that
was accepted and appears to be
working. As.of Wednesday, the
398-bed jall was lousing 506
Inmates, according to Jail chief
Todd Exline. That’s down ﬁ:om

LI e T




Consultant: Kane
should build jail

at Judicial Cen

/4 o4
By Steve Lord &)’&C{J\’\

- STAFF WRITER
GENEVA — A consultant Wednes-
day said constructing a new jail next
to the Kane County Judicial Center
will be more cost-effective than re-
building the current county jail, .
Consultant Jim Robertson, of
Voorhis-Robertson of Colorado, pre-
sented the County Board Executive

Committee numbers that show a new .

jail at the Judicial Center on Route 38
west of Geneva not only is cost-effec-
five but possible, .

“The driving force behind this was,
how do we get the long-term staffing
cost down, how do we get the jail over
to the Judicial Center, and is there a
way we can afford it?” said board
member Karen McConnaughay, RSt
Charles.

“I'm sui’pri_sed and happy to see

that the construction costs make
sense,” said board member Gerry
Jones, D-Aurora. S

Robertson presented design ideas
based on modular construction,
which means the county could build
as little or as much as it can afford,
when it can afford it. McConnaughay,
chairman of the Corrections and Re-
habilitation Comtmittee, said the hoard
“can implement this in any portion we
want.” ' .

Voorhis-Robertson based its evalu-
ations on projections that jail popula-
tion will increase to 735 inmates by
2018,

Pay as you go

Robertson said if an entirely new jail
were built, over time, by 2018, it would
cost the county about $48.8 million
over 15 years. Staff cost during that
time would be $269 miltion.

If a renovated jail were built at the
existing jail site on Fabyan Parkway on
Geneva’s east side over that 15year pe-
tied, construction cost would be about
$1 million less, but staffing would cost
$279 million, almost $10 million more
than at the Judicial Center.

Robertson said staffing costs would
be higher due to the inefficient design
on Fabyan Parkway and more staff
needed to transport prisoners from
the jail to court at the Judicial Center,

The key number Robertson cited
was the inmate-to-staff ratio. Op
Fabyan, there would be 172 staff
members needed, or 4.5 inmates to
staff, and at the Judicial Center, there
wotld be 164 staff members needed,
oraratio of 47 inmates to staff. -

“We were very focused on staffing
efficiencies,” Robertson said.

The cost of building the first part of
a jail at the Judicial Center, which
would add 300 new beds and bring the
total beds to 699, was estimated at
$11.4 million, The board has had

- about $12 million set aside for a jail ad-

dition, o
“We had to make sure you had a
process where you could pay as you

.g0,” Robertson said.

Logical site .

Moving the jail to the Judicial Cen-
ter would meet with approval from
the judiciary. Philip DiMarzio, chief
judge of the 16th Circuit Court, told
board members moving the jail to the
Judicial Center would save the time it
takes to transport about 50 to 60 pris-
oners at least half an hour a day to
court appearances, ;

“The board has a chance to take
the first step to put the jail where it
logically belongs, next to the court-
house,” DiMarzio said. :

County Board Chairman Mike
McCoy, R-Aurora, suggested the
next logical step would be for the
board to pick which site it likes, the
Judicial Center or Fabyan. The next
step would be to hire an architect to.
get a definite design, based on the
modular approach suggested by
Yoorhis-Robertson,

The Corrections Committee will
take up making a firm recommenda-
tion, and board members will subimit
questions about the project in writing
to Voorhis-Robertson.



Judges support
building jail at
St. Charles site

By William Presecky

ATk "\\) il

Tribune staffrepnrter HV'{ ;‘Li) r% shouldplck i swe

Whether done in phases or
all at once, the construction of
any new jall in Kane County
' | should be on the campus of the
county's judicial center in St.
Charles, Chief Judge Philip Di-
Marzio said Wednesday.

Backed by other court offi-
clals, including two of his most
recent predecessors, DiMarzio
told the County Board's Execu-
tive Committee that the Kane
judiciary thinks any jail ex-
pansion should be at the-120-
acrejudicial campus at Hlinois
Highway 38 and Peck Road in
St. Charles.

With two courthouses, the
County Jail and cireuit clerk’s
office all in different locations,
DiMarzio described Kane's de-
centralized judicial system as
“one of the mast fragmented in
the state.”

As a result, he said, “The
time loss is considerable, the
risks are apparent and the
travel costs immense,”

“We are confident you will
see the wisdom of centraliza-
tion,” DiMarzio told the com-
mittee.

DiMarzio made hils com-
ments before a presentation by
a consulting firm that conclud-
ed the county has five options
tomeet its immediate andlong-
term needs for added jail ca-
pacity.

The committee reviewed the
report by Colorado-based jail
consultant Voorhis/Robertson
Justice Services Tnc, but took
no-action. ' .

Board- Chairman . Mike
MeCoy (R-Aurora), head of the
Executive Committee, de-
seribed  Voorhis/Robertson’s
report as “very preliminary.”

McCoy, who is set to leave of-
fice Dec. 1, said he would be sat-
isfied if the County Board can
select an expansion site and
hire an architect by then.
McCoy 'said the earliest he
could foresee the county hawv-
ing more jail capacity is 2006.

- From aland-use perspective,
McCoy said, the jail compound
in Geneva is more isolated and

and move on. It's a long
process designing a jail.’
e Kane County Boafd Chaimman
Mike McCoy

compatible with expansion.
For efficiency, the St. Charles
campus is better, he said, “But
I'd definitely want to have
some citizen input.”

“We should pick a 51te and
move on,” McCoy sald. “It's a
long process designing a jail.”

‘Corrections Committee
Chairmagn Karen McCon-
naughay (R-St.Charles), who
initiated the review of the op-
tions after working to stop a
planned 200-bed additionto the
400-bed jait in Geneva, reiterat-
ed that she will press for an ac-
celerated solution to the long-
standing problem of jail over-
crowding. -

“We'll move as quickly as we
can,” said McConnaughay,
who supports building a jail at
the judicial center. -
© Without funding to supple-
ment the roughly $12 million
the county has to build a jail,
expansion in St. Charles most
Hkely would have to be done in
stages, beginning with a 300-
bed facllity.

The county then would be
faced with having added staff-
ing costs to operate two jail fa-
cilities that are more than T
miles apart.

Although  acknowledging
that there wasn’t support on
the board for asking voters for
a sales tax increase, McCon-
naughay said she plans to in-
vestigate whether there are
“any funding methods we've
overlooked.” Those methods
may include the possible use of
riverboat grant funds.

Sheriff Ken Ramsey said he
favors building a modulax, 768-
bed jail at the judicial center.

Voorhis/Robertson estimat.
ed it would cost about $49 mil-
lion to build ajailin St. Charles
that would meet Kane's needs
for at least 15 years.

Budget cuts threaten
regional police group

B Federal plan: Grants
to local departments
would decrease by $1
billion natlonw1 e j
ni

By Gloria Carr

and Mike Cetera B,Ji 0’1‘/ )

STAFF WRITERS

Deep cuts in federal policing
grants could spell the end of a local
law-enforcement group responsible
for numercus high-profile drug
busts.

The cuts also could Squeeze
already lean local department
budgets, a Fox Valley police official
wamned.

Algonquin Police Chief Russ

Laine, who holds a leadership -

position in the International
Association of Police Chiefs, was
to travel to Washington, D.C.,
this week to lobby against the
budget cuts proposed by
President Bush.

“We are going to be losing out on
significant dollars for law
enforcement if this goes through,”
said Laine, fifth vice president of the
organization.

Laine warned the proposed cuts
could force the dissolution of the
North Central Narcotics Task
Force, a state consortium staffed by
members of local law-enforcement
agencies, including the Aurora
Police Department. .

The task force locally has
partmpated in the federal
investigation of the Latin Kings
street pang in Aurora that netted
dozens of arrests in 2002 and
routinely conducts undercover drug
aperations throughout the Fox
Valley.

Laine and others plan to speak
with lawmakers, including U.S.
House Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-
Yorlvitle. The association also is
starting a letter-writing campaign to
congressmen and senators.

Task forces hit

Such cuts “can and would have
an impact if these task forces or
initiatives were given up,” said

Kendall County Sheriff Richard

Randall. Departments often rely
on task forces to conduct major
regional drug operations, he
said.

The sheriffs department belongs
to the multi-jurisdictional

Cooperative Police Assistance
Team, which Randall said wouldn't
be dramatically affected by federal
cuts.

Law-enforcement agencies use
three main federal funding sources:
Community Oriented Policing
Services, or COPS, grants; Local
Law Enforcement Block Grants;
and the Edward Bryne Memorial
Grant, Laine said. The grants fund
everything from additional police
officers to technology to specialized
task forces, he said.

Under Bush's proposed budget,
funding for the three grant
programs would be cut by more
than $1 billion, said Gene
Vaoegtlin, legls]atave counsel for
the International Association of
Police Chiefs. The Bryne grant
wiuld be dismantled and
absorbed by the block grant
program, he said.

‘The Bryne grant helps fund anti-
drug efforts, specifically by staffing
regional task forces, Lame said. The

-Tlinois State Police’s North Central

Narcotics Task Force is funded by a
Bryne grant.’

‘We knew it generally wasn't
going to be a good budget,” Laine
said. “We knew it would be bad but
not quite that bad.”

- High percentage cuts

The COPS grant alone would be
cut by 87 percent, from $756 million
to $97 million, Vocgtlin said.

“Basically what these programs
have done . . . is allowed local police
departments to improve their core
capabilities and position them to
hetter protect their communitics,”
Voegthin said.

Hastert spokesman Brad Hahn
said it is important to remember the
cuits are simply proposals and offer
a starting peint for further budget
discussions.

The cuts would not affect
department staffing, officials said,
but could force departments to
delay technological upgrades.

The Aurora Police Department,
for example, is planning on
upgrading its package of in-squad
digital cameras, Chief William
Lawler said. But, Lawler said,
police agencies recognize
governments are dealing with
tighter budgets.

“The reality is the federal
government is hot different than the
state governmeat and the city
government,” he said.
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*Continued from bage 1

" plan,

Jail

The jail at 777 Fabyan
Parkway in Geneva was built
with a capacity of about 400,
but typically about 500 i
mates are in the county’s cus-
tody. :

The resolution’s propo-
nents say $2.7 million now
used each year to pay dther
counties to house the county’s

. pverflow of inmates can be

used to pay off the bond. They
also argue that no firm costs

‘can be determined until a site

is chosen. -
The plan to build a jail
calls for the project to'use $12
million set aside for the now-
defunct 200-bed jail add(tion

funds with' a possible bond
issue and additional potential
funds from county reserves
and possible fiinding from
grants and intergovernmental,

" agreements. :

"~ “To borrow a phrase from
one of my least favorite politi-

- cians, this is voodoo econom-

ics,” said Paul Greviskes, D-

. Aurora. "This dog just ain't

going to hunt. To use all this

gobbledy gook frankly doesnt
make sense.” -
While Gréviskes and

Weigand lambasted the plan,
its supporters sald nothing
until afier the meeting was ad-
journed.

. “Those gquestions have
been asked .and ‘answered,”
said James Mitchell, R-North
Aurora, chairman of the
Judiciary Committee.

*That was a great propa-
ganda job," Jan Carlson, R-
Elbumn, said of Weigand’s
comments. “There were many
distortiong in that.” * -

“The majority of board

and combine those-

T ——————

meinbers have participated in
a wide variety of meetings (on
the jail). Tt would have been

. ‘beneficial for (the critics) to

participate in those meet-
ings,” McConnaughay said.
The goal is to have an ar:
chitect hired by the end of the
year, she said. -
“This isn't about building a
newjail. This is about building
an operationally efficient fa-
cility that saves the taxpayers
money in the long run,” she’
said.’ ‘
Weigand, who. served as.
‘chaimman of the Corrections
and Rehabilitation Commit-
tee for four years, said the
county must continue to pay
‘other counties to house Xane's
jnmates unti} the new build-
ingisfinished. - =
That means the mongy
cannot be used to make pay-
ments on the bonds until the
newjail is open, Weigand said.-
“You can't spend the same
money twice,” he said. “Therc
are a lot of questions here. You
*have o be realistic about what
you can afford.™ -
In 1995, the county span-
sored a $76 million referen-
dum for a 500-bed addition to
the jail. Voters soundly re-
jected itbya 2-1 margin. -
. “The money-is going 10
coime from the taxpayers, and
the last time we asked the tax-
.payers, they said ‘np, ” said
William Wyatt, R-Aurora. “I
hope we have a Plan B and a
Plan C, something we don't
have to pay a consultaat to
find out.” : .
Plan B-would be an addi-
tion to the cument jail
McConnaughay said.
“Until we have a firra dol-
Iar figure, we catinot say we
-are building at the Judicial
Center;” McConnaughay said. ’




Building

jail is now
county 6“4
policy Heratd

BY PATRICE WALDRON
Dy Herstd Staff Whiter

. Despite continued objections
from some members who call it
financially unfeasible, the Kane
County Board Tuesday madc
building a jail near the judicial
center in St Charles policy and
atop priornity.

The vote finally closes the

door on plans to add on to the
28-year-old jail off Fabyan Park-
way in Geneva, a concept that
had been approved by the
county board two years ago.
_ "The board has some work to
do and that is to establish a
commitment to make it work,”
said Karen McConnaughay, 2 St.
Chatles Republican and chair-
woman of the board's
cotrections and rehabilitation
committee. "It is a top priority.”

Nearly a third of the board
voted against the policy shift,
however, arguing that some
county officials may see the jail
as a high priority but the public
does not. _—

“The last time we asked the
taxpayers if it was a priority,
they told us no,” said Bill Wyatt,
an Aurora Republican, who
voted against the new jail con-
cept. I hope we have a pian B
and aplan C.”

Wyatt was referring to the
1995 referendum asking voters
o approve g tax increase to pay
for a $51 millien, 576-bed addi-
tion to the existing jail. Only 36
percent of the voters said yes.

Several around the table said
they hadn't seen any change in
that bad feeling.

“I don't really understand
this,” said Paul Greviskes, an
Aurora Democrat. “Sure it's a
top priority along with all the
county's other top priorities.”

But suppaorters of the new jail
plan, developed over the past

with the help of Colorado-
ased jail consultant Jim
Robertson, maintain a new 608-
bed facility can be built and
paid for without a tax increase.

"One of the points that every-
one needs to keep in mind here
is we are nat talking about
bullding a new jail just for the
sake of new jail,”
McConnaughay said. “We are
building an operationally effi-

See.JAIL on PAGE B
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Jail: Some say tax hike not needed

Continued from Page I

cient jail. That is the whole
point of this. The old facility is
operationally very inefficient.”
To pay for the project, which
che estimates at $47 million,
McConnaughay said she was
exploring the possibility of
using federal grants tied to
prosecution of drug crimes
and contracting with U.S.
immigration services to hold
federal prisoners. County offi-

cials also expect to save $2.1
million annually by not having
to ship overflow prisoners o a
jail in McHenry County.

The county also has the §12
million previously set aside
from the 200-bed addition
plan this week's action formal-
Iy replaces. . .

From hete, the board will
solicit an architecturai firm
and work to get a tighter grip
on the costs and a possible

finance pacgage by the fall.
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Kane County closer to putting
‘new jail beside the courthouse

| ‘B Numbers néede_d:
- Officials look to get
more specific plans

By Steve Lord
S’[ AFF WRITER

GENEVA - The Kane County

Board has moved closer to -

building a new jail next to the

. Judicial Center on Route 38 in
western St. Chatles. ‘

Members of the board’s

Executive Committee Wednesday

endorsed a resolution that calls for

the jail to be at the Judicial Center.

The resolution also reallocates §12

million previously set aside for a jail

. addition to the new jail project and

commits the cotinty into looking at

other funding sources, including a -

bond issue, for the rest of the
estimated $47 millior project.

The resolution. must be
approved by the full board June 8.

Board members Wednesday
" said picking theé site is the next
logical step because the hoard then
can hire an architect to go ahead

“with plans that will provide more l

e cdrrdines b ddn

Thursdays & Saturdays. Eve ~

deﬁnife project costs. .
“That $47 million is a rough

number,” said Board Chairman

Mike McCoy, R-Aurora. “Until we
getan architect, we won't know the
exact cost.”

McCoy said the $12 million is a2

logical place to get the money to
pay the architect because it was set
aside for jail work, -

Board member Karen
McConnaughay, R-St. Charles,
Corrections and Rehabilitation
Committee chairman, said the
county will have to combine
funding sources to pay the entire
cost.

Most of the money would come
from a bond issue, which the

county would pay back with the

mote than $2 million a year it now
pays to house prisoners in other
counties. -

But board members said even

* looking at the funding situation is
* premature,

- “Until we know the costs, there’s
no sense in looking at how to fund
it,” said Board member Jim

. Mitchell, R-North Aurora, Judiciary

Committee chairman. _

McConnaughay said as soon as
the board commits to the Judicial
Center site, the next step is
“throwing a large net out there and
seeing what architects exist.”

The Judicial Center site seems
to be favored with court officials.
Chief Judge Philip DiMarzio, ¢f the
16th Circuit, and former Chief
Judges Michael Colwell and Gene
Notellini, all appeared before the
Executive Committee Wednesday
to push for this location. .

Colwell pointed out that, in'the

late 1970s, when the county

purchased the Judicial Center Jand,
there was a master plan that called
for bringing all the judicial services
to that site, -

All three judges. pointed out that
having a jail at the Judicia] Center
will save money by making the
operation between the jail and the
courts more efficient. .

“To put it where you needit;
where the courts are, makes
sense,” Notellini said. _
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'new jail

600-bed facility in St. Charles
‘recommended by group

BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Staff Waiter

In an attempt to establish a finm direction
concerning the Kane County jail, a county
board panel Tuesday recommended build-
ing a new 600-bed facility on the site of the
judicial center in St. Charles.

"We are a long way from putting an
inmate in a new jail cell,” said Kane County
Sheriff Ken Ramsey. “But this is a monu-
mental step.” -

The recommendation, made at a joint
meeting of the board’s corrections and judi-
clary committees, came after the county’s
jail consultant, Jim Robertson, presented
new figures that showed a 608-bed jail
could be built for about $47 milkion. .

It could be paid for without a tax increase, -
Robertson’s early analysis showed, using
money set aside from a previously approved
jall addition project, reserve funds and with -
the $2.1 million Kane County pays annually
to house its inmates in other county jails.

“This at least demonstrates there is a way

to mave this project to the next step,” said
Karen McConnaughay, chairman of the
county board’s corrections committee.
As a matter of policy, the new recommen-
dation, if approved next month by the full
board, wouﬂ) officially change the county’s
ultimate l!;ﬂ constuction goal, It also would
push to have an architect In piace by Sep-
tember.

That's an accomplishment

‘| McConnaughay, the GOP-nominee to

replace outgoing county board Chairman
Mike McCoy, and judiciart committee
chairman Jimn Mitchell have been working
toward since early 2003,

In 2002, the county board approved & $12
million project to add 200 beds to the 28-
year-old jail in Geneva. When
McConnaug{‘lay, a St. Charles Republican,
tack over as chairman of the corrections
committee in 2003, that group quickly
shelved that project, believing the chroni-
cally crowded jail needed to be gven bigger.
Since then, McConnaughay and Mitchell,
a North Aurora Republican, have worked to
hire Robertson’s firm to study and recom-
mend changes to the county criminal

See JAIL on PAGE 16
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“You could potentially have a

Panel et

i, J udicial

Center

= $46.6 million proiect:
Facility would start with
608 beds, grow to 735

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER -

GENEVA — Two Kane County
Board committees Tuesday recom-
mended building a new $47.6 mil-
lion jail next to the Judicial Center
on Route 38 in St. Charles Town-
ship.

The Judiciary and Corrections

v 'and Rehabilitation committees
" -¥oted in favor of a new 608-bed jail
to replace the 400-bed jail on
Fabyan Parkway on Geneva's

e
'

e eVt Gt Bet; cdedy Baia) S Wip® Rt BT R s

southeast side. Under the proposal,

the first phase of construction
-would be finished in about four
'years, with a new jail ready by 2008.

A second phase would expand

the jail to 735 beds by 2018.

“What this says today is, yeah,

‘we can build more than $12 rmlhon
‘worth of jail,” said Karen Mec-
‘Connaughay, R-St. Charles, Cor-
-rections Committee chairman.

The recommendation was based
on a proposal from consultant
Voorhees-Robertson of Colorado.
Jim Robertson, who has worked on
the plan for Kane County, also in-
cluded a funding mechanism that
would mix existing money, possi-
ble grants, reserve funds and
bonds to pay for the first phase of

- the project. -

new jail without going to the tax-

payers, or disrupting normal coun-

ty operations,” he said. “You now
have an option before you.”

The funding proposal, which

|+ committee members included in

2 the $12 million the county already
b: has set aside with an estimated $25
® '.'mlllmn it ¢ould gef in Bonding"
E power. To pay back the bonds, the
>ounty would commit about $2 1
b,);mllmn a year to bond payments,
k {from the about $2.7 million it now
hg”spends to.send prisoners to other
yﬁcounhes particularly McHenry
Co.mtj,r
That money would no longer he
needed with more beds in the Kane
"'-:.aﬂ officials said.
That would leave about $10 mil-
I hon the county would have to get
from other sources, perhaps a com-
r;. *bmatlon of additional money from
tIstate and federal grants for prison
k. construction, Robertson said.

J)esngn team -

* In addition to recommending the
rOJeCt the committees sent
*through & second récommendation
-t‘o go forward with getting a design
E-team together. The county would

ARSI,
f"

E 'from interested firms, then narrow
wthat down to a short list of three
5 ~companies that would make pre-
¥ < sentations to the County Board.
7~ McConnaughay said she and
£ -board Chairman Mike McCoy, R-
& _Aurora, already have fielded a num-
@ “ber of phone calls from companies
™ -showing interest.

“‘I'd be expecting 20 or so,
there s been such an extraordmary
~interest in this project,” she said.

. McConnaughay said officials

. _their recommendation, would mix -

I« ltake in requests for qualifications -

ﬁ?’?’i‘%‘-*‘t‘ﬂ" %ﬁ%‘*ﬁﬂfﬁ P'

- *hope to have the entire project
- .approved by the full County Board
by September.
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Daddy Herald
Ethically, Kane must
not be Springfield

We have all heard about no-
bid contracts in government,
political appointments to boost
a governunent pension and
looking the other way when
government officials violate the
public trust. 1 am sure more will
play out during the U.S. attor-
ney’s prosecution of former
Gov. George Ryan.

But I was surprised by Kane
County Board Chairman Mike
McCoy's attempts to bully Kane
County Board members when
all they wanted was clarification
to comply with statelaw..

I can understand McCoy's
nervousness when it comes to
ethics and county officials.

Only time will tell if a citizens
group will be successful in get-

. ting Attorney General Lisa
Madigan to investigate the Car-
pentersville financial mess. -

Who can forget Kane County
Recorder Sandy Wegman not

complying with the public bid
process regulations in procure-

ment? She issued what was
essentially a no-bid contract of
$29,300 to a company thathad
given her a campaign contribu-
ton only two weeks earlier.

Or what about Kane County
Treasurer David Rickert’s
attempt to utilize taxpayers’
maney to boost his name recog-
nition as he considered running
for Kane County chairman? In
the era of tight county budgets, .
he was able to find about $6,000
for a tax reminder with his
‘naine on it. It is my understand-
ing that the governor’s recent
ethics legislation doesn't permnit
that type of reminder. :

There has been a lot of
growth during Chairman
McCoy's tenure, but no one
expected Kane County to grow

into Springfield.
Richard Landwehr
Eigin
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BY PATRICE WALDRON .
8 | Daily Herald Staff Writer

to

Someday, if the price is right,
Kane County could be home to
inmates from around the world.

Housing prisoners for the
U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Service has proved to be
good business in other county
jails, including McHenry
County, and now Kane County
.| leaders want to discuss creating
a similar set-up for themselves.
7.| Karen McConnaughay, chair-
- {man of the county board’s
) | corrections and rehabilitation
cominittee, said Thursday she
is seeking a meeting with immi-
gration service leaders to see if

Kane County jail
-|may look for renters

the agency needs more incar-
* ceration space.

Perhaps immigration officials
could rent space at a new Kane
County jail or take over the
existing jail on Fabyan Patkway
in Geneva if — and when — the
local lockup moves a few miles
to the west, according to the
theory.

“I want to ask the question,”
McConnaughay said. “I can't
offer it as anything but a shot.
But I am looking at this process
s you turn over every stone.”

The bottom line and genesis
of the proposal is money.

. Today, Kane County spends

See JAIL on PAGE 6

Continued from Page 1

$2.7 million a year to send its
prisoners to the McHenry
County jail, a facility that also
charges the irmmigration service
to hold federal prisoners.

In fact, last year McHenry
County struck a deal with the
federal government to house
prisoners for the next 10 years.
That agreement will
pay McHenry County $6.4 mil-

The deal was made possible
because the McHenry County
jail had an entire floor unused.

Meanwhile, Kane County
officials have been struggling
V;lﬂth a chronically overcrowded
]

The jail built for 299 inmates
had an average daily popula-
ton of 559 last year, accordmg
to the Kane County sheriff’s
2003 jail report.

For years, leaders have dis-
cussed additions to the jail or
the possibility of a building a
new jail at the judicial center in
St. Charles. This year, building a

Jail: New lockup could be built

new jail has emerged as the
preferred option if the money
to build it can be found,

As part of that money hunt,
McConnaughay is exploring if
future income could come from
the federal government. !

Aside from the immigration
service concept, other areas of
funding being explored include
federal grants and long-term
financing paid for by the money
now sent by Kane County to
McHenry County.

Nearly 100 Kane County
inmates are sent to the
McHenry County jail each day
ata costof $2.7 million a year.

Building a new jail in St.
Charles with more beds would
eliminate the need for that daﬁy
transfer.

McConnaughay wants, to
know if those savings can be
used to finance a long-term
construction project.

County finance officials say if
$2 million a year of that money
could be set aside, it would pay
for $25 million building invest-
ment over the next 20 years.




: SRR
Yooj & 8YE) 1583 18 &) sradede 17
IMO 24 NG ‘SPISU NO )W PIROMA
31 Jew) AjaNy 4134 J0U 871, PIES
a8 3t op 0} paau om i L
-3)ms ) gInoan
3 Supduelre ojqnoR pey ieq ing
‘pres Aeysneuto oW *Ayvoe] 9yl
‘moj 0} 31| PO S[EIHIC Am0Y
el & 58 31 U pue DAY
JoA0° 33e] PO Ajumod ) P pav{se
‘PUE SI3qUAL preoq payreoidde
gpy uosiad auo uey) AIOW
*posop s131 i AMadoid ay) o maddey
[} JeY# 19pISTOD O] aaeY A9U3
DIES SEII0 fymmoa e Sunudl
"o [0S S[ERWO [200] WA "SISO
0§ [1ef 3[tuaAn[ jey) pajiemie?
ey yolaafoderd poy 'AtD
;fef ma1 € 10] Pasn 3q ppod Prilic )
TETPR{ 31 Jo 3594 18n{ 'gE AN0Y U0
Jayua) YINo SIOuIY SUOTIIALIOD)

(oLt

i

10 jueuniedad JenInd Ayl

Jewp Aparssed a1 dn TudnoLq osTe.

Kot ‘Aepsinyy, sjous Suoy Imoqe
Bun{[E 313 S[ELOI0 5B Buof sy
“pies ays ,/(UORANISTeD 10f) weans
3nU2A3] PIIEIIPIP B 58 1BNI JO
£UE 95N UED M J1 938 0] PI2U IM,,

, 51500 VOTRIHD
paemo} 08 jydim uolnu L'es
Je1] J0 YINW M01 JNOqE S[EIIHO
el wog sajemhsa 1500 JoLIg 128

"0} §Jre 95 Aepsmi], prEs S TrL

19981q ‘M5U € Je [JEI5 Pasealdll 103
Suded premo) 08 0) 1Y Pinos e
70 2wos ples AvFnEUnod mg
wory
1’2 e} 2AES Pnos pre ATURHIN
0y sIauosild s} pUas 03 EINTH
10T pinoz FEy] ‘el M0 € TILM

el Aimo) ANUSHAN -

a1y 03 sa9uos(ad puas 03 Ie3k
yoea spuads Aumod 3y O %5

jief 1o} spuny paj

Moge A st paionb IO INUBAI
JO 30INOS SU() "ISIET UED Lunod
21} £9UOT YINW ALY UO afpuey
wayg © 2467 J0U Op [[IS SELHO
‘pAQUDL) UL AEANTE] TEAGE] U0
[Tl JualmD 27 WO J2A0 Buroas
‘s9deys Ul [fel MU U} PLING pRoM
pleoq 2y ‘gonydo jey} J2PT]

Aumqissod QA

»0SPaG0Y Wog
Sojeumss Y3nol are 9807, oK
£92$ 3q PO 9w Jety SULMP 1502
IS '§1Ea4 GT 1940 U0 2'8%$
moqe Aunod Y3 1502 pinoa 31

“3STICHTION

21 0} PajRAUT0d JNUA]) erpn[

Ayunon Iuey 213 30 o318 a3 1B

re{ 30 © P 03 St preog A1Une

ay3 U0 Joag] JsOW A} YL bELL
JARY 0} SWISS JE) gondo aUL

~aJm)Ty JEJ pUe Jeal ay 1oy

)99S

NI

Paa3201d 0} M0V JO sesodo.d feiouad
2914} 14 paeoq U} payuasad
SeT| OpBIO[o7) 0 LOSHIGOY-STGI00A
0 UES)IaGOY Wi JUEHASTO]
9107 01 peale Bupjoo spag aiou
puE 2IMIN] JEAT 2} Ul SP3q MU
PPE p[noa ye _mmcaEa_.mm_ MU L
SmApras ua3q Ay SERT0 uey
‘suresSosd Telapa) USRI A} 18
Suryoo] a1e 0s[E SERI0 SUOQIALICY
atrey] "mORINOSUGY [l J0f Aed wedy
Jeip STreiB01d LS Te1apaj 10) Hoo]
o} st djay Jof 900j0 §13}5e]] pase
aapy S[e1oUIo em pUOIIS UL
<1 aa07dxd J5ea] JE R
3M j01Q ‘1t NOQE SUOI pUE soJd aze
219l MOUY I, P8 Leydneruo)oW

Juondo 1213 asoldxa
38€3[ I8 0} ymeptodun S21 YUIR L,
el 2w Jo uBisap 2P

0] 912703 PINOD YaTya ‘Shem UIEHID
1 pajeBaldas og 0} pasu sipuosud

yoneIdrumi ‘0STY ‘SPIY BIIXI

ay) Buipjing jo 1507 4} dunuoly .

A1qerou Isout ‘gorydo ) YHM

P3IEII0SSE smajqoad sonsido] awos
218 1) PIES J4EY S[EIFe NG

) Feiingicy:]

juaug £q paproddns st pue S[eIE0

£Ljunoo Aq alofaq sawl Auewr
passnasIp uaaq Sty wondo SOLL

*s13u0sUd UonelB

joj spaq exx¥d asoyl asn

o3 Aqunoa ayy Suided JuamiaA0d

[e1apaf 343 Yiks ‘Popasy Ly:414}

- §paq 210 i [ef € pImg 01 Amod

a1y Joy 21qissod aq B 31
. *fLma9g pueRUoH J0
Juatmredac] ) JApUR A0U ‘NAIIT
uonezieIneN pue wonel 3]
rawio] oyl jo S{eIpo pue
S{ERI0 AUN0D U32M13 Fuprow

© afdelie Wy 248Y 0F STABM oumw
‘SABM

|e13438 U1 ‘I{IAI0A-Y ‘MSEH
woxy djay 10] payse sey 24s pres
‘fepsJny ] S12QUIAT DY
soji0 03 Bupjeads 'sapIRY) 15Y
*£eyBneuuo)IN USIEY TEULITEYD

QPIWU] uoneiqeydy
puE 5T01393.110) pIeod Aumod
el mau e

pury 03 d[ay [1ape) 33s 0] J1RISEH.
gruaa(] 9snoH 24} Jo JoYeads payse
ARy SfEIDTI0 TN 3UE I 4oys
Suo & 3q 1yBm )] — VAINED

ey

0[]0 S319)sEH SUUa(]
pUE voReLIuIwL

s ]2 [ STERHO
Joys Suola

0} Ajuno9 auey

e

waones) hOEE T



o

looks to

COUth

Pl
4_ SMmmm
Vl_d ”.ﬂ Qg Ha
O . n o “ g mmm
. : L OE =] 35
S u O~ nH.uw.,
- f ......Sl w m‘wSm‘
. S o m 2 V. “.‘w,w
O = O0SEF Il 5E

© oy .ﬁ...llf R
D DS S5
S ._ll.ﬁ_a. < Q
~

|

ing process s to build a facility with

: TLHO02AFy LUTooOg
T8 FY9°5T4 BEEESLS
44 E8584E e
58 o3RS aE58 a8~ o
H L.E5C 95 a8 o S8=gs
°F gawdig mnmaw & .,mbmr
ook, T BAch
£2 Gomzifegryybiss
82 - BE5358EE8 E5S&00
Oo g T

S

o

5]

=t

%]

&

Ke)

GENEVA —

. seek federal help'to build their new

ghay, R-St. Charles.

ghay said she has met
U.S. House Speaker Dennis

out of the Kanes ongoin

‘McConnaughay

j

.HQ,E;K_
o Continued from page 1

With those programs the county coiild be
eligible formoregrant money. . . ..
“Itdid not specifically say (the grant) could

not be used for bricks and mortar,” McCurry-
|| -said, “The potential is out there.”

. Members of the Corréctions Comumittee

are leaning toward endorsement of a 788-bed’

jail built in-phases at the Judicial' Center at
Peck -Road and Route 38. The new facility
would replace the 30-year-old jail on Fabyan
Parkway. - - ST : s
Although the jail would be designed with

modern corrections concepts, a plan that .

would make the facility more efficient to oper-
ate, the-initial cost would be a major stum-
blingblock. - : . .
The county would need at least $50 mil-
- lion to build its new fail. S -
.. Committee members said they have had
constituents ask them about using the Illincis

Youth Center-St. Orma.mm ifand érmb the facil-

. ityisclosed. )

“We are all getting that question,” said .

- CarylVanOvermeiren, R-St. Charles,

Gov. Rod Blagojevich proposes to close
IYC-St. Charles as a cost-cutting measure.
McCurry said he started his career in cor-

+ Iections at IYC-St. Charles and worked there
- forfive years. ‘ .

He said the residence halls are built like
houses, notlike jails, .

“The housing units at IYC-St. Charles are
not secure construction,” he said. :

For example, the walls are built with dry- -
wall instead of concrete, he said. .

“The public deserves an answer” Jan
Carlson, R-Elburn, said. B -

McConnaughay said county board meim-
bers must tour the facility to have educated

- “We can't very well answer that without

seeingit,” she said. . ' .

g down
ryan Harbin,
Curry,

will put in writ-
McConnaughay
gating federal

ty's needs and submit
grants are available for

“We need to do some additional
drug and mental health courts,
See JAIL, page 3.

clarification and start nailin

those. numbers,”

*.said. , g
“We're ‘going to investigate the

possibilities,” said B
Kane already has a drug court

MceConnau
and is considering a mental health |
coirrt. A

with
" Sheriff's Cimdr. James Mc

who has been investi

Hastert's office. She
Hastert's district director.

ing the coun
them to his office.

- Karen McConnau
grants, said
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Sheriff cites
overcrowding
at-Kane facility

By William Presecky
Tribune staff reporter

The overcrowded Kane Coun-
ty Jail experienced a “some-

-what violent year” in 2003, jail
officials said Thursday.
“Not a month goes by that
there isn’t an unusual occur-
rence,” said Todd Exline,
Kane’s chief of corrections..
" Exline released a 20-page an-
nual report that inciudes a
month-by-month account of
more than 80 incidents. He said
Sheriff Ken Ramsey is mandat-
ed to generate the report on “ex-
traordinary or unusual occur-
rences” for the state Depart-
ment of Corrections. :

Last year, there were mor
than two dozen incidents involv-
ing an inmate who had to be dis-
abled using a stun gun or chem-
ical agent. More than 20 home-
made weapons were confiscated.
and a dozen injuries to officers
~were recorded. There was one

suicide and a dozen suicide at-

tempts, according to the report.

The weapons confiscated
from inmates included various
shanks that inmates made by
sharpening common items such
as combs, toothbrushes, floor
tiles and plastic screws.

Even as he talked to the Coun-

Jail report lists
violent incidents

ty Board’s Corrections and Re-

. habilitation Committee, Exline

said a portion of the jail, on Fa-
byan Parkway in Geneva, was
locked down following what he
called a gangrelated fight
Wednesday night involving as
many as 12 inmates. He said two
guards were slightly injured.

“It was a very busy, somewhat
violent year for Kane County
Corrections, when you look at
the numbets,” Exline said.

Exline noted that the facili-
ty's average daily population
was 559 inmates, or about 160
over capacity. In addition to
spending about $2.7 million last
year to accommodate the over-
flow in other locations, the de-
partment also logged nearly
170,000 -‘miles transporting in-
mates, he said.

Last year, more than 18,000 in-

' mates came through the jail, Ex-

line said. Of the roughly 3,000 in-
mates that were screened by
Adult Corrections for mental-
health problems about 800.met
the criteria necessary to war-’
rant further review. .

The jail’s food vendor served
more than 438,000 meals last
year at a cost of about 91 cents a
meal, according to the report.

In his report, Ramsey under-
scored the critical need for a
new or improved jail facility.

“Issues such as overcrowd-
ing, understaffing, poor facility
design and crumbling infra-
structure take a personal toil on
the community, officers, and
even the inmates,” he wrote.

f_J..-... 1:

- v~



%.ﬂuuum#ﬂ_ﬂ:uﬁé et

"‘wonIppe 94 10j Aed 03

- yBnoud U33q TIAD 3ATY POM 1B

3t pauonsanb swos gdnoipe. ‘puny
[[gptre| s AUnod ay] WoIf Vol
21§ P PIpuny U33q SARY PINOA
UOLIPPE PRG-00Z 3YJ, "P3IL319P
A[BUTIIIYMIIA0 SBM I pue ‘[Ief
Mau e prng 03 Ajioigne urpuoq
10y WSt 0} J0{[2q Y} U0 WNPUIINI
e uzn_ pieoq 21} qun o 1y
"Af1502

=£ QUEY] MIU 10]

00) 3 PINOA [rel MaT & Surp[ing
pres sewgyo Ing ‘uoynjos ded-dojs
€ 1 paJapisuoo ‘esodoad 2y3 il

* PEAye PIAOUI PIeoq U3 U3YM ‘2007

u werd nonppe [1ef p3g-(0Z 31 jo
siapioddns W2PIB JSOW S USAY

“SUORE30]
10q I0] sask[eue Js02 as1dard
2I0UI DAEY |1 % ‘plrOg A)Uno)
ay3 01 uonrjuasaId [ENJUIAS
S) SAYEL UOSIIAqOY-STYI00A UaLM

PIES ‘{[3M SE 231IUIRI0D [B103ds
31} IO J2qUISW B St OUM ‘TRYMNN
*391IWWod 1Y pIol ‘elony
[ION-Y MU0 wif uewneyn
aapmumo)y ATRToIpn( ‘03 Umop

. S9W0D I 1BYM S ‘A[[edised,
- "S3TRYD) IS JO 1SM L 3MOY.

uo 131ud) [eoIpnf 3yl 1e3u 1o
‘eaatan) Ul Aemsred UeAqe,] uo s
JUaLIND 9Y) je [1ef mau e Juip[ng

YA J9Y3Ia S 2ININ] S A1UNOD -

:mo 0] cowo@&@ Emﬁsmqoo _

miom.Q §®m® o -0 -/

3Y] p1es U0SLIA]OY-STYI00A
“Je3A B JNOQE 10]
POy To waaq sely Apeaxe Jeu ue(d
“onIppe Paq)g B dews preoq s
Suipuaurwodal st os[e Apuaredde
juBINsSuCD AN “Fuiop os uJ
“wr3)S4S 20n0sn] [euTwL pue [Tef

s A1Un02 1) BWIAPN]S IPIUILOD -

._m._uuaw B 0] UOIIRPUWUIODAL
I} UAALT SEI] JUBYRSUCD Y],
‘pIeog b:scu JUEY] 1Y) 0] SAHRW

A[[enjuass ‘0peIo|o) Ho mquwm
22USN[  TWOSHIQOY-SIYI00A
JuEj[NSUOY UONEPUITIOIIL
Y 2q s ‘1583 I8 eyl
200
MU B mEE_:n aq 03 sieadde el
fumoy) 2uey ayy Joj sured yo sur
Buof e UrIsaPe] YL — VAINTD -
HALIHM 34VIS
ploYaANS A9

I Yo SN

ey

“Aumoo 3ty Aq pasodun mcouuiw

31 SS300% pUR SJUAPSA A0 Honrsod
o Jo asnedaq suefd 3501 pAtopIIeqe

13 283 pUe $53001d AAMDLNST IO
2y} dajsapis pnod Jsenbal Sumuoz
Wens e 0} Suonipued Junoeny

Nq 213U [00LDS pue AFeTqoues e pmg
0) pauue|d AfreursLo (omyd syj,
"SISEO[IASP [EQUPISAT WOY
ISP paRIE JOU SEN PUE [E1BHT
W02 S 301 (YoM st fradosd a
Sumz.re are $A5WLIORE ST pue Seef]
PIEM 0T ‘O BPUAT TeT
~I9P[Y PIes ,, ‘summr s3] “Aem ST 31 op
0)Jur [, ‘ABS DU UT 3U10D ued 1adojas
-op Atre Jjasy Sumnozau a1 o paogd
3q WD SUCRIPUOD 38T SSA[U[],
TUNOO Jny 31 03 353nbau ay Sur
-puss 21099 7T 'qa uTede 190w s
INILIUIOD YT PUE “Je)s [ed3] s A0
I} woly uonndo ue 335 T I
“Kpadord
Iy sAng Arenjuasd ogm 1adojasap
ey aduaey v 0} uado suonIpuc

Teaoadde 1oj puno) A3
g woy 2304 Auofeus-1zdns e aimb
I oy ‘JIaWa918e Juatdo[aaap
nm panreid e pue Sonuoz ssnenads
axmnbal pinom SUeIPUoD Yans ‘Ajrew

=ION Jsanbas Suloza1 SRS & [ -

PIeAIO] SUIRD UDINID IU) ISNEBI
PaTDERE 2q WED SUCHIPUOD ATETl MOT
40U 3 0S30D Y pres “10003p justndo
{P43p AmTITI0D RIOITY ‘RiM TiF
Y00] SBUIP[M] Ay} 01| pUE
SIaImq ‘Suidesspuz] ofT STERP 1940
[0Quod Munoe) A1) s A8 pnom
JEI JUAWIIZe Ue PUR SALI(T 331,
A7) pue 308]] DUMO(] R3PS
oY SUoQILNSaT 552008 ‘Sdols umed
PUre S21035 Ienbi Se LTS SISSaUsng
Ayoyepald uo ueq e Surpnpm 4sanb

01 Jumozar ot 8. SUONIPUOD JO 138
B YOENE 0) SUNNA S19Y Pres Seel Ue(]
JoJsEd oY) AIUNUIIo,) exomy

"319) 05 pnom SIssausty
10 s3df) Teys pue Hoo] pmom juawdo
429 TE3AI B MO I5A0 [00UOD aI0UL
peY &1 91 {1 BUIU0Z [RIDISUIIIOD
1A (MO0 2I0UT 3q PO A3
Pres g AepsMU], papRSpun alam

sanunuo)y Juswdoass( pue Suu

Rtz Rty b_o Q) U0 WULISPTY
Teozed JotE -
100 3y} J0] 38N Emcae&ms e $1 B
~-IDUICS Teqy JJE)s A s Snaarde
‘Ypuows STy 13ea Jsenbar Sumiozal
31} JO [eTUp PIPUSUNLIOIAI A[SNOUT
HUeum UOISSIUIOY) Smuwel] 34T,
“UMISASIA)
I TRt} I8 S3SN [BDIUIII0D JI10 0T
e U, 'PEOY PreUDI( Jo Jsam pue
SnUaay SIOUN] ‘pIeA3[nog euafes)

Pang mEﬂm .wmcm o:u:u_. uo Sm%
u2do pue SUOISIATPQNS m::.::E

g iy

~Ins Funio ‘saudesip seuueyd A |

26N mﬂE

10} paIms JoYaq T3] SUIUIEHT (AL
313 INq ‘[BLJUIPISIT PAUOZ SI PUE[:

mﬁ._@eaubm.ﬂmﬂc&mgosﬁu

JIULC FUD{B9S SIMO0U ‘pIesdmoy..

BUS[ET) DU PEOY PIEY2I() JO JILI0O,
15aMIN0S 3Y) Je [00Yds eAlld pug
Arenpies sat e ping o3 paued ESR
TOMM YR A0 BIOITY |
7sanbai Bumezal upuad e Suoﬁﬂ '
e 3q Ued AJeSa] SUONIDUOY JAt[otMm |
sa1o[dxe A1 A aym coﬂo&mom
U334 ST PrRASNOg RUS[E) PUE Peoy .
PIeI0) 18 JuRtudo[aA9p MmNy 2009,
TR 4 FeT 004 ¥ — VIOUNY

" HILHM A-vLS
-oued aaeg am

ﬁgﬁ Qo.ﬂ_zﬂo .MEGONwh JIAO owﬂw wﬂoﬁ—wwﬂg
| m.,mxmn\ @B, ho-08-




[-2B-04; PeOCoN NewnsS - |

Coimty‘ Health Department

‘may _provide care at Kane jail

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — Kane County officials will
look at having the county Health Depart-
ment provide health services at the Kane
County Jail: . '

While the move might save the county
money, however, it also might not be fea-
sible, officials cautioned this week.

“The Corrections Committee has
asked us to look ‘at if the Health Depart-
ment can take significant responsibility
for the work at the county jail,” County
Board Public Health Committee Chair-
man Gerry Jones, D-Aurora, told his com-
mittee Tuesday. “But the Health Depart-
ment is very busy, and we may need to
ask the Corrections Committee where to
get additional resources. Our executive
staff is carrying about 45 different loads

-tight now.” .

The idea came up last week at the Cor-
rections and Rehabilitation Committee
meeting as officials discussed problems
with their contract for health care at the
jeil. The county pays $1.36 million a year
to Wexler Healthcare to provide required
care for prisoners.

County officials said they have had

_ trouble getting full accounting for hours
worked from Wexler, even though the

AT L' J) A

éontréct requires the company to give jail

- officials those figures. Corrections Com-

mittee members said officials at the jail

also need to be more diligent about mon-

itoring hours,

“We need to monitor their time our-

selves;” said Corrections Chairman
Karen McConnaughay, R-St. Charles.

“We seem to have a contract that is not
enforceable,” said board member Lee
Barrett, RElgin. “You don't pay for some-
thing you don't get.” .

- McConnaughay said the cost of the
program is enough to warrant looking at
alternatives. She pointed out that, in
McHenry County, the county developed
a partnership in a separate company with
a local hospital to provide health care at
their jail. She also mentioned the possibil

ity of the Health Department doing the

work. .

- “Can we administer it for les$ money
than we pay now?" she said. “Can we be
more effective? I would like to look at otir
own Health Department as a bidder, at
least.” . .

She pointed out that the DuPage Coun-
ty Health Department provides health
service at the DuPage jail.

“T don't know if it will work, but that's
the way they do it in DuPage, and they're
very happy,” she said: - -

o



Jail plan
draws
iterest
of firms.,_

83704
BY PATRICK WALDRON
Doily Heraid Siaff Writer

At least a dozen companies
have expressed interest in build-
ing a new Kane County jail, but
selection of-a contractor could
come down 1o experience and
philosophy, project leaders said
Thursday.

“The more companies you

have the better thé price, and .

also people then have a ten-
dency to sharpen their pencils,”
said Jim Robertson, the county's

jail project consultant and & .

partner with Voorhis/Robertson
Justice Services. “We want to
make sure this a qualification-
driven process.” -

County officials were pleased
with the high interest and
believe it can save taxpayers

. . | money-on.a project-that.could

cost more than $47 million.

A nice bid price won't be the
only factor,” said Karen
McConnaughay, the chairman
of the county board's correc-
tions and rehabilitation
commiitee.

“We are not just building a
building,” said McConnaughay,
a St. Charles Republican. “We
need to build a building that is

| operationally efficient so we can

keep costs down.”

To build that facility,
McConnaughay said the county
will be looking for a firm that has
designed other smooth-runnin, ﬁ
and well-managed jails aroun
the couniry. As part of that, lead-
ers don't want a company with
just its name on the project, but
a company that took the lead on
those successful jafls. |

This summet the county
board decided to build a
roughly 600-bed jail next to the
Kane County Judicial Center off
Route 38 in St. Charles. A new

lockup would replace the 30-
| year-old jail on Fa?:y-an Parkway

in Geneva that has a capacity of
400 and. routinely houses more
than 500 inrnates.

A jail construction project has
been in the works for years and
in 2002 the county board
decided to build a 200-bed
addition to the Geneva facility.
That $12 million plan was later

sc;?ped only weeks was sched- -
ub

to start in 2003.
Now the-county board is on
the verge of hiring a designer for
the latest jail solution. Compa-

nies have unti} Sept. 9 to submit ]

See JAIL on PAGE 11

o

L ' .
Jail: Firms have until Sept. 9

Continsed fiom Poge 1

what ameounts to a resume in
the sweeps to win the contract.

So far 15 companies have
been heard from, Robertson
said, - ; :

Once the portfolios are in,
the initial interest list likely will
be trimmed-by a special justice
cominittee made up of two

county -board members,

including McConnaughay, the
county board chairman, the
chief judge, the sheriff and the
jail chief,

That shorter list then goes to
the county board's corrections
committee fot a hiring recom-
mendation i¢ be made to the
county board. . L

The short list could go before
the corrections committee as
soon as nextmonth,
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Benzene dump,
jail vote topped
county

News
y

Ch

Impact fees also were
‘a hot topic during 2004

By PAUL DAILING
Kane County Chronicle -

Benzene, bed spége; impagtu o
fees and a confusing turnover
marked 2004 for Kane County.

In February, Shell Oil Co.
dumped 201 tons of benzene-
contaminated soil in Settler’s
Hill landfill, which is not k-
censed to. take hazardous
waste, The soil came from a
leaking Shell diesel pipeline in
Kankakee County. Soil tests
showed benzene levels. as
high as 1.4 parts per million,
almost three times the regula--
tory limit. Shell notified the
county in March.
 “It appears they knew the
day the last load came in and
they waited 10 days to notify
Waste Management,” said
Tim Harbaugh, director of en-
vironmental management for
the county.

Shell executives claim that
the dumping was accidental,
but lawsuits filed by Ilinois
Attorney  General Lisa
Madigan's office in September
and special prosecutors for
the county in October alleged
that Shell knew about the
contarmninants.

On June 8, the board voted
to build a new county jail,
rather than an addition to the
current 400-bed jail. Chronic
overcrowding and a dearth of
bed space led to the decision.

The county is in the
process of selecting architects

for the project. Three firms re-
main in the running. The Jail
Steering Committee has
scheduled research inter-
views for Jan. 10, 2005, and a
meeting to discuss the results
Jan. 13. The committee plans
to ask the county board to
make a selection on Feb. 8. A
newsletter, a Web site and a
Feb., 22 public information
session are planned to keep
the public up to date on the
project. ,

Impact fees also were a
hot-button issue in 2004.

An anti-sprawl measure,
impact fees tax projects that
would increase road traffic.
The funds are used for road
maintenance and improve-
ments in the area where the
money was collected. The
board approved them Jan. 13
in an 18-7 vote. Batavia Mayor
Jeff Schielke, St. Charles
Mayor Sue Klinkhamer and
Geneva City . Administrator
Phil Page initially threatened
lawsuits against the county.
Lord of Life Church in La Fox
filed an appeal, claiming that
churches should be exempt.

See COUNTY, page 2
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County

Continued from page 1

Theboard Is working on
standard  reduchon  for

. churches and certain non-

profits. .
The Navember election
gave Democrats four new

“seats on the county boasd,

giving them 9 of the 26. Karen
McConnaughay  defeated
Tom Meadah to 5l the chair-
man seat after itcumbent
Mike McCoy chase not to
seek a third term.
McGonmaughay did not
jointhe restof the board otan
induction ceremany Dec. 6.

“ Three days eardier, she and

representatives  from the
Kane County State’s Attor-
ney's Office were researching
the procedure for the osth
taking and found that a state
law passed earlier this year
pushed back the day that
chairmen {n tertain counties
could teke office. McCay bad

{ to stay in the office for two

exra weeks, dusing which

 mpstmeelings were canceled

and bustness postponed.
. McConnaughay took her

oath Dec, 20, :

She seld her top priority
for 2005 [s to develop a long-
tarm strategic plan for the
county govenment

She said her next highest

priaritles are the fail project-

and towork toward the land-
use goals set by the 2030 Land
Resource Management Plao,
which was app

October.
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Jaﬂ tour hzzles

Of aIl the major issues the Kane
County Board will be facmg inthe next
yearor so, none will be as important as
those concerning the countyjail. A
decision has to be made — and soon —
about building a new facility, so it is vitally
important that all the board members be

up to speed on all aspects of t‘ne sub]ect o

Or so you'd hope. -

This week Kane County Sheriff’s -
personnel arranged a tour of the jail.
Although it was open to all 26 people who
serve on the board, it was specifically
designed for the newest members, those -
seven meri and woimen who were sworn
in this past Monday. Care to guess how .
‘many new membeérs showed up? Zero.
Not one of the new members of the
county board went on the-tour. In fact,
only four peoplé came by: incoming

*chairman Karen McCohnaughay and
three board incumberits — and all but
-one of themn had totired the jail béfore.

Well, this is just dandy. In a very short
time the board will be asked to make
decisions about the jail, but enly three of
them made the effort to better

understand the situation, It's particularly

appalling that not one new member could
spare the time to see the jail up close and
personal. How can they discuss the design

of a new jail if they aren't aware of the old ™

jail's problems?
. It's amazing how fast this'group has

to fix everything wrong in the county, to
just another bunch of politicians giving
lip service. And I can't help but wonder
what our corrections officers and
. deputies think when they see how little
respect 23 members of the county board
have for their working conditions.
L

~ Speakdng of politicians, there are times
when you could just kiss them for
something they say or do. Kane County
Clerk Jack Cunningham is this week's
winner of a big wet one for announcing

. he's volunteered to help monitor the -
upcoming élections in Iraq.

Jack, in case you've forgotten, just
“monitored” our November elections.
That would be the ones marked by
thousands of voters being given the

-touch as much as you'd like? If so, the

.Jonathon would like s to adopt a few.

wrong ballots, polling place confusmn,

. and glacial vote counting. Now he wants

to use his skills in Baghdad?

