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 SPECIAL MEETING 

JUDICIAL AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 August 25, 2009 
 
The Judicial and Public Safety Committee met in special session on Tuesday, August 25, 2009, at the Kane County Government 
Center, County Board Room, 719 S. Batavia Avenue, Geneva, Illinois.   
 
Present: Chairman Kenyon, Allan (late), Davoust, Fahy, Ford, Tredup, and Shoemaker.  Also present: Co. Bd. member 
Leonberger, VanCleave; Drug Rehab Court staff Scott; Court Services Admin. Dir. Mueller and staff Hyatt, Jefko, and Anselme;  
Chief Judge Brown; Judiciary staff Naughton; Finance staff Waggoner; Juvenile Custody staff Brown; Public Defender staff 
Kliment; Deputy Auditor Kenyon; Treasurer Rickert; Drug Rehab Court staff; and members of the press and public. 
 
Chairman Kenyon called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m., noting that this was one of three meetings that had been called so 
that elected officials reporting to the committee could explain the functions of their office and present their 2010 budget.  The 
following provided a completed questionnaire outlining mandated functions in their office.    
 
DRUG REHABILITATION COURT - Staff acknowledged that the program was not mandated, although there is legislation 
pending that could change that.   In describing the activities of their office, they noted they currently have 185 defendants 
involved in the program.  They operate under a Special Revenue Fund budget (not General Fund) supported by fees collected 
by statute specifically for the Drug Court.  Details were provided on how the fees were collected.  Most of the budget is for 
personnel; operational line items have not been increased in the past two years.   
 
JUVENILE CUSTODY – Brown explained that their budget is just under $1 million and comes out of the General Fund minus the 
$47,000 they have collected year to date in fees.  (Allan arrives.)  The program costs the General Fund approximately $900,000 
a year. Brown agreed to provide the committee with the parental contribution sliding scale and how it was determined. It was 
pointed out that even if fees are increased, they would not cover expenses, and these people don’t have the ability to pay.       
 
PUBLIC DEFENDER – Kliment discussed office activities noting that 100% of the services they provide are mandated by statute 
and the Illinois Supreme Court.  Their current budget is approximately $2 million from the General Fund – 98% of which is 
salaries.  The Chief Judge commented that they are making a huge effort to increase Public Defender fees. He explained that 
the court system determines the number of public defenders.  They are currently down four Public Defenders, two of whom 
will need to be replaced as soon as possible.  Using private attorneys who charge a much higher rate would not be a good use 
of funds.  There was some discussion on the option of using pro bono attorneys to handle some of these cases.  Kliment noted 
that if inexperienced attorneys are used, it is likely they will end up trying the case twice as it will come back on appeal.  
 
JUDICIARY & COURTS –Naughton provided a detailed explanation of his office’s mandated services, noting that county 
mandates were not included on the questionnaire.  Naughton described where they collect fees and how they are distributed.  
The Chief Judge pointed out that they have three different budgets, and there is no special fund for Judiciary. He announced 
that they were able to make the 2009 Budget cuts, resulting in non-union Judiciary staff taking five unpaid holidays before the 
end of the year.   
 
MERIT COMMISSION – Kenyon advised that the Merit Commission information was not ready to be presented at this time.   
 
COURT SERVICES ADMINISTRATION – Referencing a written report, Mueller noted that the projected revenue stream provided 
on the report was not accurate as the report was prepared prior to them receiving information from the state.  (Tredup steps 
away.)  He discussed the mandated functions of his office, noting they run their programs to keep people out of the system.  
He explained how some programs cost money, but actually end up saving the county money. (Tredup returns.) Mueller also 
discussed non-mandated services explaining what the impact would be if these serves were eliminated.  They are doing 
everything they can to address these budget cuts; however, a good portion of their budget is salaries.  In response to a 
question, it was noted that all the fees come back to the General Fund. Allan indicated she would like to see a cost/benefit 
analysis of keeping people out of jail on home monitoring, community service, etc.  Brown encouraged committee members to 
attend a court call as it will be a very educational experience.  
 
JUVENILE JUSTICE CENTER – Anselme discussed his written report highlighting some of their mandated services.   Mueller 
noted that without the Challenge Program at high percentage of juveniles would end in treatment.  He commented that 
juvenile services cost more than adult services, and with the new 17 year old law going into effect in January, the county will 
see a significant financial impact.     
   
The meeting was adjourned at 12:18 p.m. on motion by Tredup, seconded by Davoust.  Motion carried. 
 
Ellyn M. McGrath 
Recording Secretary 


