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SPECIAL MEETING 
JUDICIAL AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 October 6, 2009 
 
The Judicial and Public Safety Committee met in special session on Tuesday, October 6, 2009, at the Kane County 
Government Center, County Board Room, 719 S. Batavia Avenue, Geneva, Illinois.   
 
Present: Chairman Kenyon, Allan (late), Davoust, Fahy (late), Ford, Tredup, and Shoemaker.  Also present:  Co. Bd. 
members VanCleave and Frasz; Sheriff Perez and staff Keaty, Grommes, etc.; Circuit Clerk Seyller; Finance Dir. Pattelli; 
County Clerk staff Bennett; Asst. State’s Atty. Shepro; KaneComm staff Baustian; Deputy Auditor West; Coroner West and 
staff; IT Dir. Fahnestock; and members of the press and public.   
 
Chairman Kenyon called the meeting to order at 1:10 p.m., noting that this was one of three meetings that had been 
called for elected officials reporting to the committee to present their revised 2010 budgets. Handouts were distributed. 
  
ADULT CORRECTIONS – Keaty reviewed the 2010 budget by line item, highlighting areas where they were able to realize 
some cost savings.  (Allan & Fahy arrive.) He responded to several questions, noting that numbers are their best guess 
based on historical information.  Pattelli indicated the 9.7% healthcare increase was $170,000 - bringing their total budget 
request to $13,817,000.  Comment was made that they were a long way away from making the 4.5% cut.  Perez pointed 
out that revenue was coming in from the federal government to reimburse them for housing criminal aliens, but those 
funds go directly to the general fund.  His budget is not credited.  There was considerable debate on how the accounting 
was done for these funds.  Perez pointed out that there were specific guidelines as to how these funds are spent.  It was 
noted that in the past, nothing was budgeted for Board & Care; however, expenses year to date are approximately 
$341,000.  They asked that $750,000 be budgeted for 2010, acknowledging it would probably come in lower than that.  
After more discussion, the Sheriff agreed to reduce that amount to $400,000 based on 2009 numbers.    
 
COURT SECURITY – Perez reviewed a spreadsheet highlighting specific line items.  He explained that Court Security was 
self funded through court fees.  He noted they are currently under contract negotiations with the unions and are pushing 
for mandatory drug testing.  He suggested talking to our insurance carrier about a reduction in insurance premiums if 
that should be approved.   Perez indicated they may need to increase staffing by the end of the next fiscal year due to the 
addition of new courtrooms.   
 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT – Perez reported that their original budget request for 2010 had been revised down to 
$10,576,170.   That number, however, is still higher than the amended budget for 2009 ($10,179,008).   He discussed 
specific cuts noting that salary and wages is down because they are down nine positions, and have two people retiring at 
the end of month and another in April 2010.  Fahy observed that early retirements appear to have helped the Sheriff this 
year and his budgets will benefit.  However, healthcare contributions are breaking the bottom line, so there is a need to 
continue to work with the insurance broker to help keep the cost under control.   
 
MERIT COMMISSION – No report. 
 
KANECOMM – Baustian walked the committee through her 2010 budget, discussing individual line items.  She noted that 
three positions remain unfilled, but they were looking to fill two of them in 2010.  They have not seen an increase in 
overtime as staff is flexing their work hours to cover the additional workload.  She noted that the increase in her budget 
from the amended 2009 number was primarily due to salaries (4% union salary increases). Responding to questions, 
Baustian acknowledged she could cut the salary line item by eliminating one position, but they would be understaffed. 
She noted that in 2010 they will begin collecting 75% of their operating budget from subscriber fees.  After further 
discussion, Baustian agreed to look at the numbers again and report back to the committee on Thursday.      
 
CORONER – Spreadsheets that were distributed showed the amended 2009 budget at $774,190, with the 2010 request 
up 3% to $795,142 as a result of increased healthcare costs.  West responded to several questions explaining what they 
had done to reduce costs, noting they did not plan to replace one employee who had left.  Fahy stressed the need to 
come up with some additional cost savings.  It was suggested that the Coroner explore the option of having funeral 
homes on call.  The committee asked for revised spreadsheets showing a reduction in salary and wages for 2009.   
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:23 p.m. on motion by Tredup, seconded by Shoemaker.  Motion carried. 
 
Ellyn M. McGrath 
Recording Secretary 