Sometimes the jokes just write
themselves. Thanks Jack. Pardon me
whilel pucker up.

* 3

© Attention FoxValley farm.hes ‘Do you .
have aloved one in the armed forces who
is on active military duty in the United ’
Statés? Is it too expensive for you to be in

generous folks at AMI Communications
would like to hear from you. |
~Bob Buchta and his crew are offering

o 25 pre-paid calling cards so families can
- ‘connect with their loved onesinthe

service. The cards will allow for five hours-
of free phone calls anywhere in the U.S., --
and AMI will have these ready for pickup

" at their Batavia office beginning Dec. 13. *
"' :Bob asks youcall first, (630) 389-9000,

and an AMI representative will fill you in
on the details. Call now, and please .
remember the 25 cards are going to be |
givenona ﬁrst come, first-served basis.
cRRR

Speaking of our kids in the armed -
forces, there's a great way for you to-really
help some of them. Jonathon Monken, a
1998 graduate of St, Charles High School
and a 2002 graduate of West Poin, is now
a 1st Lt. stationed in Iraq, and in charge of

- aplatoon of 30.
gone from earnest candidates, with a plan

Jonathon looks out for his platoon,
and he knows a few goodies from home i
brighten up the bleakest day.
Unfortunately, too many of these GI's
don’t have mail or packages coming, s0

Jonathon's father, Jon, is the director of
the Norzis Recreation Center, and he is
coordinating what I'm calling “Operation
Adopt A G.1" Jon has all the details you'll
need to make alonely kid's stayinIraqa |
little better. Call Jon at (630) 377-1405. :
This is something your whole family can
getinvolved in, so-call today. -

~  Bill Page lives in 8t. Charles and

owhs a marketing company. He also writes -
about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday Calls and e-mails answered at
(630} 584-0803 or

. wpage@mediawerks.org.
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State police to use
former FBI tower on-
forest | preserve Iand'

By PAUL DAILING
Kane County Chronicle

The " _Forest

use of a_former FBI commu-

nications tOWGI‘ on preserve

land..

* According to FBI Specxal-

Agent Spokesman . Frank
Bochte, the bureau is in ne-

- -gotiations with the Illinois.

State Police regarding the
sale of the tower in Johnson's
Mound Forest Preserve.
Because the tower is on pre-
serve -land, - the
*. Preserve Commission must
approve the agreement, al-

‘though it will not be in-.

Volved in the negotlatlons or
the: maintenance of the
tower.

. _ “We have nothing to do-
with that building other

than it sits cn our property,”

Forest Preserve  District’
Chief of .Police Charles
Budde said.

. Acommumcanons tower
has been in the Johnson's

‘Mound Forest Preserve for.

decades.. Formerly -located
directly on the mound, the
tower was moved to its cur-

rent location about 15 years |

ago, said Patrick McQuilkin,
operations supervisor for

the forest preserve district.
“It's been a flashing light

- on'the horizon of Geneva for

.years and years,” he said.
Although the FBI moved
its . operations out several
years ago, Bochte said the
‘bureau has not moved to a

_Preservé )
Utilization Comrhnittee will
- allow-the lllinois State Police

-satellite catio
system. The FBI does have

“complete coverage” in -the
Forest. T :

. years,”

\ N gl

m

communications

area, he said.

~ While the former agree- -
-ment with the FBI and the |
proposed agreement with

the state police will allow
local government organiza-

tions to- share use of the |
tower, it is- unlikely  that:f.

many will.

In 2001,: the

as a way to 1mprove recep-

tion in “dead zones” in radio .

in its jurisdiction. They re- .
ceived an estimate for the .
cost of running phone lines .

from Hughes Road to the
tower,

STt was an ungodly fee, :

Budde said. .

One difference in' the
new agreement will be the
time between contract re-'
newals. .-

“The FBI.was-a year at a
time, this one will be five
" said ' committee
Chairman Jan Carlson, R-
Elburn. .

Forest" |- ..
Preserve Pohce Department - |
looked into using_ the tower
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m Few changes: Top
prosecutor says he’ll
take 90 days to assess
effectiveness of office

By Mike Cetera
STAFF WRITER

ST. CHARLES TOWNSHIP —
On his final day as a criminal de-
fense attorney, incoming Kane
County State’s Attorney John
Barsanti offered a last wigh to a
client: I hope to never see you
again,

PR

The declaration was one of the
final pieces of attorney-client ad-
vice, if only implied, given from a

- man now charged with being the

county’s top law enforcer.

Barsanti was sworn in as state's
attorney during a noontime cere-
mony Tuesday, replacing fellow
Republican Meg Gorecki, whose
four years in office were marred by
a bribery scandal that briefly
forced her from the job and likely
cost her any chance at a re-clection
bid. Barsanti was to officially take
office at 12:01 a.m. today.

_The ascension for Barsanti
comes after a long court career,

s SOOI o it

Barsanti now state’s attorney

much of which has been spént as-&
Kane County assistant state’s attor-
ney. He served as a prosecutor
from 1979 until 2000, when he left
and joined the law firm of Camic,
Johnson, Wilson and McCulloch,
with offices in Aurora and Elgin.- *
Barsanti said his experience has
prepared him to run the office with
need for little on-thejob education
and promised few changes during
his first 90 days in order to asses
how things work. -
“Running for that office is
completely different than running

< Turn to BARSANTI, A6

BARSANTI

From page A1

the ofﬁce," Barsanti said.

Revamping felony process

One change expected to occur
immediately will come in how the
office chooses to prosecute certain
crimes. Police departments have
complained under Gorecki that it
became too difficult to press felony
charges even, for example, in basic

possession cases.

Barsanti said he plans to revamp
the office’s felony screening
practice, a move designed to give
police more authority in seeking
charges. Prosecutors also will study
how other nearby counties handle
felony authorization, Barsanti said.

\ “Fm going to put the case back in
" the hands of the police, rather than
- the prosecutor’s office,” he said.
 Barsanti said he expects few
personnel changes during the early
days of his leadership. Two of the

top assistants under Gorecki have ’

left, however, and Barsanti has
recruited DeKalb County’s first
assistant state’s attorney, Clint Hull,
to take over the same job in Kane.

. Barsanti said he will seek to add

no new positions and plans to bring

- back into the courtroom four people

Gorecki had assigned full time to
screen possible felony charges.

He also pledged to support
popular programs begun during
Gorecki’s tenure, including the
community prosecution units in
Aurora and Elgin, which have been
credited with using innovative
strategies to solve community
crime and quality-oflife problems.

Handling cases

Barsanti said his role as head of
the office largely will be
administrative but promised to try
some cases personally, He said he
had made no decisions on existing
cases but acknowledged the
possibility he might lead the
prosecution of Edward Tenaey in
his pending retrial on murder
charges. .

Barsanti led the first prosecution

-of Tenney for the 1993 murder of

Aurora Township widow Virginia
Johannessen. ‘
Barsanti also said he would seek
a special prosecutor for any pending
cases being handled by the private
firm he worked at to avoid any
appearance of impropriety. He did

not have an accounting of how

many cases that would include but
said the state should provide a
special prosecutor iree of charge.
Kane County Judge Donald
Hudson, who swore Barsanti in

machine message she

Tuesday, lauded the new state's
attorney for “his ability, his integrity
and his dedication to the legal
community.”

Gorecki’s last day

Gorecki, meanwhile, thanked
supporters and the judicial
community during her last day in
office, recognizing in particular
victims of crime, of whom she said
she takes “pride in the assistance
we were able to provide in the most
difficult time of their lives.” .

Gorecki did not say what she will
do now and made no mention of the
four-month suspension of her law
license, which ended several years of
investigation into an answering
left
suggesting a friend offer a bribe to

‘obtain a county job. Gorecki decided

against seeking re-election about five
months before the linois Suprerme
Court ordered the suspension.”
Gorecki said the highlights of her
tenure included implementing
specialized units within the office:—
including task forces on sexual
assault and animal rights — cutting
administrative costs and personally
prosecuting repeat offenders and
rapists. - .
“The last four years serving as
Kane County state’s attorney have
been the greatest of my life,”
Gorecki said in a statement, .



Kane

Offlczals hope to have
-new: system in place by
.,_Aprzl ,_electz_o_n season.

B By PAUL DAILING
T Kane County Chromcle

: To comply with fedéral electmn
guidelines, the - - Kane _ County

Electiéns/Voting Subcomnuttee has re-

quested bids for new voting systems. -
- . The Help America Vote Act of 2002 i§

~ a federal effort to encourage a move to

_ voting machines that do riot use punch

" cards. It was passed in response to ballot,
inconsistencies in the 2000 presndenhal_ ‘
" voters to cast ballots by filling in bub-

elecﬁon in Florida.

- HAVA' gives grant mohey to states‘

whn:h decidé how best to distribute the

T D7
requej_, [S new VO

. place by the April election season,” said

Gerald Jones, D- Au.rora, cha:u:man of the
' ‘the steps necessary to broaden the avail- -

‘subcommittee,
The consolidated eIectmn is Apnl 5.

" The grant money comes intwo sec-,

tions, The first section will be used: for

) punch card buyout,” said Zeina Alame, -
director of elections/tax for the county.

The county will receive $660,000. The

. second section will bie used to encourage
" that the machines comply with the
. Americans with Disabilities Act of 1975,

‘The state has not determinéd how those -

funds will beé distributed, but Alame said

« each voting precinct should expect ap-

proximately $5,000.
However, different requn'ements on
the state and federal levels have made
the process much more difficult.

~. Optical 'scan voting systems. allow

" bles next to a candidate’s name, similar

‘money to local governments. The local -

governments then choose and purchase
. appropriate machines. Should the local
govemrhent not have an acceptable sys-

tem in place by Jan. 1, 2008, Jitwould lose

-the federal funds.

B “We would like to have somethmg in’,

to standardized testing, Direct record

electronic, or touch streen systems; vse
computerized systems to tally votes.

Only optical scan systems have been

"a‘pproved by the state-of Illinois, which

requires a certifiable paper trail for.vot-
ing. However, only touch screen ma-

chines are approved by HAVAas compli-:

tmg systems

ant w1th theact,
“Unfortunately, lllinois has not taken '

able selections,” " said. G. William’
.'Rlchards, a member of the subcommit-

tee: “and - the Aurora Electlon :
Commission. : -

In addition, touch streen machmes '
would allow votes to be tallied in the vot- -
ing precinct, as required by HAVA. In pre-

_vious elections, votés were tallied in the
" county.clerl’s office.

“The request for propossls is ask.mg
for a DRE system, an optical scan system
or ahybrid,” Alame said. “We're looking"

"into all of them."”

The subcommittee was fonned thlS_.'
year to meet HAVA guidelines. In addi- -
tion to.including county board mem-
bers and clerk’s office staff, it also in-
cludes officials from' Aurora. It was
hoped that the city and county would

. find a common system; possibly buying -
“the machines together to recelve an
' economy of scale. |
‘At the very minimum, we would hke o

them to know what we think are appro-
priate,” Jones said.. -

The deadline for proposals wﬂl be
Jan. 6, Alame sa1d




'
]
l
'

I " - uswespeny preg

. . presers,eym - “WO0TTOD 313 0) ‘Speay
Aw o 15910013 21 UBA] Baey UL TEdAp U343 ‘s10n33sord
Aauione sae)s funo) suey se  [e Jurwinial pue

3mA1as Jo sTeak mojJsejayj,  Furouma s apgm read puo ux

- Aep JSB[ UO 19 .,Sm_v__m@%_ sure
| R -

105 xse

m_mﬁ,u 1313 .wﬁEmm.EoUE e 3m
-noaso1d quaoiad 67 Aq Jodpng
asanensiurwpe s,juauiedap

ay) Sumno :spuawysiduwodoe |

Iyio 19y Suonre sist p[oaIon

* "BJUIUAS IJBLUNN 3)
0] Uaym 2pLIap s10J033
-soid djay 01 saprunuos maraax
Areuad yieap e paysiqelsa
3Yyg "asnqge pue pneij woiy
w3 103101d pue urasis edag
13 Y3nory) senIqesip ym

- 91doad pue suezn 10TU3s AapM3

diay o1 dnoid e pajeard ayg
. "S3ISBD 30UI[OIA INSSUIOP

~. 3[pURY 01.WOONINOD ® PISE

185 39S ‘SUOMEBJOIA [EIUIWIUOT
~1AUZ PUR $9sNqe [eWTUe ‘UosIe
‘SaUILID X088 J231eL 0) $IN0] YSE}
pauels ays ‘udar 19y 1spur}

“A0ega] 191 SE aATaS JIM OSTR

oy sdnoid Hrumuriios pue
SAJTIONE MO[J3] WKy SOpIY| 13y

‘2211J0 ay) - paures aaey surerdoxd asoyy,

~surexdord

.Jo hrﬂ.: 18y uo spauq paredard:

pue day 10} jye1s 19y paiayo

‘suogsanb ST [fe paromsire ays
pres-aH ‘ssa[ieas 1SowUTe prens

a1 Jo duiBueyd ayy Supfewt yim

SSRUSTIONIRIA § N{D9I100) SIIPaIo .

oym ‘nuesreqg uyof Aouiony
so1e15 Suiwodur jo syuey;
a1 paraduled ‘Jjasiay ‘ayg

S . S Iom
ﬁBmomumﬁ.doEHotm.:mmm:ou.

131 pUE ASUWIONE $2)E15 SB AAIDS

19y BUR)S]-10§ SYUIPISaL paxurey
" {22105 ‘19 10] Y[el JUIUIe)S.
paredaid e 31 ags 1a9red 1Ay Jo'

Yonu ui suop

pey ays sy - PfIa10p ay
. xeupapesy { i
8aUs © araym |
X0 ‘suoneuop. §
‘uSredumnen §
M 1g3noq
aq. - pnog
“qofl  Aiunoo
®  3unsad

mem T

VoA

-8ns 10§ {mon-awardng STOUT

o Aq uorstadsns uow-1noy

19y A3uIone s21B)S SR JUIn JAY

INOQE Y[e) 0] PAUI[ISP DIIICD)
: * "paprens puy
"9SIAAIp puR Asnq

 10noasord do) se sread moj 1oy
_Jo onews[quia sem Aep ayy,

o "SPHMOD |
Supunozms 0} dn-pauado won

--BNSAmIpe Yay-dnoid wtoddns
-SPIIWOTY B UT SAIIre) 0} paye)

aYs ‘IaUUIp I13)JB PUY "S)BD
Jo suazop 3unoa[dau Jo pasnooe
SeM  OYm " UBRLIOM RIDINY |

- ue Jo ased ay) Sumgre’juads

SEM UO0CLI3)R. 19} ‘feID Japinwl
pue ade1 e jo Juusiuas

a3y 18 Buruoud yey Juads ayg” -

‘saxoq Supped Asuione |

‘ - sPies Alumon) suedy se Lep ser|
e Ml 197 pUsds LUpIp ppa109) Sajy

..@ﬁ%%@?ﬁ.
.. ZNOY VNOL &g |

18oud 5 pparon




FBI, State
“Police swap
Kane tower

By Steve Lord - /5- / -'057_
. starrwRer [ (s 72805

GENEVA — Although it's not a natur-
al feature, visitors to Johnson’s Mound
Forest Preserve near Elburn for years
were aware of the large tower on the

“property.
-What many people may not have
~known was the tower was a relay radio
station for the FBI — a key cog in the
communication network for the agency
charged with federal investigation of
everything from terrorism to gangsters. -
- Butthe FBl uses satellites now and no
longer needs the relay station. Members
-, of the Kane County Forest Preserve Uti-
lization Committee Tuesday recom-
mended transférring the easement al- *
- lowing the tower from the federal gov-
.ernment to the Iliinois State Police.

“The FBI has had the tower for at
least 40 years,” said Bob Quinlan, Forest
Preserve assistant secretary-treasurer.
“The State Police wants to take it over. It
would be a communjcation tower for

sthem.”
;+ - While committee members had no
». problem with the transfer — they moved
it to the Forest Preserve Executive Com-
:'--mlttee agenda for Friday — they won-
ivdered if the county’s Sheriff's Depart-
<*ment could use it. - .
+ Quinlan said there is a provision in the
;-contract that would allow any local
; -agency to use the tower, too. He said the
- sheriff's office has re]ected using it in the
- _past.
:"" Charles Budde, Forest Preserve pub-
:'lic safety director, said the Forest Pre-
v. serve police considered using the tower,
-, butit was too costly to run cables to it.
.~ “So, we put an antenna on the Elburn.
i water tower instead,” he said. '
++ Quinlan said the only difference be-
: tween the arrangement with the state is
"-that the easement agreement would be
i for five years. The agreement with ‘the
1 FBI was always one year at a time, re-
E newed by the county each year, he said.
!i

The mound in the Johnson’s Mound
Forest Preserve is considered the high-
3 st point in Kane County. The tower ac-
ma]ly is not on the mound, but in the pre-

7 serve to the side of it.




New | prosecu oF %

on famlllar turf

‘By-Rita Hoover

{ Barsanti’ was sworn . in .as
Kane County state’s attorney
Tuesday, replacing Meg Go-
recki whose
-1 marred by an ethics scandal.
‘| - Accompanied by his .wife,

Repubhcan from St. Charles,
 took .the. oath’ of office in a

j ;| modest céremony in the coun:

‘ty Judicial - Center -in St.
Charles. He was sworn in by
new Chief Judge Donald Hud-
son. :

| toplegal post marks his return

to an office where he worked

R |-for more than two decades, as

a prosecutor and a top assmt—

ant, -

“I wantedalow-keyehvwon
| | ment,” he sald after thanking

" *I wouldn’t have taken this
jobifIcouldn’t do whatllove,”
| said Barsanti. He said he ex-
“pects’ to carry “about three

ministrative duties. Barsanti
said that although no .major
changes “are' planned right
away, he will immediately im-
plement a streamlined proce-
dure for felony review proto—
~col. - -

He said he has chosen attor-
ney Clint Hdll, 4 first assistant
% | in DeKalb County to replace
i | outgoing Fll'St Assxstant Bob

% | Berlin, .

: Barsantl was chief of the ofﬁc-
| e's criminal division and a
.. | first assistatit for three of hIS
| five-bosses; .. -
In his guest for the job he

N SPEdaI to the Tribuné Wt
' "-* with more than 60 percent of

' Veteran prosecutor John‘ the vote, defeated attorney Re- . .

tenure was .

'Dawn Barsanti, a 52-year old -

Barsantl’s ascent to Kane 5

asmall group of well-wishers.

cases” in addition to his ad.

- A 2l-year veteran of the:
| county prosecutor's office,

-hves " she said.

| Kane state S attorney is sworn in’

. -beat three other Repubhcans‘

in- the March ‘primary and,

nee Robmson a ‘Democrat

from Aurora, in last month's

general- election., -

Tuesday also marked the de- _'

parture from office of Gorecki,
who did not seek re-election.

. Gorecki was the first - wom-
an elected state’s attorney in

- Kane County. She also was the .
ﬁrst state’ sattorneymﬂhnols oo

. to be disciplined by the state
Supreme Court for professmn- )

-, al misconduct whﬂe sti]l in of-

fice.

As.a result the court sus-
pended Gorecki’ s law licerisp
for four months, from Feb. 1to
Junel. . .

“In a written statement she |

lauded her staff and paid hom—
age tothe victims of crime, but
saidnothing of the ethics scah-
dal that loomed over her term,
“The last four years serving
as Kane County state’s attoy-
ney have been the greatest of

-my life," shé'said. “It has been

an honor and privilege 1o
work with all of the agencies

"and organizations which
make Kane County a wonder-
ful place td live," said the’ g7- .

. year-old. Repubhcan from GeL :

" neva.

_In addition to recogmzing :
her staff and the public safety

-officers who “together .
wer'e able to make a difference
in the lives.of thousands of,

-people,” Gorecki “also recog—.

nized “the victims of crime. ™
“I- will forever remember
what they had to endure and

.take pride in the assistance we

were able to provide in the
most difficult tun_es of thelr

]
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Kane delaj?s
Burlington
horse trail -

- Equestrian use could find its
way into preserve some day

By Steve Lord -~

swRTER e q Con newdS
- GENEVA — Kane County Forest Preserve offictals -

are not necessarily against horse riders using the
Burimgton Prairie Forest P .

They just want to guard against unbridled use of it

For that reason, members of the Forest Preserve’s
Utilization Committee Tuesday held back on approving
development of a horse trail for Burlington Prairie until
an overall master development plan is finished for the
preserve. ) : .

. That might not be until next fll, according to Monica
Meyers, Forest Preserve executive director, Meyers said
making a master development plan for a new presefve
would require input from the staff and public.

She said staff developed an idea for a horse tmil in the
preserve to Ty to shorteut that process because of a high

number of requests from horse owners in that area, -

Kane County has one of the highest horse populations

among all fllinois counties. "
*1t was a stopgap for this one use until we get a larger

master plan done,” she said. . :

But cornmittee members decided to hold off, saying

there are plenty of other horse trails and places in that
are for people to ride. They said an equestrian trail can
“be developed in the master plan.

. "We've gone more {o using strategic plans as opposed
to acting first, then planning,” said board member Dan
Walter, RSouth Elgin: - -

Burlington Prairie was started in 1989 with a unique
natural area that includes wetlands and untouched,
original prairie. Drew Ullberg, planning director, said
that part of the presetve, on the southeastern edge, is “a
major environimentally sensitive area.” "

“We would want the trail to stay away from it " he said.

Cautious approach

Burlington Prairie has been expanded three times ,

since 1989, the last time in 2001, to its present size of 437
acres, Itis that newer land, more on the northern edge of

the property along Lenchow Road, where the equesirian .

trail is proposed. Most of that land till is old farmlan

and is in the form of crops, Uliberg said, - -
He said horse riders actually do use that part of T

property now, riding along the fence lines of the different
farm fields. ;

“It seems people have the ability to ride in that area”
sajd board member Paul Greviskes, D-Aurcra. “I'm
concerned about those natural areas. Horses camrbe
quite damaging. I'd kikke to be cautious.” .

Meyers said there is some dense growth between the
sensitive arcas and the proposed equestrian trail that
would keep horses away. Ullberg said the county coidd
add some features of its own to isolate the area, too. =

The trail proposed would be a 2.25-mile, low-impact,
low-maintenanoce amenity, Ullberg said. Ullberg said the
trail would be no more than a mown grass trail, rather
than gravel. -

‘While no one keeps horse population figures by
cotunty, the Springfield-based Horseman's Council of
Illinois has said the biggest concentration of the mére
than 215,000 horses in Winois is north of Interstate:80
and east of Rockford. Kane County is right in the middle
of that region. . -

“There is great interest in horse trails here,” said
committee Chairman Jan Carlson, REburn. z




 Devel6pimeht bi6ck grant |

applications are available

The Kane . County Community
Development Block Grant- Commission

has announced that applications for 2005

funds are available.
Units of local government and nonprof-

. it organizations serving residents within

the county’s Community Development
* Block Grant program area may apply for
funds. The program area includes all of
Kane County outside the corporate limits
of Algonquin, Aurora, Egig,. Hamps}ure
and Huntley. -

To bé eligible for consideration, an
applicant must propose a project that will
either benefit low- and moderate-income
residents, or eliminate slum or blight ¢on-
~ ditions in the program area. Applications

will be evaluated by the commission, .
which will submit funding recommenda-

tions to the Kane County Board. .
. Those interested in obtaining an apphi-
cation can pick one up at the Kane County
Development Department office, third
floor, ‘Building A, 719 Batavia Ave,

Geneva. Those interested may call Scott

Berger, community development program -
manager, at 208-5351. Applications must
be received by the Kane Courity
Development - Department by 430 pm. -
Tuesday, Jan. 11, 2005.

caw L e T
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Court serves Kane,
Kendall, DeKalb

By William Presecky
Tribune staff reporter

The new chiefjudge of the 16th
Judicial Circuit, encompassing
Kane, Kendall and DeKalh
Counties, effectively will swap
duties with his predecessor un-
der a reorganization of judicial
assighments set to take effoct
next week.

Judge Donald Hudson, who
officially takes over as chief
judge of the cireuit Monday, said
the new assignments do not con-
tain any wholesale changes
from the one set by Judge Philip
DiMarzio, his predecessor

With the exception of assign-
ing DiMarzio to take his placeas
presiding judge of the court's
Felony Division, Hudson’s or
der does not call for any other
presiding judges to be switched,

Hudson was elected by vote of
the circuit’s 16 full circuit judg-
25 in September. He succeeds Di-
Marzio, who said he would not
seek re-election when he agreed
to accept the post two years ago.
Hudson’s term as chief judge ex-
pires in December 2006.

Hudson is a former first as-
sistant state’s attorney in Kane
County He was appointed an as-
sociate judge in1993 and elected
to the bench four years ago.

In addition to his administra-
tive duties and handling the
court’s probation call, Hudson
sald he expects to retain “a
handful of [criminal trial] cases

. cases in which I've made
some substantive rulings. I'm in
the middle-of some major felo-
nies, and T'll probably take

New chief judge |
takes the helm
in 16th Circuit

those,” he said. -
Hudson said he plans to be

-“proactive and progressive in

dealing with the problems that

confront the court systern” in .
the vast, fast-growing circuit. |
In addition to' Geneva and St,

-Charles, the circuit operates’

courtfacilities in Yorkviile, Syc-
.amore, Elgin, Aurora and Car-
pentersville.

“Trealize that asjudgeswe are .
being asked to do more with ,
less, as most people that have to
deal with the [eourt) system are,

“but I don't believe that a limita-

tion on funding should become

‘an impediment to improving

the operation of the court sys.
tem. That's my general philoso-
phy” said Hudson.

Because of chronic over-
crowding in the Kane County
Jail in Geneva, Hudson said he
is examining several options.

“I'm formulating plans to cre-

ate whatIwould call an ‘acceler-

ated disposition court’ where
defendants who are charged
with lesser felonies and remain
in jail unable to make bond, we

would have a specific court . . .

that we target the resolution or
disposition of those cases,” said
Hudson.

"“One of my overall goals is to
establish my own good working °
relationship with the [County]
Board,” he said. “Also on the ho-
rizon, I want to finalize a long-
range plan for the court system.
We haven't had one here yet,”

“said Hudson.

“Essentially, what it is de-
signed to do is establish puide-
lines that will make the process-
ing of cases through the court

‘system more efficient and time-

1y he said.
Hudson said he hopes to have
a final plan by mid-2005.
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County obligated to
build animal shelter

In October, the Kane County
Board approved $835,000 for
its Child Advocacy Center and
broke ground the sare month.

Last year the board approved -

$175,000 for repair of the
Fabyan windmill. Final cost of
the project? .

Almost $1 million.

In August, the board
approved construction of a

. county animal control facility,

but ground has yetto be -

. broken.

In 1998, county rabies tag .
fees were doubled with the
understanding that the
increase was needed foran
animal control facility. The
minutes of the board meeting
where the increased fees were
approved reflect that. Six years
later, citizens are.still awaiting
its completion.

It is the only county depart-
ment that is self-sustaining,
with over $750,000 already col-
lected from tag fees, added to
$1 raillion of county capital
funds approved last year for
the facility’s construction.

In light of the Nov. 25 Daily
Herald article about homeless
cats and nurnerous related
articles of the past, I would.
hope county board members .
will soon realize that addi-
tional space is needed for area
homeless animals, including
dogs. s

The unwanted reproduction
of owned and stray animals’
has not been adequately
addressed by those able to
make a difference, including,
but not limited to, government
officials.

About 10 years ago, a very
good overpopulation bill was
introduced in the Illinois legis-

lature which would have pro-
vided low-cost spaying or
neutering for low-income pet
owners and caregivers who are
trying to alter animals living in
fields, behind businesses and
in neighborhoods. The bill was
defeated and never reintro-
duced. . :
The Child Advocacy Center
and the proposed new jail, for
which construction approval is
a month or.two.away, are
replacements for outgrown

. facilities.

A much-needed animal con-
trol building, not replacing any

.previcus one, should be a

county priority. Surrounding
counties, such as McHenry,
DeKalb, Cook, DuPage and
Lake have had animal control
facilities for decades.

Kane County is mandated by
state law to have an animal
control facility because of the
its rabies tag fee collection.
What does it take for people,

including members of the
county board, to do the right

thing? Or will it be politics as
usual? :
- Susan Hess
Kindness Inc.
Elgin
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" E-mails from the edge

E- MAIL: I served as an election judge, -

~"and T happened to notice your column in
which you speak of problems with this ‘
month’s elections. You wrote about the
inability of the county clerk’s office to get
the ballots counted in a imely fashion, 1
do not believe that you are being fair to
" the county clerk’s office in this matter in
‘light of the extremely high turnout for this
elecion. - -~ 7. o
-~ With such a gréat tummout in our -
county, you should be pleased with the
efficiency thiat the clerk’s office and the -
electionjudges throughout the courty -
performed their tasks on election night.
What I hear you asking for is instant
gratification. Well you could have had
Instant gratification if less people voted.
~ Ifyou have a better; faster way to

count, then T ask you make suggestions to-

help speed the process rather than just

complain that you had to wait until after ‘

midnight to get the results, - ,
BILL: So the reason the vote count was
slow was because there were too many of

graduate from the drug court program
and I'am very angry so many bad seeds
get the-publicity and the graduates like -
my fiaricé never seem to be in the
spotlight for taking advantage of what
Judge Doyle is providing. o

He has been clean corning on two and °

:a half years. He works two jobs, SIX daysa
week, makes meetings, has a sponsor and
-keeps tryirig day after day in the name of
recovery. : S
He is grateful for the opportunity that
was given to him and mentions it to me
quite often. He knows that if it weren't for
Judge Doyle, we would not have anything
that we have today. ' B
Ifludge Doyle has made mistakes,
anyone can make them. He deals with .
people who made mistakes everyday in
court, I thank him daily for allowing my
fiancé to recover from his mistakes, -
BILL: Thanks for the great letter.
Unfortunately, if the lawyers that are
going after Doyle and the Drug Rehabil-
itation Court have their way, it will be the
end of success stories such as this, To
those lawyers, a recovering addict who _
isn't committing ctimes isn't something to
celebrate; it's alostlegal fee. -

* %

E- MAIL: Your column about the fight
to save two houses in Geneva misses the

" point. Itis important for us to preserve

our past. These houses weré great
examples of “worker homes” and have
great historical value. If you had.
something as historically significant,

- -wouldn't you want it preserved? .

+ BILL: Somewliere in the attic I have a

. -leisure suit... does that count?

LR ) -

E- MAIL: I see (Kane County Clerk) .

- Jack Cunningham might be thinking

about running for mayor of Aurora. What
do you think about that? )
BILL: After the way Jack and his staff

~ botched the recent elections, let me be

the first to wish him well in some other .
elected office. Preferubly, one that doesn't
involve counting. . - :

* %%k

E-MAIL: Please stop writing about

"how stores aren't allowing the Salvation

Army to stand in their doorways to collect

] -money. I'm glad I'm not being guilt-
those damn pesky voters? Gee, we're sorry. .
. .. X kK

E- MAIL: 1 am the grateful fiaricé of a .-

tripped by beggars with bells every time 1
go Christmas shopping. This is supposed

+10 be a happy time, and I don't need them .

depressing me. .
BILL: Thank you for remindingus
what Christmas is all about: being able to.

shop for a Chia Pet in peace. .

. ke

E-MAIL: 'Refem‘ng to toy safety -

experts as “nannies,” was rude. These are

people who'have one goal: to keep
dangerous toys out of the hands of
children. You should apologize.
~ BILL:I'would, butI can't keep a

' straight face talking to a grown man

whose title is “toy safety expert.”
T L :

~ E- MAIL: Your Thanksgiving slam at o
peaple who choose not to eat turkey was
not funny in the least. At our house we -

" had awonderful meal of vegetables, -

breads, fruits and nuts. Not only was it
better for us nutritionally, it was better

* spiritually. Unlike you, we did not murder

a turkey for some primal iirge.

BILL: By “primal urge,” do you mean
sandwich? - T

* Bill Page lives in St. Charles and
owns a marketing compary. He also writes
about local issues on. Tuesday and o
Thursday. Cails and e-mails answered ar
(630) 584-08090r = . -
wpage@mediawerks.org,




Metra

Commuter train
would extend
past Elgin station

By Jon DAvIs
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Rockford and Belvidere want
Metra service to help fight grow-
ing traffic woes and appear
willing to pay for it as the sub-
urbs slowly and inevitably
march toward the Rock River,

The Northern Ilinois Com-
muter Rail Initiative — a
coalition of civic groups plus
local governments in Boone and
Winnebago counties — is tout-

.ing a plan to extend commuter

trains from Elgin via Huntley,
Marengo and Belvidere. to

downtown Rockford.

Doing so could alleviate
growing traffic congestion on
the Northwest Tollway by carry-
ing an estimated 222,000

'| commuters annually from their

LI

R AL ST
short: It'sjista proposal.

0/ar, but Rockdord and:

homes in the Rock River valley
to their jobs in the Northwest

suburbs or downtown Chicago.

- “A lot of the growth that we're
seeing there is from people that
are cominuting into the collar
counties (especially to Elginand

the Hanover Park-Streamwood
area),” said Jim Ryan,Rockford's -

point man in the rail initiative.

“We need another option other

than 1-90.”

The proposal is at the begin- -
ning of a process that could take -

before the first train rolls west.

- perhaps a decade or more -

Nor is Metra necessarily eager -

to be an object of the cities’ -

See Ml:'l'ﬂAlon PAGE 15 -

i

.| Proposed Metra [|' N -
oxtenslo o

)
* Propose:

1. BigTimber Station’ 5. Tolway Station " o

- 2, Hutiey Station 6. Perryville Road. *_ * couary.
-3, Maréngo Station ™ -Station .
4. Belviders Station ; D’?fW"tOWﬂ :

ockford

PR e . [
oL *.  DAILY HERALD
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Cunnin, said he feels a
sense of loyaity to the clerk’s
office staff and takes pride in
the accomplishments so farin
his term, including an overhaul
of the tax extension system,
updates of the voter registration
system and ongoing efforts to
get vital fecords imaged.

He dismisses ariy notion that
recent stumbles by the office
connected to the Nov. 2 elec-
tion, notably the disputed
d  resulis to the broadband Tefer-

+ endum in St. Charles, have him
* Jooking for aniew office.

“ “Ib get on the ballot, for what
would be Cunningham’s third

With a poll suggesting he

iti try for the mayor's office, nomi- -
- Egﬁjnﬁytglegﬁ?igf mgﬁa'}ﬁ- .nating petitions are due by Dec.
' he's thinkin ine |, 13, o
:ﬁg"‘mc: f.ommmg H?iyir;tenng "= He's already gatl':;ngg signa- | ‘ -
“I'm pondering,” he said this tures and -expect a decision in a ) .
. . week in his matter ofdays‘.

office, where Heed nol apply: Builders and

: ltif nas h?adl?:i utility company representatives |

t‘-tE -fc erhs have been lining up lately to ask,

fastlfﬁn ]omratm € Kane County Forest Preserve
“The decisio District officials for land to run |

is wﬁetiﬁlgg wires, pipes and all the u¢er

-entered the (I $Dﬁ-arkstructum that makes things

crowded %Eldf 3 They are called easements

County "l:‘um%gs? ol and are the topics of the most
i :R?:mhar; 11?:-?1:' routine and frequent public-pri- |.

Bill Wyatt and B = V38 deals made.

.Angel Hernandez, less than But as the forest preserve

dn_'ee months before a February

rimary.

His iterest in the race,
besides deep roots in the city,
has been bolstered by.a peil he
commissioned in early Novem-

- takes over more land, and pri-
vate entities continue to tuy to
build near that land, things are
getting crossed over.

Every month forest preserve
comrnissioners are listening to

requests for new easements.

. ber that shows him winning a
five-way contest.

: Mast go smoothly, but some
According to the poll, con- | §

. —such as Nicor Gas’ request 10

ducted between Nov. 3 and 5, Tuna line u;g:?gguhm e Path
Cunningham led the pack with I et 1 coming D
16.7 percent of respondents Now the &

with a universal easement
request form that adds some
bureaucracy to the pracess but

saying they would vote for him E
for rmayor. That's compared to
12 percent for Weisner, a former

Aurora city department head;
14.7 percent for Irvin, a local
attorney; and 10 percent for
-Wyatt, 2 county board member.

Hernandez came in with 2.7
percent, with 44 percent unde-
cided. ’

The poll, administered by
Westmont-based McCulloch
Research and Polling, was a
survey of 300 registered voters.
It had a margin of error of 4.2
percent. -

- If he ran and was elected
mayor, Cunningham would
have to give up his office this
spring, two years before his first
‘term expires. That's the point
that has him preparing to enter,
the political fight but debating
whether he should stay cut.

“People have been after me

for a long time asking me if Id |.
be running,” he said. “But that’s |
the hard part. I really enjoy this

makers.

] Continsted from Poge 1

g| policy-makers in a betier posi-
tion to get more money or
w| other concessions in exchange
s| for taxpayer land.
¥
¥

v Raise your hand: Kargn
McConnaughay and 13 county
board members will take their

M

job”

- simplifies it for the palicy- ;
The goal is to put those

See WALDRON on PAGE3

Waldron: County board changeover is Monday

path of office at 8:30 a.m.
Monday to mark the start of a
new term in county govern-
ment.

With the simple ceremony at
the county government center
in Geneva, McConnaughay, 2
5t. Charles Republican, will
officially succeed outgoing
county board chairman Mike

McCay, an Aurora Republican.
Among the board members

taking office, seven are fresh-

man members of the panel.

» PatrickWaldron covers Kare
County government and poli-
tics. To contact him, call (630}
587-8632 or send e-mail to
puwaldron@dailyherald.com.
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" woolies and the rock salt
- and the molasses.

- gounds asweaponsinthe ™

* Campton Towiship this sca-
- amolasses-treated salt, al-

“help public works depart-

- and calcium chloride

- molassesin most of jts

- jtisascold as2D degrees.

2-04
!5}7 ronic. lé

A new way

Products’ _
with molasses
help melt tce

snow

ByPAUL DAILING
Kane County ﬂ:.mnide

ime for the snow.

“Time for the window

scrapers and the muk- -~
" luks. Time to break out the °

Molasses? That sugary
syrupy slow stuff? ‘

That's right. o

Central Kane County -

road crews increasingly use -+

molasses-based com-

ght against ice and snow.
Kane County and

son will sali their roads with .

though the county hasbeen
mixing molasses com- :
poundswith its salt for

years. These products can;

ments meltroad snowat |
lower temperatures, with
{ess corrosion and run-off
and with amuch better
smell than traditional salt

Butdo not Tun Lo your
paniry just ye

“It's not what you're pul-
ting on your pancakes,” said -
Gary King, president of
Road Selutions Inc and -
Carrelated Products, which
uses de-suga:ed sugar beet

products. .
Agriculturc-based hqu.ld
de-icers debuted in the mid-
19905, King said. Ice Ban,
one of the best-known agri-
cultural de-icers, was intro- -
duced in 1897 Itis based on’
com steep, a liquid left be-

. hind from the manufacture

of products such as com
starch and ethanol, said
Jamic Welch, vice prestdent
of operations for

"' Friendly Chemicals Inc. BFG -

has made Ice Ban since pur- *
chasing the patent from the-
defunct Natural Solutions -
Inc. in 2002.

Ice Ban pmducis and

" Road Solution’s De-Ice line

can be used as de-icerson
their own, but more often
are sprayed on‘road $alt be-
fote the salt is spread. Salt -
can melt [ce and snow when

" . S06 MOLASSES, page2

] “I smells Iuke we're bakmg cookles in here"’ F-T’Fway Comrmssmner Sa
.molasses in one of Campton Township's winter salt sheds, The township is ising a new kind of road sart that is

- mmed wrth mu!asses to |mprove its performance and protect the enwronment

|
Local crews were ready for flrst snow

By PAUL DMLING
. Kanc County Ghmnlcle

though the first measur-
. able snowfall came ear-
ler than expected; Kane ..

Gountyroad crews were ready. -

Some publi¢ works offi- - -

" clals éven were excited.

“Tt shakes the gremlins out .

of the systen,"said Richard
Babica, South Elgin's director -
of street operations. |

. The4-inch snowfall the

- day befureThanlsgmng

served as a trial run for the -
county road crews, most of
which had been prepared
weeks ahead of ime. -

“We've been goténgour :. )

plows in order since August.”

said Elburn Superintendent of

public Works Art Sanchez. -
" Others barely made it.

Blackberry Township - -

Highway Commissioner

- Rodney Feecessaid that the
second half of the road salt or- -

dered for the season did not -
‘arrive until Nov. 23, the day

) before the snow. .

SBB SNOW page 2

‘It smells like cookles

m Gal[uca said, referring to the smefl of

to clear the road

BenJeﬂkns—urmmmff

CIearmg Kane Coun'ty's roads

Road miles given in lane

miles, which means each:, .-

" |ane counted as one mile;
- all budgets approximate;

“salt trucks also equxpped

wnn p%ows )

“'Geneva’

Mies of roadway: 204
Budget: 5265,000
Fleet: 11 salt trucks, 10 1-

" |- ton plow n'ucks
i 'Staﬂ ?_4

. st Charles o
- - Miles of roadway: 350

Budget: $400,000
Fleet 17 salt trucks, 8 plow

: Slaff 32 fulltime, Bas

needed

Batavia

Mies of roadway: 240
Budget; 565,000 to

- §75,000 for materials,
labor under public works
~ budget

g
- Flegt: 9 saft trucks, 4 plow-

‘ Sugar Grove

" trucks -
. Staft: 10

_Morth Aurora

“trucks ava:lahle as needed

St 20
Bbum

- Miles of rmadway: 60

Budget: 550,000 .
Fleet: 7 saft trucks .~
Staff: 5 fulitime, 4 as needed

Miles of roadway: 104

- Budget: $85,000

Fleet 9 salt trucks, 7 pluw

Miles of roadway: 60
Budget: $35,000 for
materials, labor under public

", works budget, $30,000 for
‘contractors

Fleet: 7 dump trucks, 2.

. pickup trucks both can -

spread and plaw).

Statf: 7 fultime, 4105 as
needed, plus contractors for
cutde-sacs and some

. subdiisions

South Elgin .
Miles of roadway: 125

" ‘Budget; $105,000

Fleet: 8 salt trucks, 2 plow
trucks as needed, & -

additional sait trucks as

needed

Staff: 16-

Campton Townslup

. Miles of roadway: 123
Budget: $160,0001t0 -

$190,0C0

" .Fleet: 9saltirucks .
. Staff: 7 fulkime, 4.as needed

Blackberry Township
Mites of roadway: 106
Budget: $30,000
Fleet: 6 salt trucks
Staff; 3 fulHime, 3 as
needed

Kane County "
Miles of roadway: 720 -
Budget: $1 milion :

.Fleet: 30 salt trucks

Staff: 26 fulllime, 6

seasona1 ("snowbn'ds")

—_— .

. — ——
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Molasses

: Snow

isa pre-l:eatgdsal_l, asop-

. o_n’tinued from page 1

~we would be 100 percent-
Teady” even without the sec-
ond half, hesaid. .
Blaise Boscaccy, sueet
‘foreman fox St Charles, said -
the snow had not been ex- '
pected to accumulate on the

- ttreets., At approximately 3:40

p.m.. he decided to send out
the city's 25-truck fleet. ’
"By 4 o'clock, the trucks
wers of the read,” he said. "
. Many townships and mu-
nicipalites expect 1o handle
the winter's snow removal

Aurora, Elbucn, Campton
Township and Blackberty -
Township maintain rescrve

with staff. 5t Charles, North .

posed to the earliér de-icers,

h w]ué:h aredagplied t& 5%;3“
. ‘ ‘made its debut on the East
Cortinued frompage 1 . Coastin2001 and hasbeen
e \ - " spread across the country
Salt treated with calcium . since. ) .
chloride ¢can go as low as Z0ro " pdvocates of ClearLane
dcg'rees_Da-lcg andlce Ban tout its biodegradability, its

- both claim tobring that tem- lower operating temperature -
peraturg well into thenega- - andeven its stickiness. - .

_ tives. The additives also are - . "The small amourt of me-
biodegradable andleavea . lagseshas such a sticking -
protective layer onthe pave- .qualitythatit sticks where it's

“ment to help prepare forthe  applied,” Cargill spokes-
nextsnow.’ e woman Lauie Johnson said.
- “Itslike theTeflonohan  Thismeans thatit will not
- jron skillet,” King seid. : " bounce offtheroad when itis
“The creation of the first spread, so trucks neednot |
natural de-icersled toa. -~ reapply later.
*sczamble for newer, better in- ", Ahotheradvantage
dients. It 5000 was noticed  Gallucci sawwagthat the cane
“that reular molasses had sev- molasses coating on the salt
- eral ingredients that would spreads into snow, This will
. makeagoodde-icet. - heip melt snow inlow- waffic
Seientlsts looked forwayste  areas such as subdivisions.
extract these ingredients from Traditional road salt works
the molasses or to synthesizé  better in high-traffic areas,
them. ° : . . where the Jarge numbers of
\. *Thensomeone hadthe - cars help pack the sait into the .
idea, lesjusttest theme-~ snow.” . - :
- Jasses'” Kingsaid. . .7 7h . d there is another bene-
Molasses itselfworked . G -
very well Todd Blogmer soon “ 7 i emellsiiké molasses
.\ - patented a de-icer made T cooldes” Galluccisaid.
inainly of de-sugared sugar . haliois expensive. It costs
‘beet molasses, a byproduct of * $10 per ton more than regular

- edible sugat. He marketed it - -.roadsalt. . .

- through the now-defuntt ' -~ “Forasmaller operation, it
. Mountain Preducts, before. - probably imakes sense,” said, -

. scllingthepatent. _ Jacek Tyszikdewicz, engineer of
. "The Kane County Division . opezations for the Minois ’

of Transportation has used lce Departmeint of Transportation

- Ban and De-Toe 50 totreatits *  Districtl, which covers -

road saltfor the past five years, . Mclenry. Lake, Cook, .
 Assistant Diréctor Bob " DuPage, Will and Kane coun:

~ Skidmore said. Thisyear.allof  ties. "Butwe buy 145,000 tons

the 729“la1_1c7ni.i1es ofcounty - ofsalt, Forthecost of putting
road will be covered with . - iton, Tdor't see that much ofa
. ClearLane Treated Sait,apre-  benefit” © .
inolassezed rock saltfrom - 0 The National Oceanic and
Minnesota-based Catgill Salt. - Aunmpheric Administration .

. Last year, Campton . predicts about 20 percent less
Township tested CleatLane on ; precipitation and average '
about one-third ofits arterial - temperatures thiswinter. This .
roads. Highway — _ .~ ‘s withinthe temperature

 Commissioner Sam Gallucci | range inwhich salttreated
was so impressed with the .- with calcium chioride will
product that all 123 milesof - work, leaving many wonder- ‘
township read will be galted ingwhether ClearlAnespros - .
 with ClearLane this winter. .. - outweighitscons.” ) ‘
-‘Batavia also.tested ClearLane “The jury's still out on its
and, while it did not make the . application,” said South Elgin
" gwitch, it will spread last year$s - Director of Smeet Operations
leftoversasneeded. - Lt Richard Bablca. “One ofthe
Clearl aneis amixte of  “primary disadvantages is that
_ molasses and magriesium  if a person walks through it =
| ‘chioride applied to sodium . . then walks onvtheir diean car- -
chloride, also known as salt. It pet, they've got molasseson

their carpet” .~ . .

Jists with people to-call
should an exceptionally .
heavy snowfall come. MNorth

_ Auroraalso hires contractors,
.to plow cul-de-sacs and cer-

1ain subdivisions, such as

‘Waterford Oaks and Qrchard” - .

Estates, said Mike Glock, su-

" perintendent of public works.
Oountymadswi]lbehan- :

dled by 32 maintainers, stxof
- whom are seasonal employ-

ees-unofficially known.as
_“cnowbirds.” The rest are,

- county staff, said Bob Skid-. -
miore, assistant directox ofthe -

" Division of Transportation.’
The trjal fun boded well-
for the county’s pmpa:edn

ess.
“all pur trucks are loaded,

and all ourpersonnelin
- plage,” Skidmore said. “We

_could be out on theroad in 30
. minutes.”

See yourself in Neighbors ...




County Board Chairwoman Kare
in with board members who tool

By William Presecky
Tribune staff reporter

Monday was supposed to be
historic for Karen MecCon-
naughay—her first day as chair
B | of the Kane County Board and
8 | as the only woman to hold that

- post.

- But history has been put on

weeks.

McConnaughay,” 47, of St
Charles, played the part of
board chairwoman as she met
and greeted county staff, offi-
cials and well-wishers before
and after a swearing-in ceremo-
ny at which the 13 board mem-
bers elected on Nov. 2 took the
cath of office.

She won't officially become

board chairwoman until Dec.
20. '
A minor change in state law
that McConnaughay said went
unnoticed until Friday effec-
tively pre-empted her from be-,
ing sworn into office with her’
peers. She is the first elected
Kane board chairwoman.

A statutory amendment that
took effect.in July, presumably
to accommodate the counting of
provisional ballots, according
to McConnaughay, pushed back
the swearingin of County
Board chairmen to the third
Monday in December from the
first.

hold, at least for a couple of

Tribune photo by George Thompson

n McConnaughay was not sworn

k the oath of office Monday.

Kane chairwoman
| must wait for post

Swearing-in pushed back 2 weeks

Tt was fortuitous that we dis-
covered this change,” she said.

“As of today, I'm unemploy-
ed,” quipped McConnaughay,
who met later Monday with re-
tiring beard Chairman Mike
McCoy to map out an interim
strategy for the unexpected two-
week delay in making the tran-
sition. _

Exceptfor emergency or time-
sensitive matters, McCoy said
he does not plan to exercise au-
thority over the next two weeks,
with the exception of presiding
over ameeting of the board’s Ex-
ecutive Committee Wednesday
and the monthly board meeting
on Dec. 14

McCoy had largely vacated
the premises Friday when he
was alerted that his term would
be extended.

McConnaughay said she will
use the adided time to “continue
the transition” begun last
month,

In deference to his successor, .
McCoy said he willcalla special”
hoard meeting,” “probably for
thie 20th, or shortly after, for the
purposeof {McConnaughay] set-
ting her committees.”

At ceremonies Monday in the
Kane County Government Cen-
ter in Geneva, Chief Judge Do-
nald Hudson administered the
oath of office to six incumbents
and seven newcomers to the
County Board.
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| McConnaughay -
era delayed by

I new :-state law

- By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

* GENEVA - Afunny thmg has
happened to Karen McConnaughay
on her way to being sworm in as new
Kane County Board Chairman.

She's discovered-she still has a
couple more weeks to wait.

With everything in place for Me-

" Connaughay to be swomn in as chair-
man Monday, the St. Char]es Re-

publican now
has discovered
that a new state
law which went

into effect July

30 says she can-

not be sworn'in §

“until the third

Monday in De- -

" cember, which
is Dec. 20. _
- M-oc
Connaughay
said the state’s
attorney’s office
discovered the

- Karen

McConnaughay
will be sworm in
as Kane County
Board Chairman

new mandate as on Dec. 20.
it was going-
over details of Monday s plarmed

_ swearing-in cercmony.

“We were just getting things or-
ganized, doing the papcrwork with
the state’s attorney's office,” she
said Friday..“I said, 'Well it's good
we discovered this now.’

One of the reasons the new law
requirement might have been over-

‘loaked is because it affects only a
handful of countics statewide. The
- law applies only to counties that
have a board chairman clected at-
large, by county voters as a whole.
- In Northern Iilinois, that is only
Kane, DuPage and Cook counties.
But Cook has laws that affect it
alone, and, in DuPage, board Chair-
man Robert Schillerstrom was re-
clected unopposed, so his swearing
in was a mere detail.

Kane was the only county that
had a change in administration af
fected by the law. According to Mc:
Connaughay, the change means
current board Chairman Mike
McCoy, R-Aurora, will have to serve
as chairman for another two weeks.

Cleaning out office

Friday, McCoy was using what he
thoughtwas his kst day in office to firi-
ish cleaning out his work area. Boxes
and remnnants of eight years were scat-
tered everywhere.

“Well, I thought this was my Jast"
day,” McCoy said Friday afternoon,.
after members of the news media in-.,
formed him of the situation. “But] can
continue to serve for another two
weeks, that's no problem. Hey, I can’
run the place with my eyes closed.” .~

He will preSlde over one more“

‘County Board meeting, en Dec. 14.

Despite the change in Monday’s
agenda, 16th Circuit Court Chief
Judge Donald Hudson did not get Ius
robes pressed for nothing.

Hudson will go ahead with swear-
ing i 13.other County Board meny
bers as planned at 8:30 a.m. Monday at,
the Xane County Board Room, Build-+
ing A, Government Center, 719 S »

* Batavia Ave e

New faces on board |

More than half of the board mem-
bers to be sworn in Monday — seven:
— are newcomers to the board, 'Ihey
include: Linda Holmes and Bonnie Lee-
Kunkel, both D-Auror; Makaavuust
RSt Charles; Marlena Fox, D-Elgi;
Michael Kenyon, RSouth Elgin; Holfie..
Kissane, D-Carpentersville; and;,
Thomas Van Cleave, R-Batavia. "

The other six are incumbents who:

woareelection. They are: Jan Carlson,”
R-Elburn; Paul Greviskes and Rudy.
Neuberger, both D-Aurora; Jackies
Tredup and Don Wolfe, both RElgiii;”
and John Hoscheit, RSC Charles. -
All the County Board members arg.

" sworn in as Kane County Forest Prec

serve District Comumissioners at the’
same time. A

©
'

Reason for law

MeConnaughay said she has not
had time to Yook into it, but she was "a'
Tittle curious” about the motivation be, -
hind the change in state law.

She said some sources have told
her the date was moved back to ac-
commodate the possibility of a delay.
in counting provisional ballots in the,
Noveniber election, This was the ﬁrst
year provisiona ballots were used, in:
an effort to make sure everyone who:

thought they were registered to wte

gotachance to vole.

Officials were unsure how much of :
arole provisional ballots would p
election day and how many there
would be. Although she will not take:r

the path Monday morning, Mc-
Connaughay said she will be there

with a smile on her face.
“I'm excited for the new board‘

* members,” she said. “I want to be?

there to welcome them on the boa:'d.”“

-t
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Forest preserve commlttee
says goodbye: to two members

‘ByPAULDAILING -
Kane County Chromcle

'I'he . "Forest . Preserve
. Executive Committee on Friday
bid farewell to two members.
The courity board seats of
former  forest = preserve
President Jack Cook; R-Elgin,
and Douglas Weigand, - R-
Batavia, will be filled Monday

by Marlena Fox and Thomas -

- Van Cleave, Fox defeated Cook
. in’last month’s elections and
Van Cleave defeated Howard
. Katz to take the seat Weigand
- vacated. The incoming board

* members will riot necessarily.

join the comumitteé.

