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 JUDICIAL AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 September 11, 2009 
 
The Judicial and Public Safety Committee met on Friday, September 11, 2009, at the Kane County Government Center, County 
Board Room, 719 S. Batavia Avenue, Geneva, Illinois.   
 
Present: Chairman Kenyon, Davoust, Fahy, Ford, Shoemaker (late), and Tredup.   Absent:  Allan.   Also present: Co. Bd. member 
Wyatt; Sheriff Perez and staff Keaty, Grommes; Drug Rehab Court staff Scott; Court Services Admin. staff Hyatt, Jefko, and 
Anselme;   Auditor Keck; Finance staff Waggoner; Merit Commission staff; Bldg. Mgmt. Dir. Harbaugh;  Juvenile Custody staff 
Brown; KaneComm staff Baustian; State’s Atty. Barsanti; Chief Judge Brown and staff Naughton; Public Defender staff Kliment; 
Treasurer Rickert; IT staff Strike; and members of the press and public. 
 
Chairman Kenyon called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m.   Fahy led the committee in the Pledge of Allegiance and asked for a 
moment of silence in remembrance of those who lost their lives on September 11.  (Shoemaker arrives.) 
 
Minutes of August 14, 24, 25, & 26, 2009 – were approved on motion by Fahy, seconded by Tredup.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment – None 
 
Monthly Financial Reports – A written report was provided.     
      
STATE’S ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
Monthly Report – motion was made by Davoust, seconded by Shoemaker to place the report on file.  Motion carried.  
Barsanti provided an update on the Second Chance and Forfeiture Programs.  He noted that since October, $1.1 million had 
been collected through the Forfeiture Program.   It was suggested that Finance staff attend the next meeting to explain what 
happens to the funds that are collected through the program.   
 
SHERIFF 
Monthly Report – A written report was provided.  Background information was provided on the following resolutions.   
 

 Resolution:  Extradition Expense Request - moved to the Finance Committee on motion by Fahy, seconded by Ford.  
Fahy felt this should come out of the Contingency Fund as it was a cost of doing business.  (Allan arrives.)  Motion carried.   

  
Resolution:  Amending the 2009 Fiscal Year Budget, US Dept. of Justice/Bulletproof Vest Partnership - moved to the 

Finance Committee on motion by Davoust, seconded by Shoemaker.  Motion carried. 
  

ADULT CORRECTIONS 
Monthly Report – Staff highlighted information from their written report, noting they currently have eight females from the 
U.S. Marshall’s Office in custody and expect to be receiving a check from that office for $20,000.  Staffing levels are low at the 
moment.   
 

Resolution:  Periodic Imprisonment Fees - moved to the Executive Committee with sliding scale on motion by Fahy, 
seconded by Allan.   Motion carried.   Keaty explained the reasoning behind the recommendation to raise fees from $15 to 
$30, noting that the highest fee charged by neighboring counties is $20.  Instead of a set fee, Chief Judge Brown suggested 
using a sliding scale from $20-$100 per day based on the offender’s gross income.  Comment was made that if the fees were 
raised too high, the people who couldn’t afford them would opt to serve regular time which would cause overcrowding in the 
jail and cost the county more money.  Brown recommended that the SAO look over the sliding scale to make sure there were 
no legal issues with it.   Fahy and Allan amended their motion to move the sliding scale to the Executive Committee subject 
to an opinion by the State’s Attorney’s Office, and revert back to the $30 fee should it fail the legal test.  Motion carried.   
Keaty agreed to look at housing weekend offenders at a less costly facility outside the jail as some other counties are currently 
doing. 
 
DRUG REHABILITATION COURT 
Monthly Report – A written report was provided. Staff was available to answer questions. 
 
JUVENILE CUSTODY 
Monthly Report – None  
 
PUBLIC DEFENDER 
Monthly Report – A written report was provided.  Kliment discussed staffing issues, noting that as of next week they will be 
down seven attorneys, one support staff, and one investigator.  He indicated that it was critical to replace four of the attorneys 
immediately, as numbers are way up.   He discussed the fact that low salaries caused the turnover in his office.  It was pointed 
out that the Public Defender’s office did not need to come to the County Board to get these people hired.  Motion was made 
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by Fahy, seconded by Tredup to recommend that the County Board look into additional funding of the State’s Attorney’s 
Office and Public Defender’s Office to allow them to function at a reasonable level. Motion carried.   
 
JUDICIARY & COURTS 
Monthly Report – Brown discussed the need for expansion of the courthouse, noting that as of December 1, 2010, the county 
will have up to four additional judges, and potentially additional prosecutors and support staff.  It was noted that the original 
plan for the Judicial Center showed an additional phase of construction in 2005, but the funding was never secured.  Brown 
wanted the committee to be aware that they will soon be faced with serious overcrowding issues.  He indicated he did not 
have a solution at this point, but was looking to put together a committee comprised of partners using the court system to 
explore options for a long term solution to space issues.  Per a suggestion, Brown agreed to present this information to the 
Committee of the Whole in the next few months. 
 
Law Library -   Halle Cox, Director of the Law Library, discussed their need to build three meeting rooms to support the “Lawyer 
in the Library” program.    A drawing of the proposed build-out was provided. Cox said they were looking for the Committee’s 
support of this program.  She noted that the Law Library is self funded and they do have the funds in reserve to do this without 
using general funds.  They are working with Building Management staff on the project.  The committee was supportive of the 
plans she outlined.   
 
MERIT COMMISSION 
Monthly Report – Staff highlighted information contained in the report.      
 
COURT SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
Monthly Report – Written reports were provided.  Hyatt noted that funds would be restored to Probation, but she wasn’t 
aware at what level yet.     
 
KANECOMM 
Monthly Report – Referencing a written report, Baustian shared service call statistics and provided an update on the budget 
noting that two positions remain unfilled to facilitate budget cuts.  Overtime is at 53% year to date.    She noted there was one 
resignation last week, and that position would need to be replaced.       
 
CORONER 
Monthly Report – A written report was provided.   
 
Mandated Services Presentation/2010 Budget Discussion – Referencing a written report, West discussed the Coroner’s 
responsibilities.  (Fahy steps away.)   It was noted that the office has no revenue generating programs, and no revenue neutral 
programs.   He discussed issues that will impact his budget and what they are doing to address them.  (Fahy returns.)  They are 
doing what they can to come in under budget for 2009, but they have no control over the number of deaths each year.  He 
estimated they will be approximately $48,000 under budget for FY 2009.  West discussed the improper handling of dead bodies 
by emergency personnel, which results in a number of issues for his office including increased costs.  He warned that the cost 
of failure in following medical system protocol would be reflected in a larger 2010 budget for his office.   Committee members 
asked West to bring back statistics on the number of mishandled bodies, as they questioned the magnitude of the problem.  
They also requested that West provide less graphic detail on specific cases in his monthly updates. 
 
Motion was made by Shoemaker, seconded by Davoust to place all written reports on file.  Motion carried.   
    
CIRCUIT CLERK 
Monthly Report – None         
 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:53 a.m. on motion by Tredup, seconded by Ford.  Motion carried. 

 
 
Ellyn M. McGrath 
Recording Secretary 
 