Cook was elected in 1990, -

taking a seat once held by his
- father, Orande E. Cook The
younger Cook served as forest
preserve president for eight
years. In 2002, he was chal-
‘leniged by the current president,
" John Hoscheit,” R-St. Charles.
Cook withdrew his name from

consideration, and the county -

board elected Hosche1t by a25-
Ovote.
“Ina penod of three to four

- years, the demands of the or-

ganization changed and we
had to man- .
age ‘the for- [}
est preserve
‘more as a-
business
" than we had
- in the past,”
Hoscheit
said. g
- Most  of . KX
the changes -
came . after -
the . open’
space’ refer-
endum-  of
1899, over |
which ' Cook
presided. |
The $70 mil- . §
lion referen-
‘durmn passed,
allowing the
forest pre-
-serve. to ac-

- Weigand -
f{mre thousands of acres of new
and
"Iwanted to bring the forest
preserve out of the dark ages

and into the current century,”
Cook smd “Up 10 then the for-

—h, i, -

5 .when you e
\ done, 'he said.

:est preserve was ]ust 51tt1ng
there,” -

Weigand was elected in

Bl 1992, taking the board seat of
& former -

forest  preserve.
President Fhil Elfstrom, who re-

-tired. Weiganhd has served on
‘the committee for the last six -

ars. In-2000, he tried to chal- -
enge Cook for-the forest pre-

sérve presidency, but withdrew
. from consideration whenhere-
alized he didn’t have the votes.

" ‘He.did not seek re-election to

the county board thisyear, -
- "Leave 0n your own terms
ill getting the job -

- Weigand' plans to stay in-
volved with preservationissues,
although through private, non-
profit organizations such as the
Fox Valley Land Foundation. -
Cook is looking into further in-

- volvemnent with the Coalition of -

Forest Preserves and the Fox

" River Ecosystern Partnership.

“I don't consider him to be
completely retired from the for-
est preserve,” Hoscheit said of
Cook. “I think he'll stilt be acon-

.tnbutor

AT S A B S, Y, M A ———
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New chief’s start

means judges get | \

new courtrooms

. Three of Kane County’s felony
courtrooms will have different
judges on the bench today as

part of a reshuffling that coin- |

cides with the start of Judge

‘Donald Hudson's term as chief

judge of the 16th Judicial Cir-
cuit. ,

Hudson says he will move
from his third-floor courtroom
in the 5t. Charles Judicial Center
downstairs to the bench occu-
pied by Judge Philip DiMarzio,
the outgoing chief judge of the
circuit, which includes Kendall
and DeKalb counties.

- DiMarzio, Hudson said,

wanted to return to presiding
over felony casesiand will be
back to the bench he vacated at
the start of his 2-year term.

“In deference to his seniority,
1 thoughit it was appropriate to
return him to his courtroom,”
Hudson said.

Hudson, who often presides |-

over some of the county’s most
high-profile criminal cases, will
continue to oversee some of his

old docket while serving as'chief

judge. -

The chief judge is responsible
for court administration, proba-
tion and other departments,
judicial assignments and policy
decisions for special programs,
such as Kane County’s drug
court, -

Meanwhile, Judges Grant
Wegner and -Patricia Piper
Golden, who also preside over
felony cases, will mave to differ-

ent courtrooms on the judicial

center’s third floor.

Golden will move into the
courtroom occupied by Wegner,
who will take over in Hudson's
old courtroom.

Hudson said Wegner had
asked for a bench assignment
that would give him oversight of
a more variety of cases.

“And obviously, when I was
leaving, somebody had to take
over my court call,” Hudson

. added.

Judge Timnothy Sheldon, also
a felony judge, will stay in his
current assignment.
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| Kane'
Board
members
take ofﬁc'e[

- By Steve Lord *
STAFF WRITER

‘GENEVA — Seven new Kane
~County Board members took of-
“fice Monday, about half of the

total of 13 board members sworn
in by Chief JTudge Donald Hudson
in the Board Room here where
they will serve.

The ceremony made ofﬂcxal
what voters decided in November
when the board members were
elected or re-elected. For new
members in particular, it was a
day of relief and excitement.

“All the questions have been
asked, and now we have some
pretty interesting issues to deal
with,” said new board member
Thomas Van Cleave, R-Batavia.
“We can have some 1nﬂuence

- now.”

New board member Lmda
Holmes, D-Aurora, called the
swearing-in “sort of an honor.”

“It's very gratifying after all the
hard work of the campaign,” she
said. “There is a huge learning
curve ahead.” -

New board member Bonnie
Lee Kunkel, D-Aurora, said bemg

on the board comes with “a lot of
responsibility. The county has a
lot of different facets to if, and I’m
trying to get up to speed.”

All the new members will get
up to speed this week, with a se-
ries of orientations by county de-
* partment heads and some elected
officials.

In addition to Van Cleave,
Holmes and Kunkel, the other
" new board members attending

those orientations will be Mark
Davoust, R-St. Charles; Marlena
-Fox, D-Elgin; Michael Kenyon, R-

Board members re-elected who

.. also were sworn in Monday were:
. Jan Carlson, R-Elburn; ]ohn

Hoscheit, R-St. Charles; Rudy
Neuberger and Paul Grev;skes,
both D-Aurora; and Jackie Tredup -
and Don Wolfe, both R-Elgin. ~ !
For Carlson, it marked 40 years
of continuous service to Kane .
County, between his time on the

‘board and his years as c1rcu1t .

clerk. -

The one board member not
sworn in Monday was the new
chairman, Karen McConn’aughay,

- R-St. Charles. McConnaughay '

was set to be sworn with the other
board members until last Friday,
when she and state’s attorney’s of-
fice members discovered a new
state law passed in July that de- -
lays by two weeks when the chalr
man can take office.. .

So, there will be another two-
week transition period before M¢-
Connaughay takes office, with for-
mer Board Chairman Mike
McCoy, R-Aurora, servmg an ad
ditional two weeks. -

While McCoy. will take care of
necessary business, and preside.
over this week's Executive Com-
mittee and next week’s full Cou-
ty Board meetings, one thing he
will not do is appoint new commit-
tees and committee chairmen. -

County Board rules say those
new committees and chairmen
must be approved by that Decem-
ber board meeting, but-Mé¢-

Connaughay said board members . -

will change the rules to fit the eut-
uatlon

South Elgin; and Hollie Klssane
D-Carpentersvilie. .



. Future of Bliss -
- Woods up in air .

By Steve Lord \L/Lo /BL‘
STAFF WRITER /

GENEVA - The future of camp-
ing at Kane County’s Bliss Woods
Forest Preserve is up in the air.

The popular 330-acre campsite
along Bliss Road, near Route 47 in

"Sugar Grove, was closed at the
end of October, as it usually is for
the season. .

But whether it will reopen, and
if it does, how it will reopen, still is
to be decided, according to Moni-
ca Meyers, Forest Preserve execuy-
tive director, .

“Right now, we're looking at all
options,” Meyers said Friday.
“We're in the preliminary stages.”

The preliminary stages means
forest preserve staff is gathering in-
formation about the condition of
Bliss Woods, particularly the septic

system that has been causing prob- -

lems at the site for several years,
During the 2003 season, there
were complaints about the septic
bubbling over after rain storms.
The campsite has 40 pads for
recreational vehicles, which can
hook on to a sewage systern that
drains to the septic field. The pads
also feature hook ups for electric
and drinking water.
The Forest Preserve Commis-
sion reached a temporary solution
- »in August 2003, hy fixing some
_problems with the septic system
“and increasing the number of
- times the tank was pumped out.
But that was seen as only a tempo-
rary solution. -
For the 2004 camping season,
officials installed special toilets so

there would be facilities at the °

campsite that did not require the
septicfield. . _
Meyers said the district could

reopen the campsite next year asit -

did this year, or it could be open

only to more-primitive camping,
meaning only tents. Campers still-
could use the facilities there but
would not hook up to the septic
field. ' e
“The question is, can we simply
pump that system out, or will it
strain it that much further,” she
said. . _
Sugar Grove concern

The village of Sugar Grove-
wants the site reopened to the
kind of camping that has been
there in.the past. The Village
Board recently passed a resolution
calling for the site to reopen in
2005. They sent the resolution to
the Forest Preserve District.

Village officials see the camp-
site as economically advantageous
to Sugar Grove. Also, they noted
the Bliss Woods site is the only
campsite in the southwestern part
of the county, : :

Meyers agreed, and sajd that.
part of the information gathering
will be to see if there is another for-
est preserve site in the general -
area where camping could be de-
veloped. .

Part of Sugar Grove's concern
also could be that the Forest Pre-
serve District will transfer camp-
ing to the  Hannaford
Woods/Nickels Farm preserve,
next door to Bliss Woods. Neigh- :

- bors of the preserve, which faces -

onto Merrill Road, have been wor-
ried about having campsites there.
‘The only other campsites santc-
tioned by the Forest Preserve Dis--
trict are at Paul Wolff Forest Pre-
serve on Big Tirnber Road west of
Elgin, which has 48 vehicle sites
and 18 primitive campsites for
tents only, and Buffale Park, on ‘
Route 31 near the county line with
McHenry County, which has 54
vehicle sites. ,
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~ to-do absolutely nothing

Talked about all dressed up-and no
yplace to go. Karen MeConnaughay wasa-
fewdays away from being sworn inas
_ chairman of the Kane County Board when
+" word came down that basically aid, “Not

sofast” An almost unsioticed provision in
an obscure law held up the party Weall -
could havehad & goodlaughifit weren't for
theimplications that this mess has for.
county governrrent. I C
" The law that caused the problem went
into effectin july. ILsets the date fora’

countyboard chairman's swearinginas -

"the third Monday in the month followin
the election, which this yeal is Dec. 20.
Towever, the same bill states that the
poard merrbers are to be sworm inonthe
first Monday of the month afteranelec-
tion, which was this past Monday. In other
- words, the new bpard is swomintwo
- weeks before theirnew chainman. Allof -
which means an outgoing chairmanivould
.have plenty of time for rischief, if thats
what they wanted to do.
- Inthecase of Kane County, oUtgoing
Chairmani\dikeMoCayhasmoweeksm .
+ power that o one bargained for. In addi-
tion to presiding over the Dec. 14 hoard
meeting where he could make comunittee
assi ents, he has plenty of ime 10 con-
duct all sorts of county business, including

- * Jetting contracts.

- Theright thing for McCoy to do is ab-

solutely nothing. He shouldn't make any

- changes, approve any coniracts OT Even
answer the teléphone in the office. On Dec.
14, he should open the county board meet-

. ing and close itin the same breath. His
time as chairman is over, 1o Tatter what .
some incomprehensivle provision ofa
goofy bit of legislation says. We all trust that
McCoy will spend the next iwo weeks with
his feet up on'his soon-to-be vacated desk:

. L R LT

This week is field tri.i) time for thé
county board, and the main atiraction is
the county jail. Ashard as itisto believe, -

there ate some members of the board who

have sexved for years without poppinghy =~ .

the county clink, so this should be an eye-
opener. - S

" The countyjailisa yundown mess that
needsa face-ta-face with the wredking ball.

" Hopefully, the board meimbers will come ‘
ing the need for anewjail

away understan
and will reject any idea that the present fa-
cility can be-added on.ta o rehabbed.
While they'e in the neighborhood,
they also should drop in on the offices
housing the connty’s deputies. They should
pay particular attention to the conditions
in the old youth home, wheze dozeris of
deputies wotk, “Disgraceful
enough word to describe the state of this
building. It is about what you'd expect

when you take something designed as ajail .

and try and convert it irito offices. Our
deputies deserve better than, this rat hole,

it nothing is going to change withoutthe

county board’s help. ‘
Here's hoping this towr willhelp the
board get off their callective duffs and
make a new jail and new offices forour
deputies a reality. ’ :

xs¥

" The news that Bill Christopher is going’
to challenge incumbent Kevin Bumsin the

‘challenge Burns, especialtyin light of his

- pastsupport of the mayor, and the family
connections? It looks like the answet might-
. have as much to do with a nose out of joint

as a desire for public service.
Christopher is married to Bums’
in-law, but divorce papers have been
served all around, and it appears from fil-
ings that this will be a rough court fight It
is not my intention to delve into anyone’s
personal life However, itwould be naive 0
believe that the subject won't come up if
Christopher does in fact enter the race. It’s

. also naive to thinkthat the strained family
ﬁ.cs,aren‘t figuring into Christopher’s deci-.

sion. - - .

Tt would be best for-all involved if
Christopher dropped the idea of nunning
for mayor this time around. He's served his
community in pnany ways over the yeats,
anil someday he'd make agood choice far
mayor. Someday — just Not NOW.. :

« Bill Page lives in St. Charles aiid owns
mediawerks, a marketing comparny. Healso
writes @ column on tocal isstes on Tuesday
and Thursday. Callsand e-mails answered
at (630) 584-0808 wpage@mediawerks.0Tg

e

" jsnt aStong -

sister- .




Old felony
procedure
often irked
‘area police
m Changes coming: Barsanti
said he wants to-change how
Acounty éuﬂlqﬁzi; ;C;i%fs - |

STAFF WRITER TBealor F3 d

ST. CHARLES TOWNSHIP — When Kane
County State's Attorney John Barsanti took office
1ast week, he vowed to change the way the county
-charges crimes, an announcement hailed by po-
tice departments angered by a process they said
Tas bred distrust and conternpt. ]

. Somé officials privately complained throughout *
 thetenure of former State’s Attorney Meg Gorec-
* ki that prosecutors demanded too much of inves-

ligators before authorizing charges. Local officials .

contacted said the system required extra unnec-
essary work, promoted delay to keep caseloads
down and allowed potentially dangerous criminals
to resnain on the streets for longer than was nec-

In an example cited by several law-enforoement
officials, investigators were required in a drug pos:
session case to re-nterview a suspect caught with

. cocaine in his pocket. They were told to inquire
ghoutvmonwned the pants the suspect was wear-

ing. .

_ “If there was acase that was made, 1 don't need
you to go back and find out who owned the pants,”
Barsanti said on the day he was swom in. “T don't
need that” _ - )

Barsanti suspended the felony screening proto-
ol when he took office and put new First Assis- .
tant State’s Attorney Clint Hull in charge of look-
ing at how other counties’ state’s attorneys autho- -
rize charges. A new system is expected to be an-
nounced within 90 days. C

Under the Gorecki system, several prosecutors
were assigned to do nothing but take calls from
police sceking charges. They were instructed fio’
keep a “very high percentage of dismissed or con-
tinued” cases to maintain a smaller caseload, an at-
torney who formerly screened felonies said.

Screpners were required to ask officers a series
of questions from a standand multi-page form
ahout the validity of searches and witness credibil-
ity, as well as about the physical and circumstan-
tial evidence collected against a suspect.

But mostly, prosecutors were anticipating pos-

sible court defenses before authorizing charges,
Aurora Police Chief William Lawler said. Such an-
. ficipatioh became the genesis for questions about
- ¢lothing ownership — prosecutors wanted to
. make gure a drug defendant didn't claim in court
* he wag wearing somcone else’s pants.
. Tt seemed we were doing more and more to
get the same felony charges we had obtained in
the past; I think that is where the conflict was,”
said Carpentersville Police Cmdr. Michael Kil-
bourne. L ’
Police officials said they don’t fault a system de-
signed to ensure proper charges are filed against
suispects but claim the screening process had be-
come so cumbersome that detectives felt they had
tob finish investigating a case before seeling
charges. Felony screening was not created to
have proof beyond a reasonable doubt before
charges are filed, Lawler said. -

& Turn to BARSANTI, A8

Lo

. John Barsanti,
tong-time prose-
curtor in the Kane
County State's
Attorney's Office -
Isswominas .
Kane County
State's Attorney
on Tuosday at
noon at the Kane
County Criminal
Justice Center.

ZACH DOBSON /
SPECIAL TO THE

. BARSANTI -~

'l: From Page A1 .

“The act of arresting someone by
no means concludes the investiga-
tion,” he said. .

Moreover, some departments be-
came wary of the screeners, whom
they described as inexperienced, and
grew angered that prosecutors often
personaly interviewed suspects be-
fore authorizing charges — some-
times asking questions about pofice

brutality in front of investigators.

“] understand the impetus behind
what they wanted to do, but this sys-
tem never got accepted in Kane

. County, and many took offense,”

Kane County Undersheriff Mike An-
derson said.

‘Aurora Police Cmdr. Michael
Fuller said Kane County depart-
ments want to see a system devel
oped that encourages police and
prosecutors to work together to en-

sure approptiate charges are filed

dgainst suspects. -
““There’s got to be some trust

there when we say this is what we
have,” Fuller said.

Barsanti said he plans to work
with departments to develop a new

system, He also plans to put the

" felony screeners back into the court:

roomL. .

1 have fill confidence that he will
be able to carefully listen to &l the
concerns on all sides of this and wil
be able to direct his resources,”

Lawler said.

Siaff writer Gloria ‘Carr con-
tributed to this report.

- WA D _ . ——
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* The Beacon News
- A Hollinger
. International publication

Office o
- 301 S. River St., Aurora, IL 60506
. Lobby hours: 8:30¢ am-5pam.

Monday-Friday. Closed holidays.

" Newspaper delivery
" dJoe Weber, manager
Customer service
(630) 844-5800 or (BOD) 244-5844; -
. mail customerservice@senl.com. -
" Customer service hours
-'5:30 a.m.- 6 p.m.. weekdays
~7-11 a.m. weekends
- 5:30-10 a.m. holidays
- Home defivery times
6:30 a.m. weekdays and holidays
_ 7 am. Saturdays. 8 a.m. Sundays.

_ Ityou do not receive your paper by

" our delivery deadline, please call

- gustomer service before 10 a.m.

- weekdays (or 11 a.m. weekends)

and we will deliver your paper by
noon,

Pricing -
- Home defivery: $3.25 weekly; $2.25

Friday-Sunday; $1.50 Sunday (plus in-

" termittent holiday issues). Mail sub-
« ‘seriptions: $4 waskly. Newsstand prices:
. 50 certs daily, $1.50 Sunday.

" Advertising
Display zdvertising

Rnhert Wall mananar
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Commission himself, said there was
a reason his supporters turned in
his petitions. _

“It's symbolic of the support 1
have in the community,” Weisner
said. “You've seen endorsement ads
that are filled with people who don’t
live in the city. My endorsements
and my support, in general, come
from people who live in the city.”

The Irvin campaign has recently

been running ads in The Beacon

News listing endorsements from
politicians at the county and state
level. In addition to Marilyn
‘Weisner, Tom Weisner’s petitions
were filed by Marge Schuler,
president of the Pigeon Hill
Neighborhood Association, and
Theodia Gillespie, president of the
Quad County Urban League.

Aurora aldermen

Four incumbent aldermen filed

their petitions Monday for ward
races: David Marquez, 2nd Ward,
Scheketa Hart-Burns, 7th Ward;
Leroy Keith, 9th Ward; and Lynda
Elmore, 10th Ward.

Juany Garza, a near East Side
resident, filed to run against
Marquez in the 2nd Ward. Marquez
was elected to the City Council four

- years ago.

Georgine “Jill” Jenkins filed in
the 4th Ward, where Alderman
Chuck Nelson is not running for re-
election after three terms. Several
other residents have been
circulating petitions there in the
past few months.

In the race for at-large alderman,
Bob O’Connor said he plans to seek
a sixth term, but no petitions were
filed Monday.

Other communities

Three North Aurora trustees
filed Monday to replace retiring
Village President Mark Ruby: Mark
Guethle, chairman of the Kane
County Democratic Party; Dale
Berman, who was village president
from 1985 to 1989; and John
Hansen. All three had previously
announced their intentions to seek
North Aurora’s top. office.

In Montgomery, incumbent
Village President Marilyn Michelini
was the only candidate to file for the

Election filings
The following candidates filed elec-

tion petitions Monday for 2005 munici-
pal elections: -

Aurora
M Mayor: Richard C. Ivin, 2701 Shetland
Drive; Tom Weisner, 1822 Prairie St.

M 2nd Ward: Juany Garza, 725 E. Gale-
na Blvd.; David Marquez, 214 S. Lin-
coln Ave. (i) .

W 4th Ward: Georgine L. Jenkins, 318

N. View St .

B 7th Ward: Scheketa Hart-Bums, 246
N. Sumner Ave. (i)

W 9th Ward: Leroy Keith, 2582 Sag-
amore Circle (f) '

M 10th Ward: Lynda Elmore, 2425

Legacy Drive (i)
W Alderman at large: No filings

Montzomery :
M Village president: Marilyn Michelini,
1105 S. Lincoln Ave. (i)

B Village clerk: None

W Trustee (three seats): Lioyd Mattingly,
1930 Springhaven Court {i); Bill Keck,
527 S. Main St. (i); Denny Lee, 104
Second Ave. (i)

North Aurora

M Village president: Dale Berman, 13
Chantily Lane; John Hansen, 505

. Pinewood Drive; Mark Guethle, 1566

Hartshurg Lane

M Village cleric No filings

I Trustee {three seats): Max Herwig, 3
Candiewood Court (i); Mark Gaffino,
2881 McDuffee Circle; Linda Mitchell,
243 Ridge Road; Mike Herlihy, 445 N.
Sycamore Lane () )

village's top elected position.

The three incumbent trustees
running to keep their seats on the
Village Board — Lloyd Mattingly,
Rill Keck and Denny Lee — also
filed petitions. Village Clerk Robert
Watermann, who is also up for re-
election, did not filé a petition
Monday. : '

Although no challengers for
Michelini, Watermann, or the
trustees have filed, Deputy Village
Clerk Helen Prester said that nine

other residents have obtained.

petitions. .
No one filed on the first day in
Batavia.

Filing continues through Dec. 13.

In other area towns, filing is Jan.
17 through 25.

tax increase forward.
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Metal spurs tinged with bleod were worn by Tighting roosters selzed in Kane County by county animal

control wa‘rdenca.mle Varenton'i. /0,?_5 _0 (// S ,‘7 ngr e g

By Towa KUNZ

farm in southern Kane County, she could see

AI' €11aS o ‘
~ AsCarole Varentoni walked on the small

- signs others might miss.’ ‘
‘ . At what secemed the tenter of the home-
O C- stead, grass gave way 1o dirt. Dozens of boot
prints crisscrossed, the tracks stopping at
odd angles to form a faint yet noticeable

octagon in the dust, ‘

were days before to dispel suspicion.
But there were more glaring signs of this

. . " Boards were piled nearby, cut so they
‘ could easily slide into place to build a 3- to 4-
- . foot-high ring — or be dismantled, as they

. ) fnrm'm's dark heart. fad
1 1S Wi ga‘r ‘ e Totting carcass of a dog lay barely ¢con-
D.og ﬁghmgls w1de1y 1egal dedasa cealed nearbgy. A fire pit nﬁxgdazeim g}grbage
blg—CltY gang problem, and : and arimal remains. Three-inch-long razor-

‘ . e g dged claws. dermi dles f

.cockfighting as a rural tradition of ~ edged claws. Hypocermic neecles for
: ; ’ And then the telltale rows of barels.

earlier days. But with the Fox Valley’s That, Varontons knew, was where the fght-

secluded settings and the lure of fast  ingbirds waited, tethered by their feet to the
stecl with dirty ropes. They were close

cash, OrgElIllZCd animal ﬁghts are ~ enough to want to fight, but just out of one
steadily and silendly increasing, e made them rustrated and angry

orit V. Tesi av be The farm owners liked that, It provided
authorities say. And residents m y exercise. It also helped fill the air with adren-

in the best position to help stop them.  aline to mixwith the smell of dirt and blood
‘ that would draw spectators from as far away
as Chicago.

As she walked farther onto the fanm, Var-
entoni saw the cages — up to 270 of them —
filled with restlessgblrds.

“If you have 'a bunch of roosters in cages,

filled with that's not pets, They are there for cockfight-
training ing, and they are there in Elburn, Hampshi

barrels and Aurora. It's everywhere,” said Varentoni,
whoere a warden with Kane County Animal Control.
gamecotks Fights have been investigated in Aurora,
:rz?l:gg:;e Elgin, Elburn, Montgomery, Plano, Carpen-
tf:lgahltcl'l:gs See FIGHTS on PAGE 17

1

How to spot animal fighting and why it’s worth it to try. Page 17.
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considers owning powerful *

dogs a sign of machismo, police
say. Experts claim top fighting

animals can earn thousands of .
- dollars in aweekend. |

.Gamblers looking to avoid
taxes on their winnings seek
out cockfights and dog fights,

generating an interest that

encourages others to start up
more fighting rings. .
It’s a vicious circle. And a can-
Cerous one. T .
*There is a 1ot of money

_ changing hands in these

instances,” Bayaid said, "It

brings in the gang element The ° ye

drugs and the guns. .

In Ilineis, the fighting crosses
all ethnic boundaries. Small
fights for money on rural farms
existed well before suburban
sprawl diversified Xane and
Mcﬂ:lenry counties, officials
said. . - : Co

gang element brings in the

. 'Th’e'p'mb‘l'ém‘ has simply

own in Jilingis as it ha dcross
¢ nation as a side effect of a

' surgirig population and-chiang-

ing times, said Richard Rice,
program coordinator for the

“regional office of the U.S,
 Humané Society.. - '
Portable fighting rings with

plastic surfaces that can be

cleaned quickly reduced restric-
tions on fighting locations —. *

and made it more difficult for
police to find evidence to prove’
a fight hiad occurred. ' oo

Those rings have helped
make the Fox Valley's more
sparsely populated'pockets

. very attractive fighting grounds. .

" Officials here say the probleri

. has been rising for the past

decade. While fights-used to be
most.common in bigger cities
likie Elgin and Aurora, they have

. moved west where the sounds

and traffic of fights go unno-
ticed, Ricesaid. .
“It is deﬁnitely out there. You
do hear things,’ Spitzbart said.
*But there's not much you can

doaboutit” - - -

The effects

" Suburban animal fighting

c¢omes . in. two ~forms:

* jmpromptu street fighting.and

organized ring fighting. Both
brands of gambling carry risks
to more than the anumals. .

In organized ring fighting,
officials say, thousands of dal-
lars in illegal gambling money
can trade hands during a series

- . of fights called a derby. That

amount of money attracts other
vices, which can spill out inte
the community, including the
stealing of innocent pets. | ..
still become casualties when
they ant} their owners wander

signs of abuse and how to stop
§iA :

“street fight. . The one s

.of a mini-version of those used

" reen Fogerty, member of the

. which will make prosecution
- difficult. .

" often have little to work with

. card in exchange for having the
Pets that don't get swiped can.

Fightingback .

To stop animal fighting, offi-

cials are attacking the problem |

on several fronts. . .

Animal control'wardens give
educational ‘talks to residents
about how to recognize the

. The Kane County Animal
‘Welfare Task Force offers semi-
nars to law enforcement
officers and hopes to branch
out to a public forum later next

ar.
Elgin has speculated about
the value of adding a section on
animal cruelty laws to its DARE
program in area schools. =~
* In Aurora, animal welfare task
force member Sue Sternberg
has talked with aldermen about.
the problem and proposed cre-
ating another competitive
outlet for teens who use dd%f to
e's

eyeing currently is the Bast

Cloast trend of using the musgu- .

lar rottweiler and pit bulls in
dog-pull competitions. The
dogs pull weighted sleds, kind

intruck pulls. - )
In every plan, the goal is
awareness, first and foremost.
“The more educated our

communities become regard-

ing these issues, the better we
can combat them,” said Mau-

Kane County Animal Welfare
Task Force. i

Prosecutors rely on federal |

and state laws that make orga-

nizing fights, attending them o . -
training the fighting animals a".

felony.” - :

“Two Auxorél‘men are bammé

animal abuse charges in court |
- after police following a tip

found wounded and winded

dogs locked in cages. Police did '

not witness a fight or see cash
changing hands, however,

‘Unfortunately authorities

and must settle for sending a’

‘waming and protecting the ani- *
’mals rather than making the

owneré do jail time. -
*_Without catching a fight in
action, Prosecutors wWere orced
in October to accept a deal
from the owner of the cock-
fighting farm in northwest
Aurora Towniship that Varentoni
toured. . - ‘
_The owner pleaded guiilty to 2
misdemeanor charge of not
having a firearm identification

animal fighting charges
dropped. Inreturn, prasecutors
got 1o tack on conditions regu-
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Neighborhood group responds
At a recent meeting of Aurora Council of
. organization must respond |

press the cify of Aurora is receiving regarding
Lynda Smith’s property on Géorge Avenue.

to the negative

.~ ACONis extremely concerped about

enforcerent of quality of life ordinances. Asa

.

group comprised of neighborhood

organizations throughout Aurora, we must be.”

~ The city is not picking on her because of
her disabilities. They have been more :
understanding with her over the past 20 years
because of them. When is enough, enough?
For more than 20 years, this property has

been a problem and burden to the neighbors .

and taxpayers of Aurora. Numerous court
cases have been brought. Numerous orders
have been entered. Numerous times the
property has been cleaned. Sometimes by
Lynda Smith, other times by volunteers, of,.
by the city at taxpayers’ expense. Numerous
fines have been assessed andunpaid. . °
Prablems continue to be an'excessive number
" of animals within her home, causing an -
unbearable tench; excessive animal waste in
her back yard; lack of upkeep; and faillureto .
comply with the city ordinance pertaining to
the number of permitted animals. "
~ The city had made a very fair offer to
purchase Lynda Smith’s house, considering
the condition it is in. She refused the offer. As
a last resort, the city has started foreclosure

. action, which ACON supports.

“Maybe this will provide an ulﬁméte relief

* for the rieighbors, who have had to put up.
" with the many problems she has caused to

Tt

B T - M TR DI Criytiy Ao By
“{GHiersanc: colimns gt?squ;bané

".-"‘:-"8'@?‘ 'Beac@?\ HecdS

' the Iieighbdrhqod over too many years.
. Ken Griffin, -

Neighborhoods (ACON), it was decided our Past Chairman, ACON

Aurora

[T L B
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Kane clerk
volunteers
for Iraq vote

By Steve Lord
~ STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — Kane County Clerk
- Jack Cunningham might be part of

running another election sooner .

’P%CUNMNGHAM

than he anticipated.

Cunningham has volunteered to
help monitor the planned free elec.
tions in Iraq, due to take place Jan.

30. Cunningham said his name is ,

- somewhere in the pipeline with an
organization that will administer

" . monijtors. ‘

- “To me, it's like public service,”
Cunningham said Tuesday. “All
these guys are over there dying for
elections. I mean, it seems like it's
the least I can do.” '
- Cunningham, 65, 2 long-time Au-
rora resident, attorney and politi-
cian, recently said he might throw
his hat in the ring for Aurora mayor.
'The mayoral primary will be in Feb-
ruary, with the final election in April.
Filing for mayor began this week
and ends next Monday. Cunning-
ham said although he has nominat-
. Ing petitions prepared, he still has
* not decided if he will run or not. If
he does run, he will not file until the

. % Turn to CUNNINGHAM, A2

“T'd be back
ay”

From page A1

last day.

Cunningham saidworking in Iraq
would not necessarily preclude him
from running for mayor, but it could
put him overseas during key cam-

paigning time, When asked how ~

long he would be in the Middle Easi-
ern country, he laughed and said,
in time to win a prima-

“I’s just one of the variables I'm
looking at,” he said,

Cunningham volunteered for the
duty with Dr. Richard Smolka, a
Washington, D.C.-based election
consultant who runs Election Ad-
ministration Reports, a newsletter
that keeps track of elections and
election-related news, Cunningham

attended a Smolka seminar, and vol-
unteered afterward.

Smolka said the monitoring effort
will be international, with volunteerg
coming from a number of different
countries. He said most likely there
will be fewer Americans involved
than people from other countries,
because Americans “may be consid-
ered too partisan.”

“The volunteers get some kind of
local direction as to what to do, and
usually they are assigned to polling
places, to see if voters are getfing in
to vote, are being turned away, that
kind of thing,” Smolka said. “They
might help with the count, too.”

Several Washington, D.C, orga-
nizations assist with election moni-
toring, including the International
Federation for Election Systems,
the International Republican Insti-
tute and the International Democra.
tic Instiute. -
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Beacon needs

Elburn
considers

possibility

of pool

By Linda Girardi-
SPECIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

ELBURN — Village trustees are

keeping an open mind on the
‘possibility of building a community
swirnming pool.

After receiving a presentation from
a firm that specializes in designing
pools for small towns in the Midwest,
the Village Board this week decided
to delay making a decision ona $2,000
feasibility study to gain time to
discuss the concept,

Mayor Jim Willey said Burbach
Aquatics Inc. approached the village.
two years ago about conducting the
study, knowing the expected growth
of the village.

“We don't know if there is 2 will to
make this happen. We can't make a
decision without at Jeast exXamining
the information,” Willey said, _

Village officials said residents
consistently over the years have
questioned when Elburn would have
its own swimming pool. About three
years ago a group of teenagers and
parents came to Village Hall
complaining about the lack of
recreation in town. .

Roger Schamberger, director of
marketing for Burbach Aquatics;
bresented aerial photographs of
successful community swimming
pools in small cities and towns
throughout Illinois, Iowa and
Wisconsin.

He said the firm, based in
Platteville, Wis., has been in business
for 26 years. It also has an office in
Keystone, Colo.

“We have a project lpad of
approximately 65 projects,”
hamberger said. :
He said the first phase of the
feasibility study would begin by
gathering information pertirient to the
Proper size of a swimming pool,
taking into account the village's
current population and 25-year
population projections. :
‘We want to make : a
recommendation for sizing that is a
go_cid fit for your town,” Schamberger
Sa.l -
The report would assist the village
in financing, as well _ "
“We don'’t come up with a ‘poal
from a box,” he said, suggesting a
community group could be
established to assist in the concept..
State grants are available for these
types of community construction
projects, as are charitable and fund-
raising opportunities to offset the cost,
Schamberger said. '
Retired businessman and former
Village Trustee Jack Hansen said he
is worried about reports .of
“swimming pool failures,” o
“I read that swimming pools are
failing because there is a lack of
funding to adequately support them,”
Hansen said. .
Hansen, a longtime critic of Willey,
said he also questions the timing and
motivation for considering-a
community pool. . y
“What concerns me is that this“is
nothing more than a political ploy, a
scam, a ruse to gain votes for the
upcoming election,” he said. .
Board members took exception to
Hansen’s remarks. N
“We have a situation in this
community where kids don’t have
place to go for recreational activity'in
the summertime,” Trustee J eff
Metcalf said. o
“This is the most requested idea [
get from people. We need to bhe
opened-minded about new ideas arid
concepts.” :
The board deferred the topic to the .
Committee of the Whole for further
discussion Monday, ,



Plan has
no road

to middle
school

BY GARRET'I‘ ORDOWER
Daily Heraid Staff Wiler

Dadqd

Plans for the Geneva Flower !
Farm site call for 15 single- -
family homes but no access -
road to the south and to Geneva |

Middle School.
The 8.3-acre parcel at 37W563

Kaneville Road was one of two |
paths to the middle school site

south of it, where the district
expects to build a second

middie school using a $41.2 mil- -

lion bond issue approved by

voters tast month. School offi-
cials ‘have said building a
middle school on the.site is con-
tingent upon an access Ioad to
the south from Kaneville;
Developer's  consultant
Michael Donabue will present-a

concept plan for the area at : -

from Page 1

Thursday’s plan commission

‘| meeting on behalf of Silvestri !
Custom Homes. If all goes

smoothly, Donahué said, Sil-

vestri could break ground on.

1 the homes next year.

“It’s a logical addition to the

single-family neighborhoods.”
Donahuic said.

The homes would be on

13,000-square-foot lots and

resemble the Silvestrd develop-
ment in Fisher Farms across
from Heartland Elementary
School, Donahue said.

Bringing the development to

the plan comrnission was actu- -

ally delayed while the developer
walted to hear whether the

school district wanted to run a

Sec GENEVA on PAGE 17

DALY HERALD skcTion 1 PAGE 17

Geneva: Study indicates possible extensidn'of roads

Continsed from P

road to the middle school site
through  the development,

.| which Arney Silvestri said he

would agree to.
The results of a traffic study

: released last month showed the
- | district would not want access

through that area, Donahue

said. According to land records, -

" the only remainin|

path for the
road from Kanevﬁ.le would be

through the = 10.5-acre

McCormick family property.
The traffic study did indicate

possible extensions of Fargo

Boulevard, Blackinan Road and .

Viking Drive through the site, as
well as a road from Kaneville to
the south,

The district repeatedly has

F3

refused to discuss details of land .

sacquisition for access to the

school site,

The plan commission would
still need 1o hold a public hear-
ing and give its approval to a
plan outlining specifics for the
development, as would the city ;
council. The meeting takes place

’ aI?pm_']'hu.rsdayatmtyhall 22
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West Aurora tax rate |
could be on the declme

Homeo_wners might pay less

" ByERIGSCHELKOPF -
Kane County Chronicle

' AURORA West Aurora
school . district- homeowners
. could see their taxes drop

shghtly next year. °

“The .owner of a $250,000
house who paid $3,100in school
taxes this year should see their
taxes drop to $2,900 next year.

“That could be the case if
their house didn't increase in
value and they get a $5,000
homestead exemption next
year,” finance dlrector Todd

Drafall said.

* Thetaxrateis expected to
decrease to $3.76 per $100 of
assessed valuation this year,
" compared to $3.90 per $100 of
-assessed valuation last year.

School board . members

~ were happy to see the tax rate
continue to go down.

“It is lower than other
school districts,” board memn-

_ ber Neal Ormond said. h

A public hearing for the
2004 tax levy will be Dec. 20
before the regular school
board meeting.  °

The school district pro-

- poses to levy $55 million this,

year,a9 percent increase over,
last year's levy.
However, Drafall does not,

expect the district to co]]ect _

that much.
“We anticipate a 4 7 per- .
cent to 4.9 percent increase,
over last year,” Drafall said.
The district’s tax rate has -
gone down consistently since
1991, He said. e
“We have seen a consider-.
able appreciation in prop:
erty,” Drafall said. .
The district had an equal-
ized assessed valuation of $1.2
billion 1ast 'year. Officials ex-

: pect the EAV to increase to be-

tween $1.3 billion a.nd $1.4 -

__brlhon this year.




‘West proposes
new tax levy

IR-E -0
By Matt Hanley T5e1COA 7HLD]

STAFF WRITER ' .

- AURORA — The West Aurora Schoel Dis-
trict presented the first version of its tax levy
at a Tuesday morning committee meeting,
aithough the final numbérs are still months
away. -
Director of Finance Todd Drafall present-
.ed the board with a 9.6 percent levy increase,
which could bring about $45.6 million to the
district next year.

However, due to the complicated guess-
ing-game nature of the tax levy procedure,
Drafall expect the levy to actually go up less
than 5 percent. _

“Because we don’t know what our total
value will be, we have to make an estimate
where that will turn out,” Drafall said. “It's
not only a estimate in whole but in each
fund.”

Kane County will announce the property
valuations and then set the district’s levy.
There is litfle harm in guessing too high, but
if the district were to low-ball its estimate, it
mi%ht have to settle for that amount, Drafall
said.

‘gfyou're under, you never get it back,” he
said.

AY R ]

The number is eventually dependent on i
the tax cap and what new construction has
occurred in the district. :

. The tax levy is expected to be adopted at
:the Dec. 20 full board meeting and filed with
‘the county before the Dec. 28 deadline, well
~before the spring tax bills.
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Batavia to pay |-
back tax error

. By Jan Ramming
. SPECIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

. BATAVIA — Thanks to a correction by the
“city, residents will see a decrease in the city’s
sportion of their tax bill next year. _
t Finance Director Peggy Colby said that the
scity’s 2004 tax rate will be about a nickel less
sthan last year — $0.5674 this year compared to
+50.6236 last year. ,_
: Colby said she discovered an error in the
~county’s tax extension used to figure the 2003
stax levy, so residents were charged ata higher |
rate than was necessary. The city’s tax rate de- -
; an extra $.03 for 2004 to pay back resi-

fdents. .
¥ That means that the city’s portion of resi-
“dents’ tax bills will be 526 less than last year on
*homes valued at $150,000. The tax will be 882
“less than last year on homes valued at $450,000.

. Mayor Jeff Schielke emphasized that, al-
-though the city’s tax rate will be one of the low-
-est in the area, taxpayers still might see an in-
-crease in their total bill. :
. “This will be a good year for the taxpayers
:from the city of Batavia, he said. “But when
-your total tax bill comes in with charges from all

- the other taxing bodies, that may be a different
-story.”

. In other business, the City Council approved

' a budget amount for next year of $72,529,380.

- City administrator Bill McGrath said that, al-
-though the city will operate with a $260,000
sdeficitin the general fund, there will be $4.5 mil-
.lion in city reserves. '

T —
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Parkway:

Options

are many

a First review of ideas:
Choices range from
new expressway to

“just widening roads

By David Garbe

STAFF WRITER

SUGAR GROVE — State officials

presented 10 the pubtic for the first
time Wednesday night 2 summary
of all the options being considered
under the Prairie Parkway study. -
The study focuses on how and
where to build some kind of major
improvement to the north-south
transportation’ infrastructure in
Kane and Kendall counties.
- Most of the focus so far has heen
on a proposal to build a new north-

_ south expressway through the

western portions of the two counties.
But at Wednésday’s public
forum, area residents got a chance

- to see the whole range of alternative

projects that the Illinois Department
of Transportation plans to analyze.
The collection looks rather
chaotic. _
~ On a map of the seven-county
area covered by the study, more
than 150 ideas for new or improved
roads jostle for space in what looks

more like abstract art than a

regional transportation plan.
Despite all the complexity, most
of the options fall into two
categories. :
. First is the construction of an
entirely new highway to connect
Interstates 88 and 80. This would be
a limited-access, multi-lane
expressway of some type that would
run through some portion of Kane
and Kendall counties.

~ Ideas for what route such a new

road would take are varied. One
would place the road along the two
counties’ western borders.

& Turn to PARKWAY, A2
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_ Another suggests that the road
{ . should go somewhere through
“the eastern portion . of the’

counties, roughly along the’

Farnsworth Avenue corridor.
Even the original concept, a
- highway running mostly parallel
to Route 47, had several possible
variations. . - »
 Some suggest a direct parallel
- to Route 47, others a wide sweep
west into the Big Rock area. .
_ In the second category, ideas

the widening of existing roads.

_Popular candidates for
proposals include Routes 47 and
59, as well as more local roads
such as Randall, Orchard and
Farnsworth. . :

" . IDOT representatives at the

“stages and that all of these different
.options remain on-the table. - .-
- That process is set to begin
" early next year, offictals said, as
engineers begin to slowlyreject or
. combine some of the ideas that

11" have been collected.-

“Right now, 0o one’s really

' thin'gs‘o'ut that don’t work for |
. whatever reason,” said DoT -

--capabilities and a wide variety of -

At that point, which officials ‘

call not for a new highway but for hc )
~ able to see'any specific plan,

improvement under these:

. future, as the stady is funded only
meeting stressed that the Prairie -

Parkway study remains in its carly - { na
~budgeted to provide the Prairie

identical session will be from 5:30 -
" to 8'p.m. today at White Qak

 deciding anything except to rule -Ave.Morris:

project manager Rick Powell.
Those reasons will include

environmeéntal impacts,.tand

acquisition costs, engineering

other factors, he said. :

- At the end of this process, we'll
be left with-a single plan or a very -
siall iumber of alternatives that
we can do some serious
engineering on,” Powell said.

said would likely be years from’
now, the study will be complete
and IDOT will recommend a
single plan of action. -
Asked when the public will be

Powell said, “That depends on ’
how many viable candidate plans
there are.” '

He added that any t}fpe’ of action .
is unlikely for the foresegable -

to- colléct - and ofganize
information. * .~ oo
- No governinental agency has
Parkway with funds for any
constPuction or Jand acquisition.

Fot those: who' missed
Wednesday's meeting, an

Elementary School, 2001 Dupont

]
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‘Another.open house =
on Prairie Parkway s tomght

"By ERIC SCI-[ELKOPF
Kane County Chronicle

SUGAR GROVE — Paul

- Evans of Big Rock does not
| want to see fertile farmland

being paved over for aroad.

Evans onWednesday spoke

.out against the Illinois

Depa:tment of Transpor-.

tation’s plans to build a 35-mile
beltway between Interstates 80
and 88. The proposed rocad
would be built west of Route
47, near his parents farmin Big

existence now. It would be far
less of an impact to widen key
routes to solve the so-called
traffic problems. They should
Jook at that first,” Evans said

1 during IDOT’s open house on

the proposed Prairie Parkway
project. .
-Another open house will be

“from 5:30 to 8 p.m. today at
"White Oaks  Elementary

School, 2001 Dupont  Ave.,
Morris. .

IDOT has recorded a corri-
dor from I-88 in Kane County

" to .Interstate 80 in Grundy

County in 191 property deeds.
However, IDOT officials
stressed that the corridor is not
setin stone.
“The corridor was pro-

.Send in 'comments\

» Residents still can mail their
comments about the project to -
IDOT. Deadline is Jan. 21. They "
can be sent to John Kos,

district engineer, llinois .
Department of Transportation,
700 E. Norris Drive, Ottawa, IL-
61350. Comments can also

be faxed to IDOT at (815} 434
8553. The study’s Web site,,
www.prairie-parkway.com, also
accepts comments. -

tected in July 2002 as a plan-
ning tool to preserve one possi-
ble path,” IDOT project engi-

‘neer Rick Powell said. “We do

have the flexibility to change or
remave the corridor if we find
there is another solutioh. We
still are trying to deﬁne what‘
the Prairie Parloway is.”

As part of the Prairie
Parkway study,- IDOT officials
are looking at a variety of ideas,
from widening roads such as
Route 47 to light rail service.
IDOT has compiled approxi-
mately 150 transportation im-
provement suggestions gath-
ered from public workshops in
June, as well as from stakehold-
ers and local officials.

See BELTWAY, page 2
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Sally Carr, left, and Nelf Evans of Big Rock look at a display of the farmland that will not .

be affected by-the Minois Department of Transportation’s proposals for the Prairie’

Parkway during an open house Wednesday at John Shi

think they should put the road where the traffic is already at,”.said Carr, who prefers the
" east-option in the.proposals. ' B L

Beltway
Continued from page 1

IDOT is trying to address
the growing traffic needs in
the area. The three counties in

the study area (Kane, Kendall -

and Will), are ranked on the
list of the 100 fastest growing
counties in the United States
from 2000 to 2003. _ :
But IDOT does not have

' the money to fund any traffic

improvements. :

pen house

Pt

“There is no money for

anything beyond the study
right now,” Powell said, '

The $18- million study .

began two years ago, and
Powell said there will be an-

othet four years of study be-

fore any decisions are made.
" Brian Schiber of Sugar

Grove said he is in favor of -
building a beltway west of

Route 47. :

“I like the idea of putting it
further west. I am not sure

how much benefit would

" come from widerling Route 47.

Katy Mull — Chroaicle photo staff

elds Elementary in Sugar Grove. |

‘We need new roads to handle

the traffi¢,” Schiber said.

Residents still can mail .

their comments about the

project to IDOT. Deadline is-

Jan. 21.

61350, - :

Comments -cdn _~alsd be -
faxed to IDOT at (815) 434--

8553. The study's Web site,
www.prairie-parkway.com,
also accepts comments.

They can be sent to John -
Kos, district engineer, Iinois -
Department of Transportation,-
700 E. Norris Drive, Ottawa, IL

Usher dominates
Billhoard Awards

LASVEGAS (AP) — Usher

might not want to ring in the
‘new year. This one’s been too

‘good to him. - .
" The R&B impresario
Anfninatad . tha = 0NA

Boundary

" Continued from page 1

. “My concern is we will be

_ forced to make d decision fora

two- to thrée-year period, and
I know'we will be back here in

- two years making anotherde- .

cision and moving our chil-

L. LA Pat o il e

promoting its unincorporated
subdivision as having a
school “on site.” While the
school is in the subdivision,
its capacity is 600, and it is al-
ready at 550 students. -~

“I feel very deceived,” said

“parent Theresa Costa, who
livesin Mill Creek. - =~

_dent-- of development  for

. David Patzelt, vice presi-
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IDOT

BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Staff Writer

A future Prairie Parkway, if
there is one, may not be the
shape, size nor in the same
place many residents in Kane
and Kendall counties think it
will be, state transportation offi-
cials said Wednesday.

Instead it could move west or

east of a controversial state-des-
' ignated expressway corridor
cutting through southwestern
Kane and Kendall counties and
linking 1-80 with 1-88, under
scenarios now being reviewed
by the Illinois Department of
Transportation.

For instance, the proposed

GG07 Tl Hereelel
says ‘parkway’s
path not set in stone

expressway could disappear,
instead yielding to a larger -
Route 47. Or it could become a
new main north-south route
where there now is only a rural
County Line Road.

“With a limited amount of
information, a corridor was pro-
tected as a planning tocl,” said
Rick Powell, a project engineer
with the Illinois Department of
Transportation. “We do have the
flexibility to change or remove
that corridor if we find some-

ing else.” _
ﬂnel‘.li%ce state officials desig-
nated the expressway corridor

in 2002 and put that news on

Sec PARKWAY on PAGE 16

- Parkway: Next fneetihg
scheduled for tonight

Continued from Fage 1

landowners' deeds, opposition
to the road plan has been wide-

Spread.

That, and federal rules dictat-
infrastructure
projects, eventually led IDOT to.
seek public feedback and ideas

.ing  such-

- for alternatives. . R
Those alternative concept

were collected during a series

of workshops in June.

An overview of the 150 alter-
hatives went on display.
Wednesday at John Shields Ele-
mentary School in Sugar Grove
during the first of two public
information meetings this

week, :

The IDOT presentation
showed ideas for new express-
way routes east and west of the

current protected corridor, as
well as suggestions
‘expanded existing roads. It also

put forth plans for new local or

. arterial north-south roads the
size of Route 59,

Calls for more mass transit
.options and bus lines also
made the list,

Most of the 50 residents who
turned out to view the alterna-
tives were chiefly interested in
where a future freeway could
go. - . T

for -

The suggested corridors
JAncluded ‘one that runs a
straight shot from 1-88 to 1-80
along the western borders of
Kane and Kendall counties.

_To the east, the alternatives
included calls for an express-
way parallel to the Eola Road
corridor, essentially aligned
with the eastern Kendall
County border and south of
Aurora, : .

State transportation officials
told residents Wednesday that
all of these options will be con-
sidered. T :

The problem state officials
face is that few believe big
changles are ahead for the pro-
ject that in reality still has no
money to build it but does
have the strong backing of U.S.
House Speaker Dennis Hastert,
a Plano Republican. "

Tom Scidmore, of Lisbon in
Kendall County and a Prairie
Parkway opponent, said he
didn't buy any notion that the |:
state will move the corridor. - .
- “They are trying to pacify us,”
he said, of the so-called alter-
natives.

A second public meeting is
scheduled from 5:30 to 8 p.m.
tonight at White Oak Eiemen-
tary School, 2001 Dupont Ave.,
Morris. :
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Officials help

- make Randall -
Road safer '

To d'-le_ Editor: .
One year ago, high school.

_senior Samantha Joos was killed
whén her car went out of control

in the S-curve on Randall Road.

" This accident was a terrible .

7 traffic lights have been installed
¥

at Crane Road and at Bolcurn
" Road, and the sheriff's
departrnent is enforcing more .
stringently posted speed limits.
The people’s voice has been
heard and, more significantly, :
remedies executed. ,
Four individuals should be -
recognized for their unending
support and vigilance in seelng -,
this project to completion. Paul .
Ragowsld, director ofthe Kane |
County.Department of
Transportaticn, and Steve
Pacinskl, head of the engineering
department, have used all their -
professional skills and expertisé
in the anatyzation of the problem
-and the subsequent .
_recommended action plah. .
Karen McConnaughay, whose ;
District 14 encompasses this
section of Randall Road, has
" been a staunch supporter of . ..
safcty improvements throughatit
| the county and, in particular,’.
Randall Road. She was a major 3
influencing factor throughout -
the process. - T
Last, but absolutely notleast;
is Bill Wyatt, chainnan of the
* transportation committee,a &
county board member from
Aurora. This project could never;
have been completed withiout his
total commitment and -
professional management, Fror
day one, back in January 2004, -
Bill made safety on Randall Road
one of his top priorities. His 7.
attendance and discugsion of the
Randall Road safety lssue at two »
CUSD 303 Board of Education -
meetings speaks volumes of his:.
sincere desire to make safety .
happen. His leadership style and
meticulous attention to the
legislative processwere - &
‘instrumental in completing the-

road changes in eight months  « - -

‘from the initial publicinput. -

Karen McConnaughay now "

_moves 1o her new respensibility..
as Kane County Board ChalrmarL.

tragedy for her fiiends and family new committee responsibilities |

1o lose such avibrant young lady

in the prime of her life. This

. stretch of 2.7 miles from Red

Haw to Silver Glen has been the
site of four fatal accidents, with
cars and trucks regularly

. exceeding speed limits byl5to -

20 mph. .
" Alltoo oftenthereisa
perception of lack of action by

our elected officials in areas of .

public concern, which leave the

- public skeptical toward the -
.political process. During the last

12 months, actions by-the Kane

‘County Board should lay to rest

. _ anyconcems thatmanyofus
nay have'in our officials ability. .

ver

Y]

to act on our behalf. .
Beginning in January 2004,
resolutions were passed by the
St. Charles CUSD 303 Board of
Edugation, the St. Charles City
Council of and the Campton
Township Board of Trustees
seeking increased safety on
Randall Road. School
administrators, students, PTO

- leaders and citizens appeared

before the Kane County
Transportation-Commitice

‘supparting actions Lo improve .

safety.
And, lo and behold, as you
read this letter, major actions °

-§n the newyear. We, the public, &
thank both of themand the . -~
. department of transportation for

their energy and commitment ” -

- for making it happen, We are all"
better off for their efforts.
Stephen D. Cole ' :
51 Charles :

P - :

‘have been completed on Randall

Road to significantly improve
safety. Speed limits have been
reduced, a barrier island has

been erccted in the S-curve,

_ Bill Wyatt will probably assume-
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County impatt fee

is unfair to churches -

12-9-04 pad
o'clock. These are considered
off-peak hours and do not cause

- any traffic congestion. -

At Lord of Life, we are finally
able to add on to our current
building that was constructed
in 1992. We were overcrowded
shortly after we began holding
services there. )

We have been planning for
this addition for quite awhile to

-meet the needs of our congrega-

"‘ﬁh—.—-

The amount of traffic going
to and from Lord of Life peaked
during the mid-1990s and has-
remained fairly constant since
then. Our addition is not ge-
ing to generate any increase
in traffic, and our greatest
amount of traffic is at off-peak
hours anyway. !

Let's face it},, the traffic con-
gestion in Kane County isnot
caused by churches.

1am alongtime memberof ~ tion, not in anticipationofa - Outin the LaFox area, the
Lord of Life Church and am - high influx of new members. additional traffic may be gen-
writing to express opposition The transportaton depart- erated from the new Metra
to the Kane County Board'sand ~ ment says it has modeled Station, and the new housing
transportation department’s this impact ordinance after developments that have been
traffic impact fee as it applies - DuPage County’s. approved for LaFox, along with
to churches. Well, according to DuPage Elburn's continued expansion.
According to the county, County’s Traffic Impact Fee Please call, write or e-mail
churches are now considered ~ ~ Ordinance, if the construction  the Kane County Transporta-
developers because they cause will not generate additional tion Department and let offic-
traffic, or do they? . traffic, the development wilibe  ials knowyou are in favor of
The greatest amount of oaf- exempt from the impact fee. exempting churches from the
fic caused by churchesison Lord of Life, and I believe traffic impact fee. ’
Sunday mornings and some’ “most churches, build because . Patricia Plass -
weekday evenings after six of current needs. St. Charles

~ Support for Judge Doyle

I have been following your articles in The Beacon

- about Judge Doyle's program. My brother was in this

program for nearly three years, Recove
hai)pgn e%sil}i or overnight. 1 does not -
. Judge Doyle’s program is tough, but well worth th
time these “-k1ds"’ must spend in it in order to'be ©
zilccessful. Recovery, as with any addiction like
cohol, food, gambling or sex, is an ongoing process.

Addicts are never recovered, just recovering. However, -

th% system works, -« :
ritics argue that Judge Doyle takes awa the
?Iclldlct’s right to a fair trial. That is false. Cﬁgcé grgue
fa]at Judge Doyle is only in it for himself. That too is
false. No one is forced to enter drug court. Itis
qhome n}ad_e by tl:1e' accused. Many enter his program
gﬁt seeking help initially, but rather to escape serious,
charges. They leave the program, if successful, with a
new view of themselves and a brighter future. They
Ellgll;; ﬁ}%};e :;zlon,tgjthdzv;g w:g ar11d spend some time in
, — not Judge Doyle — ] i

i K:enter oo oo Juds yle — chose most times,
. As a sister, I spent many days blaming myself, 7
trying to ‘make things better” for my brother, When

e was dropped from one treatment canter for

.violating rules, I kicked and screamed until ] found

another treatment center willing to work with him
:;]V}{en- he was homeless, | begged sheltersto bend
eir rules so that he could spend the night. I blamed

‘everyone but my brother for the situation he was in.

.%?FTERSTOTHEED!TOIE. ‘ /;Q*CT'OL]'?%’QCEC@I" eSS

His addiction was not about me and it took

) , m '

twp years of his treatment to realize that. © nearly
We should be very alarmed that Judge Doyle’s

* critics are attempting to ruin this man and this

g;c:]gramem . Drug ad}:liction is a problem just as

gerous as any foreign terrorist threat and one that
plagues us daily, right here at '
Ellen Nottke E home.

Batavia '

‘Vn.‘
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D you have an kem of interest

Tor our Business secdon? Submbssions
should b sent vha e-crall at kmurmop)
bertyncburban.com o¢ regubir

mali at PO, Box 3880, S¢ Chasies, [L 60174
Cexdrne ls 5 pm Thursday for
publication in thoe following weeky peper

Unemployed not out of luck

Kane County Department of Employment and Educatzon assists residents in job search

By Laura Cianci
Correspondent

There wereno golden
p:::rad':uhs. benefit

when these area residents
lost their jobs through
downsizing and closures
eartier this year.

These folks were on thelr
own until they ha
upon the services of the
Kame County Department
of Employment &
Eduation (KCDEE) in
Geneva.

“What we'refinding is a
Iot more people are coming
into the Jocal centers for
help in finding jobs or
retraining to upgrade their
skills than ever before,”
said Shelia McCraven, exce-
utive director of KCDEE

The organization is
funded under the foderal
Warkforce Investment
Act through the Tilinois

rutf prwto by Steve Bunoger

olslmnuriitics‘. .

HARRY SIMKIHS
The promise of mtrammg i what ﬁnally d.rwc Ss-yeawld "

&mhrﬁofsaumwhofoundhlmﬂph}&hrdwﬁm

timé in 33 years, to KCDEE's classes. ;

After seouring local papers and job sites on the Intemet
ard applying for every job he thought could handke to no
avail, Simkins said his confidence was flagging. The fow peo-
ple'he talked to about work tofd him the reason he couldn't
find employrnenlwas that he had spent too many years an
the same job.

. “They saxdlshuuldhaved\angcdpbseveryﬁvcyeam
he said. Tt made me fee] pretty bad, Thirty-three years on the

job and then somenme tells you something like that. It makes

you feel like you wasted your whole life”

After montha of pounding the pavement and coming up
empty,&mhnsdeddedhzhadmuya different tack.

. “The people at the Minols Unemployment Ensurance office
held an orfentation and talked about getting the basics and
improving your knowledge,” Simkins said during a -

telephone interview. “They told us we had to get more

uptto-date

So Simbkins signed on for the dasses, He recently
completed customer service and teamwork, computer and
_ resume Infilding classes.

“The peaple were very nice, informative and encouraging.
They sure try to build your confidence up and point you in

the right direction” he said. . '

- Though he used computers o his former job, Simkins said -

the classes provitied answers ko a lot of questions. “1 never
waotked with Word, Excel'and the Intemet,” he admitted -

- He began working in the pressroom at Strathmore Printing
inGeneva 33 years ago caming $3.75 an hour As he gained
skills, he took en more complex jobs. He gradually warked
his skil) fevel up to earn $22.75 an hour and then a few years
ago toak a cut in pay to $20 an hour whes the company
asked for concessions. At one poirit he was a supervisor. A

’| pre-press plate makez, Sirkins ﬁg\md hc would retire with

the company. -

When Strathmore laid him u&'m]uly e said he was
stunned. His only compensation was his eamed vacation pay.
“I never thought it weld happen. | thought | was far enough
in the work lun:eldldn’thavem worry about my job," he
said. -

LaROYCE MOORE

With fve years of employment under her belt,
Martgomery resident Moore, 29, was asked bo take a
60 peromt cut in pay from her$1?5'5 an hour job. She was
laid off in September.

Ghe studied the hetp wanted pages in the local
newspapers for weeks and discovered almost all the jobs
wanted people who were computer Literate. Moore also real-

-? 1ETC hdllutor Mary Gatntl teaches a llst
Century Jeb Success-5kills class at North Aurora
The ureers“wurkshops.are riin by Kane County

“Dégiarement of Employment and Educalion

JMgem., (wprk wm(s

!

tein Kane County dropped fmmS.B :
¢ i) Sepwnbcr In Septernher-‘,

ized she didn’ tluwwhmvtmppmad\unpluyexsorwhal L]
saywhmshc did.
- “1wasn't comfortable in that (pbsn:chng}emrumment It

t was kind of mtimidating. I wanted to know what employers

wanted from people and what to expect,” she said. .
She went to the KCDEE Resource Center and signed up

- for their computer and communication dasses.

"Everyone wants Word and Excel,” said Moore, who fin-
ished the KCDEE computer and resume dasses last menth.

- =This time when | 3o on an interview and they ask about

Word or Excel ] can demonstrate my knowledge. Before, [

- couldn’t tell |hm1 what a dialogue bax was or what it looked

Jike.
The main support far twa boys, ages 12 years and

14 months, Moore is Jooking for any kind of job that will

hélp pay the bills. “I'm trying to stay positive imd focused,

~but Tl take anything nghtnowbmuse the bills don't stop,”

she said.

ROSAUND POSTLEWAITE

West Aurora resident Postlewnite, 57, is a [ittle fussier. She
retired from Lucent Technologies afler 30 years of service
couple of years 2go, but rising prices and taxes pushed her
back into the work force.

Sce UNEMPLOYED, Page 14
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

...................................................................

Drug prdgr_am a good model

I was appalled to read that the Kane County
Bar Association’s Evaluation Committee gave
Judge James Doyle a “not presently
recommended” rating for retention. I can’t
understand this decision. Doyle is the most
honorable, fair and dedicated man [ have ever
met. He has established the Kane County
drug program that has become renowned
throughout the U.S. There are other counties
and states developing drug programs using
Doyle’s program as a template.

His dedication is without bounds — not
only in the hours spent each month with
clients, but in dedication to these addicts. His
honest concern for their welfare, lifestyles,
families and futures, is exceptional. The
bottom line is, he saves lives.

Does this committee feel these lives are not
worth saving? Does it feel his methods are
somewhat nontraditional? In the lives of those
affected by addiction, it doesn’t matter what
the methods are, it is about results. Does this
committee not realize that taking these
addicts out of our communities and replacing
them with hardworking, committed

individuals is a positive result?

" Has this committee ever spoken to any of
the recovering addicts or family members?
Has it ever attended a funeral of an addict that
didr’t make it? Of course this program is not
a 100 percent fix. Is this committee negating
Doyle’s success because the help of a “higher
power” is involved? The “higher power”

Luil

By S

ST T e S
STEY T Read past.ed

T MR

/2-10-04
Bercon

involved is one of the addict’s

lifelines.

I invite anyone who
questions this program,
whether it be an attorney,
judge or individual, to call
the drug program or sit in
on Doyle’s drug court.
Thank you, Judge Doyle,

for saving my daughter’s -

life.

Kathy Barkei
Batavia
Anti-Ar
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Poht1c1ans take 1ssue

|with Judge districts

By ToNA KUNZ
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Carving suburban counties
into small judicial election dis-
tricts has as much to do with
creating a politically diverse
bench as an ethnically diverse
one.

At least that was the feeling at
the last hearing for creating sub-
urban sub-circuits held in
Aurora Thursday.

“There is no doubt in my
mind that the only reason this is
being done is to get Democrats
on the bench in the collar coun-
ties,” said Sen. Ed Petka, a
.| Republican from Pla1nf1eld
whose district covers much of

AuroraTownshlp
Members of the state’s House

and Senate judiciary commit- -

tees have been traveling to Will,
Lake, McHenry and Kane coun-

ties to gather input on .

potenUally creating election dis-

tricts for judges similar to those -

for legislators.

Currently, all judges outside
Cook County are elected by
voters from the entire circuit,

which for Kane County is the :

16th circuit encompassing

Kane, Kendall and DeKalb .

counties.

The sub-circuité are intended :
“to create smaller pools of candi- |

See JUDGES on PAGE 14

fGonIinu'ed fi

Judges: Democrats trylng
to take over, cr1t1cs say

Cammuedﬁ'mnfhgel.

dates for voters to get to know,

as'well as make it easier for
minorities to win a spot on the
bench.

"If that also means it makes it
easier for Democratic pockets in
heavily-Republican circuits to
elect one of their own, all the
better, said state Rep. Linda

Chapa LaVia, a Democrat from_

Aurora.

More Democrat Judges would
bring a fresh way of thmkm% 0
basu:aﬂy one-party circuits
Kane's, as well as give the

* county’s Democrats someone to

cormect w1th on the bench

But Petka said the plan isn't
about creating diversity like it
was in Cook County, but is
about Democrats trying to take

would be advised for the entire
state and not just the Republi-

-can strongholds i in the collar

counties.

Plus, unlike the Cook County
division in 1991 which involved
both parties; Republicans have
had little involvement with this
sub-circuit proposal started in
2003, Petka said. g

Several judges and attorneys
from Kane and Kendall countes

_grounded more in politics than

echoed his concern, advising
against creating the sub-circuits
for fear it would actually foster
less diversity and less-qualified

.candidates.
over, otherwise sub-circuits -

Local bar and judicial associa-
tions recommend judges have
at least 10 years experience
practicing law, but.very few
minority attorneys in the circuit
meet that criteria.

‘Without seeing a pool of
minorities waiting to step onto
the bench, Kendall County
state’s attorney Tim McCann
said he fears the plan is

creaung a better legal systemn.




WOy pIIIYAUpGUoIp

-jomd 01 -2 puss 10 Z59g
=286 (0€9) 1109 ‘Uz 1901102 QF,
sountod pup jusizaod funa
QUL 5430100 UOIPTIM YIS »

“prEs 9
« '3 0] suo Jueyrodun ue sy,
o
-SIP S1SNOAE(T UT 1ymq aq pnom
parapIsuod Suraq el matr ayy,
"9aNIIIOD SUOTIILIOD
A\ U0 3A19S 0] joys e 193 124
sadoy a1y pres ‘1291NSIp pivoq
A1umoa plo s AryBnetaono Ul
paoare veanqnday sapey) 1S
I} ISNOAR(] JIBA ‘DI3UYMIS]F
wmerd
-01d 1B11 TRIM YI0M O} 3TRYD
e 1] pnom pue siueid j20iq
mwawdoe(aasp Ayunwiwon ut
15919]U1 UR SBI[ AUS pres JoInsip
JIULI0] SY00) }oe[ ueongnday
ur sannp I1aa0 3up{el Jerd
-oura(] Wid[q ue ‘X0J BUSIely
‘Pres 8y 1599 311 31y

$750q a2 UADI]
1302220 /5~ -&/

PINoMm [ JUNR T A13YM SIRUTE,
Tiam se ypeat] ayaqnd ur 1sara)un
ue 9ABY $20p 2y y3nowp ‘Asea
SBM 3DI0T[D 1R} PIBS 2ARI[D)
e ‘IaqUIBUI UOISSTUIUIO,) UR[]
BlaBlRg Sun1dUo] € SV ‘331
-wo02 Juauido[easp ayy uo 1ess
e pajsanbar ay pres ‘puedrap
Surpa9adons ueorqnday
BlARIEG B ‘OARA]D) Ukp WIOL
Yy
arom suolleldadya ‘sraquiaul
Preoq mall UaAds At 10 AUOUIS
-Ia2 UT-BULIEaMS $32Mm ST IV
-s150d doy fared
uogrsoddo a) Jo s1aquiatu @)
-uerend sus pIp 10U S1BII0WA(]
o 3ni jou prp ays 'sqol
ueuwnrrey2 o} aidoad payienb
150w pue 1saq o wodde Jays
pres sey AeUySneuUUONIN
"SRRI
-UI0J UOOENSTUTWPE PUR Ieay]
orqnd ay) wo qof uewireys
ay1 proy s1ersowa(] ‘dnauly
umt_Eﬁou 1U2IM2 3] 12puq)

)22,

‘suediqnday Jo spuey ayl
ur sdiysuruIney) 22)1IuruIg)
e daay jim Leydneuuondpw
18139y ST suonsanb eonijod

PATBMETRTN A1 JO AUO0 ‘OSTY

. ‘pIecq
9] WIDIJ JUSWIAINAI S,pUuLSias
Sno uesnqnday enaeleg
JO ayem UT UBULITEYD MIU ® 133
M 39TWmod asueul] ayy,
£eySneuuoIN
01 dn ST UOISIDIP ST PAISISUT
pauonsanb uaym nq ‘vonisod
yey) daay 01 axrsap 19y paled
-Tput sey 91§ "WONJNNSUod ple
1w do[aAdp maul sT3pISUOD
UIIYM ‘99110 JUaw
-dofaaap 211 Jo uewWIRYD SE
OS[e pue URULITRYD 371A §PIEOq
a1 se saaras ‘uedrqnday
uld|g uwe Qnquny Aqmed
- IOy ST—
Papaau st suo JT — Juamrase|dal
sy 3unompard ydnoys ‘pasejdax
aq 01 Auew Aq paldedxa
sI os[e ‘uedlqndeay elermy

07 423D S42

ue ‘PBAM (1 ‘9aXLUI0D Uon
-mﬁo%ﬂmﬂ a1} Jo Janyo Iyl
"2}
-1IUITIO) SUONJ91I0) papuedxa
Ue [ONS JO UBLIIEYD JUI0I3q
01 ]EpIpUED UTPE3] A3 SE T3S
ST 9} “uednqriday e1omy YHon
¥ ‘[[oqaU W[ £q papesy mou
‘asnuaod Arerorpn( spreoq
funoa ay) amm padiour aq o
pa1oadxa St 92NMIUIoD 18],
el Ayuno)
auey 3yl saasiaao 1eyy dnoid
Suryiom a1
‘FaNNUTIC)
uen
-BENIqeLaL puR
SUONI3I0D
3y}, jo UewWI
-ITELD SB JAIAS
ms  198u0f
ou aYys SUBsUI
URULITEYD
pie0q SE UOH
-291a 127 ‘dol
oy woIlg

fpanor) suwyy
URIPIEA NI

02 931
2010 SaYE) AYs uaym Suruod
paapur oIk sadue? 1Bty 19JUI 01
1daoxa woneuwioyur uo piy 1ySn
Anand v 3day sey ‘sjusunurodde
32)ITIIOD 3xew 0) ArIomne
a1 sploy oym “AeySneuaonIn
UaIEY 199[3-UBLLITEYD pIreog
"$IRNUMLID
UONBIIGRY3I PUB SUOCTIZALI0D
10 uonelrodsuer; Juswdo

-[oA3D 1] SR ATfeUION R}

aauEEmScm Alumo)) suey Uy
“Bunp 191 10 STy Op
0} SeanIIND Asng pue afgoid
-y uo 128 0) sadoy Iaquuaul
preoq B Auew ‘uewmssald

-U07) 10 10)BU3S m3U € 2yl
‘Buppom aq mAatp
araym Suriapuzom urolij ayife
sIaquiaul PIBOQ P[0 PUE M3l
UMOP PIMO[S JUseY 18t g ‘0F
‘39(] IO} 188 MOU “{a3m ® yor(
paysnd uaaq 3ARY AW 5333
UG JO e[S S, preog A1umo))

auey o) jo IurpgInysay

@E&: PADOq @::QU

SI¢
10]
p?
uc¢
£n
ay




e

~ Judges:# ..
Don’t cut o

- crcult

~ in pieces

| . Seeking diversity: \ : -
" Jurists say key is to '
" help more minorities
+ . to become attorneys

i By Mike Cetera
STAFF WRITER

AURORA — Any plan to change
the way judges are elected locally - -
would not increase the likelihood o -
meore minorities would win seats on
the bench, a group of sitting judges
said Thursday.

Four judges have come out ¢p-

. posed to carving the 16th Judicial
. Cireuit into-smaller “subcircuits” for
' election purposes — an idea sup-
- porters say would give African
Americans and Latinos a better shot
at becoming judges.
" The concept is similar to drawing
i a ward map for a city because it
would require judges to live within
small geographic areas. An area
with a large minority population is
more likely to vote for a minority
candidate, supporters said.

" But judges who spoke Thursday
i at a General Assembly forum called
- to measure support on the issue said

diversity can best be helped by en-
couraging more African Americans
and Latinos to become atforneys.

. Lawmakers held a series of public
. hearings on the matter in five coun-
: ties over two weeks, conchuding with
a forum Thursday at the Wlinois
Mathematics and Science Academy
in Aurora. No legislation has been

proposed that would create subcir- \_‘_,,/

cuits locally, but the issue is law in

four other counties. /

Kane County Judge F. Keith

~ 7

3

. ; : - i handle it,)” Kendall County
Brovn and other judges said the dis- — G S Wilson said of increas
trict necds to produce more mineri- IUDGES }udgd?jeﬂ:;‘ie; -
}y attome:y?l who stay in the area mgju Jiges aiso ssid mast commun.::-
ong enough to gain experience to From page AL . JUCBE. Cihe circuit are represent:
| qualify for the bench. 4 ties within {08

: . . ; e bench, arguing the cre-
* Brown, the only African American | Gerald Jones, D-Aurora, spoke in ‘;g;)x? c:?subclrcu'}ts to ensure geo-

on the bench in the 16th Circuit, said favor of creating subcirouits, argu- < diversity is unwarranted.
. just two Hispanics and no African ing they would help bring morc m; gmlgahﬁcegunty Judge Grant Wegn-
: ‘Americans have applied to become norities to the bench, He sal caid 11 different towns are repre-
: associalc judges in his 13 years on ‘African Americans and Latinos de- €T ncluding SEVED judges
' thebench. serve to have “a judge °f,°‘_“.pcem'" g-emeg{:rg!r; :nd f%ur from Elgin.
’ - "We need to continue to developa Other judges §i_!if1 dividing the D?ﬁm- the hearing, staté Rep.
i talent pool, and as that develops district would politicize the process Linda Chapa LaVia, the Aurora De-
i we're going to put them on the cven more, & feeling shared by Crat who chaired the forum,
' bench,” Kane County Judge Michael some Repuhlica%?l 11!31 the Iﬁe%i:}: ';‘a‘{dr che believed the issue e
Colwell said. o State Sen. EA Petka, RPIAIY 0 Lol riher input from the EOCK
The judges contended drawing field, said the Demncrat-controlled guires Sh: sa;dpshe hasn't decl

smaller, local boundaries would Assembly is trying to get - muoity. S1% ay legista-
. Thave the effect of reducing the pool ﬁ,i?:rglmy members oo the bej‘m:l]i'- %‘él‘: che will support a0y &}

| of qualified judicial candidates. “Jf there is a problem, fet the ju

Now elected in districtwide races, .

a judge can live anywhere within

i Kane, Kendall or DeKalb County.

i Kane County Board Member

% Turn to JUDGES, A2
HEN R 40 LB AR
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o Kane County Notebook
| I\/lcCon.n-aughay
waits to take oath

By PAUL DAILING
Kane County Chronicle

Kane County Board
_ Chairman-elect Karen - ‘
McConnaughay will take her
© oath at 8:30 am. Dec. 20, Her
‘induction originally was
scheduled for Dec. 6, but was
delayed because of a state law
passed earlier this year that
" pushes back chairman induc-
tions in certain counties. The
law was designed to allow
more tdme for counting provi-
sional ballots.
- Kane County Chief Iudge
Donald Hudson will preside.
' McConnaughay defeated

. Democrat Tom Meadath in the -

Nov. 2 election to take the seat -
of Chairman Michael McCoy.
McCoy d1cl not.seek re-election.
L .
The Kane County Board -
will hold a special meeting to

elect a vice chairman and con-+. '
~'— Catherine Hurlbut, R-Elgin.

sider committee appoint-

ments for 2005-06. The meet-

ing will'be held at 5 p.m. Dec.

20 in the county board room,
Building A, Kane County .
Government Center, 7195, .
Batav1a Ave., Geneva. -
L il

The 'Itan;;portau‘on ’
Committee meeting sched- -
uled for $a.m. Dec. 30 has
been moved to ¢ a.m. Friday.

- oEEE - -

The following committee -

meetings have been canceled:
" =Finance/ Budget—

Wednesday -

* Executive — Thursday

» Human Services — Friday

» Public Services — Dec. 20

« Corrections and

LE 1]

‘Rehabilitations — Dec.23

Quote of the Week:

“This has been the
screwiest turnover. No one
knows who's on first and.
what's on second.”.
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Kane County Board member als&|
serves on Batavza school board Py

By PAUL DAILING
Kane Counry Chronicle

Torn Van Cleave will an-
nounce’ Mouday whether. he
will continue to serve simulta:
neously on the Kane County
Board and the Batavia school
board

- The im-

.pen‘dingan-:
nounce-
me nt f
comes after. f
the Kane
‘Coun t y
State’s |
Attorney 5
Office  is-
sued ~ an
opinion
that said the twg ]obs are 1n-
-compatible. -

“Although no state law -
exists - that prevents a pet-
~son from holding " two
" elected" positions; Assistant

State’s Attorney- Joseph -

Lulves, 'who wrote the opin-

ion in'a letter to the school

district’s lawyer dated Dec. .

3, agreed with similar opin-

ions from the Illmms attor-

ney general. o

- Lulves also wrote that tak-

ing the oath of office for the

county board, which Van .

Cléave - did Monclay,
-amounted to- a resignation
from the school board.
) At a press conference
scheduled for 2 p.ma,
Monday at the school board
offices at 335 W. Wilson St.
in Batavia, Van Cleave will
announce whether he will’

Van Clee

- boards-or ignore the non.

A o

tes1gn from one. of  the

binding oplmon and serveg
on both. L

Van Cleave ‘was elected s
last month to the county g
board’s. District 10 seat. Hls
term on the school board €x: fﬁ‘
‘pires mAprll ‘

He is paid $16, 000 annu- b
- ally to serve on the county+

. “Thestate’s attorney opm'# '
ion 1s merely that, an opins'-
ion,” Batavia school district..
“-attorney . John
" Thursday.

" Van Cleave, R- Bata\na‘J
would not . comment on’
what he will say Monday, al—" iy
though he did address the.:

issue when. it was -raised¥]

during the Repubhcan pri- - |
mary. . 4
“If it does prove 1o be 1
_conflict, T would give up thé
school board,” Van Cleavi
smdeebruary o

In the letter written toif?

Izzo, Lulves wrote that the’ 3

' .éi_;
r"ﬁ ). |

il

Lygs

'+l board. The scliool board posp:“mé
: non is unpatd

fJ\:-

Izzo satci?;" _

office was in agreement.‘
with ““numerous” k\

attorney general’ opmtonﬁ"‘ in
that found incompatibil tﬁ&

in

Lulves cited examples froff)
1873, 1989, 1993, 1996 an
2003.

your reliance on the reason- %
ing of the Dukes case cited mﬁh ;
your letter is rmsplaced " th
letter said. ~. -

See VAN CLEAVE, pagé 2

I}1m01s

similar - s1tuat10 iy 5.1 :

Furthermore, we behev

“Van CIeave

Contmued from page 1 -

Lu]ves wrote that a law

- passed in 1993 overrode any -
B plECEElEIlt set in- the. 1982

Dukes cagse. The. 1993 law.
states that individuals can

hold the two posts, but onlyin -
- counties with a population less

than 40,000. A U.S. Census
Bureau estimate for 2003 put
Kane County's popu.latton at
457,122,

* The letter also cited Myers

" v, Haas, a 1908 Illinois court

case that held that taking a
second office amounts to re-

- signing the first

. "On Dec. 3, my office pér-
sonally handed this létter to
his "lawyer,” Kane County,
‘State's Attomey Iohn Barsanti
said. ..
The letter also was mailed
and faxed to Izzo's offices m
Chicagp Heights.

“It just happened that M.r

-Izzo was in the néighborhood

and was able to réceive a copy
of the Iettér,” State’s Attorney's
Office Civil Division = chief
Katherine Moran said. .
Van Cleave said he did not

.| seetheletter until after he took

-his oath ' of office Dec. 6.

However, he ‘also said he was.

informed of its contents on
Dec. 3 .by Chairman-elect
“Karen McConnaughay, who
received a copy of the letter
from the state's attomeys of-
fice,

“She supported me taking

. the cath of office and to go

abead,” Vanr Cleave said.

Lulves s4id the decisioh to"
1o
N McConnaughay came from'.
; the states attortiéy’s office and
‘wag not requested by an out-

serid . :the letter .

_ stde party.

“We thought it would be
appropriate to share that in-
formation with her” he said.
“That was our decision inter-
nallyu N

_ Barsanti said he did not
think Van Cleave’s status as a
county board member would
be affected in any way. He also
said that the state’s attorney’s
office does not represent the
school boatd, so it has no di-
rect effect on the board’s deci-
sion. .
“It's not for me to say,”

- Barsanti said. -

Batavia school board Vtce

President Kathleen Roberts did

not ‘agree with t.h_e.. office's
opinion that joining a new
‘board means quitting the old.

“1 consider a re51gnat10n '
when I get a letter saying,'I'm
resigning - the board ™ she
said, -,

Should Van CleaVe remgn,~
the school board has the power
to appoint his feplacement,
Batavia school Superintendent
-Ed Cave said. The replacement
would not necess;anly be pres-
ident, as that position is rigt
elected by voters, but among
boatd members.-Board mem-
bers Jeff Glaser-and Roberts
said Roberts was the likely suc-
cessor..

“If he were to resign, I
would probably be president
for at least one meenng, the
meeting following the resigna-

" tion,” Roberts said:

.-Should Van Cleave decide
to remainron the schoolboard .

" his term will end in April. He

- said on Thursday that this
issuewotld “weigh heavily” on
‘whether he will seek re- elec—
tion, but would not comment
further. Nominating petitions .
are due ny Ianuary -




o |
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N ‘o-ﬂs—hbw'board members

- deserve criticism

Rumor has it that there- was an

* election in November and seven new
people were chosen to setve on the
countyboard. . = .

All agreed that one of the mgst
pressing issues for Kane County in the
near and distant future was the Kane
Countyjail. ‘ o

The jail has been overcrowded for
more than 20 years, Kane County .
. taxpayers spend thousands of doliars .
each year to house inmates elsewhete
. because there is no room here, The
county jail is more dangerous than some
state prisons. C S

And yet, when the county board is
offered a tour of the jail so they can see
first-hand the deplorable conditions and
. better understand the reports and

speeches that they will hear in an effort to

correct the problems, none of the newly
“elected county board members show up. -

© -Amazing. '

At best, this no-show performance
displays a fundamental lack of
understanding when it comes to political
perception. At worst, it must break some
world record by an elected official to
publicly show how little they can be

. bothered with the heavy lifting of
governance,

It does not matter what, if any, .
previous commitments were made that
would have preciuded the new county
board members from attending. For
nearly one year, these people proclaimed
how they were going to right the wrongs
of previous county board representatives.
The first time they had a chance to gather
critical, first-hand information that would
have been invaluable as they spend
multi-millions in tax dollars to correct the
deadly jail situation, they disappeared.

‘What, not one of the Supér Seven 'were |

sinart enough to make sure atleast a '

couple of them would show up with the
cover story that they would make a

. special teport to therest of their rookie

class? . ‘ . :
- Free advice: Apologize forignoring. =
the invite. Arrange for a special tour of the

* jail. Emphasize how much you learned

and express admiration for the jail guards - -
toiling in such conditions. o
And then, never again provide such an

 easy opening to be condemned by your

critics.” . o
LA .
There is a local connection to the
Richmond Hunt Club shooting. ,
In case you missed the story, a school

- . bus passing by the Richmond Hunt Club
- in McHenry County last week was hit with

buckshot. Nearby hunters.on the property
took airn at a turkey and instead hit the-
big, yellow school bus filled with children.
Noonewashurt. -~ ° o
‘This is the same hunt club that local
animal rights advocate Steve Hindi
protested in an effort to stop what he
called canned hunting. Canned hunting
eessentially means raising game in-a quasi-
tame atmosphere and then trucking the

. prey to a private ¢lub so hunters can enj oy

the activity. o L

Apparently, such a practice makesit
-easier to hunt the birds. : .

Now, I'm not getting into the hunting
debate here. But the incident will remind
at least a couple of Kane County residents
about similar dangers... ,

Such as the group of hunters who boat
up the Fox River to the Valley View area,

* set out their geese decoys, and start firing

their weapons toward the homes.

So far, only the peace of an early
mormning sleep has been disturbed.

Sofar... . ,

* Greg Rivara is the Kane County
Chronicle Managing Editor and co-host of -
Kane. County News and Views each
Wednesday at noon at WBIG 1280 AM. He
can be contacted directly at (630) 845-5355
or by e-mail at grivara®@kcchronicle.com
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‘is advised *
not to hold

= Monday decision:
Van Cleave counseled

“that Kane, school

boards incompatible "
WALT N il ;

By Steve Lord 2/ (e, .

STAFF WRITER ey’

BATAVIA — Newly elected Kane
County Board member Tom Van
Cleave is set to announce Monday
whether he will resign from the
Batavia School Board.

Van Cleave, R-Batavia, was
elected to the County Board from
the 10th District in Batavia in

. November. He has served on the
Batavia School Board for 12 years,
part of that time as president. ~ =

Earlier this month, he received
an opinion from the Kane County
state’s attorney’s office advisinghim
that Niinois State Statutes consider
the two jobs incompatible, and that .

. he must resign one of them. \

Van Cleave said Friday he does

"not believe the jobs are legally
incompatible, and said he would
take the weekend to decide what to
do. He is set to announce his
intentions at a 2 p.m. Monday press
conféerence. - _ )

“] want to think about it, do some
praying on it,” he said. _

Van Cleave sought the state’s

3 _Tu?n fo BATAVIAN, A2

two offices

ELECTION

From page Al

but because Americans have to be-
lieve that their votes are counted in
our demiocracy,” John Kerry said
this week, after calling for a
statewide recount in Ohio. .
The nation’s voting system, de-
spite improvements since the 2000
. Florida fiasco, remains a locally ad-
ministered patchwork whose Jack
_ of national uniformity distinguish-
_es the United States from many
~ other democracies.

Although most complaints have -

come from Democrats and the
third-party candidates, Republicans
and bipartisan groups acknowl-
. edge problems. The Government
\Accountability Office is investigat-
ing election problems. Rep. Bob
Ney, R-Ohio and chairman of the

House Administration Committee,

will oversee an inquiry next year.
The U.S. Election Assistance

Commission, created in 2002, also.

is scrutinizing the outcome. It
plans to publish in January the gov-
ernment’s first report on the vot-

ing, which will serve as the basis-

for congressional recommenda-
tions and reforms. :
“We definitely did not have a

glitch-free election,” said EAC

chairman DeForest Soaries Jr., a

Bush appointee, ’
In the last five weeks, activists

~ have documented thousands of vot-

ing problems across the nation.
The citizens’ lobby group Common
Cause received 210,000 phone calls -
to a hot line that logged complaints.
. Electronic errors were so grave

_ in Carteret County, N.C,, that elec-

tion administrators will hold a spe-

cial election in early January to de-

termine the next agriculture com-
missioner. Paperless touch-screen

 yoting machines there failed to re-

‘tain 4,438 votes during early voting’
before Nov. 2. The Démocratic in-
cumnbentlost by just 2,287 votes out
of about 3 million cast statewide.
In six states, including Florida
and Texas, abott three dozen vot-
ers complained that they selected
Kerry on touch-screen machines
but were shown as having voted for
Bush until they revised their elec-
tronic ballot. Equipment manufac-
turers blamed the problem on mis-
calibration. ,
" In New Orleans, poorly trained
poll workers told thousands of vot-
ers to come back later in the day
because they couldn't turn on new
electronic voting -equipment when
polls opened. -
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780-acre Campton development
stirs conflict-of-interest debate

By Nathaniel Zimmer and 'l'om
Polansek -
STAFF WRITERS ,
ELGIN — When a controversial
proposed residential development
on the border of Campton and
Plato townships comes before
Elgin’s planning commission, pos-
_ sibly early next month, one mem-
ber won't be voting on the matter.
Longtime Commissioner Robert
Siljestrom plans to abstain from
weighing'in on the approximately
- 780-acre project, which Campton -
residents and township officials
vigorously have opposed as too
" dense.
For more than three decades
Siljestrom, who also chairs the‘
" city’s comprehensive plan advisory
committée, has owned 50 acres on
the northeast corner of Crawford
and McDonald roads in Plato
" Township. After fielding inquiries
from potential buyers since the
mid-1980s, he agreed earlier this

year to a deal with the project’s de-

veloper, the Residential Land
Fund.

Anyone familiar with local gov-
ernment knows there is nothing
unusual about council or commis-
sion members abstaining from a
vote because they have a stake in

a. yustH GILLETTE
' Editorial Writer

J-A3-Clf
/?@:ece ¥ 2.0

the matter under consxderatton.
Even in cities much larger than

' Elgin, mdmdua]s who serve.on -
. planning or zoning bodies often

find they need to abistain from a
vote to avoid a potential contlict of
interest or the appearance of a con-

-flict of interest,

Still, Siljestrom’s position on the

planning commission and his siz-
able stake in a major development.
_have raised the question of precise-
ly how involved he should be in de-

liberations about the project.
Siljestrom said he sees noth-

mg wrong with attending plan--
.ning commission discussions of
. RLF’s proposal.

“I have to be there to answer
questions” from other commission
members, he said.

He believes his fellow commis- .

sioners will not be influenced by
his presence,

“I think they are mdependent—
minded enough to make their own

. decision,” he said.
Dave Kaptain, a planning com-*

-missioner who is running for a spot
on the Elgin City Council, said he
has no problem with Siljestrom at-
tending meetings where RLF’s pro-.
posal is discussed.

~But he does believe Sll]estrom ‘

should }eave the room before final

. deliberations and should not be

present for the commission’s vote.
My feelmg is he shouldn't be in

the room,” said Kaptain, who is :

chief chemist for the Fox River
Water Reclamation District.

Just how much money" is at -
stake for Siliestrom is not known;
he declined to discuss the subject.

Land prices vary widely, deperd-

ing not only on location but on how |
much work must be done to make

land buildable. -

Campton Township Supervisor
Neal Anderson said raw farmland
in the area can fetch up to $35,000
an acre, although some land is

- worth significantly less. The town-

ship recently purchased the 220-
acre Corron farm, which RLF's de-

velopment would border on two -
sides, for $4 million, or alittle more

. than $18,000 an acre.

An opponent of the RLF propos- -
al, Anderson said he believes Silje-

" strom should steer clear of the
. commission’s discussions of the

development. _
“It’s perfectly legal to own prop-
erty and to sell property, but when .
he’s a voting member of a board ...
he would need to stay out of those

discussions,” Anderson said.

‘f&&@

How to
-participate

\\\i ly, . s ien ed

Weather or not, we're glad for opening

Thank the seasonable weather or earnest con-
% struction crews, but whatever the case,

THUMBS UP to any and all responsible for the
early opening of 2.2 miles of a wider Orchard Road
between Indian Trail and Prairie Street on Aurora’s
West Side. The prospect of movmg traffic instead of
traffic snarls during the upcoming winter months on
that busy north-south stretch warms our heart.
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rescinds
rules on

-cameras

 Wasco Sanitary District leans |

By LISA SMITH
Dadly Herald Steff Witer

- Video cameras and tape recorders now
are welcome at Wasco Sanitary District

board meetings.

The three-member board Thursday voted
unanimously to nullify a controversial ordi-
nance restricting the recording of its meet-
ings after the Illinois attorney general
expressed concerns that it violates the

state’s Open Meetings Act.

The ordinance, passed Nov. 18, required
anyone who wanted to record or videotape
a sanitary board meeting to give 10 days
advance written notice, provide the district
an unaltered copy of the tape within five
days and pay the district to hire a court

rter to transctibe the meeting.

In a letter to the board’s attorney, an assis-
neral called the restrictions
atternpt to prevent a citizen-
from taping a meeting and thus, (it) collides
with the letter and spirit of the Open Meet-

tant attomey

“ thinly veil

ings Act”

The four-page letter goes on (o say: “Itis |
our view that this provision ... is designed
solely to keep the public from participating
in the workings of government. Conse-
quently, such a restriction on a citizen
raerely fractures public confidence in a

public body."

The letter was signed by Terry Mutchles,
assistant attorney general in the public
access and opinions division, and delivered
Thursday to the sanitary district’s attorney,

Charles Muscarello.

Either rescind the ordinance ot revise it to
comply with the act, Mutchler advised in
the letter. The board can tape its own meet-
ings or adopt "reasonabie rules,” such as
requiring residents to arrive prior to the
meeting to st up video equipment or
the room
while filming to ensure recording does not
disrupt the board’s business, Mutchler sug-

asking them to stay in one area O

gested. ‘

The board asked Muscarello to draw up
the ordinance in response to "an unruly
crowd that distupted the district’s monthly
public mecting on Oct. 18, 2004 — a distup-
tion that was inflamed by the presence of a
video recording device,” Muscarello said in
a letter to Artorney General Lisa Madigan's

office.

He said board members also wanted an
accurate version of each recording on hand
in case an altered version was distributed to

the public.

Lawyers from the Kane County state’s |
attorney’s office “also share our concems,”
Mutchler wrote. A violation of the Open
Meetings Act is a misdemeanor punishable

See CAMERA on PAGE 11

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 20064

Camera: Newest member |
happy to kill ordinance

Continued from Poge 1
by & $1,500 fine and 30 days in

il

l Board Trustee Raul Brizuela
made a motion Thursda that
the board postpone enforce-
ment of the ordinance pending
additional suggestions from the
attorney general’s office. But he
withdrew that motion after
Trustee Jeff Blankenship sug-
gested the board rescind the
ordinance instead.

Elected Nov. 2, Thursday was
Blankenship's first meeting as 2
board member. He was not on

_the board when the ordinance

_ was passed and spoke out

against it when it was under

consideration. )
“We serve the people,

-Blankenship said. “They’re not

responsible to us; we're
responsible to them. And that’s
what we need to spend our
time doing.” :

But the issue isn't dead. Mus-
carello said Friday he remains
unsure on how the district can
rewrite the ordinance to comply
with the Open Meetings Act. He
sald the board has directed him
to continue his discussion with |-
the attorney general’s office.

The sanitary district board |
“may or may not evaluate
something in the future” to
change the ordinance, Mus-
carello said.
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'L; Sugar Grove seeks restaurants, shops D(/ﬁ/fgf/tg;ﬂ/(/

- o MARV I\ETH‘ NONIDA[LY HE.AI.D
Land remains open on each side of Route 47 north of ruutes 56 and 30 in 5ugar Grove. There are several obstacles to the tlevelupment
of the1and for commercial uses: -

Busmesses slow to follow

Stonas'men’tcmﬁing
to Sugar Grove as
fast as the people are

BY LESLIE HAGUE
Daily Herald Siaff Writer

Perry Clark is used to the first
questiorL

‘Whenever he tells somecone
what his job entails — bringing
commercial devclopment to
Sugar Grove — people want to
know one thing.

“The first thing is, ‘OK, great,

" where's the fast food? Where's

the Applebee 's? Where's the
hi's?” " he said.

Desplte new houses popping
up all over the place, Sugar
Grove has yet to see the new
restaurants, shops and stores
residents crave.

“We're probably at 9,000 (pop-
ulation) with Prestbury,” said
village Trustee Bob Bohler. “Any
other community with 9,000, 1
bet at least they've got a restau-
rant I can sit down at.”

To the continual “When is it

" coming?" question from resi-

dents — whether "it" be a
sit-down restaurant, shopping
or even a Burger King — village

. What it takes to get a Whopper

Sugar Grove is still short of the numbers most retail companies use to determine where to
Iocate accordmg to the Sugar Grove Economic Development Corporatmn

Sugar ' Burger | Jimmy coldsmne ! i Best

Grove | King | John's | Creamery |Walgreens ! Buy
Population within 1 mite = 4,000 : 30,000 ! 10,000 : 15,000 : 20,000 infa
Population within 2 miles 7,000 ESU,OOB ¢ 25,000 ; 35,000 : nfa 1 100,000+
. Household income $84,000+ | $35,000 ; $40000 [ $35000 : $35,000 i$40.ouo
Traffic count 16000 | 30,000+ .; 20000 | 40000 : 25000 nfa
every 24 hours ‘ R : v !
Favorable neighbors mwutes 47, | freeway 1 colleges,  high-end | grocery 'majur

56,30,WCC,) locations, | aiports, | refailers, | Stores; ¢ regional

Aurora 1 mall ' train 1 movie \ shopping | shopping

Airport ! shopping ! stations, ! theaters, ! centers :cemer

: | offices | coifea shops, d

Source: Sugar Grave Economic Development Corporation

officials have adopted a simple
refrain: “We need more
1ooftops.”

Clark, who has been head of
the village’s Economic Develop-
ment Corporation for almost a
gear sees retail hitting the village

ig by the end of 2006.

Retail developers are likely
waitinng on the Jewel-Osco and
its 13 outlots, at Route 47 and
Galena Boulevard, to break
ground and the two largest pro-
posed residential developments

— totaling more than 4,000

homes — to be approved before
decitling to move in, Clark said.

Jewel representatives have
said they would like to break
ground in mid-2005 and be
open by mid-2006.

“ really think once Jewel pulls
a building permit and starts

moving dirt, it will be like a shot
in the arm,” Village President
Sean Michels said.

‘What companies want

To seriously consider a loca-

t
DALY HERALD

tion, fast food and retailers
often require between 20,000
and 40,000 people within a 2-
mile radius of a proposed loca-
tion, Clark said.

“These are hard numbers,” he
said. “We do not meet their site
criteria right now.”

A specxal census last year put
the village’s population close to
6,000, but specific amenitics ta
Sugar Grove — Waubonsee
Community College and the

See BUSINESSES on PAGE 4
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'Kane County farmers losin

Subdivisions, age

and low prices
forcing many out

By LENGRE T. ADKINS
Doty Hevsid Staf] Whiter

Each day this fall, Marvin
Staub rolled out of bed around
5 o'clock, grabbed a cu
coffee and headed out to
vest corn and soybeans with
Marilyn, his wife of 50 years,

The Stmubs come from two

erations of farmers and have
een farming ali thelr fives. The
couple, who live outside Elgin,
typically get to the fields in
wanm weather at 6:30 and stay
out as long as it takes to get
their chores done. It's just the
kin;od.m them out on the open

"When the crops are good, it's

\‘f‘e’vrgpleasing.' Straub, 72, said.

cn things don't go right, its
testy.

Stroub owns somie 400 acres
of farmland south of Plato
Center and rents 1,200 acres
{rom home builders who've yat
tobulld. 7 -

Straub cleared soybeans from
land he rents on Bowes Road
wost of Randall Road for the last
time this fall. That’s because his

developers, arc ready 1o start
building hotries therc.

“Right now, we're getting sub-
divided out,” Straub sald. “You
can't compete with that”

Our hands are tied .

been renting will be
farmed for the last time. He
cis another 400 to SO0 acres
he's farmed will bebuilton, -
Straub is hardly alone,
Between 1982 and 2002, Kane
County lost 42,000 acres of

farmland, said Mark Thomas,

information systcms manager
for the Northeastern Illinois
Planning Cornmission. While
some of it was turned Into forest
preserves and parks, the major-
ity of it has been snatched up
for houses, roads and retail
uses.

"The:l:‘::as an'lé per%ent
chan, e 20-year peried on
funhf:nd in Kane County,” he
said.

In 1987, Kane County had 824
farms, said Don Fike with the
Tllinois Agricultural Statistics
Service. In 2002, the most recent
statistics dvailable, the county
had 619 farmns.

Last year-alone,; between

of .

" Earfriers.
mimuoo acres of the land *
Straub has

/- 13-t Tl #ﬁfcz/ff

3 o= s

e
¥ 3
B

B ;

Marvin Straub, 72, clears one of the last rows of soybeans fro
landlords, u pair of high-profile Elgin. A new crop of hornes will be planted by Del Webb,

r

1;000 and 2,000 acres of farm- '

land were beingturned into
residential developments and
roads, said Bob Gehtke, presi-
dent of the Kane County Fartn
Burcau, & watchdog group for

"Gehuke, who has been a
farmer for 30 years, had been
renting 150 acres from an

investor in Plato Township ted.

along Route 20.

year for fanming,

3 5y

But when the land was sold to
a developer, Gehrke's lease was
not renéwed” Homes will be
blile on the Jand next year, he
said.

“We can't do anything about
thai because developers have a
tight to by property,” Gehrke
said. "On an issue like that,
ournhands are pretty much

The fanmiand dosest to Elgin

n his last

is the mostJdegi!'able ‘for devel- |

opers, said,
Land that's just cast of Route
47 went for $20,000 an ace two
{ears ago, he said. Today, its
eing snapped up for $40,000
an acre. He's seen some devel-
opers pay up to $100,000 an
acre for t'arm!an;]l.

*You wander haw m ¥m.rs
we can stay here aﬂ Arm
before we move away,” he said.

But not all of the county's
farmland is being gobbled up
by builders.

By the end of the year, the

Kane County Farmland Protec-
tion Program will have
preserved 3,000 acres since it
started the project in 200), said
Janice Hill, the program's coor-
dinator. .

‘The farmer maintains owner-
ship of the land, but the county
buys the developtent rights to
the land — requiring that it be
used for agricultural purposes
ad infinitum,

“This tool is one more layer to
protect facmland,” Hill sai

| ems, orif th

Why farmers get out

It is not Just the developr
potentind of the land that is
ving farmers out of
business. Its also much tow
to make a profit.

Last spring, Gehrke s
prlces for soybeans, cotn, w
and hay were at a 10-year
Naw, %ain prices are half th

Soybran prices typic
ranﬁe between $4.50 and
bushel, said Straub, who g
soyheans. Accurdlng to,
Matonal cultural StaG
Service, soybeans went for §
per bushel in April 2004, But
month a bushel went for’§5.

“There’s always golng t
the cases where people will
farminig because the devélo
have taken the land.” Gel
said. “But prefitability
having bad years where
didn't make money is the b
reason (Earmers leave the I8
Somewould mtherhaveng
anteed salary”

Many fartners, he sald, .
are reaching retirement age
are ready to relax. .

- “You gat 10 the point wl
you're 65 and 70 and dontr
extra income,” he said.
they’ll rent land to ather fa
e in develoy
arens, sell 1o developers.”

For now, Straub is slow
down and has nodpla.n:
retire, saying he would "go ¢
if T had to sit here and do w
i

%lc said he is hoping to k
farming other land ownec
developers until construct
begins on those subdivisions

As it Is now, he doesn't m
enough money from his e
to live on, but says he's save
a lot of money through
years for retirement. And,
said, he can ahways sell aff s
of his own land,

“It's fust one of those thin
he said. *You've just got to m
with the times.*
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et STC projec

" Photo cnurtesy'qf'i‘he {New London) Day

"&;-_..'?b'-c.all_eﬂ the New Londen (Connecticu) Dévelopment Corp: is trying to use the eminent do-

" main clause for a propifsed hotel and other commercial interests that they feel have a fie with the Pfizer Researchand ..

Develapment cener,

High court to
. Connecticut case
- -goes before
Supreme Court -
this spring

- ByTOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

™ he U.S. Supreme Court next year
‘ wili heéat and rule on a case that |
could affect t. Charles’ plans for
its First Street redevelopment project.
Then again, the ruling could have
o affect at all. ; ’
. The high coust in the spring will hear
Kelo vs. New London, Conn.,, and in the
summer is expected to issue atuling
that plaintilfs hope will curb a munic- ..
. pality’s eminent domain powers as a
. way to achieve economic development,
, St Charles has used its power to
condemn property on First Streetas
partofits planto revitalize the arca
south of Main Street. - -
Municipalities use eminent domain
to seize private property for public use.
They can do 50,as long as they pay the
property owner what is gietermined to

.

pictured in the foreground of this
company, and ‘residgnt,Susette.Kelo sued to stop thém:

2001 photo. The group
That case will be heard by the 1.S. Supreme Court.

would like a lot of the land behind the

examine eminent domain

be fair market value. -
St. Charles has filed eminent do-

mair lawsuits against four pro perties
on First Street: The lawyer handling the

lawsuits for the city says he believes the

facts of the Kelo case differ from those

- in St. Charles.

“Yowever, it all depends on Whe}her
the court waits to make a sweeping de-
cision, said Nicholas Peppers. the attor-

. ney who handles the city’s eminent do-

main cases. - .
"Np orte Is going to know until they

- rule next summer.” Peppers said.

- TheKelo case will test the definition
of the “public use” clause in the'erni-
nent dornain statutes.

" In St-Charles' case, Peppers cites sev-

eral instances of how the redevelopment
-project fits the definition of public use-
" The project will widen 2 public
street, add-a public plaza and builda
public parking deck. .
In New London, the city wants to
acquire property for offices, condo-
miniwms and offices on property cur-
rently occupied by private owners.: -
 Lawyers for the Institute for Justice, a
Washington, D.C.-based public interest
\awfinm that specializes in private prop-

~ertyrights, filed suiton behalf of sevén of
- the property owners a,

gainst New London
after the city fled its condemnation suits.

Alower court in 2002 ruled in favar
of four of the seven dwners, and both
sides appealed. The Connecticut
Supreme Court in March ruled against

. ail the property owners, and the

Institute appealed to the 1.8, Supreme
] ~_ Court,whichin .
| Scptember agreed to -
NI hear the case. L.
“We're looking for
the Supreme Courtto
guarantee every free-
dominthe -
Congstitution,” said
_ Bert Gall, a membet

e of the litigation tcam
aln “for the Institute of
Kelo Justice. “The court

needs to establish a bastion of profec-
ton for all property OWners and busi-

The “public 0ise” clause in condem-
nation laws refers to the taking of pri-
vate property fora public road or public
puilding, Gall said, nat for economic
development. .

The idea of condemning property
for economic development is flawed
because any property could be redevel-
aped into one that generates more tax
revenue, Gall said. -

See dSE; page2
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|Aurora mayoral race

BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Callmg it an opportunity he
can’t pass up, Kane County
Clerk John Cunningham on

‘Monday joined the crowded.

field of candidates running for
mayor in Aurgra,

“We have found a lot of sup-
port throughout Aurora,”
Cunningham said a couple

| hours before filing the required

nominating petitions to get his

name on the ballot. “We are
‘looking forward to a spirited

campaign, and I think it will be
interesting.”

Cunnmgham, a native of
Aurora, former city comrnis-
sioner and two-time mayoral

.| candidate, entered the non-

partisan contest that, for at
least two of the candidates, has
been gomg for more than a
year.

He joins four others hoping
to run the state’s second largest
city.

During the Feb. 22 primary, in
addition to Cunningham, the
ballot will list Tom Weisner, a
former longtime city employee;
Richard Irvin, a local lawyer; Bill
Wyatt, a county board member;
and Angel Hernandez.

>

,L/f’/ 7l
enters

The two with the most pri-
mary votes will then face off in
the April 5, consohdated elec- |

- tion,

Cunmngham, who won the
clerk’s office in 2002, commis-
sioned a poll in early Novernber
to judge the field and his own
chances in a mayoral run. That
poll put him slightly ahead and
helped convince him to start a
campaign.

“Our survey showed that they
have been running for months,
and I came in ahead of them,”
Cunningham said, adding that
there doesn't appear to be signs
of strong support around the
city - for. the previously
announced candidates.

His entrance prompted polite
welcomes from the men who
are now his opponents.

“I look forward to having
another person to debate with
as we go on,” Weisner said.

. Weisner and Wyatt said the
new face isn't going to influence
how they do things in the final
months of the race.

“It won't change how we go
about getting our message out,”
Wyatt said.

Irvin and Hernandez could
not be reached for comment
Monday.
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17H-0Y TXetlly Heratd
Trustee selected as

interim president on
North Aurora board

« BY JOHN JOHNSTON
Daify Hevald Corrspondent

Notth Aurora Village President Mark Ruby | .
said his farewell Monday after 12 years of ser- | :
vice, the last eight as the village's chief]-
executive. }

_The board unanimously chose Trustee Max
Herwig as interim president until the April 5
election.

Ruby said he was leaving the village next
week after 40 years to be closer to his family.
He said he will be moving to a new house near
Geneva that is just down the block from his
grandchildren. )

" «pytended families are really important
when you can make thermn work,” Ruby sald.

- Reflecting on his tenure, a time when North

Aurora nearty doubled in population and

: landed commtercial developments such as

: Woodman's and the possibility of a Target and

i Kohl's shopping centet, Ruby said he was satis-

- See PRESIDENT on PAGE 8

| President: Three to run
for leader of the village

Continued from Fage 1 ;
“The progress could not
fied with the work he has.done .
and the new development he have been done without
hdas seen since he became pres- the cooperation of the
ident.
TRuby said he was fortunate to community, staff and

have a staff that helped carry s
the load. board. Thisisa

- "The progress could not have ‘we' situatdon.”
been done without the cooper-
ation of the community, staff Mark Ruby,
and board,” he said. “This is a

North Aurora village president
‘we' situation.” . .
Herwig, 58, and a trustee for

the past 10 years, said a staff
mesting Wednesday will help
create a seamless transition so
he can focus on the various
commercial and residential
developments in the village.”

Trustee John Hansen, who
nominated Herwig, said
Herwig was the most senior
trustee that was not seeking the
presidency in April

Of the six trustees, five are
running on the spring ballot.
Trustee Paul Shoemaker, the
only trustee not running, satd
he did not want the president
jab, “even for a few months.”

In addition to choosing the
interim president Monday, the
village also concheded the filing
of nomination papers for th

Herwig and Trustee Mike
Herlihy are seeking re-election
to their trustee seats with chal-
lengers Mark Gaffine, Linda
Mitchell and Mike Savini
rounding out the field of candi-
dates, :

The five candidates will com-
pete for three seats. -

The third seat up for election
belongs to Mark Guethle, who
will seek the village president
job along with Trustees Dale
Berman and Hansen. The
three-way race will prompt a
primary in February.

Alsg, Joseph Lowery looks to
become the village's next clerk.
He was the only person to file
nomination papers for the
office before Monday’s 5 p.m.

1! village board. - deadline.
7| The deadline to file petiions  He is Jooking to succeed Lorl
was 5 p.m. Murray. ’
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~Across the bdard “

Whén Tom Van Cleave announced his:

. .intention to run for a seat on the Kane

County Board last year, one of the very
first questions he was asked concerned -

- the elected position he already held. Ifhe

were elected to the county board would

he give up his seat on the Batavia School
. Board? VanCleave finally answered that

question Monday afternoon, but his

. decision does nothing to resolve a deeper -

issue. - ‘ -
~ Van Cleave has decided to keep both -
jobs, despite an opinion issued by the -

“Kane County State’s Attorney’s Office,
- which said Jilinois statutes consider the
two positions to be incompatible. Atleast '

part of his reasoning seems to be based

. on the fact his school board term is up '

this April and he will not seek re-election.
As'he currently holds the positionof
president of the school board, Van Cleave

 believes resigning now would cause that. *

body alot of unnecessary problems. -

. Maybe so, but sticking around might

causé them even more.
* Many observers are at a loss to

" explain Van Cleave’s reluctance to step

down from the school board. In light of

- the state’s attorney’s opinion it seems as
_ though he is inviting trouble to stay on,

particularlyif he participatesinany

" votes.

‘What will happen if Van Cleave is the
pivotal vote on a crucial issue anditis
later ruled he shouldn't have been on the

* "board? How fast do you think that lawsuit
- will be filed? For thatmmatter, if he persists

in his present course of action, how soon
before a lawsuit is filed that challenges
his right to hold both offices?

The right thing for Van Cleave to do is-

" resign from the Batavia School Board.

‘Because he’s not running for re-election.
he'd be gone by April anyway. Leaving 90
days ahead of schedule is no big deal and
prevents a host of potential problems
from ever surfacing. On the othier hand,
by not resigning Van Cleave is saying in -
effect he knows better than the state’s
attorney and he’s going to do what he
darn well pleases. : .

Frankly, Van Cleave's actions-are an
unpleasant mix of arrogance and
petulance and may give a hintas to how

* he'll behave on the county board. Then

again, given how many of the current " .
‘board members act, he should fit right in.

TR

Speaking of the county board, it

appedrs several new members are
annoyed with e for scolding them for
missing last week’s tour of the county jail. '
Although they all claim to have valid
reasons forbeing absent, they should

_ save their breath.

Every one of the newly elected board

. members mentioned the jail in their

election campaigns and every one ‘
promised they'd make the issue a priority.
Well the election has come and gone and

_the board will be deciding very soonon .

whether to build a new jail and if so what

" design to choose. No matter what excuse

these new members trot out, the fact
remains they will probably be miaking
important decisions about anewjail -
without ever having seen the inside of the
old one.

I'm not interested in hearing how they
couldn’t take the time to tour the jail '
because of other commitments or the
pressures of their other jobs or .

- businesses. They knew when they ran for

office there would be demands on their

. time; so why are they taken by surprise

now?
- , L

At a gathering crowded with well-
wishers last week, the county said
goodbye to two of its top prosecutors, Joe
Cullen and Bob Berlin. ' -

‘ Attorneys, cops, judges and
courthouse employees all stopped byto -
wish Berlin good Juck at his new gig in the
DuPage State's Attorney’s Office and the
same to Cullen who's headed to the
DeKaib office. - .

 Cullen was with Kane County for 14
years, Berlin was here for four, and both

~ are well respected by their peers. Itsaloss

for Kane and they'll be missed, butthe .
move will be good for both men's careers.
It also bears mentioning that
incoming Kane County State’s Attorney
John Barsanti made every attemptio
keep the two. It was part of his attempt to

‘make the office transition as smooth as
" possible. Even though the pair opted to

move on, Barsanti showed a lot of class
with his offers for them to stay. Very '

_ nicely done.

« Bill Page lives in St. Charles and
owns.a marketing company. He also writes
about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday. Calls and e-mails answered at

.{(630) 584-0809 or

wpage@mediawerks.org. . x

x_,_,,/:’
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;. “ELECTION2005
= _ AURORA MAYORAL RACE

', 2004 The Heacon imem

§ XElectio'n filings

thoa pefitions far 2005 mumbcipal electi
Aurora ’

Maritya Michetini,

-mc;

face because of the presidential election and
| Swon't bécome idterested until after the ol
. - "days, ‘Cutihinighan Sajd Pt e

- thought they were all premature,”.Cun-
-* ningham said of the other candidates announg-
g’ early. “And [#hik by the results of the. -
" “poll, they were working hard, but they weren't

getting results for their hard work.

-~ People will probably not focus on the-cam-
- -paigns until after the first of the year, and peo-
- - _ple probably won't make up their minds until a
sweek or two before the.elecion.” . oo pu &

¥ Candidates Richard Irvin and Tom Weisner’
% Turn.to MAYORAL;A2.

LS .

-

the door first,” Carole Holtz,
executive director of the Aurora
Election Commission, said
_marming. “At5 p.m,, we're ocking the
door and ehutting the lights oft”

The relatively few candidates
runming for 2idermanie seats means
only the mayor's roe will requirea
primary election in Aurora, All the
other ety races, which have two or

fzwcrcandidzmﬁllmlymﬂez
general election April S, when the top
two vote-getters for mayor will also

sqquare off
Hn!tzsaidﬂntwi]!‘ﬁkahrmezplow

2 Mayor: i . Iretn, Z701 Shét- nﬁ&mpﬁnmhhmm;?ﬁeﬁdm.lﬁ
Ranil Diriwe; Toom Weisoer, 1022 Prairie St m Village cletic Robert Watermiano,
Angel Hernandex, 1316 Monomoy St, 1311 Roys] Drive ()
Apt_F: John Andrew Cumningbam, 248 W Trustee (free soats): [oyd Matting-
Wﬁfﬁf?htm e %rmﬁm-nm&mm
B 2 Werd: ey Garea, 725 B. Gale- 'Andmw.}{aczmamk -
B Dand Mt 4. e b A 2538 Hat
Ve
& 4th Ward: Georgine L. Jenkins, 338 North Aarora
mg‘q ; * i Ch. Ll '.Lm. 1] hm%[! 5013
ta. aatilly e; jobn Haosen, 509
h N-mwﬁisabgmwm Finewoon Drive Mark Guethle, 1565
: W 9th Wad: Leroy V. Keith, 2582 Sag- -vnhgelgtjnsqﬁ? Lowezy, 1001
ol - mﬂwm;msmmmu Finehurs Drive e
L e g P s cuna ) B Thuster (three seats): Max Hewig,
v aaw Y s . Oth Ward: Elmore, H .
m Pétition filing concludes: e s e 20
i Olerk]ééﬁCﬁhnﬁ’éh 8 Alderman 2t harge: Jeffrey D. Doncl mige nm’- Mgi:kl:nﬂerhlﬁly o
‘- e 33 aCK UL : 2073 Serglen St Rabert]. 0 Corwor o ) ok A
;._ : te J alh by M ?13'& Stephen pogy g mm:llzfm,m:adawﬂ
T | rs__raca_.m.ﬁn 1 nour .,
e ,j‘: Srrapa ey ad:—w“ﬁ"hv—lv PR A = e
.= - = - - Alderman David Marquez, 2nd
By Dave Pamro... /- -4 B R MAYORAL : 'Wm;{i, is}beiu% chaliengagd hyf
s o= -W"‘“. = PR X resident Juany Garza, a native o
L NELNA o g ,-':..;'_‘i.i_._.,_,\M- pedwe i o | Frompage Al Mexica who u‘:rame to the United
: AEAURORAmfI‘quﬁeldeqanaidat&wﬁnEmi ot e petitionson m&m%gdwmm .
. A L ternedin itians on the ra in 1997,
: ﬂl ﬂl':;:lﬂtt mayqugerggxgvg 10 ﬁ‘[e Mond'aypg first day, and a lottery will be held A latecomer filed Monday to run
he last day of filing'for the 2005 city election: , Woinenday to determine the first against Akerman Leroy Xeith in the
-Kaclée Cl;tlmtygluefk]ohﬂgad: Cunningham gaﬁ;e on me]pﬂrima:y;lecfiiog 9fty Ward. Gregg Peters, s Republican
turned in his petitions at about 4 p.m., making allot, Angel Hernandez file predingt comusitteernan in Naperville
his mndidacypgﬁdal dfter pondex?ing 2 fun for Thursday, which means his name Tovmship, said he decided only last
ecks His fame will appeat fou will appear third ) week to gather signatures.
weeks. His name willapipea fotirth on the Feb. e gham, afrequent eandidate.  Atlarge Alderman Bab O'Congor,
mpnﬁggde%uqnbg]ﬂétj;Kane-Coumpra@ . whohasazgtfagomldmﬁf]}mvt}nm ﬁamhnge%faﬁnngmdalg
ember’ Bi att. g j before, e decided Lo lot Wyatt ra at 20 years, apposed
% e Yef réz.%%p:n?lg ;ﬁtv;ﬂltl?aiemﬂigg; file lant instead uil?esll:t%algtg for the me lrﬁm{nl);ndsonhvabohsl
. el rid bottom ' YEA'S -Jarge Aldetingan
. spotonthe mayoral portion of the ballot. Un]ﬂmﬂlefn:tndayofﬁﬁngs.nmm Bobshdt::fu
;Cunningham_saidhie.doesn't think-his late. glcurdeﬂ&fmdhhé?bv;hmﬁnemg hth;ﬂud,whmﬂdm;;
. i@mlmm‘m-e;r?&??utsmata d'l.-éadvanmgc’ﬁ‘ Jast position on the ballot is residents filed petittons: Georgine
. -eventhough:the-other four. candidates have. ™ | juerrired gy by who getsthere  “JT Jenkins and Richard Lwrence.
T :iﬁeen rcﬁgmtmeIOfTOE ‘than-a year. 1-'1'A‘1'¢';? last. 'I‘h::'ﬁ‘:as'l no drawg:.g; if m Two other p;l.gdidates who were
+Jéenkpoll by the unitng] am cathpaigh showed ] | canddatesbo fine upto befast, circulating petitions,
. "‘:I'j.im‘i:j‘ﬁi‘:'—léifdfﬁi&l%ﬂ the cindldaﬂdosely - mto%?de among thi 25 kaeoﬁIg‘natdl,dﬂndaimm nun for
. bunchedtogethersaz . o heon¥ “Somebody's ot to valk through
Voters have ot beeh paying atténtion fo.the | Other towns

Because three North Aurora

Monday trustees filed to replace retiring

Village President Mark Ruby, a
primary election will also be held
for that ree Feb, 22.7
Mark Guethle, chairman of the
Kane County Democratic Party;
Dale Berman, who was village
resident fram 1985 to 1989; and
Ynhn’ Hansen all previously
announced their intentions to seek
North-Aurora's top office.
in Montgomery, village Trustee
Pete HLeiM }\1'1“ filed to challenge

vater turpout for the yoral
election becase township and school
board clections also won't be held
vl April : :
T inoumbent aldermen will face
no opposition this spring: Scheketa
Hart-Burns, 7th Ward; and Lynda

. Elmore, 10th Ward.

arilyn Michelini for
village president.

Tn Batavia, no one Sled as a party
candidate. The filing period in
other Fox Valley municipalities,
and to Tun as an independent
candidate In Batavia, will be from
Jan, 17 to Jan. 25.
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A sincere effort

~To the Editor:

I have read the edltonals in the

* Kane County Chronicle concerning
new countyboard imembers not -
being in attéendance-at the county

" jail tour, insinuating that we failed

to attend due to lack of interest.

1 was informed of the tour
weeks after the elecion and
already had a work commitmert

on the day scheduled. Iwas
Hosting a program at the Holmstad
{my place of employment) that
had been on my calendar since
October.linformed Karen -
McConnaughay that I had this
_conflict, and that T had atready
. toured the jail during the primary -
" campaign. I met with Sheriff’
Ramsey in December, and he was
gracious to take me on a personal
tour of the jail.  saw the broken-
down washing machines, the
overcrowding of cells, the

- inadequate kitchen facilities and

" much more. [ visited with guards
in their break room. I saw the
small prisoner visiting area. I

" learned the history behind the

1t

e

lass’

s

nts

. selection of the architects and the
rationale of dumping the old plan
. foranewdirectionin the plannmg
process.
[amnot saymg thatI donot
- have much to learn on this issue in

"~ ashort ime period. Imade a

sincere effort to become familiar

with the jail situation early in the -

‘campaign and feel thatI have an’
initial good understanding of the-
issue. I will do my homework to °

. become familiar with the new . -

plans for the jail.
lama ﬁrm believer in not .

SSNATr

LQ /5 OC/

0/7/0/ )/ ( Zé?

making excuses, ] am not wnung
this letter as an excuse fornot -
attending the jail tour on Dec. §,

" butrather to clarify thatIdidin
fact tour the jaillpriortothe =~
election. I also believe that if none --
.of the new members could attend "
— and they kmew that in advance '
— maybe it was a bad datefor
everyone and another date could
be selected, rather then just going”
ahead with the tour and casting ~ _
‘blame on those members who had .
prior commitments, Lastweek -
wasverybusyforallthenew
members. Iattended allnew .
member orientation meetings.
They were all verymformauve and;
helpful.

Free advice: Mr. Rwara offered 2
some free advice, Free adviceis
always welcome. Iwould offer this

" free advice to Mr. Rivara: Calt me if i
you ever have a questlon about my.
familiarity with an issue. I may be
ahead of you...

.1:1;1-

Thomas Van Cleave
Member
. Kane OountyBoard

l
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BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Staff Writer

With the kitty nearly empty, Kane
County Forest Preserve District leaders
are looking for a new deposit from tax-
payers to carry on a popular land
acquisition program that has added
thousands of acres to the district’s
holdings.

That being so, district president John
Hoscheit, fresh off his
+ Uunanimous election
4 Tuesdayto a second 2-

year term as the forest

preserve commission's
chief, said the panel
‘would immediately

consider putting a

new open space initia-

tive on the April ballot.
: . “Quality of life is
: really a

No. 1 issue,” Hoscheit

said, referencing dis-

trict surveys that show
the topic as a favorite
"among residents.

“Preservation of open

space is tops on the

list of what they want
o us to accomplish.”

In 1999, the district asked county
voters to support a tax increase tq buy
- land and save it from development
The $70 million question won in a
landslide, by a nearly 2-to-1 margin. It
meant an extra $32 in taxes a year for
the owner of a $150,000 home.

The result brought 5,649 acres of

See FOREST on PAGE 15

Forest: Tax payers still
approve buying up land

Continued from Page 1

new land into the forest pre-
serve system paid for by the $70
million and a second $36 mil-
lion bond sale made possible
because of the original tax
increase.

At an average of $20, 500 per
acre, the forest preserve pur-
chased more than 75 parcels
ranging in size from a half-acre
to 533 acres.

Add it all up and today the
forest preserve systern includes
more than 14,000 acres,

Hoscheit, a St. Charles
Republican, said about $4 mil-

‘lion remains for land purchases,

and that money won't cover all
the property currently under
negotiation, There are willing
sellers, officials say, and the
question how is are the taxpay-
ers still willing buyers,

Karen McConnaughay, the
county board’s chairwoman-
elect, said Tuesday that polling
she did this year during her
campaign suggests an open
space referendum is the only
kind of taxhlke with a chance of

4

getting voter approval. Her
survey results show a public
safety tax, a transportation tax
Or a senior citizen services tax
— three proposals talked about
in Kane County but never posed

.to voters —would be rejected,

An open space tax, however,
would win support, the
McConnaughay numbers show.

Just how large a new tax rate
would be remains in the air.
Hoscheit said it would probably
be similar to 1999 and likely be
discussed and decided at the
January forest preserve com-
mission meeting.

Local governments have until
Jan. 31 to call for a referendumn.
The next chance won't come
until 2006 because there is no
election in Novernber.

To wait that long will only
mean maore land will be built

-upon and the available land will

cost more, Hoscheit said.

“It will be another year and
with open space prices increas-
ing at 20 percent a year two
things will happen,” he said.
“Prices will go up and we will
lose opportunities on property.”
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North Aurora mayor

quits; successor named

By Amy Fischer Roth
Special to the Tribune

North Aurora will have a new

village president as of Monday, -

and then it will be up to votersto
seat a new mayor in April.

Mark Ruby announced at a
Village Board meeting Monday
that he and his wife will be mov-
ing into a newly built home in
unincorporated Kane County.
The home, which has a Geneva
address, is close to his son’s
home.

It was up to Village Board
members to appoint an interim

village president, and after a.

few moments of discussion,
they unanimously approved the
appointment of Max Herwig, a
tirustee for the last 10 years.

" Trustee Dale Berman said he
believed Trustee Paul Shoemak-
er should be appointed, because
he is the only board member not
running for re-election.

“I see the logic,” Shoemaker
said. “But I have no desire to be
mayor; not even for three
months. Ithink Max would do a
great job.”

Herwig is running for r e-elec-
tion to his seat.

Dale Berman, John Hansen
and Mark Guethle are mayoral
candidates.

Ruby said Tuesday that he is
endorsing Hansen as the next
village president.

prT=re

taren

Mark Ruby announced
that he and his wife will
move into a newly built
home.in unincorporated
Kane County.

“John has worked quietly to
bring economic growth to the
village and to ensure. financial
stability,” he said. “I appointed
John and (Trustee) Mike Herli-
hy to conduct the successful ne-

gotiations that brought the new

Woodman'’s store to town.” Ru-
by also likes the fact that Han-
sen has “never been obhgated to

" any political party”

Hansen, 50, is a pharinacist by
profession who manages 21
pharmacies in nine states, He
has lived in the village since
1978 and has spent more than 17
non-consecutive years in office.

Guethle, 45, works for the In-
ternational Union of Painters.
He has lived in the village for
five years and was elected to the
board in 2003. He is chairman of
the Kane County Democratic
Association,

Berman, 70, who served as vil-
lage president from 1985 to 1989
and as a trustee from 1977 to
1985, was again elected as a

trustee in 2003. He has been re-
tired since 1996 from First Alert.
He was the chairman of the
Planning Commission, was on
the Zoning Board of Appeals
and was chairman of the Police
Commission. He has been onthe
Fox Valley Park District Board
for 11 years, serving as president
for the last two years.

Five candidates will compete

- for three seats on the Village

Board: incumbents Herwig and
Herlihy and chatlengers Mark
Gaffino, Linda Mitchell and Mi- .
chael Savini. Shoemaker’s seat
is not up for re-election. .

Gaffino, 44, who is chairman
of the Board of Police and Fire -
Commissioners, served four
years on the village's Plan Com-
mission. He has lived in North,
Aurora for 43 years and owns a
landscaping business. This is
his first race for public office.

Mitchell, 59, was elected as:
village clerk for three terms and
served from 1985 t0 1997, She was
executive secretary to the vil-
lage’s first administrative as-
sistant until 2000, when she was
employed with the West Aurora
School District 129 until her re-
tirement in July. Her last posi-
tion was construction finance
manager.

Joseph Lowery is runnmg un-
opposed for village clerk to suc-
ceed Lori Murray, who is not
seeking re-election.
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Forest preserve
bond issue urged

By William Presecky
Tribune staff reporter

Kane nos.bQ voters arelike-.

1y tobe asked in April whether
to authorize a forest preserve
bond sale similar to the $70
million issue to preserve open
space they overwhelmingly
approved nearly five years

ago.
John Haoscheit ®-St.
Charles), who was unani-

mously re-elected to a second,
two-year term as president of

the Kane County Forest Pre-

Kane may seek

serve Commission, said Tues-

_day that the need to reinvigo-

rate the aggressive land acqui-
sition plan approved by voters
in April 1999 appears to be un-

. derstoed and has the contin-

ued support of taxpayers.

" .“It appears from the infor-

mation we've received, ‘quali-
ty of life’ is the No. 1issueina
lot of people’s minds,” said
Hoscheit.

Growth pressures and the
rapid escalation of land prices
in Kane County make it in-
cumbent on the district to act
decisively, to expand its hold-
ings in a strategic way as long
as the opportunity exists and
before the cost of acquiring
open space becomes prohib-

I2-15-0Y

jtive, he said.

“We have to do it in a way
that is affordable,” said Hos-
cheit, who estimated “conser-
vatively” that the cost of ac-
quiring open space in Kane
County is increasing at-a rate
of about 20 percent a year.

“The prices are bound to go

-up,” he said. “The develop-

ment pressure has increased
greatly”

“We have a number of prop-
erties that we’'ve targeted ...
and we need to be in a position
to act,” said Hoscheit. -

In order to place a binding -

teferendum question on the
April 5 ballot, the Forest Pre-
serve Commission must adopt
a resolution to that effect by

Jan. 31

Hoscheit said he plans toput
the bond issue proposal up for
discussion next month.

The next opportunity to
have a referendum after April
will be the March 2006 pri-
mary election.

Including bond proceeds
from the 1999 referendwm
question, approved by more
than 66 percent of Kane voters,
a $36 million bond sale last
year that did not require voter
approval, as well.as $4.5 mil-
lion in county, state and fedet-
al grants, the district has
raised $U1 million over the
last five years to buy open
space. All but about $4 million
of the total has been spent ac-

open-space funds

quiring m,ﬁw acres, expanding
forest preserve holdings to
more than 14,000 acres oOr

roughly double what they

were in April 19%9.

Among the other geals out-
lined by Hoscheit for his sec-
ond term is completion of a
master plan “in thenext calen-
dar year” that outlines con-
cepts for how all the preserves
should be used. .

“Tt will make it easier to pri-

oritize the dollars we set aside-

for development of our pre-
serves,” he said.

In considering an April tax
referendum proposal, Hos-
cheit said the district is sensi-
tive to the financial needs of
the county's school districts.

some possible structures, such
as a metal roof, a definable
entrance and histaric globe

lighting. Metra will give $165,000

toward the new building that
would have been used for the

then maintain ownership of the

station and the. village would

own the larger building.

warming shelter. Metra would
Metra architects and Roth
vlanned to take the board’s
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Want to make a difference on

your village, school or park 1.,1

board? Now’s the time to start

- Who dec1de5 whether to ask
voters for a tax increase, to

approve a new development,

to’'buy land for new parks or to

set new school boundaries?
Peoplelike you.

Bvery two years, a raft of
municipal, park district,
library district and tewnship
boards' have open seats

decided by an election.

On April 5, 2005, these local
elections will occur again. if
you want to be on one of the

boards, the time to act is now.

Today we are providing a list,
of all local boards with seats
open for election in April and
all the basic information you

A few boards have already
started — or even completed ‘%"‘{u

— the electon filing process.

. And some of those also have

primaries on Feb. 22, 2005,

But the large majority have
later filing times and no pri-

maries. -

In most cases, you still have
abaut a month to pick up
nominating petitions. That's
the first step to running for
office. If you meet the require-
ments of the office you seek,
you can file during a one-week

period in mid-January.

And if all goes well, you'll be
looking at your name on the

necd to know before running, - ballot April 5.
St.Charfes schoolhoard  St. Charles Public
What it does: Sets budget, Library District hoard
approves hlilding renovations What it dees: Appoints liarary

~ and improvements, purchases director, approves budget, forms -
tand {or new schools, detides policies
student discipline cases, Annual budget: $6.5 million
approves curricutum, hires staff Meetings: Sgemn d Wednesday.

. Ahnual bitdget $106 milion monthly (except Augus ‘
Meetings: 7:30 p.m. secord and & -
fourth Mondays of the Tota! on board: Six trustees * '3

“Tatal on board: Seven board
members .

Seats up tor etection in 2005:
Fous, 4-year terms

Nominating patitions: Avallable

at school district office, 201 5.

| SeventhSt-

Requirements: U.5. cilizen, at
least 18 years old, registered
voter, resident of the school
district for at least ane ysar

* immediately preceding the -
election, 50 pelition signatures
tnfo: (630} 513-3030 or
wwww.d303.0r9

St. Charles city council

Yhat It does: Sets budget,
appraves fiquor licenses,
approves mayor's committee
appointments, rensws
department leaders’ contracls,
approves land aad property
acquisition, annexes land
Annual budget $141.7 million
Meetings: First and thind
Monday of each month and
saveral monthly committee

- meetings Total on couneil: 10
alderien, mayor, clerk

. Seats up for etection in 2005
Fve akiermen {one from each
wartl), mayor, clork, treasurer,

', four-year terms

. Nominating petitions: Available

atcity hall, 2 E. Maln St.
Requirements: Restdent of city
orwand (if aiderman), vegistered
voter, rumber of sipnatures vary
) by posttion sought
Info: Susan Kernph, city
administrator’s assistant, at (630)
3774422

Seats up for election in 2005:

" Four frustees; twa §-year terms,-
one 2-year term, one 4-year term
Nominating petitions: Available
at the library, 1 8. Sixth Ave.
Reguirements: 50 signatures,
Tegistared voter, re5|dent of .
disbict .. .
tfo: (530) 584-0076 0r
wwwsteharteslibrary.ong
St. Charles park hoard
What it does: Acquires land,
approves park development and
improvement projects
Annual hudget: $14.3 million
Meetings: Second and fourth

) Tum;days of the month
Total on board: Seven tmstaes ’

Sests up for election in 2005:
Four, 4-year tesms

Nominating petitions: Avaitable
at the Baker Commumity Center,
101 5. Second SL
Requirements: Resident of the
district for at least a year; at least

_ 18 years old; 235 signatures

Info: www.st-charlesparks.arg or
{530) 584-1055

St. Chartes Towmship
What H does: Establishes
township policy, certifies
township and road district’s tax
levles, adopis budget,
appropriates funds, approves
expenses, audits bills

Anmiral budget: $2.4 millien
Meeﬂngs Second Wednesday
monthly

Total an board: Four trustees,
SUPETYiSor :

Seats up for election in 2005:

_mmmlm,

v :
A e T -

Munlcrpahtxes struggle with development o1

and tests challenge e

pring (electlons)

/. 7 /%fﬂ/[/

school resources:

£ impactof
5 Internetand.

Four trustess, supesvisor,
assessor, clerk and highway

. comnissiorer; four-yearterms .

Nomnating petitions: Available
at township office; 1725 Dean
St, St Charles

Requirements: Registered voter,
township resident, 304
sipnatures

Info: (530)584-0342.and

www.stcharlestownship.org
Batavia CHy Gouncil
WWhat it does: Sets budgst,
approves liguot ficenses, approve
mayors committes
appointments, renew department
leaders’ contracts, approve land

" and property acquisition,

annexes iand

Annual budget $74 million
Meetings: 7 p.m. the first ang
third Monday of each month and
several commitiee meetings
Mondays and Tuesdays.

Total on council: 14 aldenmen,

. mayor, derk

Seats up for election in 2005:

. Mayor, clerk, treasurer, aldermen

in h‘te 2nd 3rd, 4th, 6th and 7t
Wards, all 4-year terms; 1stWard
alderman, one 4-year and one 2-
year term; and a 5th Ward
alderman, one 4-year and ong 2-
year term

Nominating petittons: Avaltable
at the Batavia Government
Center, 100 N. Istand Ave.

Requirements: Resident of city
or ward {if alderman), registered

voler number of signatures vary
by position sought . . )
Info: Gity Clerk Hanriah ik at
{530) 406-7900, ext. 108 or
mhvolk@cityofatavia.net
Batavia park board
What it does: Sets budget,
makes policy, supervises stafl
Overall budget: $6.28 millkon
Meetings: 7:30 p.m. the thicd

* Tuesday of the manih at the Civic

Center, 327 W. Wilson St

" Totalon board: Five

commissioners

Seats up for election fn 2005:
Two seats, which carry sbe-year
terms

' Nominating petitions: Avallable .
at the park distiict administration

office at the civic center

Requirements; Live inthe
district for at least ane year prier
to the election

Info: Executive director Mike

" Clark at (630) 879-5235, ext. 15

What it does: Oversees Batavia
public schools )

Annual budget: $52.8 million
Meetings: Generally, the 7 p.m.
the second and fourth Tuesday af
every month at the Rosalie Jones
Adminisiration Center, 335 W.
Wikson St.

Total on hoard: Seven

' Seats up for election in 2005

Four seats, 4-year tams
Kominating petitions: Cdn be -
picked up between 8 a.m. and
4:30 p.m, weekdays at the
administration certer, 335W.
Wiisen St

. Requnemmts:mleastmyaals

old, a resident of the school
district for at least ene year
immediatety precadng the
election and a registered voter
Infe: Superintendent Ed Cava,

‘wh serves as the board's

secretary, (530) B79-600, ext

4004

Batavia lhrary dlshid

What it does: The board is
responsible for the districl's
finances, staft and policies

Annual budget: $2.5 millian

Meetings: 7 p.m. the third .
Tuesday of the month

Total on board: Seven trustees
Seats up for election in 2005:

- Three trustess wil be elected to

four-year terms; and a fourth
trustee ssatis open for-a two-
year term, -

- Nominating petitions: Avaiable

atthe frary, 1 105, Batavia Ave,

Requlrernenm. Residernt of the

firary district and at teast 50

slgnatures trom voters registered

in the district.

Info: Director, (530} 879-1393.
See ELECTION on PAGE 4




‘Eguon

# - * Comténneed from Poge 1
* BataviaTownship .

What it does: Manages the
affairs of the lownshig.
Annual budget: $303,185
Meetings: 7:30 p.m. the second
Tuesday of the menth in'the
aiderman’s oo behind city
councl] chambers at the Batavia
Government Center, 100 N. Istand
Hve. : |
Total on board: Four fustees,
Orthar towmship pfficials include
the supervisor, highway

. comrissioner, assessor and
elerk. The last thrae do not vole
bist have a voite on the board.
Seats up for election in 2005
Al of the frustee sgats, which
cary four-year lanms.
Nominating pelitions: Available
=t the towreship office, Batavia

Government Certer, 100N, Isand -

Ave., Batavia,
Requirements: Resident of the
_ towmship. The assessor noeds
pert‘zfmtim aswoll
- Infos Glerk Howard Katz at (530}
§789-5818.

Geneva Gity Gouncil

What 1t doess Oversees ity of
Gepeva - 3
Annuz! budget: $64.2 milion
Meetings: Mondays at 7 p.m.
Total on board: Mayor and 10
algermen. .
‘Seats up lor election in 2005:
Mayor, clerk, treasurer and five-
aldermen, all for four-year terms.
Nontinating petitions: Can b
picked up at city hall, 22 S. First
5t Gandidates for aldpnmian must
have 150 signatures. Candidates
fos clywide postiions must have
375 signatures. :
Requiraments: Aldermen have
1o live within the ward whase
et they represent Tor ona year
prior b the election, and citywide
candidates must have fived
within the chy for one year prior
to the clection. .
Deadilne: Packets can be fled
Jan. 1710 25.
Into: visit
ww.elections.stateflusand
click on *Beclion informatton” *
Geneva Wbary board

What it does: Oversees the
operation of the [irary Tor the
district, which extends beyond
the boundaries of the city
Armual tudget: $4.2 million
Meetings: Fourth Thursday of
the morth at 7 p.m., except
November and Detember
Totat on board: Seven tustees
Seats up for election in 2005:
Three, folir-year terms )
Hominating petitions: Petitions
- gan be picked up at ihe check-
out desk on the upper level of the
library at 127 James St from 9
am.to5pm. Need 50
signatures.
Requirements: Candidales must
be registered voters who ve in ©
the district
Deadfine: Putitions must be
dropped off Jan. 17 to 25 during
regular business hours
trdo: Call the library director at

- (6302320780, ex. 224 . . ..

Geneva park hoard
.mmndoes:mmseesmum

than 50 parks and park tagites.
Acquires and manage the open

spaca that makes up Geneva’s -

westermn bourddary, although its
boundasies extend beyond the

_UW-
Annual budget: $5.5 miflion

Meetings: Third Monday of every

_month at 7 p.m., except

‘December, when meetings are
second Monday at 6 p.m.

Total on board: Fve
commisskiners

Seats up for election in 20K05:
One, 6-yearicmm

Rotminating pefitions: Can be
plcked up at the park disirict
maln offices at 710 Western Ave.
Morday 1o Friday B30 am.to 5

" p.m.and Saturday 9am. to

noon. Need 59 signatures.

Retuirements: Mustboa
Geneva Park District resident

Deadline: Petitions can be
dropped oft Jan. 17 to 25,

Info: (530) 232-4542
Geneva schoo! hoard

What it does: Runs the Geneva
schoo! district, oversees its
admintstration and plans for Its
future.

Annual budget: $62.2 million
Megtings: Second and fourth
Monday of every month at 7:30
p.m... except in Decomber

Total on beard: Seven

Sgats up for election n 2005
Four, 4-year terms

Nominating petitians: Can b2
picked up Monday though Friday
from 7:30 a.m. to 4 pm, at the
district's central office, 227 N.
Fourth St Geneva
Regjuirements: Mustbea US.
citizen 18 or older, a registared
voter and a resident of the school
district for one year prior to the
election

Doadiine: Petitions must be
dropped oft between Jan. 18 and
25 with the board secratary, The
last dtay far candidatesto
withdmw is Feb. 3.

" Info: (530} 463-3000

geneva Towmship

‘What it does: (vérsees

unincomporated areas of Geneva
Towrrship, responsThle for senfor

Annual budget $773,584
Meetings: Third Thursday of
gvery month at 7 p.m.

Total on boagd: Four trustass,
supervisor, derk, assessor and
highway commissfoner

Seats up for election In 2005
u k

Hominating potitlans: Can be
plcked up at township offices,
2202 Gary Lang, Geneva. Need
between 304 and 486 signatures
depending on office.

. Requirements: Must be a

resident of Geneva Township.

Assassor must be certified by the -

state,

" Deadiing: Packets wust b

dropped off from Jan, 17 %0 25

inftu: Contact Clerk Barbara
Otson 21.{630) 232-3604 or (630)

. 2520123
Messenger library
- hoard

What It thoes: Oversight pane]
for the public fibrary saning
North Aurora

Annoa) budget: $670,000
Meetings: 7 p.m. on second

" Thurstiay of the month at the

Fbrary, 113 Oak St, Nerth,
Seats up for etection In 2005
Fowr

Total on board: Seven members

Howinating petitions:
Avaflable at the librasy, but must
b turned In at North Aurora
vitage hall, 25 . State St
Must have 50
signatures and be a tegal Korth
Aurora reskdent '
Beadfine: Fle between Jan. 18

. ang 430pm. Jan 25

Intfor Cafl (630) BI6-0240
Wayne village board

What it does: Oversees
maintenance of village stroets,
ulifities and development

7:50 p.m. i fast and
third Tussdays of each month at

vilage hal

Tatal on boart: St tustess
elected al-large

Seats up for election In 2005:
Three 4-year trustee positions

Nominating petitions: Avallable

at vilage hafl, 5N430 Railroad SL
Requirernents: Live inWayne
and a registered voter. Petitions
must be signed by 2010 30
registared voters.

DeadTine: 2 p.m. Jan. 25

village hall

{rrfo: (B30) 584-3030

Lily Lako village board -

What it does: Plans budget,
rvales final decisions on
developmens and deals with
aiher village-felated issues.
Annual hdget: $301,441
Mestings: Usually third Monday '
of every month

Total o board: Six tustees,
plus villzge president

Seats up for eloction in 2005
Three trusteos, 4-year terms
Nominating petitions: Pick up
at village office, 43WB70 Empire

Road, from B to 11 am. Monday-

Thursday :
Requirementss Minimum of six
signatures

Info: Gal [830) 365-0677
West Aorora school
district 129 board

What it does: Oversight and
poficy-making pane! of public
school district covering parts of

western Aurora, Noth Aurosaand. -

mﬂgatnel'v._
Annal budget: 389
mifMonMeetings: Third Monday
of month )
Tatal on board: Seven members

Seats up for etection in 2005
Three, 4-yoar tems.

. Nomlnating petitions: Avatiable

a1 administrative office, BO 5.

 RiverSt, Aurora

Requirements: Residantof
schoni ciistrict for a year prior to
election, U.S. citizen, at least 18
years ol

Deaditne: 5 p.m. Jan 25tnfo: call

(539) 301-5033-
Blackberry Township

Wt ft does: The board
oversess brush piclam and

. Serior and low-ncome

assistance programs. The

Annual budget Operating
budget, exthaling the highway

- udget, s $350,000
Meetings: AL 7 p.m. the sacond
Tuesday of every month

" Total on board: Four nstees
andone superdser
Seats up for election in 2005
Four trustees, supervisar,
assessor, road comnmissioner. Al
pests are 4-year tms.
Nominating petitions: Avaitabis
atthe tuwnship office, 43W300

Maln Strest Road in Eibum, or the -

county clask's office at 719 5.
Batavla Ave, in Geneva
Requirements: Must be 2
resident of the lownstip and a
registered voler, To allow fora -
margin of safely in case some
signatures don'l qualtfy, officials

* peammend petitions ba slgned

by at least 50 registered voters,
Deadline: File by 5 p.m. Jan. 25
tnfo; (630) 365-9109
Campton Township

Wit It cloas: Oversees
maintenance of rurel roads,
beush plckup and senfor and low-
_Income assistanco programs

Annual budget: Dperating
budge b5 typically betwean
$400,000 and $430,000
Meetings: At 7:30 p.m. the
second Tucsday of each moniht
Yotal on board: Fous tistees anc
ong suparvisiv.

Seats up for clection it 2005:
Four trustees, supervisor, clerk, |
highway commissioner and
assesson All termns ane Tour years
am tnustoes are elected at large.
Nominating getitions: Avaltabli
at the township office, 4N498
Tn_wn Hall Road in St Charles
Requirements: Must be a
resldent of the fnwnship and a .
registered voter, Petitions must
be signed by 200 1o 315 of the
reglstered voters of the townshi
depending on the office.
Deadline; Fie by 5 pJm. Jan, 25
nfo: (630) 377-5705
Waihonsee Cormumity
What It does: Oversaes college
bu_skges.apprwesblm
buiklirg plans, sets policy
Annual bixiget: $38 milion
Magtings; Third Wednesday of
the momih, 5:30 p.m.

Total on board: Seven

Seats up for election n 2005:
Theee Gyear 1erms
Nomnating patitions: Cafl (53
466-7900 ext. 2800

Fitlmg peddotk Jan. 17 10 25
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fore McConnaughay. was, to
. be sworn in, she and repre-
sentatives from the state’s at-
torney’s office found the new
faw while checking on the

o . law pushed the induction of

. Monday of the month from
i | thefirst to allow more time to
i Count provisional ballots. So

he'was done, McCoy said he

. learned from reporters- that
. he still had more work.

. “I wish I'had been in the

- loop, but that’s no problem,”

- he;said Dec. 3. “It's no impo-

siion on me. I'm happy to

serve for two more weeks.” .

., Bill Wyatt, R-Aurora, said

i AMcCoy: McC onnaugha

On Dec. 3, three days be- -

procedure for the oath. The -
board chairmen to the third

 three days before he thought

the reaction was typical of
McCoy. S
:“He  wanted to do .it

night,” Wyatt said. “If they

told him he had t6 stay, he

stayed.” e
McCoy appointed Wyatt

to the seat he vacated when

- he was elected ¢hairman;

“While some will miss
him, I won't miss him. I'm
stll going to see him;" said
Wyatt, a longtime friend of
McCoy. o

- Wyattalso could leave the

. board soon. He ig-an Aurora
" mayoral candidate, .

McCoy's reign as chair:

. man marked a period of un-.
- . precedented growth. In 1996,
when McCoy was. elected -
. chairman, the county had a -
~$2 million deficit. The county
currently- has ‘a surplus of

more . than mn.o million. ..
,During -that _tirhe, Kane

County in- .
i stituted the.
e nationally
recognized
farmland
} - protection

stormwa-.
ter " man-
dgement
ordinance,
: : a five-year
groundwater ‘study. and a
rustic roads program. .
There also was contro-

, Versy. LT T
" During the 2000 primary,.
" Meg ‘Gorecld,

then a candi-
date for state’s attorney, left a -

message on a friend’s an-.

swering machine imiplying

‘that the friend could obtaina -

program, a -

y will Umm<<0_5 E 30:@&% |

countyjob by contributing to

MecCoy's camnpaign fund.
© AprobebytheFBland a
spetial prosecutor cleared

McCoy of all wrongdoing, -

Gorecki was elected state’s

- attorney, but lost her law lj-

cense for four months.

McCoy also broke party’

lines, appointing Democrats
Paul Greviskes and Gerald
Jones as committee chair-

_men, - . .
. “He didn't really care

abont ‘Republican,’ ‘Derno-

- crat,” Wyatt said: “He wag -
" very much: focused on serv--

ing people.”” o

. McCoy sdid he .Em.Em.S .
work Jan, 1 in Big:

start his
Rock, - -

. “They're real maumo:.mwﬂ...
- e to start;” he said. “They’ll -

_have towait.” .
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Ex-alderman faces

4

T D, u:. -
ew cﬁarges

Indictment says Aurora official accepted $6,000 bribe

By Matt O’Connor
Tribune staff reporter

New charges against a for-
mer Aurcra alderman say he
pocketed bribes from a real es-
tate developer while still in of-
fice in refurn for supporting
three of the developer’s pro-

_ jects,

The new indictment, made
public Wednesday, charged
that former Ald. John Meisch
accepted about $6,600 in cash
payoffs from developer Gerald
Anderson, a co-defendant, be-
tweizn 2001 and 2003.

At the time, Meisch was
chairman of the City Council’s
Planning and Development
Committee. He stepped down
as an atlarge alderman in
April 2003.

Meisch first was charged in
October with offering topassa
$10,000bribe from Anderson to
Robert Rieser, the city’s direc-
tor of public works, to obtain
Rieser’s backing of a dormant
development project.

The new indictment says
Meisch also improperly used
his public office to promote
and win: council approval for

two other Anderson develop-
ments—Grand Pointe Trails
and Misty Creek. - -

" The charges say for the first

time that Meisch illegally
profited from the scheme, col-
lecting $6,000 from Anderson
at a restaurant in Montgom-
ery, Ill., over a two-year period.
Anderson, 70, lives in Mont-
gomery. . .
Attorney Fred Morelli, who
said he’s representing Meisch,
70, of Davis, Ill., defended his
client as a good public servant

PLEASE SEE ALDERMAN, PAGE 9

ALDERMAN:
He pleaded

‘not guilty on

the Ist charge

for two decades‘.

“He did a lot of good things,”
Morelli said. “Nobody’s per-
fect” S AR
Michael Nash, Anderson’s

: lawyer, denied any wrongdoing

on his client's part.

R ————.

Both are scheduled to be ar- |

raigned Friday on the new
charges in U.S. District Court in
Chicago. They have each previ-
ously pleaded not guilty.

Authorities hadn’t previous-
ly disclosed Rieser’s identity,
but Nash had let the name slip
during a court appearance for
Anderson in October. .

After Meisch relayed the
$10,000 bribe offer, Rieser imme-
diately reported it and agreed to
wear a hidden recorder as he
met with Meiseh and Anderson

- in a Geneva restaurant Feb. 17,

Rieser was able toconfirm the
$10,000 offer, but no money ever
expélanged_ hands, authorities
said. s

*
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Sugar ou
. Hereals
Grove -

expects

with development, hope
Jor central doumioum

By LESLIE HAGUE
Daily Herald Staff Whiter

Sugar Grove is planning big.
In the draft of its new land use

plan, about 70 percent of the |}

T

land included is outside of the |-

_village's boundaries, estimated

Scott Buening, the village's com-

munity developroent director.
The long-term plan is not

@ vinks

binding and
does not

-chan;

15e .
zoning, but is

dallyerald.com/ez
Bookmark ourwep  25€4 din plan-
hyperinks  1UNE decisions.
ﬁﬂfﬂ T:w village's
Informats plan commis-
aion sion started
Sugar firove discussing the
comprehenshve  oyutline  on
plan drafi Wednesday
night, but did
notvote on it

Just because so much land is
included in the plan — it
extends almost a mile north of

the Interstate 88/Route 47 inter- {-

change and as far as
Dauberman Road to the west—
doesn't mean the village will
lock to expand there, Buening
said.

“You can't predict where |

development is going to go,” he
said. "Se we have to think about
itand plan.”

A commitiee of comnmunity
members, village officials and
others have been working on
the plan for about two years. It
includes land use suggesdons,
transportation plans and a vil-
lage vision statement.

When working with comumu-
nity members, several points
that were stressed included
making sure infrastructure was
adequate for growth, adding a
pedestrian-friendly village
center or downtown area and
maintaining the rural character
of the area, said John Houseal, a
consultant who worked with the
committee.

The “Town Center” concept

See SUBAR GROVE on PAGE 14

.
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Sugar Grove: Master plan gives development direction

and then it will' _through the village's Web site.
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‘LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Kane chairman thanks voters

Thank you so much for the

confidence and support you have -
‘shown me throughout my
campaign for Kane County Board
chairman. Qur victory on Nov. 2
could not have been possible
without the hard work and team
effort of these past 18 months.

Pm humbled by the trust you
have placed in me, not only with
your vote, but with your continuous
support of my candidacy. Your

‘willingness to walk precincts, put
up vard signs, send friend-to-friend
cards, make a financial contribution
or host an event in your home was
truly inspirational.

I look forward to taking on the
challenges and opportunities that
face Kane County in the next four

- years, During my tenure on the
County Board, I have learned that
the privilege of public service is
best practiced by listening to the
community, providing a plan and
building consensus that not only
promotes, but executes the
possibilities for the future of our
citizens and county, as we continue
to be the best place to live and raise
a family in the state of 1]1111015
Karen McConnaughay

KHane Countly Board Chairman-Elect

St Charles

Only endorsement that counts

T have been actively campaigning
for several months now. I have
tried my absolute best to meet the
voter on his turf — in the
nelghborhoods, at churches and in
schools. As ] have traveled this
diverse city, ] have been asked very
specific questions about what I
would do as mayor of Aurorato
fight crime, lower taxes and
improve neighborhoods. I have
heen asked to explain my goals for
downtown development, for
aftracting jobs to Aurora and for
promoting Aurora as the
powerhouse it is.

I have tried my best to offer
detailed plans to address these
concerns. [ have not given the easy
answer or the politically expedient
answer. I have not offered broad,
general philosophies dressed up as
real solutions to real problems.

In all this time, I have never
been asked, “Who is endorsing
you?”" I can only surmise that voters
have more serious issues on their
minds.

‘While dealing directly with the
average Auroran, I have learned
the ritizens are nnaeatiesfied with the

I12-16-04 Beticon 12w

voice in its future. They don't want
political window dressing or
candidates carrying a lot of political
baggage; they want hard-working,.
independent elected officials who
will always hold the needs of the
average citizen in the highest
regard.

I am more focused on meeting
the needs of the citizenry, than
those of a few specified interests.
The only endorsement I will work
diligently to get is that of the
voters. For questions about this
letter, call (630) 906-7996.

Bifl Wyatt

Aurora mayoral candidate
Aurora

Showing support for troops

Recently, the Girl Scout troops of
Big Rock held a Support Our
Troops drive in our school. My car
is not large, by any means, but I
was able to deliver two big loads of
donations to the Sugar Grove
American Legion.

1 want to personally thank every
one, young and old in the school
and in the Big Rock communities,
who took the time to consider our
men and women overseas and
donate much-needed items.
Whether your donation was big or
small, your compassion and caring
for someone you will probably
never know or meet during this
time of war is what true patriotism
1s all about.

1 ask that you ali continue to
keep these men and women in
your thoughts and prayers when
you sit around your holiday meals
with your beloved families, some of
which will have empty chairs.
Remember that the price of
freedom isn't free. The sacrifices
that are being made are for all of us
here on American soil.

As long as this war continues,
our soldiers will continue to need
various items and there will

continue to be drives and collection

boxes through various
organizations. Please consider on
your weekly shopping trips,
purchasing an extra item or two
that can be sent to those who are
overseas fighting for us,

Rose Marie Diedesch

Big Rock-Brownie Troop 817

Big Rock

Local support saved lives

We would like to thank The
Courier News, Elgin — most
especm]]y Karen Truemper

For Women vxfgth a special
advertising sectmn during Breast
Cancer Awarehess month. We'd -

" also like to thank The Beacon

News as well as all the advertisers
who participated. Your collective
generosity ha$ been nothing short

‘When we s d the Two
Women program, to provide free
mammogramJ for uninsured and
underinsured Wwomen, we did so
with a few dollars and a giarit leap
of faith. We thpught if we could just
get the program up and running,
the community would support us.

As it turned|out, our optimism
was well placed. Thanks to people
like Karen, publications like the
Courler News) Beacon News and -
countless advertisers who care, we
have been ablé to send more than
750 needy women for
mammograms and various follow-
up tests. Perhaps best of all, we
have found numerous breast -
cancers when they were still
curable.

There are no words of thanks
grand enough to express what that
means to us or to the women
whose lives were saved. We just
hope everyone who has supported
our program takes personal pride

" of overwhe

. in the results. Without a doubt,

there are Kane County women
walking around today who owe
their lives to your compassion.
Kay Catlin, President

Sharon Lough, Vice President
Two Women, For Women

St. Charles




1 ——

L «Touumu
mcmmovnauﬁumuﬁ:oumﬁomg...vﬁm

Supuang ,'PUd 31} Feau gumal aam

199 amng ‘ssa0cad BuojE UG 811,
“preoq afefa
atp 03.ue(d 1 puALII0IaT 03 JoU 10
131RIYM U0 310A UBLJ PUE ABPSIUPIM
apew suopsaiEns aip o1 mdug feuon
-Tppe 2A13 0) paydadxa ] UOISSTIIc)
weyd ayy, ‘61 ‘e[ uo Bupasw semdal
pou nsp run uado weld ansuayjaid
“utoo ey uo Supieay onqnd awq daay 01
PRI0A S1AQUIIUT UOISSTUIKICT ueld
.  Humppw avp ut sread
QM1 U930 SBT] U2ty ‘Lerd 20} ] pIpi

"t alam ospe- Aemyred aymelg . pasod

-01d a1 Burpnour ‘SPROT IS0 [E12A3S
eare 3l YBNAIYE 15am-]583 pUE YINOS

ApIou (oq SUINUTI SEIILTE [PUOR

_-1ppe 10] Tea suerd uopenedsuelL,

Burpueds doay sarepunoq
mey 4a8re Juaowt e 1 51 Bunpawos
yauue am oswm AIad ‘sapepunoq
mo Yyim, pres Summang ,°G pros
sasn pure] A[qissod au) e JeUM 1€ 500
03 2By am o5 'uaddey 01 Jutod syraw
-dofasap 21aym jorpard IR 3N, .

. afemqaoup a1 s3pafeq Apusl
-mp juaonsed g Ao ‘eare Sunnreyd
atp jo wed se porpras Pl i 30
£y 5110003101d TRIUATUCIAUS 3tf
I3YM JSIMUINOS PUE JS3MII0N 210 0}
seaTe aifj 10} paAms 1534 are sae)sd
’ "¢ aInoy JO [IROS ‘LF 2IN0Y
30 FpI5 15am a1 Suofe $B [[am B ‘95
21N0Y JO [HI0U PUE PIRAANOg BUSED

e ——p—————

s

ueyd anssualIduI0d e YO

10 yInos BaATe A Ul ssauisng e
-0 137u3 umoy Ind werd syl
- quawdoppaap [eHUIPISA]

Aqurey-a{@uis 10J pajns 159G 28 PaAie.

Sununreqd a1p 30 suonrod tIAsEANOS
pUE UIRSESIQION A SfYM ‘TEHA
—epursyred sseusnq paiEUBisap uadq FBY
QodiTy [EAiSTEN] B0 SU) PURCIE

;% 2)hOY JOISIM PLIE 341 JO UDNA

", JSUO]SIaA M3] JSTT] 1)} UBTR 321139
s00{ 3, "PrEs Sumreng NA3§ 1010351
jawdopaag  Ammunuo) 2
_ydasoe sy mq 4uaatad 00T 10U SIL,

‘afepaemyprord

-de szadojasap seIMSUCD 0 STERTHO 20}
sureyd aseds uaaid pue uoneodsuen
sapnpaut osfe 1j-a8eypa 3w 10] simoAe]
2qe40d105 PUE Ea1aLITH0D TeRuspisal

1201

o} }s11j )35 I8

10y senmgissod jo uonoelaxd mak-61
0] -6 © s1 ueid aa[suayaiduod YL
) . “prES FUIELRC
‘pamope  sjeym 10 a1 Ul gmol
S1EYM IN0QE PaLLIBdUc) 1S UL,

_ T CNTRSCrIpR
--ap Apurey 121 p[noys Apadoid progaur
-[I0) POOYIOqYSEU SB ‘Speol wedng

. . . "G00T ‘61 uer
“fepsaupap w'd / o} PRNPIYIS S|

- uRFaLlr UCISSILILIOD UB|d 1X3U BU)
Wiy poOZHRIQUEIAWOD

) 118 Ue|d ansuayaidwog
Y} O Hep 1SIMBU U MIIA «

‘uopenLioju; 104

/5N |ranciB-1e3ns MM/ dny-

ued 3ro4

fo \QQ\\

puB ¥0S JO IPWI0) Isamipiou 2y
U0 “wLIE) SIANLYIOH qregd pUue wyred ssau
-1snq & Apadord sg[auelad jo ylau
puel 9 pareudsap seq wed sy,

. ‘Aepsaupam uLEY angnd & 3ur
-INP UOISSTUILLID ued atp 0 paruasaad

sem quaudorpaap pue ymod eotsiyd |

amny 10§ SUORMEPUIUILIOIA SAEUW
yorgm wrerd aarsuatpidwod ayr,
C sread Sutmos -
Uy proY 19[8TM U0 STI0Y ST O Wau
nd v ued aslsuayaduiod pasodoxd
spfeqa awp sSurpinq jo spupy Jeum
pauonsanb AEpSAIPaM U0 ajqurelad
pregony — ZAQHD" HVOMS

aporuery) Auned auey

oaﬁuﬁaﬁ

y lesng

£

- 2y



“pres JOX[EA "LOND[3-AI 10] UM

01 suounad dn payoid 2y OS[E SIUIATE

3Anp 130 AL TGGIM P pue A2
aufe( ~ur] uoy SRR pIE0q MO[
. Py aALa[) eA 44 PiaY SIE9S 3 Supuput

Qunds jxeu wondep 1oy dn are preog

[OOPG 10T PWSI AR U0 HESS MO

- Ammames 5,240 M anryof -

PrES JUIEAMOUUE ST € zoud vonoad
-a1 ¥pas 0) samyeuis PANd o 2feped

vognad e dn papid pey sawepd uEA

' L. T ..-H.—mw.m?.
Un -prosm Y Ieyjeim 1340 - Supadun
suonsenb- INOYRLM 201 preog 100\p5 A
191U [0y SayEpIpUE [epuajed femeoua

Aeur uOISDIP ST PrEs O9[E JALID) LA

- oued I\ 10] UORISTET} JROOLIS -
& 207 93euI [ WEIR)-SNY 33{diaed oy us
0P 5,5AV3[) WEA PrES ‘2ousju0y ssad
s\ papusne oM “BISMOAEIN Wyo[ 13- -

A PO [00PS TO1 I0MISIY IWOF
B . EILD )
wep, pres, uonoafaure Suioejar £oup At 128
£=1 e UO0S 5B 25NEIB] UOIN0S pnodde
o1 aeudardde sem 31 YURR JUPTP 1,
" o ~o .+ uogsed
Jromip € w sapmodde mau ap ind pros
owreuzes eyl ‘aav) P Mepusiundng
03 Burpadnoe ‘sAep g XSU 3y UnpLm erfapy
wa[y uapuspuadng [euoiBey Awmod)

auey Aq pannodde equian PIeOq MU B

mou 10§ " 350d [00U;

Suraey 298y 10 SABp OF LIRLM WR] 39¢
alp wory uBisa O} ARm 3ATID) WRA I
: Suorssed Suons

e auresaq 3] ‘Pmep o8 € 30 ped aq
€1 030 2UTeD | SUOHIS0d 3SOUR JO UG SEM I

aaeap) :mr.ﬂimﬁ

1da
© oy aamy pmosm [aued ap ‘preog [0APS

. asod pog UL 0 AWRq 100

31 Aquutoy (Aeat vy, pres 3y, 1eak pau
10 [udy W 304 A £q WIS ST B
-aoeda Awr [mun uo{IEUen 3 8ISSe O

J9pI0 W1 1039y Aut up Bururewar 3wy Hoys

N 10§ PIEOg [00YRS AN .JO FIQUISLI € 8 3T

* ATQUOD 0} BIARIRY U1 SJUSTIRSU@ Aurjo 3o
. ~IBYUL 1534 AU 1T ST Y 2ARNEG 0P 1.,
. " suon -

2wy

© ploae & ansop Sy pue ‘ooz W Pued
2 0 WITY P3Pa]a-aT oYM SIN0A AR o
uoyedrqo STy moX) PAUTISS pIeg [00pS
aup uo uopsod BT UREIdT 0] UNERIP 5,799

z maw preog AMOT 0L PLOSIE Mau 3L,

‘apewnn sy

B spwap o 10iwasord doj Ajumod a\p 10y

R . qyenndosdde azow sem 31 Buifes ‘wonndd

e anssT o paUTPap WeSipejy esT] [HIAED

< 510y SIOUR] ‘IRE dey snuesteg
_oyur 19) 1senbol. ST CprEs i 0O
151 SYs alojaq INSST U SSAIPpPE J0U PIp
. uoyeRSTIIpE §,53a100 Sap Kawrony
. s,a)e}g TOULIGY JNq ‘UOHSIND B 3AJ0SAT O} -
. uogoape P Teyye ASUIORE S, 2185 A WOg-

vorudo we pajsenbal PEY 4RI UBA

pawadxaum jou sem

uoﬁmw STy ‘proy ARUBLITL | SO OMm)

- o jo Limgnedioo ap Bunpredar Lpwiope

] 5 2835 o1 Aq ponsst UONNAC Hup (L aaide

ST 1 B[MM,, DTS BABID WA LSPIRO]
[10q U0 WIBAISS ongnd e se wEWaI

03 ansap A JO JaDes OU Ipew [ ‘preog
Lymosy 105 udmedure> ap Snq,
- -pusSiep Snoq 1aquisw preog Aunod
Ol PIOSY] W0 PIsMs 0f ulredures
saaee[D Uep Surmp panduy jEp UOR
—santh 2\ apFes 03 BPIO T ' 93(] PO Bur
wmsse 1ok wonndo ayy dn marp puesTeg
wjof Aswrony 53198 fnmoy aued]
wol "spreoq Aunod
iIe |00UIS AU [FOG U0 5235 Ploy ARuaimmd
-u09 j0u pinoo 2 Sukels VPO S  ASony
5 apesg Aumony auey 3 4q vonndo e8] &
JO 25vajar AUR SAa[]0] SR V0T 23S
101 PROAL PUE UOWIP 0T ‘5 [dV- 2
[uun juapisard preog 00yg 101 PRSI
s uoRsod STy uTeyal PO 3 PIES 3ATAD
ey “g1 .99 U ssaad e Bumg -
o i cpreog fumo)
awi ‘aup uo wopisod mau SNy LM PI-

*- 2i00 femeyod € apidsep. 70T PHESI] 005

Jfqnd waweq Jo Suaplsar R o Anp
“ STy TyTNY o4 ‘sureld aaesp) Uep SeWIOqL, -

JaIM JEIS
snpep g Ag

s201ffo 081 ploY
LUpd daquidul pInog
| b:.:qU, upsivg

s dooy] 07 AL UBA

SMIU[E20T"

ETTITIEL 0= 79



IEISCH

wm page A1

\ssistant U.S. Attorney
andon Fox would not say
ether Meisch was working
rard a plea deal, and Morelli
d it's “way too early” to talk
ntt such a deal.

3oth Meisch and Anderson, 70,
aded innocent to the bribery
wrges announced in October.
2y are scheduled to be back in
wt Friday, when they will be
igned on the new charges,
\nderson’s attorney, Michael
sh, said his client will be
ading innocent again. Morelli
1 Meisch wili also be pleading
ocent.

We dispute any allegations of
1d,” Nash said. “We did nothing
mng."

fised indictment

n the previous indictment,
isch and Anderson were
used of offering Rieser cash for
help in resolving a storm water
le for a proposed development
r New York Street and Eola
. Rieser instead went to the
7or and agreed to cooperate in
7Bl investigation that included
orded meetings and phone
versations,

he revised indictment includes
e new counts of wire fraud and
est services fraud against both
1, as well as the previous count
ffering payment to a public
:ial. It also accuses Meisch of
<ing false statements to the

rosecutors are including the
es made or offered in all three
‘elopments as part of an
oing “scheme and artifice to
aud the city of Aurora and the
ple of the city of Aurora of
ney, property, and the
wngible right to the honest

services of city of Aurora
employees and elected officials,”
the indictment says.

“The payments deprived the
city of Aurora the honest services
of_gfleisch and Bob Rieser,” Fox
said,

Land deals

The investigation started in
January 2004 when Meisch
allegedly approached Rieser with
an offer of $10,000 if he could help
Anderson with the Eola Road land
project. Meisch, who left office’in
April 2003, said Anderson had
been “very good to me in the past”
and could do the same for Rieser,
according to federal documents,

The proposed commercial
project Anderson was pursuing
eventually died, and the land was
sold to another developer,

Misty Creek and Grand Pointe
Trails, however, both received
City Council approval. Grand
Pointe Homes of West Dundee
has already built out Misty Creek
and is currently building out
Grand Pointe Trails. Both mix
single-family homes ~ and
townhouses,

While the indictment does not
go into specifics of how Meisch
influenced the projects as
chairman of the Planning and
Development Committee, it does
say Meisch “used his official
position to promote and support
the annexation and development”
of both subdivisions.

Misty Creek, a 355-acre
development, was approved in'the
late 1990s. The 60-acre Grand
Pointe subdivision, which will
include 50 single-family homes
and 165 townhomes, was given
final approval in February 2003.

The indictment alleges the

rofit on the projects exceeded

400,000.-If convicted, both
Meisch and Anderson could be
liable for paying back all proceeds
from the land deals. -
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Safety steps on Randall Road

One year ago, high school senior Samantha
Joos was killed when her car went out of
control in the Scurve on Randall Road. This
accident was a tragedy for her friends and
family to lose such a vibrant, young ladyin
the prime of her life. This stretch of 2.7-miles
from Red Haw to Silver Glen has been the
site of four fatal accidents, with cars and
trucks regularly exceeding speed limits by
15-20 miles per hour.

During the last 12 months, actions by our
County Board should lay to rest any COLRCEnS
that many of us may have had in the body’s
ahility to act on our behalf. o

Beginning this year in January, resolutions

were passed by the District 303 Board of
Education, the St. Charles City Council and
the Board of Trustees of Campton Township
seeking increased safety on Randall Road.
Speed Jimits on Randall Road have been
reduced, a barrier igland has been erected in
the S<curve, traffic lights have been installed
at Crane Road and Bulcom Road and the
sheriff's office is enforcing more stringently
posted speed limits.

Four individuals should be recognized for

their support and vigilance in seeing this

project to completion: Paul Ragowski, director

of the Kane County Departmeant of
Transportation: Steve Painski, head of the
engineering department; Karen
McConnaughay, whose District 14
encompasses this section of Randall Road;

and Bill Wyatt, a County Board member from

Aurora and chairman of the Transportation
Committee. From day one, back in January,
Bill made safety on Randall Road one of his
top priorities. His attendance and discussion
of the Randall Road safety issue at two
District 303 school board meetings speak
volumes of his sincere desire to make safety
happen. ‘
Stephen D, Cole

St Charles
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NOI'th Aurora gives OK =~ =
to development along river

By Brian Shields
SPECIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

NORTH AURORA —
txir_o revisions and lots ofAhf:flegT
gling on what the project
would finally look like, Wynd-
ham Deerpoint and R.A. Fan-

- ganel will now get to imple-

ment their plans for th
Sp%ry‘;;roperty. e former
e Village Board a
. - p ro
ghbuildmg .plan and gon‘i’r?(gi '
¢ ange from industrial to resi-
1entxal for the development
along the Fox River adjacen£
}o Village Hall. The plan calls
or 44 townhomes starting at -
ab%ut $300,000. . :
rustees voted 5-1 to ap-
’?‘l;?gieth% pllan this week W?g‘l
N 1 e :
A, ale Berman oppos-
Berman has praised the de-

velopers recently for tryi 5%
work with the village t?él?e%éﬂ;
, 9P what has always.been a dif: -
&gﬁ}llt piece of property to worl
ith, but was steadfastly’
against the plan because he”
believed it was better suited”
fmi npet:?1 Spallce instead.
In e last we 5
minor revisions ne:'é{éd ignl;‘?-
made to the plan, but the main
segments were accepted erj--
thusiastically by the Village"
Bo.ard when Wyndham Deegr- |
point co-owner Richard Guer- -
all;d came back with ‘major
changes from a previous plan
th%ﬁr was deemed unsuitable,
-, yndham - Deerpoint and
A. Faganel hope to start con-
struction on the townhomes.
sometime in the spring. Envic

_ronmental cleanup on the site"”

is ongoing.
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| Etbumn expects

|| information on

| pool by summer
—— QI

Village approves,; _ . ;
- contract for. 6/7@7/(/3

A

re
es

3
3

| i ;feq;sibility study

|- ByxELLEYCASINO

Kane County Chronicle

put the village in a much moreinformed posi-
tion when it comes to community poals.

- By mid-summer, Elburn residents should
have agood ideawhat a family aquatic center

_ cost and what it would bring to the village. -

| ¢ officials. this week appro'v.éc-:l a

“| “$2,000 ~ contract with Schambergers: '
. Flatteville, Wis.-based company for a feastbil- ;

* ity study. Gompany representatives will deter- :

| mine possible.construction and- operating .

 costs, sites, size options and more.

1. Sd:amhe‘ggsaidhehadnoméamaﬁha]i -
decision on .

feasibility study from the '

. the village board definitely would go ahead
withit. R .

a three-phase, 50-step process,” Willey gaid. T

pool next summer, but its very much worth |
taking a lock at for the future.”

The Eastest Burbach Aquatics has finished
a similar study is two months, but.
Schamberger sai sixmonths is a typical aver- ;

age. : ',

" "We start from sciatch,” he said. “We:
would staft on it ight away, as quick as their,
committees can get togethel, we'll take off

| fromthere” -

The desire for a compmuriity pool hasbeen ;
aresouinding request from residents for years, .
village board members said. B

#Ne're not Gying to promote a pool,”;
Willey said. “We're trying to determine ifa

: pool is feasible.”
. The study will examine the village as it is.

An important part of the projectis determin-;
ing the pool’s size based on population pro-;
jections, Schamberger said. :

Wiley said he particularly will be interested in
when thie stucty comes back in May or June.

" He said v%;ige officials had thought of.
possible locations arid were interested to seeif .

" | theywerethé same as those that Burbachrep-
_ resentatives would present. .
“I'm also interested in the project costto

kind of get my arms afound hiow big a project’

could be amywhere between a $2 million or $5°
million prqject. o

. FLBURN - Six months and $2,000 will

in Elburn might look like, how much itwould - -

‘ “They will have a smorgasbord of infor- .
. mation,” said Roger Schamberger, director of
R marketing for Burbach:Aquatics Inc.

board, but Village President Jim Willey said . .

© *This feasibility study is step one of about
wanted to make it clear there wouldn'tbe 2.

fiow and how it is expected to lookin 25 years.. '

Location and cost, however, are two issues

we're look at here,” Willey said, ad\ gihatit
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‘Projects
* ‘ V ¥ g !
B Two of many: Aldermen
vaguely remember subdivisions
In question in Meisch case
:ByDavePam IZ2-11-0Y
' STAFFWAITER B&L?Oﬁ nNeLLs
-, AURORA— On the surface, nothing seemed
unusuat about the two developrents approved
by the City Council that are now part of a feder-
al hribery investigation involving former Alder-
an Jim Meisch. , .

. Mixed single-family and townhome subdivi-
slons popped up at such a rapid pace in the area
near Routes 30 and-34 that they all seemed to
E e 0lend together. When the

% | Misty Creek and Grand
K Pointe Trails developments
came through the City
Council process, they didn't
stand out enough to be
memorable to other alder-
men. )
Alderman Chris
| Beykirch, whose 8th Ward
g included both develop-
ments when they were ap-
proved, said he doesn't re-
.. committee for 13 member cither project
being even somewhat con-

out of 20 years. A -
- troversial, let alone con-
tg:utslggs enough to require bribes to get them

passed. .

. Misty Creek was approved in the late 1990,
« 4nd Grand Pointe Trails was given final ap-

proval in February 2003. . :

“T don't remember anything,” he said. “Tre- |’
call it not being all that eventfir), really. I don't
recall anything about Misty Creek being con-
tentious at all. It was kind of one of those cut- -

" and-dry ones”
. Beykirch said he doesn’t even remember
Grand Pointe Trails, because so many similar
developments were approved around the same
time. - -
Routine projects . C
- 'When aldermen heard in October that their
former colleague Meisch allegedly.offered
Aurora’s public works director $10,000 to
tesolve a water detenition issue for a dormant,
] land praject on Eola Road, they were surprised.
-, But the new allegations revealed this week in 2
revised indictment are even more perplexing -
becatise the subdivisions are similar to so many
others already in the area. -

- [ }#‘4

Jim Melsch was
chalrman of a key

(

- Nb one seems to be able to figure out what

Mecisch did to cam the $6,000 in bribes he is

- alleged to have taken in exchange for help with

Misty Creek and Grand Pointe Trails — or
even why payoffs would have been necessary.

- “Meisch and Montgomery real estate

- developer Gerald Anderson are both accused in

the bribery scandal and have pleaded innocent

% Turn to MEISCH, A2 -

MEISCH
" From page A1

to the charges:

Alderman Mike Saville, who sat an
the council Planning and
Development Committee at the time
-and now chairs the committee, said
there was nothing unusual about
either development. Any issue related
to either of them would have come up
at committee, he said.

"We've had much more

. controversial issues that have come

before the council,” said Saville, 6th -

‘Ward. “These ones were just routine.”
Isfluence as chairman «

Meisch's influence as chairman of
the Planning and Development
Committee for 13 of his 20 years in
office would have been when
it came-to things like density and
number of lots. Many of those,
negotiations happen behind the
SCENES. . .

Rick Zirk, vice president of land
resources for Grand Pointe Homes,
said his company-bought the land for
Misty Creek and Grand Pointe ‘Trails
from Anderson on a per lot basts after
plans had already heen approved.
Meisch seemed to be the point
person on the City Council, so his
involvement was never questioned,

- Zirk said. :

“We were buying approved lots
from someone,” Zirk said. “What they
do & get their approved lots is their
gig" : .

Behind the scenes, there was more
going on than aldermen could see, at
Jeast when it came to Grand Pointe
Trails. By the time plans came hefore
City Coundil, nothing seemed out of

lage

City development files, however,
show that the approval process for
Grand Pointe Trails was unusual and
‘cumbersome. From start to finish, it
took almost three years and was
plagued by problems and long
periods where nothing seemed to
happen.

" Most developments take about six
months to go through the entire
approval precess. .

The annexation agreement for
Grand Pointe Trails went before the
city’s Planning Commission in May
2000, when it was unanimously
rejected, At the time, the plan called
for 85 single-family homes and 89
townhouses. i

The city’s development staff also
recommended denial becaunse the
proposal did not meet criteria
established for the south end of town,
which included single family hotnes
on larger lots, plus open space. One of
the concerns was introducing 2
significant number of townhomes to
the area.

Instead of maving forward to the
Planning and Development .
Committee right away, as it normally
would have, the plan was puton a
pending agenda until Meisch.
requested it be moved forward in
December 2000, .

By the time the City Council
approved the annexation agreement
in January 2001, the number of single-
family homes had been decreased to
50, and the number of townhomes
had increased to 165, making the
overall density higher. : :

Finalapproval - .

When a more detailed plan cam
before the City Council in September

.- 2002, it was approved on a day when

Moeisch was acting as mayor pro term,

- The final plan was approved by the

Planning and Development
Committee in February 2003.

City officials said they remember
Meisch being more involved in the
Grand Pointe Trails project than he
normally would have been, sitting in
on behind-the-scenes meetings. The

. federal indictiment alleges Meisch

agreed to schedule meetings so
Anderson would meet with city
officials and employees to obtain
support for the projects.

Misty Creek, on the other hand,
was much more routine, even behind
the scenes. ]

“The whole thing is weird, as far as .
I'm concerned,” Saville said. “It's
unexplainable, actually.”
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| - .to.replace Ruby in elec-

" la-l O:—@L%

- VALLEYFOCUS Pecton Ne DS
North Aurora mayor

| endorses a successor

By David Garbe
STAFF WRITER

NORTH AURORA — Village
President Mark Ruby said he be-
lieves the strongest of the three
candidates seeking to replace him
is:John Hansen.

Ruby, who has held the vil-
lage's h1ghest office for the last
. eight years, is'stepping '

-down Monday when he §
- plans to move into anew §
home near Geneva.

Three current mem-
bérs of the Village Board
have started campaigns

tions this spring: Dale

Berinan, Mark Guethle

and John Hansen.. =~
-] strongly endorse

J{')hn Hansen,” Ruby Madrkr:::i' I:las . eye, for many years,”
~said. ‘T think Johin's run- gRCATEL SAR Ruby said.

' 'ning fora]]the right rea: ‘hiasnss:::‘c essor. - Hansen negotiated.

sons.” ~* .. the placement of the

The éndorsement is a reversal

-of Ruby’s earlier intention not to. '

- getinvolved in the three-way con-
test. He said he changed his mind
because, “although I'm not going

| tobeliving here, I really am inter-

ested in how this town turns out.”
The three-way race is a first for
 thie village, which has more tan
doubled in size over the last
decade. ‘
Ruby said his endorsement of

Hansen is-partially fotivated by
concern that, as the village grows,

local governmient might become

| more pohtlcmed

Village President

“]ohn has never been affiliated -

to any political party,” Ruby said.

Guethle, a political organizer
for a local painters union, is the
chairman of the Kane County De-
mocratic Party. -

Berman, who served aterm as
North Aurora village president in
the 1980s, has held Republican of-

fices i in Aurora Townsh1p
Hansen isa former -
North Aurora firefighter -

~and is a- phan‘namst and

interim vice president at

. - the NeighborCare phar-
8 macy supply company.

" 'Ruby said Hansen

also has a long record of

the Village Board. -
“John has worked

Auto Ma]l in North Aurora rather -

than other possible locations in

the Fox Valley and was the dri- -
ving force behind the village’s -

current road improvément plan,

he said. .
“I'm very pleased to hear that

(Ruby) endorsed me,” Hansen
said Fr:day mght “I hold that in
high value.”

Because three candudates are |

running for the office, a primary
election will be held on Feb. 22.
The two top candidates then

will face off in the regular Apnl 5 .

village elechons

TAAL Imunera - )

: ‘IT i_‘T’-“"" -

' getting things dofé on

quietly, out of the public

e e
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. approximately four:
from’ industrial ‘use to re31— :

7550~ 0‘/

N. Aurora

By ERIC SCHELKOPF
Kane County Chronicle

NORTH AURORA —

" Developers have been given

the green light to demolish

- .the dilapidated D.R. Sperry
|- factory along the Fox River
| and  build

luxury town-
houses

_ . Village trustees this week .
) approved a redevelopment
. agreement with-Riverwoods

North  Aurora’ L.L.C. They
also  approved rezoning the
atres

dential use. )
North Aurora based
Wyndham Deerpoint and

|. RA. Faganal Builders of

Batavia plan to build 44

-townhouse units selling for
- $300,000 on apprommately 4
. acres.

.‘I‘rustee Dale Bgrman
voted against the project.

Berman wanted the land pre- -
- served as.open space.

Richard: Guerard a.part-,
ner. with -
Deerpomt said the projectis
an upscale development.

Wyndham .

approves

| townhomes on Fox

“The product intludes
the gables, multiple building
sutfaces, columns, ..
dows and distinctive ‘archi-

“tectural details expected in a
high-end townhome proj-

ect,” Guerard said. Trustees

this year approved a tax-in- ~

crement financing district to
spur- redevelopment of the
industrial complex. -

“The project will be eligi-

ble for $2.5 million in TIF - .

funds. Site. development

"costs alone are expected to

total $2.5 million.

The developers would be .

reimbursed for those costs,

receiving TIF funds over a pe- .

riod of 15 years.
A TIF district allows the
amount of tax revenue a tax-

_ing district receives from-the-
-area to be frozen at current

ievels. A TIF district canbein

place for up to 23 years. The .
way a TIF district generally

works is that any increases in
taxes resulting from an in-
crease -in the district’s ‘as-

sessed property values go to- -

ward funding 1mprovernents

_ Wlthln the area.’

“win-

- - —

- -
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~ Kane County Notebook
McConnaughay
tobe sworninas |
chairman Monday |

By PAUL DAILING
. Kane County Chronicle

-Kane County.- Board
Chairman-elect - Karen
McConnaughay will take her
oath at 9

originally
was sched-
" uled for Dec;
6, but was
delayed be-
cause of a
state  law
passed ear-
lie this year that pushes back -
chairman inductions in cer-
" tain counties. . -

The law was designed: to
allow more time for counting
- provisional ballots. -

‘McConnaughay

Kane Courity ChiefJudge | X

Donald Hudson will preside. [
McConnaughay deféated

Democrat- Tom Meadath in.

the Nov. 2 election to take the '

seat of Chairman Michael - [
‘McCoy. McCo
re-election.

y did not seek
[ 2] .

The Kane County Board

will hold a special meeting to i

elect a vice chairman and
considet committee appoint-
ments for 2005-06, The meet- |[§
ing will be at 5 p.m. Monday Y

in the -county board room," iy

Building - A, "Kane County
Government Center, 719 §
Batavia Ave., Geneva.

£ 1]

- A Corrections " &
Rehabilitations Committee
meeting scheduled for 9 a.m.
Thursday has been canceled.
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0/? fC&Z Protectlng the air.

"EPA tells counties to clean up their act

' Kane County among those
_that aren't meetmg standards

By JOHN HEILPRIN

The Associateéd Press
WASHINGTON —~— The
Environmental
Agency on Friday identified
224 counties in 20 states that
don't meet new clean air stan-
dards designed to protect
against one of the tiniest but
most harmful pollutants —
microscopic soot.

The counfies - and _the
District of Columbia will have
to move quickly to come into
compliance. They have three
'years to devise a pollution-re-
duction plan for fine particles
and then must meet federal
standards by 2010. .

Failure to comply could
mean a county will have to limit
development and its state could
lose federal highway dollars.

" EPA Administrator Mike
Leavift ' announced the list,
which included 19 fewer coun-
ties than the agency identified
in a preliminary report in June.
He emphasized that the agency
was for the first time specifically
regulating for fine particles, or
soot, that are 2.5 micrometers
in diameter — 1/30th'the width
of ahuman hair. Such pollution
comes from power plants, car
exhaust, diesel-burning trucks,
wood-burning stoves and other

sources.

-EPA considers it potenua]ly
the most significant air-quality

-------—-—----.--------1

JEAmEm ———

Protection

health standard because soot
can penctrate deeply info the

- lungs.”

“Thisisnota story aboutthe
air getting dirtier,” Leavitt told a

riews conference. ‘Tt is a story-

about higher, more stringent
standards and healthier air.”
About -95 rillion ‘people

-live in-the 224 counties and the, -
nation’s capital. EPA estimates - -

the new. standard, oncé met,
will prevent at least 15,000 pre-
mature deaths, 95,000 cases of
bronchitis and 10,000 hospital
admissions for tespiratory and
cardigvascular diseases. ~

All but three of the states
are east. of the Mississippi

River. The counties and states -

at issue might modify trans-

portation plans, require new

pollut:on controls when facto-

- ries expand or impose stricter

vehicle emission and ingpec-
tion programs. . .

" “We're going to implement
over the course of the next few
rmonths new national tools,"
Leavitt said. “Irt essence we're
going to do the same thing for
smokestacks that we have
done for tailpipes.” -

“In some cases, the EPA

-could grant exténsions, letting

jurisdictions take up to 2015 to
comply with the new rule.
Environmentalists” -
states will find it tough to im-
possible to meet the standard

without accompanying action.

- — iy e

say

Counties fail alr-quallty standards

The Envuronmental Protection Agengy said 224 counnes do nat -
meet national air quality standards because of airbome mlcroscopm -
soot from digsel trucks power plants and other sources.

El Countles fajling or 'pamally falli_ng

State lines are shown. 3
. Boundarles are not
. shown for counties that
~ mest air standards.

i Previously Hsted

SOURCE: Enviranmental Protactioh Agency

to, reduce soot pblliitibn from
power plants. President Bush

decided last week to delay at:

least until March putting in

.place a cornpanion regulatmn"
he promised on the campaign’

trail that would address pollu-
tion drifting among states. *
" “This'is also a story about

EPA failing to finalize rules to .

clean up power plant pollu-
tion;” said Michael Shore, an air
policy specialist at Environ-

mental Defense, an advocacy

group. “The Bush administra-
tion frankly deserves a lump of
coal for its failure to protect the

health of our children from

power plant poliution.”
‘The largest cuncent.rations

‘AP

of counties in noncompliance
with the new soot standard are
inthe Los ‘Angeles basin and:
interior central California; the
urban corridor from New York
City to Washington; the. Chio
River Valley; Atlanta; St. Louis;
Chicago, and Detroit. Thé onily |-
other Western area was a small
comer of Montana. - . '
InMay, governors gave EPA -
a list of 141, counties they

viewed as failing to meet the

soot requirements. EPA broad-
ened ‘that to include many
other ‘counties, not because
their air is‘tog dirty but be-
cause .their pollution con-
tributes to nearby areas that

‘are out of comphance

i A D P R




Avoid
Fabyan
come

spring
Rebuilding bridge to
timit traffic, close road

BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Heratd Staff Writer

Enjoy the regular evening
rush-hour backups on the
Fabyan Parkway bridge this

- winter because when construc-
tion season starts again in a few
months drivers may long for
today's brake lights. :

Fabyan Parkway hetween
Route 31 and Route 25 in Geneva
will be reduced to one lane in | -
each direction for most of the
time between April and Septem-
ber 2005, Aggravating the traffic | ~
situation even more is that for
two five-day stretches the over- ]

A4E-0Y Tty Horald |

pass will be completely shut
down. “A warning,” said Paul
Rogowski, Kane County’s trans-
portation department director.

*Itis going to be a mess.” C_
The $2.3 million bridge recon-
struction project origi was | w

scheduled for this fall but st
. county transportation officials | tv
decided to postpone the project | N
because of conflict with a detour | ti
. route.

During the project, driverswill | br
be dirccted to two primary alter- | hr
nates to cross the river — Route | I
38 in Geneva and Route 56 in | St
North Aurora. The problem this | he
year was that sending traffic ql
through a still ongoing constuc- 8:
ton project at the intersection of | w
Route 25 and Route 56 just-east | di
af the river, would have compli- | st
cated traffic even more. [+

County engineers say that

« project will be completed by the | a
spring, which will allow it to
become a suitable detour route.
Another project delay is
itnlikely because officials want
to have the Fabyan bridge
repaired and reopened before
Batavia gets to work on the
Wilson Street bridge in 2006. Tts
construction may also prompt
temporary full closures of
Wilson Street.
_ Fabyan will have to be fully
closed to allow workers to pour
new concrete. Rogowski said if
traffic were allowed on the
bridge the structure would
« shake and not allow the new
concrete to dry properly.

Work on the praject should
start on or near April 15 and
finish by Sept. 1. Exactly when
the total closures would be

= scheduled hasn'tbeen decided.

-
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Downtown Virgil takes up only a block or two of Indian Creek Trail, a local roa
and is largely devold of business. Economic development, village leaders say,

Will it be sprawl
or nothing?
Tiny Virgil grapples with prospect of development

BY PATRICK WALDRON
J_Dar'ly Herald Staff Wriler

With a population barely larger than
Kaneland High School's senior class, Virgil
sits just beyond the reach of urban sprawl.

A rural community of 287 in western
Kane County, it is little more than a collec-
tion of buildings bordering the Great
Western Trail. ’

Residents there don't pay taxes to the vil-
lage. Village business is based in a room
inside a former Catholic school.

Its economy moves with a single com-

pany: Sauber Manufacturing, a truck equip-
ment and parts maker.

To some, that's Virgil’s charm. But to
others, that's Virgil's probleri.

Since its incorporation in 1992, Virgil has
been left out of the Kane County boom.

The general store closed, as did the bank
and the post office.

Now developers are knocking on the
door, and village officials are struggling to
see if developers will control Virgil or help
it

."They need something out here,” Village .
President Mark Marion said. “It’s going

e o M PRI
PHOTOS BY LAURA STOECKER/DAILY HERALD

d that runs parallel to Route 64 in western Kane County,
is key to Virgil's future growth. o

N
R
Ry

Fog 38

One recent proposal would transform Virgit
from a rural village with less than 300 peo-
ple to a burgeoning suburb with more than
6,000 new residents by 2015.

downhill. We need to do something.
Whether what we need is B&B Enterprises
-remains to be seen.”

One vision

Last month, B&B Enterprises, a St.
Charles Township-based residential devel-

See DEVELOPMENT on PAGE 4
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= New era in North Aurora: +
After 8 years, Ruby ends ~
eventful career as mayor - -

By David Gathe
STAFF WRITER o

. term and said last weel that Nerth Aurora -

NORTH AURORA — Today, for the first time
in eight years, Mark Ruby no longer stands at
the helm of the village.  ~

" Ruby earned a reputation as a respected and
popular “town father” figure in a cotnmunity
that doubled in size during his two terms as vik
lage president-and one as a leading trustee. -

From ironing out contentious boundary di
putes between the village g
and its Iarger neighbors to
pushing the village forward
on critical infrastructure
projects, Ruby racked up a
Jong list of victories during a
perted of unprecedented

- change in North Aurera.
. He surprised many when

" be announced this sumimer
he would not: seek another

he would step down three Mayor Mark Ruby
months early. : “isgoingtobea
The sudden departure wery hard act to-
. stems from the early com-. follow,” says
. pletign of the new house Public Works Pi-
Ruby and hiswife builtinan  rector DeWayne
. unincorporated area near Willizms. i
Geneva. The couple are ;
moving to be a few doors away from their S0I'S
family, including their two young grandchit-

~, Under North Aurora law, the mayor must live
within the village. o
“He is going to be a very hard act to follow,”

- said Public Works Comimissioner DeWayne
Williams, who has worked with Ruby for more
than a decade. “He represented the village reak

al affairs. He will be missed.” .
Ruby said he will miss the “fun and chal- .
. lenge” of heading the village, but he is confident
that he leaves his town well on track for contin:
ued improvements.
*] think the future of North Aurora is looking
great,” Ruby said. ‘I feel very good about 1eay-
ing the village in excellent financial shape.” .

< Turn toFAﬁES, Az .

“Jy well, not just in Jocal affairs but also in region- -
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ceremoniously fired its préfessional
administrator.

For the next year, Ruby found
himself working 30-hour weeks run-

. ning many of the village’s day-to-day
" affairs while he and the trustees

sought to hire a new manager.

Ruby said that added workload'

was not a factor in his decnslon to
Ieave public office. .

““The only reason 'm not stmnng in-

North Aurora is for family,” he said. -
All the same, he said he is looking

forward to a quieter life.

“Since retiring from teaching, I

haven't really retired yet,” joked the .
former West Aurora High School his--

tory teacher about the last decade
since he retired from the school dis-
trict. .

“Pm going-to enjoy being able to

have a day to myself,” he'said. “T ¢an -

S Rﬁby’s role expanded dramatically
in 2003, when the Village Board un-

" go for a bike ride and not have to:
- worry about coming back to a meet-

Looking back over his second ca-
reer, he said, ‘T found it rewarding. [
feel good about what I've done, and I
have the feeling that most peop]e
think I was doing a good job.”

“I never thought of myself as a

politician,” he said, even back in the-

days when he campalgned by walk-
ing every street in what was then a
town of less than 6,000 people,

“If the community would like me

to do this job, I'd do it. Thats how

felt about it,” he said,

Ruby is officially relinquishing his

title -this morning, when Village
Trustee Max Herwig will take over as
acting village president untll elec-

‘tions this spring.
Three trustees are seeking to re- |

place Ruby: Dale Berman, Mark
Guethle and John Hansen ’I‘he trio

will face off in a primary election on
Feb. 22, and the two ﬁnahsts w111 g0

."ont‘heba]]otApnlS

Ruby has endorsed Hansen as his
favored rep]aoement

For many, their debts cau
stress; 20 percent of all adults
the poll said they worry abc
the:r debts most of the time.

“We live'in an age of ea
money and people pull out t

- plastic to medicate their pain,” s¢
Chris Packard, a mental hea
therapist from Gilbert, Ariz.

“I have had patients who us.

" their credit cards to punish spot

es, to appease depression or an
ety or to try to satisfy an out-|
control child,” Packard said. .
Expenenmng the highest leve
of stress from debts were people
their credit card spending lim
those who aré unmarried and ha
children; those without jobs; a

_ minorities.

" Those with the lowest levels.
stress from debt were retirees, ¥
publicans, married people, colle;
graduates and people between a;
30 and 45.

Those groups' . stress . leve
were meastred based on their)
sponses to a series of questio;
asked of 1,000 adults about de
and stress.

. Paul Lavrakas, a research ps
chologist, deve]oped those que

tions on debt stress in the 199

when he vas faculty director of t]
Ohio State University Center £
Survey Resedrch. -

Many people asked about the
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‘Cnmmlttee Chairman

Commlttees chalrmen
appomted at special

By PAULDAILING -
Kamguuntyﬂu.'on!dc

Consclidated commitices,
ed committee chairmen
anew vice chalrman were
-named at a al Kane
County - Bo
Maru
Monday was the first run by
Chaiznan- Karen McConn-

.gughay, who took her oath of-

. office earlier in the day. She had
plarned to take her oath with
the rest of the board on Dec. 6,
but a state law passed eadier

delayed herinduction.
Sheﬁ scheduled committes

and the vice chair-

1 man election for. the county

board mi
Chairman

Dec. 14. Former
McCoy offict-

sted that meeung and post-’

paned those “acdons until
Mrmday, when Karen McConn-
. aughay would be in'office.
Traditionally, the vice chair-
man election and committes
entswouldwan untla

Karen
MnConnaugimysai shemoved
the dayup at the request of sev-
eral board merribers, many of
whom would have to plan
around committee schedules,

. Don ‘waolfe, REng, Wwas
clected vice chaitman of the
Kane County Board in a 36-9
vote split exactly down party
lines. * He. defeated Paul
Greviskes, D-Aurora. Wolfe and
Greviskes said the election of a
vice chairman was one of the
few county boa:nd issues "di-

vided

'11?{5 is nuts andbolls gov-
emment,” Wolle . sald. - “Not
much that we do that you e
puta tinton.”

e November election
gave nine seats to Democrats,
lépfmm five aﬁer thc 2002 dec—

on, ;

The Oometﬂons and
Rezhabilitadons, -Judlciary and
Public Safety commitiees were
cambined inte one comemitee
fames  Mitchel, R-Nomh
Aurora, was pamed chairman.
He was chaimnan of the
fudic Comumittee before the
sonsolidation, Karen MeConn-
wghay announced her inten-
jon to combine the commit-
ees in Noverober, Akhough
his still needs to be appraved

bythe oom\gwboa:dns awhole, -
itls 10 pass,
* "H5 somi . that- I've

wanted for a long tme” said,

Carythy dmn. R-SL

ps.

Robert McConnaugha-y. R-
Geneva, was named chairman
of - the "Human Semus
Committee, replacin axF
Wojnickd, R-5t. Cn

MrConnaughay said she macle .
. this selettion because He was a

pood fit for “some aggressive
things" she plans for Human
Services. She would not com-

. ment on those plans.

Mncormaughnrs

. "In the case of lmnsponn-
tion, £t was time for a change.

.. shesad.

Some onncuﬁs nbm:t con-
flicts of mwmtwcmnamed.
Former - Transportation

tt, A-Aurcra, was named

wych:;mmn of the Public Service .
Committee. Ballot erore and’

delays invoter tallies during the
Novernber election will be ex-
amined by this comumittee.
Watt said hc was concerned
about possible accusations of

meetmg- -
day. -.* County Development:. -
The meeting, held ai 5 p.m.-

: mngagmrlstWym or|

pounty board meeting

2005 standmg

‘committees
[First narne i chainman) -
» Administration: Greviskes
Allan,-Barrett, Holmes, .lones
Kenyon, Wolfe -

. Hurlbut, Greviskes, Kenyon, R, |
McConnaughay, Sanchez,
 Woiricki, Wolfe (ex-ofﬁcms
Carlson, Hoscheit)
« Exccutive K, |
MeConnaughay, Carlson
“Greviskes, Hurlut, Jones, R.
McConnaughay Mitchell, .
Noverin, Wyatt, Leglsla'hve
Liason Van Overmeiren fex-
officios: Hoscheit, Wotfa) .
« Finance: Noverini, Carlson, ~
Griffin, Mitchel, Sanchez, Van .
Overme:ren Tredup
= Human Services: R. - -
M:Connaughay, Allan, -
Holmes, Kudlicki, Kunkel,
Wolfe, Van Cleave -
+ * Judiciary/Corrections/
Public Safety: Mitchedl, Allan, -
Davoust, Griffin, Neuberger, -
Noveriri, Tredup .
= Public Health: jones, .
Barrett, Fax, Kunkel, Tredup.
Woinicki, Wyatt
« Public Service; Wyatt, Fax,
Kissane, Kudlicki, Yan Cleave,
Netberger, Van Overmen'en
. Transportauon Carlson,
‘Davoust, Hoscheit, Kissane,*
Woife, Jones, Van Overmelren
Iex-ofﬁclu Huriert) .
*This planned ccmmtee
consolidation mustbe .
approved at the next cmmty
board meeting

h ct:]ed'mirman positionfor ©
po as Kane County
derklacgam isnum-+

yoro[
Aumom

Tve hezud §0.INANY criti-
‘csmsof the ebcuunundthuy’m
goln wt‘a]lundu'lhatoomuut--
tee” hesaid -

Wynst said he plans to ask
the commilttes to appoint a
chairmian pro tempore o mn
the meetings after the
April elections. He said Van
Omme{mnwashnﬂrstdmlca

posed a poﬁible con.&ha}t')f in-

Allhough the board chair-

‘man taditionally chats the

Liquor Cpnirol ;Cémmission,
Karen M said she -
plans to appoint someane to
the position at the January
meetmg. Karen MeConnaug-
hay's husband is & liquor d:s-
m‘butur
* Qvermeiren  was

named Lepislative Liason, re-
placing Penny Cameron, who,
msnmm-elmdmt.hehumd.
“Van Overmeiren whas vice chair-
man under McCoy for six years
untl Catherine l;uﬂli):;, R .
Egln.wunﬂxepom onin 2003,

“Tin'so pleased thatwe

- ﬂmaverm\h Inone wote,”

said.

It took thmemom.hsfonhe
board 10 come 10 @ CON5ensus
whenVan Overmeiren, Hulbut

arxd Lee Barrett, R-East Dundee,
vied for the post. -
Johri © Noverind, R--

Cmpcntem'i]]e. will chair the

Bl Finance Committee, replacing

Douglas Weigand, who did not
gesk  re-election . Greviskes,
Hurlbui, and Gerald Jones, D-
Aurom, will retain their posi-
tions as chalrmen. of the.
Adminlstration, Gounty Devel-
opment and Public Health
committees, mspectlvaly
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McConnaughay

{plans to change

some departments

By William Presecky

Tribune staff reporter-

Among her first official acts
after becoming the first woman
sworn in as Kane County Board
chairman, Karen McConnaugh-

| ay moved as promised Monday

to streamline the board’s com-
mittee structure,

Several committee chalrmen
from the regime of her predeces-
sor,-Mike McCoy, including two

veteran Democrats, retained
leadership posts under the ¢om-
mittee assignments outlined by
MecConnaughay, a Republican
fromni St. Charles.

In a perfunctory demonstra-

| tion of their increased voting

power, to nine members from
five previously, board Demo-
crats voted as a block in support
of 14-year board member Paul
Greviskes (D-Aurora} for vice
chairman.

After the 16 of 17 board Repub

licans present Monday voted to -
"elect Don Wolfe (R-Elgin) vice

chairman, all nine Democrats,
including Grewskes and Gerald

Jones (D-Aurora), who had.

placed his name in nomination,
voted to elect Waolfe by acclara-
tion. -

“We want to raise the flag t¢
let people khow we're here and
we're growing,” said Jones.

“It's a matter of pride in the
Democrats and the fact that we
represent a fairly large constit-
uency in the county We need to
show we are a group,” said Gre-
viskes.

After the brief board meeting
called to set comunittee assign-
ments, McConnaughay -said in
the next few weeks . she also
plans to restructure several ad-
ministrative offices under the
board's control. )

She will begin, she said, by
transferring oversight for the
county’s transportation divi-
sion to longtime Development
Department Executive Director
Phil Bus.

MceConnaughay, 47, said the
move is designed to “strengthen

METRO
Onzcago '77744'!/’@

Kane swears in
new chalrman

the county S abihty to advance .
the 2030 [land use and transpor-

.tation] plans.

. “Our financial ablhty is be-
coming stretched in all of those
planmng areas,” said. By hav-
ing the same oversight for both
land use and transportation.
planning, McConnaughay said, -
she expects the county will be
better able to utilize resources.
Chief among the committee

‘changes announced by McCon-

naughay was the consolidation.
into one committee of the re- .

sponsibilitiés formerly as-,
signed to the board's Judicial, -
Corrections and Public Safety
Committees. *

Devising a comprehensive
plan to address the long-térm as
well as immediate problems of
an overloaded criminal justice
system is a top priority for the
McCornaughay.

“I'm very excited to start stra-
tegic planning for the county-
next vear,” said McConnaughay
after being sworn into officeata

brief ceremony Monday motn-

ing. )
“The board and [the county’s).
elected officials. coliectively

. need to develop some long-term

priorities astohow we are going -
to continue to meet the demand
for increased levels of service,”
she said.

Harking back 14 years ago, o
the day she first entered the
County Board Room in Geneva
as a community activist, -
MecConnaughay said she never’
had foreseen where it mlght
lead. .

- "I never dreamed i would be
standing here as Kane County
Board chairman,” she told a
crowded boardroom that over-
flowed with family and friends,

MeConnaughay was elected
to the County Board three
times, beginning in 1992. She be-
gan her political career as a
leader of a citizens group that-
opposed attempts by the county
Forest Preserve Commission to
geize prwate land for bicycle
paths in her nelghborhood

After runnmg without oppo-
sition in the GOP primary,

‘McConnaughay won election to

the $82,000-a-year post in No-
vember by defeating retired
businessman Thomas Meadath,
62, a Democrat from St. Charles.
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! Aurora neighbor

&oubts

candidate’s residency

By Amy Fischer Roth

Special to the Tribune

An Aurora PTA 'vice presi-
dent who lives-on the same
block as mayoral candidate and
Kane County Clerk John “Jack”

| Cunningham filed a challenge
1to Cunningham’s nominating

petitions Monday on. the
grounds that he is not an Aurg-

‘| raresident.

Two aldermanic candidates’

| petitions also have been chal-

lenged.
Cunmngham who owns a
home in the 200 block of Le-

Grande Boulevard on Aurora’s

west side, said he began sharing
the home with other people for
help with expenses after his d.1-
vorce. .

“All the utlhtles are in my
name,” he said. “I have a bed-
room there. I have furniture
there. I don’t sleep in the house
every night, hor do I have to to
establish remdency o

“I'm sure I'm in conformance
with all the laws in the state as
far as my residency is con-
cerned. I expect objections from
people when they feelIcan beat
them.”

Joan Horvath-Kruger, whose
husband, Brooke Kruger, has
volunteered for Tom Weisner's
campaign, said “everyone on
our block knows that Jack

doesn't live in Aurora. It’s an

I have a bedroom there. 1 have ﬁzfniture there. I’

to establish residency.’

_don’t sleep in the house every night, nor do Ihave to’

—Aurora mayoral candidate John “Jack” Cunningham

open joke on our block.”

Cunningham said he owns a
cabin on the Ilinois River and a
boat that has bedrooms. Where
he sleeps is “nobody’s busi-
ness,” he said. -

Attorney Peter K. Wilson Jr,
who represents the Aurora
Election Commission, said the
commission will hear the evi-
dence and decide whether Cun-

hingham’s name will remain on

the February primary ballot.
“To say he pays the bills there, 1
can't say if that will be suffi.
cient,” Wilson said.

* Weisner said he “didn’t urge
anybody” to challenge Cunning-
ham’s petitions.

Horvath-Kruger also alleged
that Cunningham’s petitions
contain names or signatures
that are invalid, including peti-
tions signed by Naperville resi-
dents.

Cunningham said he isn't
worried about the challenge. “I
look at itasa compliment," he
said. “When you're the front-
runner, you antlcipate attacks
such as this.”

Two other challenges were
filed before Monday's 5 p.m.
deadline, said Election Com-
mission Director Carole Holtz.

The petitions of aldermanic
candidates David Marquez and
Georgine Jenkins were chal-
lenged, but Holtz said shehadn’t
read the objections.

Auroraresident Gregorio Sal-
gado filed the objection to Mar-
quez’s nominating papers.

Salgado said Marquez’s peti-
tions contain errors, including
signatures of non-registered
voters, multiple signatures by
one person and signatures that
do not match those on record at
the Aurora Election .Commis-
sion. Marquez is the incumbent
running for Ward 2 alderman.
He is opposed by Juany Garza.
Jenkins is running for Ward 4
alderman, where incumbent
Chuck Nelson is not seeking re-
election. Richard Lawrence is
the only other candidate in that
race.

All. the challenges will be
heard by the Election Commis-
sion at 9:30 a.m. Monday.
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Couple hopes -
to turn Wright
farmhouse -
into business-

- iR-aa-04(hmn icke

. County board panel | :
. OKs bed and breakfast - L -

' ByPAULDAILING
. .Kane.(bumyugqn.ic]e

 GENEVA —1f you want to stay in a Frank

Lloyd Wright hause, you might have the |

chance next year. © o -
" Plato Center touple Mike Fetersddrf and i

- Sarah Muirhead-Petersdozf are converting a |
1950s Frank Lloyd Wright farmhouse into a :
bed and breakfast. . oo !
__ Their plans were approved Tuesday by the N
Kane County Development Comniittee. Ifthe .
plans”arc approved by the Kane County
Board at theJan. 11 L )

meeting, the bed -About the house - 4
_ | and . breakfast | = Frank Lloyd Wright - '
- could open ggosgﬁn designed the Plato
- as-gummer - -Center home; which
o gzs,fgggfe%‘zzﬂg was completed in ,
: ngf;‘d;,’tssaidcg’f“ﬁ « Itis an example of
:_:gus ' e Kane ] ‘\é‘fright’s Uspnia'n : — — —
County Develop- | design, which was : 5 . s far as we can deter:
. ment Department’s intended tobe. - 3 H@Eﬂ% X " mine, it is the only farmhouse
exscutive director. | affordable for typical . " ' ¥ 7" e ever built’ Muirhead-
- The forest pre- | American families. . Continued frompage 1 - Petersdort said. - -
serve bought the » Sara Muirhead- o . Turning the house into a.
land surrounding ‘Petersdorf, whose . . Thefiatroofcollectswater, bed and . breakfast, has re-
;. the property last _gra_ndfam.er:hml_tthe “Shine of the cypress exterior quired .major  structural
| yea -for prairie home, said it might be- must be teplaced. The red changes o :
.restoration. -the only farmhouse _ concrete squares have sunk _ “With the remodeling and

The “one-story, | Wright ever buitt.
3,200-square-foot . . :
farmhouse was completed in the early 19505
for | Muirhead-Petersdorf’s ndfather,
i Robiert Muirhead, and has stayed in the farmn-
ily. This summies, the couple moved to the
home from Minhesota, where they had lived
- “for 20 years. Muirhead-Petersdorf said they
maved because of job opportunities and-a
+| chancetorengvate the house. .
- “The house was in'a state where basically
it needed to be bulldozed down or have alot
of &vork put inta it,” Muirhead-Petersdorf
said. . DR -
The Robert Muithead House, as'it is
talled, is an example of Wright's later Usonian
_style, which he created to design affordable
houses -for the typical American family.
“UJsonian” {5'a play on USA. The style is typi-
fied by flat roofs, wooden walls and concrete
floors. ‘ K C
“Anyone wha's familiar with his work will’
- recggnize some of the features,” Petersdorf
said. - K :
Some of those features have made the
. renovation necessary. oo

See HOUSE, Ipage 2.

[ ————

two to three inches, separat-
ing from the walls in some
secdons. - -~ Muirhead-

" Datersdorf said they have had- with mote baths,” Petersdnf'f_

te remove several walls, re-

- pour the cement and- build
- “newwalls. - -

“[Wright] was more into
the look as opposed to the
structure,” [~ Mpirhead-
Petersdorfsaid. - ' -

* In the early 19505, the ex-
panding Muirhead family
. putgrew the farmhouse on
theixr property. Muirhead-
Petersdorf said they hap-
_pened to drive up 10 Wright's
Spring Green, Wis,, studio.
- “They were looking for
ideas and one ofhis assistants
-approached them and asked if

" they wouldlike ta speak o Mr.

Wiight," she said. .
Wright designed for them
4 farmhouse with, a master

.. bedroom and a room foreach
. of Muirheads' five childien. .

everything, we've taken a six-
.bedroom home and turned it
inte a four-bedroom -home

said.” . R .

- The couple also plans.to
build ‘furniture designed by
Wright for the home. He gave
_the plais to the Muirhead

famnily but they never built the

furniture. This thoroughness -

was typical ofwWrght. . °-
" #{ lmow there’s a home 1n
Towa where he picked oul.
" their . pots  and
“Muichead-Petersdorf said.

Locally, Wright designed N

the William B- Greene Hoiise
in Autora, the AW Gridley.
_House in Batavia, ‘the P
Hoyt House in Geneva -and
oversaw remodeling for the

Col.-.George Fabyan Villa*in"

Geneva. In total, he designed

pans,” |

.532 homes, uUseUms and of-_ [~

_.__‘_____'______.—H——-——‘_

Hece buildings. Move than 400" /...
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1 ‘-Fabyan Parkway -
|| rehab will close
]\_lanes ofﬁcm] says

i -By Wllllam Presecky
. :Tnbune staff reporter

Kane County h1ghway offi-

‘ :c1als .are warning area mator-
' ists-to expect a mess next year .
| [-with the periodic closure of
' busy Fabyan Parkway over the

Fox River.

Constructmn bldS  were

1 obened Tuesday on the estimat-

ed'$2.3 million Fabyan Parkway

Bridge rehabilitation project.
 About. 30,000 vehiclés a day’

‘cross Fabyan Parkway, a four-
lane artery that runs through

| the eastern third of the county

between Geneva'and Batavia.

“It'll be a mess,” said Paul Ro-
gowskl director of Kane’s Divi-
sion of Transportation.

The project is scheduled to be-
gin in mid-April and be complet-
ed by Sept. 1,

The bridge will remain open
but restricted to one lane of traf-
fic in each direction for most of
the project. It will close entlrely
for two: five-day periods when

‘| concrete is being poured,. ac-'

cording to Rogowski.

A'detour that utilizes a combi-{,
nation of roads, including 1Mlj- |

County warns
of bridge ¢ mess’

nois nghways 25 .31 and- 56 .

“south of Fabyan Parkvay, has.

been devised and w111 be clearly _

marked, he sajd.’

-The ‘state Department of
Transportation” has’ approved
the detour, he said..

- With the recent approval of :
the County Board's Transporta-
tion Commiittee, a contract for

. the bridge pro;ect Is expected to

bBe awarded i in January, The sev- -
en bids that county engineer
Carl Schoedel said he has under
review range from about. $1 8

* million to $3 million..

_ Rogowskisaid workon the Fa-\
byan Parkway Bridge includes
replacement of the expansion
joints and surface, parapet and -
structural steel repair and the
installation of new lights.

The 30-year-old bridge was
scheduled to be rehabbed this
year, but construction was post-
poned until 2005 because of the .
potential traffic conflicts the de-"
tour necessitates for other road
construction, particularly on II-
linois 56 at the Fox R1ver in

INorth Aurora

FOR HOME DELIVERY,
CALL 1-800-TRIBUNE
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“planned

~ for Route 47,” Grabarek said.

Cemetery

near ’ig%
Elburn

Rockford Diocese
scopes out 43 acres

By AUBREY TRIPLETT
Daily Herald Correspondent

The Rockford Diocese plans
to build a cemetery on 43 acres
just south of Elbumn.

The plans were brought up at
an Elburn village board meeting
this week and will be previewed
by the planning commission at
afuture meeting. :

The cemetery, which has
been temporarily named Rosary
Cemetery, would be near the
northeast corner of Route 47
and Kenmar Drive in unincor-
porated Elburn. ,

Carol Giambalvo, director of
cemeteries for the diocese, said
the cemetery plots will be open
to any Catholic in the diocese.

- “We're creating this because
we have a need for cemetery
space in the east,” Giambalvo
said. “We have a cemetery in
Elgin and one in Aurora that are
almost full. We have this prop-
erty and want to offer Catholic
burial.”

Village Administrator Dave
Morrison said the town has 45
days to comment on the plan
while Kane County's Zoning
Board decides on a special use
permit fortheland. =~

Village Trustee Bill Grabarek
said the planning commission
needs to look at the overall pic-
ture. '

“They need to figure out how
consistent this is with our plan

The cemetery will be adjacent

ot

N,

Elb

Future St. Gall | |
church/schoo! sRe ||

@INGE& RD. l

5]
<o
ﬁ? MERIDITH RD.

Ll

to 31 acres of land owned by St.
Gall Catholic Church of Elburn,
which is not scheduled to begin

See CEMETERY on PAGE 10

Cemetery:
Theme to be
based on rosary
Continted from Page 1

development for at least
another five years. The St. Gall
land is for 2 church and school.

Cemetery plans include an
office and chapel, burial gar-
dens and an access road off of
Route 47. A private residence
located at the southwest corner
of the lot will remain there.

Giambalvo said the cemetery
will go before the zoning board
in January and plans have
already been drawn up. If the
plans are approved by the
county and Elburn, landscaping
will begin in the summer.

The theme of the develop-
ment will be based on the
rosary, with the burial gardens
and cremation named after the
raysteries of the rosary.
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- board if it was detérmined he

.- only has he gone backon his -

Force Ea.om

"~ Mr.Van Cleave ran for the |
county hoard and said that he
would resign from the school .- .

could not sérve both boards at’
the same time. Now he has
gone back on his word. Not

word, but hes saying “Twill -
stay” and “Iwilljointhe .~ -

and Iwill do this.” No person:

* should be serving on a school
.- board or a cotnty board or
" double boards. It's not right. I
- understand that people want -

to give the idea that they are -
commmitted, and maybe Mr.
Van Cleave is committed, but
the fact of the matter iswhen a
person seems 1o want to stay
around and stay around and
go back on his word, how can

S you trust him? If you can't trust .
B him to'do what he said he -

would do to begin with, how . -
can you trust him to do what's
right in the future?

oo g A

- citizens facilities committee .~ -

fi
C
k
€
€
1
)
t
]
I
t
|
t
t

Public __mr_.___m se &,.Q mrocz__m center

. Site ison ..
Randall Road
in North Aurora

o

chor the center. Other stores
comimitted to the project include
T] Maxx, Michaels Arts and
Crafts, Pler 1 Imports, Famous
Footwear and Petco Superstore.
‘Wetlands make up 110 acres
of the property. .
" Rubloff seeks village ap-

‘ ?oﬁ& by Japuary 2005 s0 the

. ByERIC SCHELKOPF
. Kane County Chronicle
NORTH = AURORA ~ —
Residents on Tuesday will have

the chance to voice their opinions .

about a . 600,000-square-foot

shopping;center being proposed

for the village’s west side.

" Hoffman - Estates-based

Rubloff "-Development Group
wants to build the North Aurora
Towne Centre ori 330 acres be-

tiveen the North Aurora Auto Mall

andRandallRoad. ~ -~ -

- Apublic hearing on the plans
will be at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday dur-
jnga plan commission meetingat
North Aurora Village Hall, 25 E.
StateSt.

- Targét and Kohl's would an-

T e o oa e W

~ project can get under way by
" March or April. Village trustees

will consider an annexation
agreement for the development
at a committee-of-the-whole
meeting on Jan. 4. ,

“If this doesn't happen now,
the land'wor't be developed as a
shopping. center,” --said’ Bob

Brownson, one of the gwners of

Rubloff Development Group.
“Without this development, the

~ site will sit as a farm for the next

20 years.” : . .
To pave the way for the de-

velopmeny, village officials are-

eyeing an amendment to the vil-
lage’s zoming ordinance that
would allow for mixed-use de-
velopments.

More than 300 townhouses

Pizza & Pasta from the 0ld Neighborhe

could be built as part of the pro-
posed development.

Plan commissioners recenty
reviewed a proposed amend-
ment drafted by village attorney
Kevin Drendel. The amendment
would apply only to develop-
ments of at least 80 acres.

The amendment would Lirnit

what could be built. Drendel

suggested that the underlying
zoning should be the predomi-
nant use in any mixed-use
planned unit development, and

- that the predominant use should

be at least 51 percent of the net
buildable area of the develop-
ment.

Rubioff has not been able to
find commercial tenants for
about 65 acres of the property,
part of the development’s sec-
ond phase. o

However, Rubloff plans. to
continue to market the land com-
mercially for about three more
years. Ifit still does not get bites, it
wants to build more than 300
townhouses that would sell for
between $150,000 and $250,000.
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N@:m planming chief given broad new role overseeing land, water and road issues

BY PATRICE ,??Uzoz
Daily Herald Staff Writer

In a move aimed at tightening
coordination of Kane County’s
growth, the county's longtime
development &BQBH has been
given broad hiew powers to
supervise EEEEw for the
8:53} land, water and roads.

As a sort-of planning czar, Phil
Bus, who has served as develop-
ment director since 1982,
becomes the head of the newly
created transportation and
development group, a designa-
tion that includes what was once
four county departments.

“It all comes down to coordi-
nation,” said county board

Chairman Karen -McCon-.

naughay, saying the move is
‘mearit to cut-down internal and
external bureaucracy. "We all
have to be on the same page.”
Technically, the change doesn't
combine existing departments.

_Instead it places Bus at the top of

a new reporting structure
designed to bring the transporta-
tion division, the Water resources
department, the development
and zoning department, and the
environmental management
department closer together.
“This a recognition that the

- relationships between land use,

transportation and resource
management are important as
we face the next 25 years of
growth,” Bus said. -

For example, today when a
developer comes in to build a
new subdivision or industrial
park, representatives from across

the SE_Q must enter into Em.

conversations.

reviews the plans for building
size and routine matters such as
zoning. Development then
works with the transportation
division to determine where
roads and .entrances need to go.

The water resources and envi-
ronmental management
departments team up with
everyone to focus on drainage
regulations and the stress on
drinkinig water.

Bus and McConnaughay
believe that in order for the
county’s 2030 Land Use Manage-
ment Plan — which lays out a
vision to keep half of the county
as open space or agriculiural and
plots what should go where— to
work, all the county's mmﬁmn-
ments must be unified.

That cohesive strategy is the

-only way to work with munici-

palities and convince their

leaders to follow the county
. . policy, county officials said.
The development Qmumabma

“If we are better coordinated

.in how we provide our resources

we have 'a better chance of
having them buy. -in,”
McConnaughay said.

At the same time, McCon-
naughay said, the move is

geared to add accountability to
the county’s transportation
division. Bus has supervised all
or pieces of this new planning
group in the past, besides trans-
portation.

McConnaughay is noznmﬂma

the trarisportation division in the

recent past has been unable to
push hard enough for state and
federal funding for the millions

- of dollars worth of projects on its

drawing board.

In his new capacity, Bus
will have better opportunities
to identify and lobby for key
projects, McConnaughay
said.

This reorganization is the first
major move of McConnaughay'’s
administration but may not be
the last.

Over the next %mm_. ‘10 18
months McConnaughay plans to
implement a comprehensive
review of every county depart-
ment.
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| By Linda Girardi
* GPECIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

. ELBURN — The developers of
the Blackberry Creek subdivision
- will be required to pay higher im-
- pact fees to the Kaneland School
- District. .
- The Elburn Village Board has
- adopted a revised fee table, which
! gpecifies how much the developer
» must pay and for what types of
% housing.
¢ 'Mayor Jim Willey said the most
i, significant change in the revised
* schedule is that it provides a floor
;) and ceiling on fees.
il . For detached single-family

4 dwellings, the floor will be $1,500

 and the ceiling will be $6,000. For

‘ an attached single-family dwelling,
" the range will be $500 and $1,200.
. In the resolution setting the new
% school impact fees, village trustees
= said “housing growth is causing
i gignificant cost to the School Dis-
; trict and its taxpayers for new class-
s rooms.” The resolution further
" states that the district itself by Jaw
;. cannot impose impact fees on new
51!. housing developments.
Village Trustee William
1 Grabarek, who served on
1 Kaneland’s citizens finance adviso-
# ry committee, emphasized the im-
{, pact fees could only be used for the
*' construction of new schools and
i not to pay for the cost to operate
gﬁﬂme facilities. - .
e “Tt will help soften the blow of
Ehuilding schools as the growth con-

s TP e

................. | ;;.auoq‘Beaoomn .
n adopts impact fees
+o help Kaneland schools

tinues in municipalities across the
school district,” Grabarek.

“It will lessen but not eliminate
the impact — we're continuing to
build schools to educate the stu-
dents coming in. People must real-
ize the schools will be playing a
constant catch-up game as the
growth continues.”

Willey said the municipal impact
fees only address subdivisions
within municipal corporate limits,
and not in the unincorporated
areas of Kane County where there
are no impact fees.

“This in and of itself does not
cover the whole growth dilemma,
but it helps,” Willey said.

The new fees go into effect Jan.
1. :

In other action, the board ap-
proved the purchase of a new
squad car to patrol the commuter
parking lot for the Metra rail sta-
tion, which is scheduled to open a
year from now.

“] am told this may be the last
Jocal block grant available,” Police
Chief James Linane told the board.

The $20,000 grant would require
10 percent as the village's share.

In addition to responding to lock-
outs and vehicle-related calls at the
Mefra commuter lot, Linane said

the vehicle also could be used for

transporting evidence to the Rock-
ford crime lab.

Metra plans to extend commuter
rail service to Elburn by December
2005.
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|Results
stand4.27;

By Rita Hoover
Speclal 1o the Tritrune

Growing up, Sarah Muir-
head-Petersdorf took her
grandparents’ original Frank

| across the sireet in Plato Cen-
ter for granted.

But last fall, a decision about
the fate of the house, designed
and built in 1951 by the famed
atchitect, had to be made and
“gll the picces of the puzzle
came together,” she said.

She and her husband, John
Petersdorf, an Elgin native, are
working to turn the six-bed-
room home inte a bed and
breakfast, planping to pre-
serve its historic significance
while honoring their family
heritage as well, they said.
Their plans passed yet anoth-
er hurdle Tuesday with ap-
praval by the Kane County De-
velopment Commitiee. If the
Kane County Board gives ita
approval at a Jan. 11 meeting
and renovations are complet-
ed, the inn could open in sum-
mer.

The family sold about 500
acres of surrounding farmland
last year to the Kane County
Forest Preserve District,
which plans torestore the area
to a tallgrass prairie, said Scott
Berger, of the Developiment De-
partiment stafl. The home Is an
example of Wright's Usonian
style of architecture.

“This is a type of house that
Wright developed late inhis ca-
reer,” Berger said, as building
trends headed toward efficlen-
cy and affordability "“This was
more of an effort to design for
the middle class.”

Berger 15 preparing to nemi-
nate the building for the Na-
tional Register of Historle
Places and sald research indl-
cates this may be Wright's only

Lloyd Wright farmhouse.

Tribune photo by Terry Harh

Sarah Mulrhead-Petersdorf and John Petersdorf want to turmn her
grandparents’ Wright-designed house into a bed and breakfast.

’50s Wright house
may get new use

Kane County panel backs turning =
landmark into a bed and breakfast

farmhouse.

Wright's Usonian designs, of
which about 35 are known, fea-
tured flat roofs and natural
wood siding, which has a ten-

dency to deteriorate over time

in the Midwestern climate.
Muirhead-Petersdorf and her
husband have had to make
many repairs and are convert-
ing two of the six bedrooms in-
to bathrootns.

She gaid her grandfather's

The house is an example
of Frank Lloyd Wright's
Usonian style of
archifecture. Research
indicates this may be
Wright's only farmhouse

fnterest in engineering and ar-
chitecture. led him to visit
Wright's home Taliesin in Wis-
consin, while waiting for a con-
sultation with a local architect
about building a larger house
for his growing family.

On that visit, her grandfa-
ther was approached by one of
Wright's assistants, who asked
if te’d like to meet with the ar-
chitect in person. "What will
that take?” her grandlather
asked, "About1l0minutes,” was

the unexpected reply, she said. .

Her grandparents’ house felt
“gverwhelming” when she was
a child, Muirhead-Petersdorf
said, "It's a very long house; it
just has hallways that go on
and on. My 6-year-old son calls
it the maze house.”

The layout was put to good

use. "My grandmother used to -

walk lengths of the house for
indoor exercise in the winter,”
Muirhead-Petersdorf said.

WA T Soamiw s o oo

"Elgin, was the
-will retain the

in43rd
District

By CHRISTOPHER NELSON
Kane County Chronicle”

GENEVA — A recount
Wednesday of the Kane County
ballots for the 431d District seat
in the state House will not
change the outcome.

State Rep. Ruth Munson, R-

winner and

seat she won §
Nov. 2.

Michael
Noland, the:
Democrat
and - Elgi
Iaﬁvyer who i
challenged
her said hat  MuRsOn.
even if the results were thanged
to favor him in Kane County,
‘Munson’s 362-voté margin in
Cook County likely would not
be swrpassed.

He said he simply was look:

- ing at the 25-vote margin in
| - Kane County and hoped to find

enough discrepancics to give
hiin a victory in Kane County.
“Hollering ts in Kane
County” Noland said “The
Democratic Party is the growth
party, and people can count on
Democrats winning in the fu-
ture.” . : -
The- final count in Kane

| County, according to Joan .

Rennie, the chicf deputy to
Kane County Clerk Jack Cun-
ningham, was 9,695 votes for
Munson and 9,670 votes for -
Noland, a difference of 25 votes.

“Nothing has changed,”
Rennie said “The results stand.”

Noland did not challenge
the vote in Cook County, where -

- the margin was much higher:

2,991 votes for Munson and
2,629 votes for Noland.

The 43rd District covers:
Elgin and part of South Elgin in
Kane County and far northeast
Cook County. .

Munson said she did not
object to Noland's challenge.

" “The process is there to an-
swer questions, and it's a good
process,” she said.

The ballots were run
through tabulating equipment, -
and then inspected for the ini- -
tials ofthe election judges. Each
ballot must be initialed by a
judge, Rennte said.

Provisional ballots also were
counted Wednesday: .

Noland said he did not trst
the results- from the Kane
County clerk’s office. ’

“[t’s a terrible counting sys-
tem,” he said. “When you take
the ballots from a precinct to a
central counting area, there are
possibilities for problems. We
need a new system.”
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Willey says water, rails
top goals for Elburn

By Linda Girardi

SPEGIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

. ELBURN —- An inscriptien on
nthe mayor’s desk reveals the truth

of public office.

Nullum Bonum Factum Erit Imu-
nitym — No goed deed goes un-

-, punished,

Whatever you do, you're going to
draw criticism, Mayor Jim Willey
says of his eight years as mayor of
Elburn. Elected in 1997,
Willey recently an-
nounced he will seek re-

. election in April 5. .

While Willey cannot |.§
claim Elburn as his boy-
hood hometown, he is not
far from his roots.

“Elburn today reminds

meof the Batavia I grew s
Sl Y

~upin. Ifeel it is 'deja vu all

over again,'” he said, Mayor Jim Willey
adding he remembers will wun for
when his hometown hada  re-election.

population of 6,000.
“I feel that affinity to that kind of
#ecommunity.”
4 Serving as mayor has become a
part of Willey.

“It's not a drudgery to me. [ enjoy

the job and want this to be a great
- communily for everyone,” he said.

‘With a checklist of accomplished
goals from the 2001 campaign, Wik
ley can speak with confidence of his
record.

“Did we actually complete the
tasks we set out to accomplish? I
think people can judge us and say
yes, we did.”

- Aturning point came when EI-~

burn agreed to leave the door open
for commuter rail service to return
to the village, and successfully ne-
gotiated with Metra.

“The residents were ready,” Wil
ley said. .

“There was a window of opportu-
nity for Metra to capture federal
funding and make it happen. If the
village changed plans, Metra would
have gone west of town.”

This year the Elburn Village
Board also chose to reexamine its
approach to complying with federal
Environmental Protection Agency

?standards mandating communities
‘to remove trace levels of radium
from drinking water supplies.

Willey credits village trustees for
being receptive to another solution,
brought in by Water Remediation
Technology, that will result in a
water rate increase of 17.5 percent,
far lower than with other methods,

“We changed horses mid-
stream,” Willey said.

“There will be significant savings
to our taxpayers.”

. Combined with a $500,000 grant
, through U.S. House Speaker Den-

nis Hastert’s office and money set

aside to address the EPA mandate,

Willey said the village will not be re-

quired to borrow funds for the tech-
- nology.

. In addition to saving the village
i an estimated $3 million to $11 mil-

lion compared with other alterna-
tives, Willey said the radium-water
treatment method is also more re-
sponsible to the environment.

“We're on the cusp of towns now
realizing they have two problems, in
having to treat the water and
sludge. We have been proactive and
willing to consider new technolo-
gies,” he said.

On growth, Elburn this year wag
selected by the Urban Land Inst-

= tute to host a "campaign
for sensible growth” tech-
nical assistance program
streiched over the course
of several days,

“They had ideas for us,
but also reinforced that we
are doing a good job,” Wik
ley said of the Urban Land
Institute.

Willey said Village
Board is committed to
making sure growth does
pay its own way and is not
subsidized by current residents,

“It's a constant challenge of ad-
justing impact fees — we do want to
work with the school, library and
fire protection districts to imple-
ment the model needed to cover the
cost of their growth.”

“With each annexation agree-
ment, we get better,” he said.

In the time Willey has been
mayor, Elburn has passed two an-
nexation agreements involving
housing units — Williams Ridge
and Blackberry Creek, and the
mayor points out neither are fully
“biilt out.

“We're still controlling the
growth,” he said,

On the subject of restoring the
community’s faith in the Elburn Po-
lice Department, Willey said, “1
can’t say enough for how much
Chief Jim Linane has done for our
police department. He's taken itto 2
completely new level of profession-
alism.” .

. On taxes, the village's tax rate
has consistently dropped since the
state tax cap and since Willey began

ing as a vi trustee in 1995,
the level fell from $1.20 per §100 of
assessed valuation to 50 cents per
$100 of assessed valuation.

“More people are putting in fewer
dollars to create our tax levy,” Wil
ley said.

Willey said his pritnary goals for
2004-2005 include seeing through to
the finish the village's plan to elimi-

nate trace levels of radium from the.

water supply, the arrival of Metrain
December 2005 and establishing a

raflroad quiet zone, as well as secuf- .

ing federal funding to make the An-
derson Road overpass a reality.

“I want to finish these projects,”

Willey said. :

- “1 want to get the radium out of
the water and get passengers on a
train going to Chicago and stop the
train whistles — those are the cor-
nerstones.”
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illev voices rations about Sugar Grove,
Wllleg;;gg}‘)gg"srnff}; BSt a ﬁ,";‘gf;;‘tloh"\‘«“{é‘ié"u? — ) g 6nthe Net »

] ] . ; » To read Willey's Web logs, visit
Elburn village president uses Web log to ing ey v « To read Wleys Web oge, st

talk about growth, border agreement talks Sk oo feeb 2o5 1 Eoy

to Elburn.” dloe.h
feeling as if Sugar Grove is exploiting its In asecond log, he
smallgr, more gglx-lscrvative neighborto  continued his argu-
ﬂ\EXEnh. bound t -et mel}!fhe Sugar Grove
i ts between er a boundary agreement meet- ) . _ 1 .
ofﬁ?igl‘;nfdroag gllﬁigmcirr?gguga: Grove ing with Sugar Grove officials a few officialsItalked to Jast villages' opposing philosophies. :
stirring 1tp heat relative to how the weeks ago, Willey posted two'Web logs  week perceive Elburm’s ] Willey said the views are his andrgt
?\.rveovi]l gs ap proach growth. linked to Elburn’s Web site expressing desire Lo control gmyﬂhawealmas,for necessarily those of other village offi--
Sug:§ Grgve's alleged “go-get-'em”  his disapproval of Sugar Grove's tac-  Sugar (érq;g wfmlg.lpliommaﬁly ;a&tilteymag cials. :
thi i t tes. - ... ‘not afraid’ of Elburn, and i .
;guai;uv:nhs;}ml;gcg ?r?sitgei%?llx{il:\r'r‘:ﬁgy “In Blburn, the topic of growth is don’t think Elburn has the ‘ability or the See WILLEY, page 2

‘desire’ to counter their plans 1o cross;
the I-88 tollway.” . -

Willey said he posted his comments-

to express -his frustration with the_:

boundary agreement meetings and the:

By KELLEY CASINO
Kane County Chronlcle

T =

" Willey

Continued from page 1

“They (Sugar Grove lead-
ers) don't see anything to be
gained (by the boundary
agreement} and they want to
keep their options open, and
they basically want to take ad-
vantage of Elbum, maybe
there should be a blog or two
about this,” Willey said,

“I lock at it as one man's
opinion in cyberspace.”

The latest boundary pro-
posal by Sugar Grove would
draw the boundary line at
Main Street as opposed to just
north of Interstate 86.

Willey said Elburn’s offer
to let Sugar Grove have all four
corners of the tollway was a
“magnanimous” offer. He
added that Sugar Grove's Jat-
est proposal to Main Street
was "alittle tough to take” and
just another example of Sugar
Grove's desire to take advan-
tage of Elburn, which plans to
grow more slowly.

Sugar Grove Village Presi-
dent Sean Michels said the vil-
lage and Fox Metro Water
Reclamation District have been

-approached by developers that

would take the village farther
north than the tellway.

Sugar Grove Village Admin-
istrator Brent Eichelberger said
even if there is aboundaryline,
it does not mean the village

will grow right up to it.

“We're not growth-mon-
gers,” Michels said in response
to Wiiley's logs. “We think we
do development right, and
we're preparing for the next 25
years, [ think we're realists.”

Michels said Sugar Grove's
way is not the only way to op-

‘erate, but added that he has

not heard a good argument on
why to stop development if it
is coming. .

Between 600 and 900
building permits . per year
could be approved in Sugar
Grove, Eichelberger said,
adding that the number and
the developments are closely
monitored by the board.

“Yes, Sugar Grove has been
growing, but Sugar Grove is
not growing out of control,”
he said. “The board is very de-
liberate .and thoroughly re-
views every development and
subdivision.”

The philosophical differ-
ences between the two vil-
lages would not matter, Willey
said, if the two did not reside
in the same school district —
Kaneland.

Willey wrote that Sugar
Grove officials refuse to take
responsibility for their growth,
which puts pressure on the
school system. Both villages
recently approved the up-
dated school impact fee
schedule proposed by Kane-
land officials.

“I think we've been respon-
sible with the school district,”
Eichelberger said. “As far as |
know, we were the first to pass
the new impact fee table, and
as far as I know, we're the only
ones looking at a transition fee.

“We've been taking the lead
with the fees, and we'll con-
tinue to."

Willey admitted fhathe does
not expect Sugar Grove officials
to listen to his beliefs about
growth or to follow Elburn's ex-
ample. He did write, however,
that he believes that the political
will of Sugar Grove residents
could tum things around.

“"We've got to do better; we
can't just leave our kids subdi-
visions and traffic jams and
crowded schools with no
sports,” Willey said. “And we
have to be able to think region-
ally and not as much about our
own litile fiefdoms; it's got to
be bigger than just what Sugar
Grove wants.”

e

HUGE STEAKS « FULL $12E COCKTAILS
ROARING 205 CIGARS




| County looks
| to buy land .

onRoute 64, .

Randall Road
- 4o

By PAUL DAILING ‘A-A0~

The county wants to reach an
agreement on a strip of land before a
January deadline. . .

» The Kane- -County Board
Irapsportauon (ommittee is in ne--
gotiations to acquire 2.5 acres on the’
northwest side of the Randall Road-
l:h:n.t'lt_‘;1 64 intersection. -+ ¢ :

& county wants to use the | :
I fordrainage and in- and :
. tersection improve- :
. ments. k
It is the last bit 3
ofland in an acqui-

" sition process that |
began  -approxi-

-mately - six - .years

ago, said commit-

- tee member Caryl

* Van Overmeiren, R-

St. Charles.’ Com-_ S
mittee members said they are trying -
to ‘get plans finalized bye}’an. zg?lmng-f
deadline for receiving state funds.
“Most of these projects come in!
at 80 percent federal-funds, 10 per-:
cent state and 10 percent county,” '

Van Qvermejrensaid.  © Y
 If an ‘agieement is reached, the. -

_ plot, which runs from Route 64 to the
south and a set of train tracks to the;

north, would be the last of 12 plotsto .

Be acquired along the Randall corri- -

. dor, county board Chairman Karen -

McConnaughay said. '

“We're into the homie stretch,”

McConnaughay said. .. . -

Much of the property along that

siretch of road is or will be vacant, .

Van Overmeiren said, including a

_bus storage area for the St. Charles

school district. The district is build-"

ing a new bus barn on Peck Road.
“We just need the strip that goes--. -
along . Randall '

Overmeiren said

»

Van Overmeiren said the county T

. wants theland for traffic purposesand " .-

not to develop cornmercial space. The® -
property behind the strip of land falls
- under St Chadesjurisdiction. '; -~

_ "Our goal'is to move traffic a8’
nicely as we can and still make the
municipalities seem comfortable -
" with their goals on it,” she said.
‘MeConnaughay said thelocation-
. of the project led to its importance. |,
. “The Randall Road corridor.is a
very valuable corridor” McCon-
naughay said. . .

No one on the committee would
comment on the state of the negoti-
ations, which the committee dis-
cussed Thursday in closed session.

~ "You don't kike to .show your
‘hand,” Van Overmeiren said.

-

~Road” Van -

| Chreni CU?

b0

Greg
Rivara

‘When the cold overtakes
~ common sense

1f you happen to be one of those brave
souls who enjoy the bloodsport that is Dee.
26, atleast take a moment to enjoy the hi-
larity of it all. .

By that, I mean the new version of the
mini-me.

With fashion trends going skimpier
and skimpier, the low-rise jeans and skin-
tight half-shirts apparently are the apparel
that best defines the “in" crowd.

Certainly, the thin, leather jackets keep
the body warm.

But{just had to laugh whenl recently
saw a shoppet brave the cold. She quickly
was tip-toeing down the sidewalk at
Geneva Commons because the 4-inch
heels on het boots prohibited a full gallop.

She pulled her jacket’s collar up about her
ears, anly exacerbating how much of her
belly was exposed to the frigid air.

Her daughter, dressed the same way,
matched her stride-for-stride. )

Hospital officials cannot confirm that
there has been an increase in frostbitten

midsections this year.
LR

Speaking of comical, we are in the
midst of our annual review of our Sunday
OOIMICS Pages. ’

We are considering a couple of changes
— some significant — which we planto
debut on Sunday, Jan, 2. That is why we
need your feedback.

Let me know which comics you like,
which you don't, and which you would like
to see. Drop me an e-mail at grivara®ke-
chronicle.com ot at snail mail at 1000
Randall Road, Geneva, IL, 60134.

Even though we already have thebest |
comics section in the Chicago area, w al-
ways are looking to improve.

L X

Trirthfully, the holidays are a time of re-
flection and expressing gratitude, And
there still is time to honor that special
someone who simply helps others because
it is the right thing to do.

Nominations are due Jan. 3 for the
third annual Hometown Heroes Awards,
sponsored by the Fox River Chapter ofthe
American Red Cross. '

The awards will be announced at the
Hometown Heroes Breakfast at 7:30 a.rm.
March 11 at Eagle Brook Country Club in
Geneva.

In addition to a military hero, nomina-

Hons are sought in the areas of medicine,
community safety, community impact,
youth good Samaritan, adult good
Sarnaritan and education.

Nominees must live or work in Wayne,
Elbum, Geneva, Kaneville, La Fox, Maple
Park, St. Charles, South Elgin, Virgil, Wasco,
Batavia or Mooseheart.

Nomination forms are available at the
Fox Rlver Chapter of the American Red
Cross, 121 N. Second St., Suite G, St
Charles. Forms also can be submitted on
the Internet at wwwi.redcross.org/il/fox
river/heroes.

For information, call (630) 443-8844.

LR}

Speaking of public service, I'm still
scratching my head on all of the hand-
wringing about Tom Van Cleave.

Van Cleave has been a stalwart on the
Batavia school board for 12 years, mostre-
cently serving a term as school board pres-
ident. He also was just elected to the
county board.

However, there are legal opinions out
there based ot misguided state laws that
say serving both capacities creates some
sort of a conflict of interest because there

are more than 40,000 people in Kane
County. Therefore, Van Cleave will not seek
re-election to the school board. :

Now, before the general rants against
government begin, consider thatVan

. Cleave is paid nothing for the school board

waork, so thers cannot be any harumphs
about double-dipping. :

_And exactly what conflict of interest ex-
igts? That someone with outstanding expe-
rience on a school board might be inapo-
sition to influence another taxing body
abourt the hidden costs of growth?

1f you need more reasons that such
thinking is folly, consider that the state of
THinois does allow other elected, well-paid
officials to simultanecusly serve as a

courity board representative, such as town-

ship officials.

"AllVan Cleave wants to do is continue
his track record of public service. How can
that be bad?

= Greg Rivara is the Kane County ‘
Chranicle managing editor and co-host of
Kane County News and Views each
Wednesday at noon at WBIG 1280AM. He
can be contacted directly ar (630) 845-3355
or by e-mail at grivara@kcchronicle.com
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Campton
residents to

Group getting Teady for
- meeing over arinesxation

By Lisa SMITH
Dty Hatd Staf] Whiter

1¢'s crunch time for a group of
Camplon Township restdents
trying 10 stop B 940)-home

_ development from moving for-

ward.
Residonts near the prog:ssed
development on both sides of |-
Corron Road between McDon-
ald and Silver Glen roads are | .
woiking the phones and_lmod:-
an doors inviting neighbors
1o stand in oppositlen 1@ the
proposal at & an., 18 public

meg! .-

'\'t\‘fi:%e going 1o pack the
place,” gald Jim Kope<, 2
member of the board @ direc-
105 of the Preserve Campton

grol%pe lace is Hemmens Cul-
. tural Center in Elgin, where
Elgin's planning and develop-
ment commission mesting was
moved from Bigin city hall to
accommodate the expected

It's the fisst public meeting on
the annexation propo: by
developer Residential Land
Pund/Tertestris RLM for the
Stany Creek deveioproent.

Preserve Compton, which
now boasts 150 membets who
have paid $25 dues, formed in
response to the project. The
group is encouraging residents
o attend the upcoming meet-

- iﬂ% .

Our on
to get residents aware, ¥opec
said, “We have organized the
eommunity ... but it’s slaw
process, especially with the hol-
idays makiog it more difficult to

reach geople.‘ .

Barb Wojnicki, Campion
Townshlp's Tepresentative on
1he Kane County Board and 8
15-year resident, calls the devel-
opment proposal “the biggest
{ssue that Campten has ever
faced.” - .

Virtually, Blgin is dr g 8
city in the country. Wojnicki

Stony Creek ppponents argue

the de\’;elnpmenligoh;gh density
ently aktér the 1

character of the surrounding

- Sec FIGHT on PAGED

+ rural coun!

Fight: Developef says
plan is good for the area

Contired from Poge 1

area. It also will place 2 burden
on two L (
the 5t. Charles district and
Burlington-based Central
Schoel District 300,

The development would cut
*a swath of high-density hous-
ing and commercial
development through a semi-
tryside,” wams a fiier
circulated by Preserve Camp-

ton. "Rustic roads will become

four-lane major arterles.
Resources will be stressed, and
woods and prairies will fight to
extst alongside chockablock
ponstruction.”

Stany Creek East and Stony
Creek West would be separated
by an estimated 490 acres of
apen land ewned by Campton
Township and the Kene County
Forest Preserve that straddles
Corron Road.

As propesed, 940 homes
would sit on 602 acres — 367
homes on 229 zcres to the east
and 573 homes on 373 acres t0
the west, The average lot size is
13,500 square feet, or 1.6 homes

. gler acre, according to plans

ed with the city of Elgin.
Campton Tewnship's compre-
hensive plan for that land
depicts residenttal development
with 1.25-acre lots — similar to
existing adjacent homesteads.
The developrment fies in both
Campton and Flato townships.
Annexation by the city of Blgin
would mean the city would pro-
vide water, sewer and ather
municipal service to Stony
Creek restdents,
: Environmental
stressed the need to protect
adjacent wetlands and other
natura] areas that could be
harmed by increased road salt,
1zwn chemicals and other cont-
aminants in storm water runoff
caused by the development.-
"We urge you 10 consider
require -rrotectiun of these
hi&l—qua ity, sensitive wetland
resources located inand around
this proposed development,” &
field supervisor with the federal
Fish and Wildlife Service wrote
in a letter ta the city of Elgin.
“Site design should consider
sustainable development prin-
ciples that will enable
development to proceed with
less impacts to the natural
resources and the watershed.”
The Kane County Board,
Campton Township board and
St. Charles Countryside Fire
Protection District have passed
resclutions opposing the devel-
opment. The St Charles school
district has asked that fewer
homes be built. .
“We'te trying to look out for

pur residents,” sald Campton

Township Supervisor Neal
Anderson.

Even though he already has
shared his concerns with Eigin
officials, Anderson plans to
speak at the public hearing
with Jack Schouba, the town-
shig’s open spase development
coordinator, to keep the dia-
logue golng.

“I'm optimisdc that th 1}
listen to us,” Anderson said of

school districts,.

ups have

The big meeting -
The city of Elgin's planning and
development commission will
mestat7 p.m. Jan. 18 &t tha
_Hemmens Cuttural Center, 45
Ea\:mnhmy\'day.todmﬂn
Stony Cresk annexation

progosal

@ unks

 Goakmark vur Woh page for
hypesinks to moss Infomation
Preserve Gamgtsd

Eigin officials. “We're definitely
worrled about the density.
We've ‘int (existing) large lots
along the borders of this r‘ﬁr
erty. We'd like Jorger lots [g t)
on the perimeter of the project.
We're

oping they lisien to
thaér'l‘hcyge l?stened alittle blt
50 far.”

The number of homes has
been roduced slighdy since the
proposal was bro { forward

er this year.

Although he isn't happy about
Stony Creek, Plato Township g
Supervisor Gerald Regan has
not taken any action to try 10
stop the development.

*I know that's rather futle,”
Regan said. “The diies have all
the clout. T don't know that
Campton (Township) could
stop them from doing ang-
thing. We're kind of like lambs
to slaughter.”

A man for the devel- |
oper called the project “a real
asset for the tax base of Elgin
and the schoo district” because
of the developer-generated
impact fees that will be paid 10
the ety and school districss. The -
homes will be priced at about

$500,000,
“Good, high-end homes will
be a real improvement for

Elgin and the school distrlet”
spokeswoman Karz of
Chicago-based MK Communi-

cations said, "Development is
going to occur in that pant of
the world because it's an
attractive place, The fact that
these are high-cnd hames will
add to the overall economic
heaith of the area.”

Blgin officials polnt out that
Stony Creek is compatible with
the revised comprehensive plan
they are considering. In the
works since 1983, the plan
extends Elgin's planning bound-
ary south to Silver Glen Road
and west past Route 47 to Tower
Road.

Stony Creek East is included
In a section of land dubbed
“immediate growth area” and
Stony Creek West in "pressured
growth area,” according to one
map in Elgin’s dmft compre-
hensive plan.

Elgin's planning and devel-
opment commission on Mon-
day recommended the clty
council approve the compre-
hensive plan. The council is
expected to vote on it at cither
the Tan. 12 or 26 regular meet-
ings.
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Ratavia residents and millers Don

1848, there is a 500—ye§1r—lqld_Dutc_h.tr_adition tqrunning it

ironicle

“Just likenew

. : T - 7 AT ot‘lidnpho‘lnbya‘lyul.m
Arneson, leff, and Jim-Nies push a blade o start the Fabyan Windmill in Geneva. Although the mill was built in
that the Kane County Forest Preserve is trying to maintain. RS S

1n

d

Massive reconstruction project returns
n Windmill'to previous grandeur -1

s of change

Fabya

By PAUL DAILING
Kane Coimty Chronicle

't i more ¢rushing than abad re-

port card. It has more certury-old

parts than Joan Rivers. It blows in

. . the wind more than the answex, my -

‘friends. - o
* . And, like Tony Danza, it is wark-
. -ing for the first time in years. :
- The Fabyan Windmill restoration
was completed this summer, and
plans are under way to have it crush-
ing wheat into grain by'spring. -
~ Weatiier permitting, 1 2 volunteer
- " millers-in-training spend their
Saturdays learning to operate the
comiplex, wind-powerear
. ~Thewindmill datesto the 1850s
" and has been in the Fabyan Forest -

[

red machinery. *

Preserve on Roiite 25 since 1914.
- After extensive renovation, the sails
- were tuming again this summer,.
sofmething that had not happened in
0 years. A grand opening is'sched-
uled forthe spring. . - '
Fourth-generation windmill'
Auilder Lucas Verbij was contracted
- By the Kane Gounty Forest Preserve
 District to overseethe renovation. He'
said the §8-foot, five-story mill wasin
- poor conididon. © -+ R
“when I was thefe in 1997, the old

sail-;;tt:o(;kw.eresu’llthere,'}:nut\reryr . Cgs .

rotien, especially the main shaft to ] D >

. the windmill was very roiten and the - - SR S T T e W oricde photo by Katy Mul

sails cowld actually fall down any me- - Jjim Nies of Batavialooks at one of the gears in the Fabyan Windmill. The

ment” hesaid: " .+ gear moves as the wind moves the blades on the mill outside and gives
. See WINDMILL, page 4 the power necessary for grinding grdin into fiour. S




© Windmill

- Continued from page 1 .-

" Verbij also saidall eight - -
. Inain cant-posts were rotten. .
© ' “Byusingaspecial tech-
. nique, we opened the cant-
posts from the outside, cut
out all the rot-and reiriforced
them again with fiberglass,
new wood and epoxy,” he
- said. “This is a common
restoration way in Europe but
"pewintheUS"” - . - .
'+ This allowed the windmill
" “tokeep much of its original ,
-wood, some of which was cut
from the North Woods and
miight be 300 to 400 years old,
“said AnnMarie Fauske, direc-
tor of community affairs for . .
- the forestpreserve. :
“The timber as it was is
better than something you're '

" goingto find today,” she said.

The forest preserve spent
$916,020 ori the renovation,
whichincluded restoring the

‘cant-posts, two sill platesatop -

. the cant-posts, all the dooxs
and windows-and their
frames, Verbij said. The base-

-+ menthad to berestored and-

* waterproofed; the entire
‘windmill had to be painted,
the balcony needed new tim-
bers and new floors, the tower
and cap had to be reshingled,
" and those shingles needed -
<copper flashing. ..
- Also, anewwindshaft, a
new tail pole, iew wooden sail-
stocks and new shore beaims to
~cohnect the new tail pole to the
¢ap were installed. Verbij said
the majority.of work took a
year on site and six months for
- the restoration plan. - ’ T
- Verbij has built or restored
windmills in the United
States, Canada, Japanandin .
his native Netherlands. He

was impressed by the Fabyan

“Windmill, calling it “very
unique.” o
. “For him to say that was a
real eye opener,” Fauske said - -
She said that the mill has .
~‘aninternational flavor not
. found in many other mills.

°. . “We callittheFabyan: - -
Dutch Windinill, and Dutch
was a big influence, but there's’

-also alot of French, English =

and German influence on the

. millwright,” she said. -

* Roman numerals ador -
the windmill, marking where

. ‘separate partsjoin. This was
done so the workers, nomat- |
ter what language they spoke; .
:could see how the parts fit, '
'Fauske said. ‘

The mill was bujltby

‘Geérman craftsman Louis

Blackhaus between 1850 and

- 1860. It sat on Luis Reinke's

property by York Road near -

. Dak Brook until Col. George
‘Fabyan bought the mill from

Reinke's widow for approxi- -
mately $8,000. In 1914, Fabyan
moved the mill to his estate, -
Riverbank. Today, that site is
known as the Fabyan Forest
Preserve.. .. -

The windmill has been a

- * part of the memories of gener-

ations. : - -
“We've been trying to sort
out the lore associated with

the mill and what really hap-

pened there, Fauske said. -
Area residents have told

_ Fauske theirstoriesof
-smelling the bread Fabyan -

baked at the mill: Although

-the mill does have anoven,
Fauske said it had no openings
_ and was unworkable, ... .. -

Despite the renovation,
there are no plans to make -
bread now, eithe. . -

" “If we do make grain, we'll
probably just sell bags of it or

give it away as novelty items,”

Fauskesaid. - ‘
She said the final decisio
will be made by the Forest
Preserve Commission..
The dateofthegrand
opening has not been set, but
‘prébably will be in late May,

. Fauske said. The firial stage of

.. the project will be to complete
_ thelandscaping. Ball Feed Co. . |
inWest Chicago will donate an

- array of fiowers for the site, in-

" cluding the perfect display for

a Dutch-style‘windmill: tulips. '
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L e
‘darnaged

| -by oil splll

in Huntley

B’Y Lisa BALDE
pmzy Herald Staff Witer

" The mixture of oil and water:
_ that seeped out of the ground in’
- Huntley on Sunday did little.
" ‘damage to the Kishwaukee |-
" River, Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency officials sald )
.Monday
- An assessment of the river on- | !
Monday concluded ' “the-
' absorbent boons that Huntley
- .. firefighters set up after the spill. | -
had soaked up much of the'
liguid before it ledked into the -
 Kishwaukee, - IEPA spokés- .
woman Maggie Carson said.  ©
. ..Although a scummy residue |
can be seen in some spots, mast |
- of the petroleum sitting on top |-
of the river already had been
" cleared off. No animals were
hurt by the substance, which
- contained 10 percent oil.
Beétween 500 and 1,000 gal-
lons of an oil-based substance
- - flowed out of a manhole Sunday
-morning, near Kreutzer Road
and Route 47. The spill appar-
ently occurred when a
pétroteum-filled holding tank
overflowed, Carson said.” - .
- Sometime during the holiday
- weekend, the sprinkler system
mialfunctioned at Chicago Inter-
national Trucking, a truck
dealership on Route 47. ‘
The sprinklers flooded the
building with water, which’
drained into the underground | _
=  holding tanks the business used ]
~-< to store old petroleum. The
. tanks.overflowed with a mixture |
of oil and water that eventually
seeped out of a manhole on
, Chlcago International’s prop- |}
erty. 11
The owners of the busmess ’
hired a contractor to begin |:
cleaning the substance Monday.
The EPA will oversee ‘the
cleanup.. ‘
“It sounds like they're in
pretty good shape,” Carson said.
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Election board .
rejects challenge

| By Amy Fischer -r'ioth
Spgdal to the Tribune

After hearing from resl-
derits ‘who "alleged Aurora
mayoral candidate Johr Cun-
ningham dees notlive in town,
an - electoral board decided

‘| Monday that his name will re-

main on the Feb. 22 primary

. .| election ballot. -

The threc-member Munici-

-| pal Officers' Electoral Board
.| ruled in favor of Cunningham

/in the chaliénge to his nomi-
nating petitions made by Le-

| Grande Boulevard resident

Aurora hopeful stil
on mayoral ballot

Joan Horvath-Kriger, who
said Cunningham did not live
In the LeGrande home he

- OWnSs.

Cunningham, who is the -
Kane County clerk, testified

" he owns “extenisive property”

aleng the Nlinois-River in Se-
neca as well as a houseboat -
and a side-by-side trailer with -

sleeping reooms. He said that,.

since his divorce in 1989, he
has rented out his LeGrande
homebut always maintaineda
bédroom there. -

.. Cunningham said he. be-

lieves mayural candidate Tom
Welsner was behind the chal-
lerige and noted that Horvath.-
Kruger's husband, Brooke

PLEASE SEE AURORA, PAGE 4

AURORA:
Challengers
doubt man
lives in town

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Kruger, has volunteered for
Weisner's campaign.

In a prepared statement dls-'

tributed after the board’s find-
ings, Cunningham said, “I am
disappointed in Tom Weisner's
decision to use the family of a
campaign volunteer to try and

' take away the votersof Aurora’s

right to a free and fair election.”

In response, Welsner sald:
*I'm not surprised that Jack
would try to divert attention to-
ward me when in fact it was five
indignant neighborhood resi-

~ : dents, three of whom . don’t
. know me from Adam, who of-

- fered testimony to the fact that

Jack has been virtually absent
from the neighborhood for sev-
eral years.”

Fourth Ward Akd. Chuck Nel-
son testified Monday that al-
though he saw Cunningham
shoveling snow -on Christmas
Day at 218 LeGrande, he seldom
has seen him in the neighbor-
hood in the last several years.

Wendy Cornell, a LeGrande
resident since Aug. 1, 2603, testl-
fied that she has “never seen”
Cunningham at his address.
She said she has seen a young

© woman living in the home.

Horvath-Kruger also submit-
ted letters from three other Le-
Grande residents who wrote
that they rarely saw Cunning-
harm in the neighborhood.

Cunningham'’s attarney, John
Duggan, submitted a binder of

- documents he said showed Cun-

mingham has lived in the Le-

It was five indignant
neighberhood

residents . . . who
“offered testimony to the
Jact that Jack
[Cunningham] has been
virtually absent from the
neighborhood for several
years.” - :

—=Mayoral randidate Tom Welsner

Grande home since he bought it
in197. )

He produced copies of pay-
checks with the LeGrande ad-
dress and copies of Cunning-
haim's real estate tax bills, med-
ical bills, bank statements, util-
ity bills, Christmas cards and a
parking ticket.

The commission ruled that
“while there is evidence that
[Cunningham] has sacquired
other property, and may even
stay at such other property for-
extanded perlods of time, there-
cord is replete with evidence
that he considers the house at
218 LeGrande in Aurora as his
residence.”

About 30 people attended the
proceedings in the Aurora Elec-
Hon Commisston office.

Also, the electoral board de-
cided that the names of two al-
dermanic candidates, David
Marquez and Georgine “JilI”
Jenkins, wiil remain on the
April 5 general election ballot.

Marquez's opponent for Ward
3, Juany Garza, said Marquez
failed to designate the office he
was seeking on his nominating
DApers.

Jenkins' opponent for Ward 4,
Richard Lawrence, said Jen-
kins did not number her nomi-
nating papers correctly
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Cunningham
‘will stayon
mayor ballot =

® Challenge rejected: Board says evidence’

ample that his residence is in Aurora

By Dave Parro
STAFF WRITER

mayoral candidate
Jack
made an emotional ap-
peal Monday to keep

him off the ballot, but

she presented few

facts to prove Cun-
ningham doesn’t live
on the city’s West
Side.

The Jack of solid ev-
idence led the Aurora
Electoral Board to
rile against Joan Hor-
vath-Kruger's | chal-
lenge to Cunning-

Curningham |

ham's candidacy. The three-
member board heard argu-
ments Monday morning and
then issued a unanimous writ-

ten ruling in his favor.
Cunningham, the

Kane

County clerk, will remain on the
Feb. 22 primary election ballot
along with four other candi-
dates for mayor. The general

election will be held April 5.

(C“Wh_ile E'lere is evidence that
] unningham) has acquired

AURORA — A neighbor who  other property, and may even
challenged the residency of

G

stay at

such property for ex--
tended periods of time;

the record is repleté

with evidence that ke’

W considers the house at

218 LeGrande in Aure-

R/ ra as his residence,”

the electoral board
wrote. e

While Cunningham
refused to say how
often he actually stays
in Aurora, he showed
that his LeGrande
Boulevard home is his
primary  residence,
even though he has a

home and business in Seneca in
LaSalle County. . T

& Turn to MAYOR, A2
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u Councll candid.ates"'t.s't":r-
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- Neighbors question residency

Horvathr-Kruger, who has lived in
the 200 block of LeGrande for 16
¢ars, testified that Cunningham
asn't been seen around the neigh-
borheod for years, She called two
witnesses wha live on the block, in-
cluding Aurora Alderman Chuck
Nelson, who also said they have
rarely, if ever, sees Cunningham
around.

Twao_other residents sent letters
questioning his residency.

] noticed that the only time }
would ever see him or his car on the
block was shortly before or after an
election he was involved in,” wrote
resident Shari Weakman, referring
to Cunningham's previous runs for
public office.

Cunningham and his attorney

responded by presenting an

avalanche of documents that
showed the candidate has been a
resident at the home since 1971,
Some of the evidence included
voter registration, driver’s license,
vehicle registration, house deed, tax
bills, income tax statements, Social
Security documents, medical and
utility bills, and previous
rominating petitions.

Cunningham admitted he has
rented out the house for years, most
recently at §1,200 a month, but he
said it has always also been his
primary residence. He said he does
not always stay there, however, and
spends time at his houseboat in the
marina he owns along the Nlinos
River in Seneca.

The burden of proof in the
challenge fell on Horvath-Kruger,
who said from the start that

" Cunningham might legally reside

in Aurora. Her challenge was
based largely on anecdotal
evidence and the feeling among
neighbors that Cunningham is not
a true resident.

“There i5 a legal definition of
residency that Mr. Cunningham
would like to prove,” she said.
“Then there is the definition of
someone actually living in the
house. We are looking at two
different definitions of residency.”

Weisner ties

- John Duggan, Cunningham's
attorney, portrayed Horvath-
Kruger as asupporter of one of his
opponents who was miotivated by

-

political allegiance; Horvath-

" Kruger has publicly supported

candidate Tom Weisner in the past,
and her husbapnd.has done
volunteer computer consulting
work for Weisner’s campaign.
Horvath-Kruger tried to avoid
questions about her support of
Weisner, saying it is “irrelevant,”
but the commission insisted she
answer the questions. She
admitted that she had signed
election petitions for Cunningham
when he ran for other offices in
recent years and only recently
became concerned about his
residency. .
Cunningham accused Weisner
of secretly backing the challenge
and said he was disappointed that
his opponent “didn't have the
courage to file the complaint

4l "think she was used
politically,” Cunningham said. *..1 ~
think Tom’s (Weisner) footprints
and fingerprints were all over this.”

Weisner said the challenge
actuzlly came from "five irate
neighbors who gave testimony that
Jack has been virtually absent from
the neighborhood for several

ars.

“What Jack proved today is that
he's a smart enough lawyer to
create a paper trail to satisfy the
concept of legal residency, which’
apparently has nothing in cominon
with actually living somewhere,”

' Weisnher said.

Determining factors

In its ruling, the electoral board
said two elements are important in
determining restdency: intent and
physical presence. Intent is the
most important and is determined
by facts that support residency,
such as where mail is received and
tax returns filed, the decision said.

Physical presence “is simply a
presence in the electoral district,”
the hoard wrote.

“A person does not need to
reside at one address within the
district, but can switch from house
to house as he feels is appropriate
... " the decision reads in part.
“Moreover, a candidate does not
need to spend all of his or her time
in the disteict and may, of course,
own, other property and spend time
there so long as the residency is
maintained in the district.”

Horvath-Kruger originally also
challenged some of Cunningham's
election petition signatures, but
she withdrew that part of her
complaint Monday.
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|legal news
| outside of
courtroom

By DAN CAMPANA’
Kane County Chronicle

The state’s attorney served a
"fouf-month suspension. . -
. Then, -county: officials - ap-.
pointed a temporary state’s attor-
ney. . S
Finally, voters elected-a new
. state’s attorney. | pu
Kane County |
residents did not
have to lock too '§
hard to see that
local legal news
in 2004 was not |
limited: to the
| courtroom.
‘ In-November,
Republican John
Barsanti became
the county’s top
prosecuter. by
handily defeating
Democratic can-
didate  Renee .
Robinson. He J
succeeded em-
battled former
State’s Attorney
Meg - Gorecld, -
who did not seek
re-election.

Barsanti

With her law license sus-
pended from Feb. 1 to June 1,
Gorecki sat ort the sidelines as the
state's attorney’s office moved for-
ward under the leadership of

Assistant State’s Attorney,
Katherine Moran. w
“Overall, all the transitions-
went well,” Assistant State’ss
Attorney Jody Gleason said. “It re:7;
ally did not affect cur work.”

A

. See LEGAL, page 2
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| Year sees '

Legal

Continued from page 1
During Gorecids absence,

the office gamered murder con-

victions against Joshua Minnit,

David Reitzand JohnNuckles,as

well as a sex abuse conwviction

gainst former prest Mark -

a
Campobelio for criminal sexual
abuse,
Carnpobello, 39, pleaded
e ullty in May

fore tdal. He
is serving an
. eight-year
sentence at
Iilinois River
* Correctional
Center in
' Canton.

i

)

C_a!npohello _ two el
lavesliits filed by his two victims.

Gleason, who prosecuted
Campobello, sald the case was

jmportant from alegaland com--

munity standpoint
Also in May, a judge found
41-year-old Nuckles guilty. of
i g mundering a

ment at an
Aurora cami-
val where the

Nuckies  Nuckles was
. sentenced to

Yearsin prison.
Reitz, 28, pleaded guilty dur-
T ing the mid-

dle of his
Apil wial for
shooting to
death an
Aurora man
outside a
NorthAurora
restaurant
- R neardy a year
Reitz

Reitz. received a 15-year prison
term. :

MEnniti, whowais 15in 2001
when he. beat to death Irma
7 Braun inside
% her furora
township

to askajudge
to reconsider the 79-yeat prison
* sentence handed down Now: 30,
which also was Goreckis final
dayin office. ,
The county has two O0going
death penalty cases, with Vivian
Wtchell awaiting the sentencing

shortly be- .

He now

phase and Joseph Foreman Jr
stillin the earty stages of his case.
Mitchell was found guilty
butl insane last month in
the 2003 killing ofaWest Thmdee
- woman. She

{ [Etims to
cowt on

B post-trial -

f motionsJan
28.
Gorecki

announced

in July-that

i prosecutors

would seek

the death

Mitchell

inst Foreman, who

penalty

stands accused of kidnapping

and rmurdering his former

mother-in-lawn April )
Foreman was

3 B vestigators
Foreman  from 10 po-
. lice agencies.
* ‘That same day, policefound
Linda Duchaine’s bodyinsidean
abandoned fammhouse on
Daubermman Road south of
Flburn near Interstate B8, He is
scheduled for a Jan, 27 hearing.
Foreman likely willnotgo to trial
untiinextyear. -

Among notable non-violent
crimes in 2004, prosect{ors ne-
gotiated guilty pleas with two
people charged with delivering
ecstasy to a Genevanail saton in
M

arch.

Within three weeks of each
other, Phuong Huynh, 34, end
Huang Hoaciph, 28, each
pleaded guilty to delivery of a
conirofled substance.

Huynh received 13 years in
prison, while Hoaciph is serving
a10-yearterm forbringing more
than 4,000 ecstasy pills to Dinois

State police raided DJS

. “Tavernin Maple Parkon May 28

afier investigating alleged

diliegal -
i or -more than 13

months atthe Main Sfreetbar. -

As a tesult, 13 people —in-
cluding Village ‘President Mark
Delaney and Folice Chief
Chester Mortis— were charged
with gambling conspiracy

Deelaney and Morxis also are.

charged with official miscon-
duct, while bar owner David
Weeks and bar manager
Michael Faber have been ac-

cused of unning a bookmaking.

- pperation.

s year neared its close, the
state's attorney was on pace to
file an equal number of felony
cases as in 2003, Last year, 2,556
new felomy charges were fled.

\ s T T

)
|
H
N
}

e A



T 2y5idal 5] prooas agy aumm

DIUIPIFAl B SUMO 1] PrES UTRGEUTUON)  SIY UFAq Sty PAJH IPURIDIT

jerp e swmjounonme ageads  Buwesy s Buumg g1z PpEs  umeySurim) 30 spowrad pepuEpeE 10§ A1
® pasds o) uostad & sxmba B5moY wrew  -doxd 1o —%nw e Avjs TIAD
10U S0P ME] 9U] PIES ays MIUEIEEnoq Ap asnessqmo  -xd Arensgeg owp W 107 ajoa  Aewrpue fpadaid 1eno pammb

: JApromennodaroy  pasows AQUasal SUOSQID o) [IMIYSOUMMOUY 0T SICPIYS DB SBY uwpuodsar aap Y
Ae1s D) JUaO] mofk puR aou?  pies wreydurmmy Mooq suoyd  pres MEND{-RAICH MAASMOH  -20UIPIAR §] BIEM A[TUM,
-saad eopsAyd mod, st Aouep | 9up U ‘pald 9pURID 2T Brz  UBEAWD) SIUSpM 10f Sp0M . . SSIp
-S|l SarmupstoDd Jegm T I FE Palsy 5] SsaIppe STOsqID ‘Djoodg puegsniy I8y el -pECIRd) 3B uonduroe pesls
[exauas a1y pres nosradsayods Ay ST PUR UOSQIO W Bu  pue ofem rgyuogpad SURRD]  -5110Y B SWIE 3Y pue ssamppe
STIORIATH JO PICOg S3EIG SOUI PR 'sreak s 1aan ajdosd  -UION SISUSM Paldis oS P JEL GIST] LIMYad Xe] ST ¢
21 Y uemoomsaods ¥ snopres 0} asnoy sty pajuar  ‘Bupesy sAepuopy1e jussad  ApURISYT AR PlOY UOK

. TUOMIIEPAEP  Seq 8Y Pes WRUAUTUUND PAId  5BM oM 333NDI-eAloH . IPRAA PUR 3SUIIN SI2AUP ST
-osuod ot Bupatard Ipak  SpUEI)I] 1 EE SSAIPPE ST IST . . “parEss Buju alp ngwmauﬁ A1 12 204
guo 10j jwesardar dom Ayped  *preo uopensfBarisosdumed  JAEAfsAud alm Taaq OSESEY 0} parsisat S UIBYSUTUIT)
SOOI SU T aAY| 1STIU FAJEP  JUEY SMY SIIPNPLU ‘MEIWNI0P | PUE I WON USTMO0OPIUR) I8 PI[TU TOISSTUIOD 3L
-IpieD ‘SUORDS[H JOPIEOE S1ElS  STIopEA Jel) Supmeay] SAEpUo  -IodUN pafy ‘13Tl [rEU PAARR ‘pres weding
‘SOUIML oW Aq opm3 sweprp Summp  pagpse 9 -dl ‘o] Wog PAN0A LVEF AT UOmEAgOW doq S JEqL .
-Ue0 §OpZ S 01 SuTpIcoTyY @ sEqpuUBIMIApRAYSIY SR RIOMy  1ausiam Bugtodddng sTaus,
’ BISUIS T IAAT] SIOUNIA  AJoas a3t dasjs jou 5e0p 9y U] SPURIDIT BIF 1 AWy -

2uole UL B U} JROGISNOY  INg 'T26T 30UIS AJUADiseT (ufa]  aUp SISpISU0D Ay TRI) IDUIPI 1 @8ed woJj panuguod |

QouspIsal Je Juads s AJ1dads J0U S30P 3@.1_,,"__..@_0%

I
Azl

5 - TR
Sy pue 3agid 0y 31, Avepipded sty 03

(o, 31 parm

Kepuoly par

TOISSTUIIOY)

“Joketm
: [e8a suts <suﬁ
o1 UG [GOUIS D) Uam PUE PIsTeI sem ST SS3IpPR (B SUIEYEUTUUND LD
. . Bl bup 30ie poseapl GwaITS §19) Aiomop SUeH{Cs VHORNY ¢
' paredoid e uj-pres wreyduruuny , ox : e L
argua 41 BIGTIY 11 PAAT], 2ABY-L, oloueIyD Ayncy ey

ST st qag ATemud [e1ake dem WAIATHOS WOLpue

‘o Gosiod s PSRRI UORD9[g  eromy:
Ev ﬂﬁsc CNE _M- nw».ﬁmwcusﬁua.w,—u_wummm I0) Ul wed 3y PuEy

" -ong ¥ o] Aemath sreop Buna Ay L . ddONTEHOOMTAL
T _
uuuny) SADS UOISSTUIO))




__ FACES
: 0f2004

This 15 the 11th i, an ongoing seri 5 e-
‘ JOING Seriss of storiesre-
visiting some of the Fox Valley's people — anze
isstues — twho made headlines through 2004,

Campaign,
war put vets
in forefont =

1-29-04

By Steve.Lo ; :
el BECICON MU

fo:jlgzt?re are years Fo remember, and years to
Nobody knows more about those ids
the American consciousness than ﬂ]ﬁ:%?ﬂ?xs'y"g
veterans. Sometimes remembered, but oft times
forgotten, veterans enjoyed a year in the spotlight
in 2004. This time, it was 2 year to remember. -
It could be that as the war in Irag produ.ééd
- Inore veterans — returning and not returning —
Americans became more acutely aware of those
who fought, carmie home and died in past confficts,
" It could be that Americans watched closely as
de,ments of war accomplishments were debat-
ed as part of the grueling presidential race, even
among veterans themselves. It could be'that -
. Some of the plaintive cries from veterans about

4 Turn to FACES, A2 "

_ be in the memorial,

il i P bl il
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HEE 3

RAPHER

HOTOQ

John Carr, Kane County veterans assistance commilssioner, at the Fox Val-
ley Veterans Monument that was built largely because of his own research

and dedication.

FACES

Ij"rar’n page Al

Washington short-changing hespital
and other benefits funding for former
nembers of the military — particular-
ly in Tinois — were finally heard.
“Like anything else, when some-
thing is in the forefront, it gets more

_ attention,” said John Carr, Kane.

County veterans affairs admindstrator.
“Acitfades away, it gets less attention.
Tt yes, ] thinl it has beea in the fore-
front this year.” ) :
The soft-spoken, salt and pepper-
bearded Carr, himself a Vietnam War
yeteran, was one of the reasons that
2004 wasg 2 big year for Kane County’s
29,000 military veterans. His seven-
year quest came to frujtion with the
Nov. 11 dedication of the Kane Coun-
ty Veterans Memorial on the front
lawn of the Government Center in
Geneva.
Carr conceptualized what should
esearched the
detailed historical facts included
throughout, and developed, checked

and rechecked the 866 names of -

those from Kane County whe fought

and died in the couniry’s 20th-century

conflicts.

By the Veterans Day dedication, -
- Carr was happy, satisfied and re--

lieved, And even though it appears he
plready will have to make reom for

veterans whose names were inadver-

tently left off the monument— a pos-

sibility Carr prepared for—hesaidhe

has been nothing but happy with the
reaction to the memorial from Kane

. County residents,

“We got a lot of nice comsitents,

rice letters, that were very gratifying,” -
Carr said. “Many people were sur- -
- -prised and pleased at the strong edu
_ cational component that the monu-
" menthas.” T .

" Politics and veterans

Rut that was not the only monw-

. mental recognition Kane County vets”
* gotduring 2004, The year started with

natienz] recognition for Batavia's Vet-

erans of Foreign Wars Post 1197 for -

the work they've done putting togeth-
er care packages to send to soldiers in

4 .

The post's basement bar and ban-
quet hall was lost to the national tele-
vision cameras of the ABC television
netwark during the Jan. 20 State of
the Union Address by President
firnroe Rugh, The are nackages at-

tracted ABC to Batavia's VFW, and

. pest members welcomed the recogni

tion as a way of raising money for
more care packages. ]
Qne of the issues Batavia veterans
talkked about during that evening was
Washington's cutbacks in funding for
veterans hospitals and benefits. .
Although they did not get the men-
tion by Bush they had hoped for, by
the end of the year, that issue got
more attention, thanks to work by the
Chicago Sun-Tires. The newspaper
analyzed federal records and showed

“that Dlinois veterans on average re-

ceived $6,802 in benefits in 2003,
which putthem at 50th place out of 52

-states and tetritories in the average

amotnt of disability pay. oo
Mot oaly did that get the attention
of the federal Veterans Administra:
tion, it also atiracted House Speaker
Dennis Hastert, R-Yorkville, who said

 he wants a VA study that would show

why disability pay varies so much
from state to state and recommend a
systern that is more equitable.

iNéw’ Revoiutionary War vet '

“There even was same attention fo-
cused in 2004 on the wars of Ameti

* ca's far past, back ta the very first con-

flict, the American Revolution. Ry
Researchers discovered that John
Gowdy, who moved to Batavia in the
early 18505 and died just a few years -
]%mr, had fought in the Revolutionary

ar, -

Gowdy was buried in the East .
Batavia Cemetery. He became the
fourth known Revolutionary War vet-
etan buried in Kane County.

- Batavians and Kane County histoty -
buffs paid tribute to Gowdy ina ceme-
tery ceremony over the Fourth of

Tuy.
Monument for the future

. §till, 2004 was more a year for liv-
ing veterans, and perhaps for veter-

* ans in the future. The Kanc County
_ Veterans Memorial not only honors .

those wha served in the past, bat
provides information to keep alive’
their memory in the future. :
That hit home to Carr, who al-
ready has been able to lean out his
window and witness four different
Cub Scout packs visit the new
memorial. He insisted on the edu-
cation component for them. :
. “Jt's for the youth coming be-
hind, so they will understand and |
remember,” said CarT. “It's gratify-
ing ... it's a little overwhelming
sometimes.” )
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| starts for [-88 stores

By David Garbe .
STAFF WRITER

NORTHAURORA ATarget, :

" a KohVl's and a strip-mall's worth
of smaller retailers could pop up
in North Aurora as early as the
summer of 2006,

The public got its first preview
| _ of what officials hope will be the

" village’s largest single commer-
cial development Tuesday mght

ata special meetmg plan commis-

7 sion.

Commissioners recommended '

 the village proceed with the zon-

ing the 323-acre site for business.

"use, the first official step in the de-
velopment process,
The site stretches along the
northern side of Interstate 88§,

from Randall Road in the east to.
the rear of the North Aurora Auto :

Mall in the west.
Proposed by the Hoffman Es-

tates-based Rubloff Development

‘ Group, the property will be built

out in two phases, with the first

|. shopping center going up.on the
western half.

Companies coxmmtted to open '

“in the wéstern section project in-
“clude Target, Kohl’s, TJ Maxx,
Michael’s Arts and Crafts, Pier 1
Imports and Famous Footwear,
as well as a pet supply store and
-an office supply store. -
Rubloff is still looking for a

“big-box” retailer to anchor the-

eastern half of the property.

* Tentative plans for that easterti
site include five acres that will be' '
set asnde for purchase by the

_ lage, which has been pondermg

the construcétion of a new village?
hall and police station for several”
years. :
_Any discussion of that woulcf -
have to wait until a meeting of the*
village board, said acting maycr
Max Herwig.

- But plan commissioners dld,
confirm that a draft agreement:
between the village and the devel-
oper calls for the village to pay fér
the five acres with sales taxes that
will be generated by the shoppmg
mall. .

‘Rubloff representatwes esti
mated that the mall will generate

~$3 million in sales taxes for the-

village annually, plus several huﬁa :
dred thousand dollars in propertx )
taxes. .

All of the building on the site®
will be confined to the southerfll
portion of the property, overlook:;
ing the tollway. v %

More than 100 acres-along. thE" .
northern edge of the site will b
used as wetlands and stonnwater;‘, _
retention areas. o8

That arrangement will reqmt’e-' !
a major resculpting of the land-~

‘scape, because a wetland of about® -

100 acres runs diagonally across y
the entire property Ty

. R .
iy

“eih .
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Daily Herald Correspondent

. North Aufora plan ¢orimis-
sion members recommended,
with suggestions; the Rubloff
development at a special public

" hearing on Tuesday night. *

The commission approved an |

ordinance to allow the Commer-

- c¢ial - and’ residential

development of a nearly 330-

‘acre site on the western side of
the rectangular-shaped parcel |-

that Tuns along the Reagan

. Memorial Tollway bétween '

Orchard and Randall roads.
The development . would

bring major retailers Kohl's and.

Target to the area.

“The Rubloff proposal will

i likely come before the village

vl

board in late January for consid-
eration. - R

* “QOur hope is that Target, and

Kohl's. and additional users will

be attracted to it,” said Bob’

. Brownson of Rubloff and Asso-.
ciates. . o
_ The development would have

. "about 55 acres of residential

development the eastern side,
near Randall Road, if jt cannot
find a large retailer. B

RS § approved by the village
board, the miked-use develop-

. ment  would include

commercial use, a new village
hall, high-rent apartments and
townhouses and a 10-acre park.-

Access for the development |

‘would come through an exten-
sion of Orchard Gateway
through the development to

connect at the Ice-Cream Drive

and Randall Road.

Commission members said"
" they would want the develop-

. ment bring additional tax
revenue to North Aurora and
‘enhance property values. -

'If the Rubloff development is
approved by the village board, it
is expected that Target and
Kohl's will open their doors in
summer 2006. :
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|official recalled for service

BY Lisa SMITH
Daily Hevald Staff Witer

‘A public servant for more

than 40 years, Alwin Rottmann

was determined to pass along - bES®
to-his.children his belief in’ [xpg

giving back to the community.
The 77-year-old Campton

Township resident' was a
member of the township’s-open
space committee and plan:

commission until last year and -

remained active-in the real
-| estate appraisal company he
founded many years ago.

But he als¢ had been battling

pancreatic cancer for the past
year. Rottmann died in his
-| home on Christmas Eve from
+ | cancer-related complications.

- The people he worked with

in Campton Township.valued -

Rottmann’s commitment to the
.| community and his knowledge
| of real estate. .- . - L
“Sometimes he knew that we
“€ould have paid a little bit more
(for land).-He had a real good

sense of that,” said Judy Hines,

chairwoman of the township's
‘| open space committee. “He
had a good sense of making
| people look at all sides of an
issue rather than asking simply,
| did you like the land and was
‘the price right. He took into
account location and which

‘Atwin
.Rottman_n- .

“influence on his career path.

roads  were
connected.” .
Hines said

Rottmann, who
! also was - a
Campton

‘precinct com-
) -Initteeman,’
"-“Sometimes he could almost
be a curmudgeon,”. Hineés
joked. “Butin a good way." .

Of his four children, it is -
Rottmann’s son Alan who per--

haps most closely followed in
his footsteps. Alan Rottmann,
Campton Township's assessor,
called his father the strongest

- “He always felt like if you're
going to live in a community

you should always give back to .
.that ' ‘commuiity,”
‘Rottmann said. - .

Alan

. Before moving to Campton
Township with his wife; Patri-
cia, in 1987, Alwin served in
the 1960s and 1970s on the

-plan commission in the village
‘of Lombard. As the commis-
sion’s chairman; he helped
~ shape the western subib into

the community it is today, Alan
said. o L
There he also served ds pres-
ident of the Lombard Young

g she enjoyed
working with

Township

: 'Rép'ublica'ns; He also foﬁhded '
the Lombard Track Club.and =

ran several marathons, .

An Army veteran-who served
in Germany in World War II,
Rottmann also was a-military
history ‘buff. He especially
enjoyed learning about the
CivilWar.. =~ :

*“Besides my mother, military -
. higtory was the big love of his

life,” Alan said. “He and my

.mom visited probably every

Civil War sité in the United
States, He's %ot a military histo-
ry book collection that num- .

‘bers in the thousands.” . .

-In addition to his wife of 54
years and .son Alan, Rottnann

is survived by two other sons, .
" Bdward ‘of Wheaton and

Thomas of Lombard; a daugh- =~

-ter, Carol Hebda of Lombard;
four grandchildren; and a -

brother, Richard of New Jersey.

. A memorial service will be - .

held at 10 a.m. toéday at St.
Mark’s Lutheran Church, 101 S.
Sixth Ave., St. Charlés. Inter-

‘ment will be private. In lieu of-

flowers, memorials may be

-made to St. Mark’s Lutheran

Church or to the American

- Cancer Society, 17 N. River St.,

Batavia, II. 60510. ‘

. Arrangements were provided
by Yurs Funeral Home of St.
Charles. - " :
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B tax-mcrease
vote for semors

By Lisa SMITH
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Deciding the fate of senior
services in Kane County will
have to wait a year.

Voters won't be asked to sup-
port a 2.5-cent tax to fund
health and other quality-of-life
services for seniors until 2006 at
| the earliest, the county board's
..| public health commmee said

| Tuesday.

Committee members were
concerned that if the measure

were placed on the April §

from the Kane County Forest -;
Preserve District’s open space :
initiative.

“Political winds change," sald
Gerald Jones, an Aurora Democ- !
rat and committee chairman. I,
“Probably the best opportunity
for the forest preserve referen- 1
dum is in April. ... I don't feel it's:'
a good idea for (the senior ser- -
vices) initiative.-to be on t_he .
same ballot” . o

As proposed 7the senior ser-"}
vices incréase of 2.5 cents per |
$100 equalized assessed valua- 5

See TAX on PAGE 11 ; {

D SECTION 1 PAGE 11

ballot, it might take votes away

F =

Tax: County to study

F3

how others serve senlors

Continued from Fage 1

tion would cost the owner of a
$300,000 home an additional
$24.12 annually in taxes and
would generate an estimated
$2.5 million if approved.

‘The money would be used to

fund health care, medication, .

affordable housing, home
repairs, job training, meals,
health management counseling,
protective services and trans-
portation to activities, shopping
centers and medical appomt-
ments.

Those services were among

-the needs seniors expressed in a

survey conducted eatlier this

year by the Kane County Health
Department, the agency that
would manage ‘the funds col-
lected from the tax in addition
to providing basic health ser-
vices. The health department
would name private agencies to
administer some of the other
social service programs.

'With the 55-and-over popula-
ton expected to double by 2020,
the services will become more

-and more important, said Bette

Schoenholtz, executive director
of the Senior Services Associ-
ates. She has been pushing the
issue for about a year,

“I think we have a strong
case,” Schoenholtz said. “We

would be able to sell it to get it
on the ballot.”

Jones asked Schoenholtz to
provide more details on how
other counties, including
McHenry County, have admin-
istered programs through
increased taxes. He also sug-
gested Schoenholtz lobby state
and federal representatives in -
addition to county officials.

“It's not part of our national
agenda and it should be,” Jones
said.

Details of the open space tax
rate increase proposal are likely
to be finalized at the January
forest preserve commission
meeting. -
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By PAUL DAILING
Kane County Ch:orucle "

Kane County Board jail tour
— Take Two.

The Kane Cbﬁnty Board will-
tour the county jail Thursday. A

tour was scheduled Dec. 8 to

give the seven new board

members perspective on over-
crowding and poor conditions
at the 400-bed jail at 777 E.
Fabyan Parkway in Gengva.
The board plans to construct a
new 600-bed facility.

But none of the new mem-
bers showed up for the tour.

“This is to give-a second op-
portunity for board members
to participate,” said Chairman
Karen McConnaughay.

McConnaughay said three
members, Linda Holmes, D-
Aurora; Tom Van Cleave, R-
Batavia, and Bonnie Lee
Kunkel, D-Aurora, told her of
pre-existing conflicts before the
Dec. 8 tour. ,

Van Cleave said he already

Countyaboard ]la'li

rescheduled for. Thursday

had seen the jail. He arranged a
tour'in January 2003 durmg his
candidacy, -

“It was a real eye-opening

experience of an overcrowded -
jail, a dﬂapldated jail,” he said. -

- Holmes
said she had
not been in-
formed- of
Thursday's
tour, but
plans to at-
tend.  She
said she con-
siders seeing
the jail im-
portant, but

McConnaughay

not imperaﬁve

. “From everything TI've
heard, the coriditions there are
supposed to be abysmal,” she
said. “It's almost a matter of do I
need to go and look at it my-
selfz”

Michael Kenyon, R-South
Elgin, said he could not gé to
the Dec. 8 tour because of a
Farm Bureau Board meeting in

-~

'tour

Chicago.

“I've never been in the jail,”
he said. “T guess all you see is
what you see on TV."

- McConnaughay said the
tour will give the jail issue more
relevance to the new members,

“When you have hands-on
experience of an issue, it
heightens your awareness, it
gives you a better sense of the
issue,” McConnaughay said.

Mé¢Connaughay said she
has been informed of one new

-member who cannot attend

Thursday’s tour, Mark Davoust,
R-St. Charles.
Davoust is out of the coun-

“In a situation like this, you
may never get perfect atten-
dance,” she said,

McConnaughay said hav-
ing a majority of the seven new
members attend will make the
event a success.

“1 certainly hope we won't
have to reschedule this for a
third time," she said.
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Attorney Julio Valdez p_repares'fur a trial in the law library at the Kane County Judicial Center in St. C_harles. The library is open to the public. -

Law Iibral_g g!fers knowledge with a smile

_x28=(

b welo, -

Library now in Kane Coum}i Judicial Center

By DAN CAMPANA
Kane County Chronicle

ST. CHARLES — Walk in the

Kane County Law Library's door for

the first time and a smiling face
will greet you from behind the
counter. ’

Walk in that same door for the
10th or 100th time and you will be
met with the same welcoming
smile.

For the }ast five years, library
director Halle Mikyska and librar-
ian NancyLee Browne have been
the sources of those smiles.

Their main goal: Provide infor-
mation in a comfortable atmos-
phere to the divgrse community

" they serve — a community that
i ranges from high-priced attomeys
to the poor. R ’

“Certain personalities are |
drawn to ¢ertain professions,” said
Mikyska, who has been with the li-
brary for 11 years. “We enjoy help-
ing people.” -

1 Knowing the courthouse scares

mnany people entering its doors,

Browne offers a “friendly” interro-

ﬁation to better understand how to
elp someone. -

She describes the technique as
“giving comfort by giving knowl-
edge” T

Residing only a few steps away
from arguably the busiest court-
roam, traffic court, inside the Kane
County Judicial Center, the law li-
bracy serves as an oasis to its vari- -
ety of visitors. .

Thousands of pages fill the li-
bracy's shelves — everything from
historic U.S. Supreme Court cases
to achildren’s book of Abraham
Lincoln jokes.

Answers to legal questions
come in many shapes and sizes,
from skinny pamphlets explaining
the basic rights a person has in
court (o seemingly ancient books
detailing historical rulings by the .
1.5, Supreme Court.

Though they cannot offer legal
advice, Mikyska and Browne do
provide direction to patrons for

finding the information they need.
Nearly 60 percent of all questions
answered in 2004 came from peo-
ple who are not attomeys.
Questions primarily focus on
family law, ordinance violations
and Jandlord-teénant issues,
Browne said. _
Attorneys have more specific
requests, such as finding case law
orrecent legislative decistons that’

- _affect the legat worid. Despite the

sometimes demanding nature of

‘lawyers, Mikyska said the library

has-a “wonderful group of attor-
neys” who regularly visit.

“The library's theme doesn't
limit itself to just big, old, dusty
books written in the seemingly for-
eign language of the law. You can
find a handful of fictional court
and crime novels and even a copy

" of the movie "My Cousin Vinny.”

The library; which joins more
than 300 other libraries in the
DuPage Library System, appeals to

_ ‘children as well, with the annual

storytelling event that features a
Kane County judge reading to kids.

Mikyska even has talked about
bringing in board games as a fun
alternative for those passing time
in the library.

Chroricle. phatn by Joha Kavotrls

“Nancy and I are conélanﬂy

. making mental notes,” she said of -

the inspiration for improvements.
“Much of it is unique to itself,”

" Court Administrator Douglas

Naughton said of library’s features.
He credits the work of Browne

* and Mikyska, as well as their per-

sonalities, for the library’s atmos- -
phere. o

“They like coming to work,”
Nanghton said.

-Me]issawﬂ]iams._wﬁoworks as m

a domestic violence legal advocate
at the Judicial Center, compli- .
mented the staff and the variety of
resources offeréd by the library.

“They're very nice and very
helpful,” Williams said, as she
worked ort a report for an Aurora
University class.

Naughton said the current li-- -3
brary is a major improvement over
its cramped predecessor in the old -
Kane County Courthouse that had

little room for anyone or anything.

“Tt was not public-friendly,”
Naughton said of the big rolling
shelves and a space that could not
hold mote than seven peopleata - -
time. o

See LIBRARY, page 2

i =g - Chief Judge's Office, comes
lel‘al‘y from $13 Hiing fees in civil
. . cases, donations, rmoney
Continued from page 1 raised from selling books
anéihservice fees t'ctn_r things
During the designing - such as copies or faxes.
stages for%.he udici%?gemer, 3 On ﬁlingt’ecs alone, the
- whith opened in 1993, offi- Library received nearly :
cials brought in a profes- $144,000 in 2003, They were .
sipnal librarian who speci- raised by $3 this year aftera -
fed the types of lightingand four-year aEEhl inthe leglsla- :
amount of space to help ture. It marked the first fee
make the library aestheti- increase since 1992, -
callyand functionally pleas- As for the future, Mikyska -
ing. ) - said she hopes to imprave
Funding for the library, - technology enthancingsoft-
which is overseen bythe ware and ad computers.

| TR
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‘on ballot

= April vote on open space: -'

‘Board says decision to fund

‘services can wait until 2006

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — A referendum to create a tax to

_County will be delayed until 2006. :
Kane County Board officials Tuesday con-
firmed they do not want to put the seniors tax
proposal, asking for 2.5 cents for each $100 of
assessed value, on the April ballot because they
already plan to put on a Forest Preserve District
teferendum to pay for more open space.

“This is probably the best opportunity for the
Forest Preserve to go for expansion of open
lands,” board member Gerry J ones, D-Aufrora,
told organizers of the senior referendurm. “The
political climate is such that we don't feelitis a
good idea for your initiative to be.on the ballot.”

Jones made his comments as chairman of the
board’s Public Health Committee. The senior
services ballot question has been at the Public
Health Committee level for more than a year.

Backers of the seniors referendum appeared
before the committee Tuesday in hopes of get-
ting the measure off the table and before the full
County Board by January, in time to put the
guestion on the April baliot.

“While county officials have been discussing
another bpen space referendum on and off, it
had not been mentioned in any official way until
Tuesday. In 1998, vaters supported a 570 mil-

 lion open space referendum which allowed the
Forest Preserve district to aggressively buy
land that might have been swallowed up by de-
velopment. Officials are hoping to pass another-

4 Turn to SENIORS, AZ -

t

: !
provide services for senior citizens in Kane Y, -

4

From pagé Al

referendum to continte that kind

_ of acquisition program.

‘Needs’ survey _
Bette Schoenholtz, director of
Senior Services Associates, asked
committee members to consider
backing the senior citizen
referendum for April, even though
she already knew the answer.
While she said she understood

. the county’s situation with the open -

space referendum, she said the
county’s own Serior Services needs

assessment, which the Health °

Department administered, “showed
there was a need” for the increased
funding. - N

She said that need will only
become greater, as the population
of more than 46,000 residents i

Kane who are over age 60 is’
expected to increase 39 percent by

2010 and 86 percent by 2020,
according to the 2000 census.

“The whole reason we came to
you is because of this exploding

* senior popull'a'tion_,” Schoenholtz

L

said. _
Seliing seniors’ issue
Senior services officials have said
the 2.5-cent tax would raise about
$2.5 million to help fund services
fhat oncé were funded by state and
federal sources. Many of those
services have been cut in the past
few years.- . :
But Jones said County Board

‘members right now believe as

much effort should be spent

lobbying state and federal officials '

to restore that funding. o
“This should be a state and

' national issue,” Jones said. “They've '

dropped the ball on this” . .
Jones also said County Board

members need more ¢oncrete

details of how the $2.5 million.
would be dispersed. Bécause the -
earliest the senior referendum

‘could be put on the ballot would be

in 2006, Jones said that gives-

‘organizers plenty of time to plead

their case. .
“This not only gives you a chance
to sell your case to the board
members, but to the public as weli,”
Jones said. ' ‘
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- Chrenicle

B-20-04

The bott(jm f)f the mailbag

These don't look like letters to Santa...

MAIL: Why are you so down on Tom
Van Cleave? Just because he's been elected
to the county board doesn't mean he -
should give up his position on the Batavia
school board. Instead of criticizing him,
you should praise his public spirit. I think
as long as Tom has the desire to serve {and
the voter support), he should be allowed
to hold any office he wants.

BILL PAGE: OK, but I'm drawing the
ling at Miss Congeniality.

L3 X .

MAIL: Mr. Page, before you slammed
the seven new members of the Kane

- County Board for not taking a tour of the
jail, you should have asked each of them
why they were absent. You would have
found that these are busy people who -
can rearrange their schedules at the drop
of a hat. Besides, I don't believe the totw
will serve much of a useful purpose. What
can anyone learn by strolling through the
jail? _

BP: “Strolling through the jail?” Now
there’s a phrase I never thought I'd see.

- Thereason for a personal tour is that the
board members need to see, hear and
smell the jail. You can't make a decision on
anew jail if you don't know what the old
one is all about, By the way, a second tour
is scheduled for today. Want to bet
attendance is better than last time?

MAIL: If fack Cunningham wanted to
run for mayor of Aurora, then why did he
go to all the effort to become Kane County
Clerk? When he ran for clerk, he promised
he'd modernize the office, but how can he
decide after two years that he's ready to
move on?

BP: After the debacle of November’s
elections, trust me, Jack is ready to move
on. As to why he wants to become
Aurora’s mayor, I'm not sure, but my guess
is because it doesn't involve counting.

. % %

MAIL: I read your column about the
lawsuit involving former police chief Don
Shaw and St. Charles. I don't agree that he
should give up his fight. There's more here
than meets the eye, and the truth needs to
be broughtout. - - :

BP: Sorry, but there's less here than
meets the eye. Shaw's suit didn't have
much basis in fact and relied heavily on a

- far-out conspiracy theory. As much as

people love to believe in conspiracies, the
truth is they rarely exist in any form. The
one presented by Shaw makes sense only
to people who believe in black helicopters
and wear tin-foil hats.

* %k .

MAIIL: How can you support issuing a
liquor license to the Sportsplex? This is a
facility that hosts youth soccer leagues,
and I don't think it's a good idea for there
to be a bar in the same place. Putting
liquor in front of impressicnable kids can
lead to underage drinking, All I can see is
trouble. Teenage girls and grown men
drinking beer is not a good combination.

BP: Ummnm ... I think you meant to
phrase that differently. However, I didn’t .
say the place should or shouldn't get 2
license. What I said was the rhetoric had
gotten out of hand. Sort of like your Jetter.

- * k%

MAIL: I saw you at Blue Goose last
week when you were ringing a bell for the
Salvation Army. How did it all turn out? By
the way, you don't look anything like your
picture — you look much better in
person. : A

BP: How come I think you saw the
wrong guy? This picture is as good as it
gets. We (Vern Oie and I) had a great time,
but the really good news is that the Sally is
going to make — or even break — its
Christmas fund-raising goal. And that's
thanks to all of you who responded so
generously.

: LB R

MAIL: Bill, I've got a NewYear’s
resolution for you. Instead of always
writing about the mistakes our elected
officials make, why not write about all the
positive things they accomplish?

BP:Iwould, but ] don't write fiction.

- = Bill Page lives in St Charles and ouns
a marketing company. He also writes
about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday. Calls and e-mails answered at
(630) 584-0809 or
wpage@mediawerks.org.




(R-20-CH, B0 TS

| Community
to Marie’s request

- FACES

of 2004

This s U 12z #n an ongoing series of siories re-
vistting some of the Fox Valloy's people -— and
e — who mnde headiines through 2004,

ack in July, friends of Marie
Wilkinson made a pleato the
city she loves 50 dearly.

Help us find a way to keep Auro-
ra’s undisputed matriarch in her
home.

Wilkinson had taken a bad fall
weeks earlier, and doctors had told
her she could not stay in her little
white house on Aurora’s West Side
because she needed round-theclock

care.

To Marie, who has lived in that
home since she moved here 70
years ago, the news was devastating.

So those
who love this
woman most
decided to
find a way to
keep her
there. They

. setup the

Friends of

Marie Wilkin-

son Fund at
© Old Second

Bank and the

plea went out

through the

pages of this

newspaper

and beyond:
Marie, who has spent the majority of
her 95 years helping the vunderprivi-
leged, the oppressed and the inno-
cents, needed help herself.

And the community responded.

“Unbelievable,” is how Scheketa
Hart-Burns, a ¢ity alderman and
close friend of Wilkinson, described
the outpouring that followed.

The funds that were raised, she
told me, were enough to keep Marie
in her home throughout 2004, 2nd
will also allow her to stay there most
of next year.

Money came in from all over —
from private individuals to corpora-
tions. One day in November, Ed
Schmitt’s seven local McDonald's
restaurants even earmarked 10 per--
cent of thedr earnings to go to the
fund. .

As appreciative as they were of
those {arge dollar amounts, Hart-
Burns says the ones most touching
were those small contributions from
the people who could afford to give
theleast.

“One woman gave 510, and to her,
that was a big part of her income,”
says Hart-Burns. “But she told us
Marie had been there for her, and
she wanted to be there for Marie.™

Willdnson has indeed been there
for'so many people.

In the more than 60 years she has
Tived in this city, she has become an
icon. She's helped start a science
museurn, human rights commission

Coltummnist

responds

STEVE ROSENBERG /
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Marie Wilkinson, who has helped
thousands of people in need, is get-
ting the help she needs to stay in
the home where she has lived for
seven decades.

and an urban Jeague. Her name ap-
pears on a day care center, ona

. park, onfoundations, scholarships

and a food pantry.

Her name is even on an honorary
street sign on North View, where the
door to her modest two-story home
has always been open to the poor,
the hungry, the homeless, the unem-
ployed, the sick and the mistreated.

“T've tried to be an advocate for
the perseauted; those who just
weren't getting a fair deal,” she said-
in a St Anthony Messenger maga-
zine article in 2002, not long after re-
ceiving the Lumen Christi Award,
the Catholic Church’s highest honor
for missionary work in America,

"God points me in the right direc-
tion,” she went on to say. “Tlmow it
is God because the things [ feel pas-
sionate about were atways 30 years
ahead of their time."

There is nobody, says Hart-Burns,
who has “touched more people in
this community than Marie.”

The money from the fund, she
says, was used to pay for a person
who stays with the elderly woman
day and night. In addition, Wilkinsen
has a volunteer driver who takes her
where she wants to go.

And as she gradually gains some
strength, one of the places she still
wanis to go every Friday is the
Marie Wilkinson Foundation and
Community Food Pantry on North
Highland Avenue, which opened in
April of this year. There, she still
helps bag groceries that are distrib-
uted to the most needy.

After decades of giving to the
community she loves, Marie Wilkin-
son is receiving the payback she de-

Serves,
And those who love her most say
thank you. .
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-Someéf%)atawa residents |°
urged to test private wells

By ERIC SCHELKOPF
Kane County Chronicle .

BATAVIA — Some residents
with private wells should have
. them tested for groundwater
contamination. =

The Tllinois Départment of

Public Health and the Illinois.

Environmental Protection
Agency said residerits with pri-
vate wells along the Fox River
south’ of the. West Batavia
Cemetery between South
Batavia Avenue and Route 25,
might have contaminated
water.

The agencies have been
monitoring groundwater con-
tamination in industrial and
noncommunity public wells
alon%Route 25, -

. The results showed ele-

vated levels of vinyl chloride in

wells between Route 25 and the
eastern shore of the Fox River.

Long-term exposure o ele-
vated levels of vinyl chloride can
affect the liver and might in-

‘crease the risk of liver cancer.

-Public Health from 1996 to 2002 '

A

“We aren't aware of anyone
who has gotten sick,” said Ken
Runkle, environmental toxicolo-
gist for the Illinois Department
of Public Health. “It is better for
residents to know;, and then they
can get théir wells tested.”

Runklesaid the source of the -

contamination is not clear. '§’

Residents can obtain a list of pri-
vate laboratories approved for
testing by calling the Kane
County Health Department at
(630) 208-3801. They can call the
health department again after
the samples have been analyzed -
for an explanation of the test re-
sults. e ;
The Illinois Department of

sampled several private wells
west of the Fox River.in southern
Batavia to find out if there was
any contarnination on that side
of the river. Vinyl chloride was .
detected in one well. The user
was, told of the results and ad-
vised how to reduice exposure.
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BY GarLA M. PIERCE
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Batavia's longest-serving
mayor has done more than just
lead his community for almost
25 years.

Jeff Schielke has contributed

torian, preservationist,
volunteer firefighter, auxiliary
police officer and leader in
regional issues.

He has seen Batavia double
its size and has helped establish

‘hub during his tenure as mayor.

The 56-year-old also knows
how to let others shine and take
the reins in efforts such as the
Batavia Riverwalk, Batavia
Renaissance Project and the

Chamber of Commerce Director
Roger Breisch said.
The chamber announced

' Wednesday that Schielke will be

to the town as a journalist, his- .

Randall Road as a commercial

Fireworks Access Committee,

Batavia mayor wins
\citizen of the year

honored as the |
2004 Citizen of
the Year at its
Jan. 22 annual
awards dinner.

“Can you .
{ think of a
2 person who has

i dedicated their
Jeff Schielke life more to this
community than Jeff Schielke?”
Breisch asked.

The chamber received 30 let-
ters nominating a dozen
residents. A six-person commit-
tee, composed mostly of past
recipients, unanimously chose
Schielke, Breisch said.

Suzy Petkus of Batavia, who
has worked as Schielke’s secre-
tary for 15 years, continually is
amazed by his wealth of knowl-
edge.

“He’s not looking out for

~ what’s best for Batavia in just

See BATAVIA on PAGE 9
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XBatavia: Mayor is

co-author of book

Continued from Page 1

2004, but 2030," she said.

Mike Evans, chamber presi-
dent, agreed. .

“No one in this community
has dedicated themselves to its
past, present and future more
than Jeff,” he said in a statement.
“We are fortunate to have such a
dedicated servant to lead the
community. The chamber is
pleased to be able to recognize
his many years of service in this
way.”

Among all his commumty
involvement, Schielke has
served or continues to head the
Kane County Council of Mayors;
Tri-City Ambulance board;
Speaker of the House Dennis
Hastert's bridge siting commit-

~ tee and Kane County's original

stormn water management com-
mittee, Furthermore, he co-
authored 1987's “Historic

. Batavia’ and its update in 1997,

and won the Preservation Part-
ners of the Fox Valley’s Preserva-

"BY GALA M. PIERCE

Daily Herald Staff Whiter

There are many community
projects dangling that Batavia
Mayor Jeff Schielke wants to see
come to fruition.

The William ]J. Donovan
bridge reconstruction, the Route

25 realignment project, the fire
station expansions, the citizens

transportation task force and the
Mooseheart deal all come to

“All the people who have:
been previous recipients
have been strong
contributors to the fabric of
our community.”

Jeff Schielke, Batavia mayor

tionist of the Year award in 1995.

Schielke, a graduate of Aurora
University who was honorably
discharged from the Army, said
he was humbled upon hearing
he was named this year’s Citizen
of the Year.

“All the people who have been
previous recipients have been
strong contributors to the fabric
of our community,” he said.

“They have played major roles |

in many of the success
ters to the city’s history.”

The chamber created the Citi-
zen of the Year Award in 1958 to
recognize those. who made

chap-

mind.

That's why he W1ll run for
office again in April. No one else
has announced that they're run-
ning yet.

Schielke, 56, said receiving the
2004 Citizen of the Year Award
had no bearing on his decision
to run again. The decision to
make an announcement after
the holidays came a few weeks
ago. Tt is a nice send-off to go
for term Na. 7, though,” he said.

_}.people ind 981

- pi lity exparision

- Chicago Ared Tré

'Pace suburban bus'buard

B ‘forest prese

“Gpen .
;i'updates of “Historic Batavra " named Preservatromst of the, Year by th a
; Preservatron Partners of Fex Valley in, 1995, and was charrman of

strrdes in maintaining and

Batavia, Last year, thé chamber

Unfinished projects have Schielke seeking re-election

He began to circulate a peti-
tion a couple of days ago.
~ First elected in 1981 after

Mayor Archie Bentz, Schielke

was re-elected for five consecu-
tive terms.

Schielke wants to ensure no
issues surface during the bridge
reconstruction in 2006.

He already has announced he
wants to put a half-cent non-
home-rule sales tax increase on
the ballot next spring,

Q_Dunng his ten re as 1iiraynr He: has. seen the crty grow from 12500 -
25 000_|n 2004 overseen industrial grewth to more
-:-;;:than 55 mrllron constructed square  feet and retail growih, which has:
«resutted in $4 46 million in salestax reveniiein‘2003 comparedto
$450 000 in-1985; worked ina communrty ‘effort to comp!ete a publrc
;.nverwalk' supported the passage of six publrc school referendiiins, two
f rendUms and Mo Irbrary referendums [3

'_.Present' Charrman of the Tri-City Ambulance board of drrectors ferthe
past 21, years ‘the Kané County Councrl of Mayors since. 1985 and the
ansportation Study: Council of Mayors Since, 1996*

“continigs to velunteer with ihe ﬁre department serves as memberof g

\.

honored long-time volunteer
improving the character of Peggy Haines, who was the first

posthumous Citizen of the Year.

The money would be ear-
marked for capital improvement
projects, and the fire stations
would be first on the list, he said.

‘The citizens transportation
task force, which should com-
mence next month, may make
decisions on other improvement
projects.

Sc¢hielke also wants to see
downtown redevelopment ideas
take shape and new commercial
retailers on the southeast side.
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Precautlonary‘
measure targets
sites along Fox

By William Presecky
Tribune staff reporter

The detection several years
ago of high levels of vinyl chlo-
ride in privaté wells on the east.
side of the Fox River in Batavia
has prompted state and county
health officials to advise private
well users on both sides of the
river to have their water tested.
. According to Fred Carlson,
' director of
health for, the Kane "County
Health Department, the precau-
tionary advisory - issued
Wednesday by the-state Depart-
ment of Public Health is aimed
at péople with private wells be-
tween Mlinois Highways 31 and
25, south of West Batavia Ceme-
tery .

All private wells warrant test-
ing every year or two, Carlson
| said.

He estlmated that as many as
75 residential wells,- mostly
along the west side of the Fox
River 'in Batawa are used ac-
tively.

State health and environmen-
tal investigators began several
years ago to monitor ground-
water contamination in the riv-
erfront in southern Batavia. Re-

environmental ~

. sults-revealed _h;gh levels of vi-

nyl chioride, 2 human carcino-
gen, in wells between Iitinois 25
and the eastern shore of the Fox
River, according to Ken Runkle,
a state environmental toxicolo-
gist.

“All of the contamination that

) has been tracked is on the east.
. side of the river,” Runkle said. -

The state concluded in 2003
that there was no heatth risk for
résidents on the west side.

“But ... it’s not predictable
whether-it could potentially af-

fect wells on the west side of the

river, sothat’s why we wanted to
include that area” in the adv1so-
1y, he said. -

“The risk of adverse health ef-
fects depends on the level to
which’ one s exposed and the
length of that exposure. To date
we don’t know of anyone who
has been exposed in this area,”
Runkle said.

Long-term exposure to the
chemical can affect the liver
ahd may increase the risk of liv-
er cancer, Carlson said.

Carlson said it was "never ,
proved positive where [the con-‘ )
tamination] was commg from.” .

“What they think is that his-
torically theré might have been -
some dumpmg along south
Route 25 iri that area,” he said.

The “county Health Depart-
ment can answer questions or -
prov1de alist of testinglaborato-
ries. The phone number is 630-
208 3801. : :
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computers to kids

¥ Police group will
| redistribute 110
surplus machines

By William Presecky
Tribune staff reporter

More than 10§ personal com-
puters that Kane County has de-

B | clared to be surplus are to be do-

nated to a police group this
month for redistribution to un-
derprivileged and atrisk chil-
dren.

Roger Fahnestock, director of

the county’s Information Tech--

nologies Department, was
granted approval this week to
release. the computers to the
charitable arm of the Fraternal
Order of Police Lodge 14.

Of the 360 computers the
county has removed from ser-
vice over the last year as part of
technology upgrades, 110 can be
reused, according to Fahnes.
tock.

Using the roughly 600-name
database for its “Shop With a
Cop” program, which distrib-
utes Christmas gifts to under-
privileged children, the FOP
plans to load the computers
with updated software and dis-
tribute them “to those who need
them in the community,” ac-

cording to Dennis Carroll, the
group’s project chairman.

"Our intentions are to coordi-
nate with community [hon-prof-
it] groups in Kane County . . . to
establish a community comput-
er program,” said Carroll.

“The program would essen-
tially provide computers to un-
derprivileged or- atrisk kids
[who] want to volunteer in their
neighhorhoods in exchange for
the computer,” he said. Families
in need would be eligible as
well.

“The program has a lot of po-
tential to develop into a comput-.
er-training program,” he said.

Fahnestock recommended re-.
leasing the computers to the
FOP because it was the only
non-profit group that was will-
ing to take all of them.

Fahnestock said it was im-
practical for his office to at-
tempt to dole out the swrplus
equipment on a piecemeal ba-
sis. “Alot of organizations want
one or two,” he said. '

Under the agreement ap-
proved by the County Board’s
Administration Committee, the
police group will “act as the
agent to distribute them,” said -
Fahnestock. .

He said some department em-
ployees have agreed to volun-
teer their personal time to help
upgrade the software.,
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S. Elgin pushes senior housing

BY ADAM KOvac
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Faced with a shortage of hous-

ing for senior citizens, South -

Elgin is urging developers to
consider building new resi-
dences tailored to the elderly,

_officials saicl.

Attracting and keeping seniors

‘has several long-term benefits,

village planners say, and as a
result, they want inore housing
designed for seniors who still ES
on their own.

Community Development
Director Steve Super said more
senior-housing projects, such as
the River Crossing condomini-
ums under construction

downtown, could pay off for

South Elgin. .
. "We're trying to be as balanced
as possible so when people get
older, they can stay in South
Elgin,” Super said.

Increasingly, many are not.

According to U.S. Census
Bureau data, the number of
people 65 and older is not keep-
ing "pace with the total
population of South Elgin.

In 1930, the village had a pop-
ulation of 7,474, of which 704
were 65 and oEmH_ 9.4 percent of

“the total.

In 2000, the village had a pop-
wlation of 16,100, of which 922
were 65 and older, or just 5.7 per-
cent of the total. The village
hopes to reverse that trend.

“When you can keep pecple in
your town for their whole life
cycle, it's a win-wir.”

While elderly advocates
applaud South Elgin’s efforts,
they also are concerned many
seniors won't be able to afford
the upscale development rents.

Besides two live-in nursing
homes, the Alderwood Health
Care and Carrington Care cen-
ters, South Elgin does not have
town house or apartment com-

plexes for independent seniors,
Super said.

The seniors-only River Cross-
ing project would add 45 units
for older residents and talk of a
senior-targeted subdivision
would fill an elderly housing void
on the village's west side.

Jennifer Almanza, with Seniox
Services Associates in Elgin, said
with nearly 254 eldeily residents
who require special services,
South Elgin has a need for addi-
tional senior rocmEm.

Although it's a good sign the |
village recognizes a shortcoming,
officials and developers need to
ensure new developments are
affordable and reflect the needs
of elderly tenants, Almanza said.

“There's a huge base of seniors
that want a safe, comfortable
place to live — heat in the winter
and air conditioning in the
summer,” Almanza said. “They
don't need microwaves and
swimming pools.”




Batavians

- BATAVIA — The Hlinois Depatt-
ment of Public Health advises Batavia
residents who obtain drinking water
from private wells in certain areas
along the Fox River to have their
water tested for possible groundwa-
ter contamination.

- The department routinely reminds

Churches should be exempt from this fee

those who use private wells to have
their water tested as a precaution.
Public wells are monitored on a regu-
lar basis by the Minois Environmental
Protection Agency.

In the mid-1990s, the Hlinois EPA
found elevated levels of vinyl chlo-
ride, which can cause damage to the
liver, in public wells between Route
25 and the eastern share of the Fox

JR-20- OY 15€aCon NCe)S
on private wells advised to test émﬁ@,

River, on Batavia’s south side. The
state Public Health Department then
found vinyl chioride in a private well
west of the Fox River in southern
Batavia.

The source of contamination was
not determined, and residents who
use private wells and live south of the
West Batavia Cemetery between
South Batavia Avenue (Route 31) and

JA-30-0Y
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H am a longtime member of Lord of Life
Church and am writing to express opposi-

. tion to the Kane County Board's and
. ‘H.Hmbmwop.gaov Department’s -

impact fee as it applies to churches.

. According to the county, churches are now-

considered developers because they cause

" traffic, or do they?”
" The greatest amount of traffic cavised by
nrﬁnrmm is on Sunday motnings and some
Emmwmmw evenings after 6 o'clock. These

are considered off-peak hours and"do not

' cause any traffic congestion.

At Lord of Life we are H.BmEﬁ.uEm to mnE

= onfo ourr current building that was con-
" stricted in 1992. We have been over-
.. crowded shortly after' we- _ummmn ro_&.sm
mmnSnmm there. .
Em have been planning for mzm mam_ao:
: mo». quite awhile to meet the needs of our

. congregation, not.in anticipation of a high

- influx of new members.

traffic.

The Transportation Department says
they have modeled this impact o&_bm:om
after DuPage County’s.

Well, according to DuPage 0053\ 5
traffic impact fee ordinance, if ‘the ‘con-
struction will not generate additional traf-
fic, the development SE be mxmb» w.oB

- the impact fee.

" Let's face it, the qmmm_n no:mmmgb in
Kane County is not caused by churches.

Qut in the La Fox area, the additional
fraffic will.;Jbé generated from the new
.. Metra station, and the new roE,.Em devel-
opments that have been approved : for La .
Fox, along with Elburn’s nosa:cmm mxvms ’

. sion,
¥V Pleasé B: write or e-mail mﬁ Kane
.. County d.mbmvonmnon Department and

let them know you are in favor of exenipt-
ing churches from the traffic _Eﬁmg fee.
Patricia Plass .
St. Charles

South River Street (Route 25) are ad-
vised to continue having their water
tested.

People can contact the Kane Coun-
ty Health Department at (630)
208-3801 for a list of private laborato-
ries approved for testing. After the
samples have been analyzed, resi-
dents can call the Health Department
for an explanation of the results.




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52
	Page 53
	Page 54
	Page 55
	Page 56
	Page 57
	Page 58
	Page 59
	Page 60
	Page 61
	Page 62
	Page 63
	Page 64
	Page 65
	Page 66
	Page 67
	Page 68
	Page 69
	Page 70
	Page 71
	Page 72
	Page 73
	Page 74
	Page 75
	Page 76
	Page 77
	Page 78
	Page 79
	Page 80
	Page 81
	Page 82
	Page 83
	Page 84
	Page 85
	Page 86
	Page 87
	Page 88
	Page 89
	Page 90
	Page 91
	Page 92
	Page 93
	Page 94
	Page 95
	Page 96
	Page 97
	Page 98
	Page 99
	Page 100
	Page 101
	Page 102
	Page 103
	Page 104
	Page 105
	Page 106
	Page 107
	Page 108
	Page 109
	Page 110
	Page 111
	Page 112
	Page 113
	Page 114
	Page 115
	Page 116
	Page 117
	Page 118
	Page 119
	Page 120
	Page 121
	Page 122
	Page 123
	Page 124
	Page 125
	Page 126
	Page 127
	Page 128
	Page 129
	Page 130
	Page 131
	Page 132
	Page 133
	Page 134
	Page 135
	Page 136
	Page 137
	Page 138
	Page 139
	Page 140
	Page 141
	Page 142
	Page 143
	Page 144
	Page 145
	Page 146
	Page 147
	Page 148
	Page 149
	Page 150
	Page 151
	Page 152
	Page 153
	Page 154
	Page 155
	Page 156
	Page 157
	Page 158
	Page 159
	Page 160
	Page 161
	Page 162
	Page 163
	Page 164
	Page 165
	Page 166
	Page 167
	Page 168
	Page 169
	Page 170
	Page 171
	Page 172
	Page 173
	Page 174
	Page 175
	Page 176
	Page 177
	Page 178
	Page 179
	Page 180
	Page 181
	Page 182
	Page 183
	Page 184
	Page 185
	Page 186
	Page 187
	Page 188
	Page 189
	Page 190
	Page 191
	Page 192
	Page 193
	Page 194
	Page 195
	Page 196
	Page 197
	Page 198
	Page 199
	Page 200
	Page 201
	Page 202
	Page 203
	Page 204
	Page 205
	Page 206
	Page 207
	Page 208
	Page 209
	Page 210
	Page 211
	Page 212
	Page 213
	Page 214
	Page 215
	Page 216
	Page 217
	Page 218
	Page 219
	Page 220
	Page 221
	Page 222
	Page 223
	Page 224
	Page 225
	Page 226
	Page 227
	Page 228
	Page 229
	Page 230
	Page 231
	Page 232
	Page 233
	Page 234
	Page 235
	Page 236
	Page 237
	Page 238
	Page 239
	Page 240
	Page 241
	Page 242
	Page 243
	Page 244
	Page 245
	Page 246
	Page 247
	Page 248
	Page 249
	Page 250
	Page 251
	Page 252
	Page 253
	Page 254
	Page 255
	Page 256
	Page 257
	Page 258
	Page 259
	Page 260
	Page 261
	Page 262
	Page 263
	Page 264
	Page 265
	Page 266
	Page 267
	Page 268
	Page 269
	Page 270

